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PREFACE. 


My  recent  journey  through  South  America  included 
visits  to  all  the  capitals,  chief  cities,  and  important  sea- 
ports; expeditions  into  the  interior  of  Brazil  and  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic;  and  ascents  of  the  Parang,  Paraguay, 
Amazon,  Orinoco,  and  Magdalena  Rivers.  It  covered  about 
thirty-five  thousand  miles,  and  forced  me  to  realize  that 
our  great  southern  continent  contains  twice  the  area  and 
half  the  population  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  my  aim  and  aspiration  to  grasp  salient  feat- 
ures and  emphatic  characteristics,  and  to  delineate  them 
with  a  careful  conciseness  that  shall  beget  a  correct  and 
lively  general  impression. 

The  difficulty  of  carrying  out  this  design  within  so  com- 
paratively small  a  space  will  at  once  be  perceived  by  the 
discriminating  reader,  and  will,  I  hope,  induce  him  to 
extend  to  the  present  volume  the  same  leniency  which  both 
press  and  public  have  bestowed  upon  my  former  contribu- 
tions to  the  universal  and  ever  incomplete  library  of  travel, 
adventure,  and  discovery. 

FosTSCBiPT. — The  unexpected  change  of  government  in 
Brazil,  which  has  just  occurred,  found  this  narrative  already 
in  type,  and  hence  it  is  published  as  originally  written. 
Nothing,  however,  has  been  asserted  of  the  Empire  which 


PREFA  CB. 

I  ought  to  be  revok£.-(l ;  wbile  for  the   liepublic  one   should 

it  vouch  iiiLlil   time   and   trial  have  demoDstrutcd  its  fit- 
iis  ami  stabiHty. 
In  the  words  uf  Doin  Pedro,  "  I  eball  always  Lave  kindly 
I  remcnibninces  uf  Brazil  and  hopes  for  its  prosperity," 

F.  V. 
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AROUND  AND  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OUTWARD    BOUND. 

Ox  June  10,  1885,  the  well-appointed  and  ably  com- 
manded Pacific  Mail  steamship  Acapulco  sailed  from  New 
York,  numbering  the  present  writer  among  her  passengers. 
Most  of  us  were  bound  for  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the 
steamer  conducting  us  to  the  well-known  commercial  port  of 
Aspinwall.  The  distance  is  two  thousand  miles.  We  trav- 
ersed it  in  nine  days — rather  slow  travel  when  the  Atlantic 
is  skimmed  in  six ;  but  doubtless  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  finds  it  more  profitable  to  lodge  and  board  its  pas- 
sengers for  a  long  period  than  to  waste  the  extra  coal  that 
would  be  required  for  a  short  one.  Our  voyage  was  no  ex- 
ception to  those  usually  experienced  in  the  tropics,  where  a 
good  steamer,  with  good  company,  makes  dullness  a  dream. 
In  the  days  there  is  the  exhilaration  of  brightness  and  breeze ; 
in  the  nights,  the  balm  of  coolness  and  repose.  If  the  moon 
be  large  and  brilliant,  her  fantastic  glory  gives  an  invitation 
to  romance.  This  might  easily  have  been  our  case,  though 
it  was  not,  and  through  the  entire  route  scarcely  a  dozen  ves- 
sels appeared,  to  relieve  for  a  moment  the  Aciipulco's  loneli- 
ness. 

The  first  land  we  beheld  was  that  part  of  the  Xew  World 
which  Columbus,  thirty-five  days  from  Spain,  in  his  ninety- 
ton  pinnace,  named  San  Salvador.     To  geographers  it  is  now 

more  prosaically  known  as  Watling  Island.     It  is  one  of  the 
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I  niiwt  fertile  of  the  Baliumas,  producing  eub-tropical  fruits, 
I  gTiiin,  and  roots  in  lavieli  abundance.     It  wub  a  treat  to  gaze, 
[  even  from  a  difltance,  upon  an  island,  the  discovery  of  which, 
nearly  four  centuries  ago,  has  proved  the  greatest  blessing  of 
'  the  Idnd  the  world  hiis  known.     Passing  the  eaj.tem  extrem- 
ity of  Cuba,  we  were  soon  greeted  by  the  flaming  stars  of  the 
Southern  Cross,  the  most  splendid  constellation  of  the  south- 
ern heavens.     Numerous  flying-tish  ajid  tiny  nautili  in  tlieir 
bout-like  shells  betoken  an  entrance  into  anotiier  aud  stranger 
I  zone.     A  few  lui  interesting  islands,  right  and  left,"  did  not 
I  tt  the  moment  enhance  this  strangeness,  as  we  performed  the 
[  practical  duty  of  dropping  omr  mail-bags  into  whale-boate, 
I  wliich  put  off  to  us  from  solitary  Ughthonses.     But  soon  the 
I  purple  monntaina  of  llayti  loomed  grandly  from  the  east, 
I.  snd  then,  crossing  the  Caribbean,  we  saw  no  more  land  until 
I  the  famed  Isthnins  of  Panama  faintly  looked  at  us  from  the 
I  vanishing-point  which  unites  water  and  sky. 

Wo  entered  Aspinwall  Harbor  at  six  in  the  morning.  A 
r  few  men-of-war,  a  dozen  passenger-steamers,  and  half  a  dozen 
Bhips,  rode  lazily  at  anchor.  Behind  them  were  the  ruins  of 
the  town,  which  liad  been  recently  burned  by  the  Colombian 
I  rebels,  and  in  the  distance  etootl  the  tliickly  wooded  hills. 
L  Tile  only  wharf  untouched  by  the  tire  was  that  owned  by  our 
[  Bteunier's  company.  We  landed  and  took  a  walk.  Our  sea- 
I  legs  had  begun  to  envy  the  art  of  the  jiedestrian.  The  town 
I  is  situated  upon  the  western  side  of  Manzanilla  Island,  which 
[  itself  lies  at  the  northeastern  corner  of  Limon  Bay.  This 
I  {ftland  is  perhaps  three  miles  long  and  two  broad,  and  has 
I  artificially  joined  with  the  mainland  by  a  narrow  neck 
[  of  soil.  The  northern  terminus  of  die  Panama  Canal  is  at 
the  head  of  Limon  Bay.  Upon  a  point  of  land  extending 
L.into  this  bay,  about  half  a  mile  from  Aspinwatl,  is  the  French 
[  town  of  Cliristophe  Colomb,  which  lias  sprung  up  since  the 
I  inception  of  the  canal.  It  Ja  a  much  more  healtliy  location 
[  tlian  that  of  Aspinwall,  which  is  scarcely  a  foot  above  the 
[.  Bca-lcvel,  and  is  a  neat  little  settlement  of  two-story  houses, 
t-with  macadamized  and  well-dniiuod  streets.    Ilcru  stands  a 
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coIo68aI  bronze  statue  of  "  Columbus  and  tlie  Indian."  This 
and  a  plain  granite  shaft  to  the  memory  of  the  three  founders 
of  Aspinwall — William  H.  Aspinwall,  Henry  Chauncey,  and 
John  L.  Stephens — at  the  opposite  end  of  the  island,  near 
the  sea,  are  about  the  only  artistic  embellishments  of  a  town 
which,  first  and  last,  is  only  a  side  station  on  one  of  the 
great  highways  of  commerce.  It  is  almost  useless  to  add 
that  Colomb  is  peopled  entirely  by  canal  employes.  Vast 
stores  of  canal-digging  implements  and  machinery  are  here 
collected,  some  under  cover,  but  the  greater  part  exposed. 
The  town  had  apparently  been  built  upon  level,  marshy 
ground,  with  its  houses  reared  upon  brick  and  wooden  piles. 
Thousands  of  Jamaica  negroes  were  busily  engaged  in  erect- 
ing all  sorts  of  temporary  shanties.  The  depot  having  been 
burned,  the  trains  of  the  Panama  Railroad  departed  from  a 
random  point  in  the  street.  The  yellow  fever  was  raging, 
and  three  corpses,  borne  on  canvas  litters,  jiassed  me  in  my 
walk  and  prepared  me  for  the  sight  of  a  score  of  cheap 
wooden  coffins  lying  in  a  row  in  an  old  freight-house.  The 
streets  were  filthy  and  everywhere  flooded  with  water,  the 
heat  was  intolerable,  and  I  only  wondered  that  any  human 
beings  could  live,  to  say  nothing  of  their  keej^ing  well,  under 
such  adverse  conditions. 

In  an  old  church  about  thirty  of  the  late  rebels  were  con- 
fined as  prisoners  of  war,  and  guarded  by  as  sorry  a  looking 
lot  of  native  soldiery  as  I  ever  saw  in  any  land.  Two  of  the 
prisoners,  found  guilty  of  firing  Aspinwall,  had  been  hanged, 
but  it  was  considered  doubtful  whether  any  severe  punish- 
ment would  be  meted  out  to  the  others.  The  continued 
revolts  and  miniature  revolutions  of  tlie  disaffected  South 
American  states  would  soon  become  less  frequent  if  stern 
and  speedy  retribution — such  as  death  by  hanging — should 
be  administered  to  the  leaders.  But  the  authorities,  instead, 
treat  their  distinguished  prisoners  to  champagne,  and  free 
them  on  parole.  As  these  malcontents  are  simply  profes- 
sional freebooters,  if  a  rebellion  is  suppressed  in  one  state  or 
in  one  part  of  a  state,  they  at  once  set  forth  for  any  place, 


^ 


AROUXD  AND  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA.  ^B 

neighboring  or  distant,  wliere  another  rebellion  may  happen 
to  be  in  progress.  Tlife  governments  Are  often  bad,  but  these 
riotoQs  outbreaks  eeldom  embrace  inany  of  the  intelligent, 
6ober-mi tided  citizens.  The  rebellions  never  result  in  any 
good.  Their  ringleaderc  arc  not  patriola,  but  men  intent 
only  upon  personal  power  and  aggrandizement  by  any  means, 
however  foul.  The  best  remedy  for  theee  evils  would  he 
strong  central  governments,  with  sufficient  power  and  inclina- 
tion to  preserve  the  peace  and  compel  the  observance  of  law 
and  order.  But,  unfortunately,  the  existing  governments  are 
generally  too  weak  or  too  vacillating  to  take  such  meaeures. 

The  railway  to  Panama  is  forty-seven  miles  in  length, 
and    tickets   have   to    be   purchafied   on   board    the   trains. 
Twenty-five  dollars  in  gold  was  charged  for  a  through  pas- 
I  Benger — an   extortionate  monopoly  of  fifty-three  cents  per 
mile,  whifh  made  it  the  most  expensive  railway  in  the  world. 
Four  passenger  trains  run  each  way  daily,  the  expn-'BS  requir- 
ing three  hours  to  make  the  trip.     Personal  baggage  is  very 
dear,  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  cents  per 
jwund.     Of  the  thirty  stations  on  the  railway,  the  express 
Btops  at  fewer  than  half,  and  many  of  these  seem  to  be  only 
negro  Lamlel£  of  palm-thatched  hnts.     The  cars,  of  which 
there  are  two  classes,  those  of  even  the  first  not  equaling 
the  appointments  of  an  oiilinary  American  car,  are  raude 
in   Pliiladelphia,  and   the   locomotives    in   Paterson.      The 
engineers  and  conductors  are  whites,  and  generally  Ameri- 
cans ;  the  firemen  and  brakeraen  are  Colombians  or  negroes, 
Onr  train  was  filled  with  a  most  cosmopolite  crowd,  and 
amukiug  was  uuivereal,  even  in  the  first-class  cvlK.     The  line 
I  of  the  railway  is  very  sinuous.     For  about  one  third  o£  the 
I  distance  the  country  is  undulating  and  swampy,  while  the 
L  remainder  is  diversified  by  hillocks  and  email  rivers.     For 
lithe  purposes  of  the  railroad,  a  width  of  about  fifty  feet  is 
ikept  cleared  through  the  very  dense  tropical  Jungle  which 
F  covers  the  isthmus.     The  predominant  trees  are  cocoa-palms, 
I  bananas,  bread-fmits,  papayas,  and  bamboos. 

The  famous  intorocoanic  canal  of  M,  de  Lesseps  follows 
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generally  the  line  of  the  railway,  which  it  twice  crosses.  It 
was  to  have  nin  in  a  general  northwest  and  southeast  direc- 
tion, and  be  forty-five  miles  in  length,  or  two  miles  less  than 
the  railway.  It  was  expected  to  be  twenty-eight  feet  in 
depth  and  one  hundred  feet  wide  at  its  bottom.  There  were 
to  be  five  stations  on  the  canal,  where  ships  might  pajss  each 
other,  and  five  other  intermediate  stations.  The  Isthmus  of 
Panama  extends  in  a  general  east  and  west  direction,  and  is 
extremely  hilly,  covered  with  virgin  forest,  and  full  of  large 
and  small  rivers.  As  the  center  of  the  isthmus  is  in  about 
9®  of  north  latitude,  in  the  "  rainy  season  "  the  deluge  is  ter- 
rific, and  all  these  rivers  and  streams  rise  suddenly  and  flow 
furiously,  with  disastrous  and  readily  conceivable  effects.  The 
dividing  ridge  of  the  isthmus  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  the 
Pacific.  From  this  point,  in  the  same  course  as  that  in  which 
the  canal  is  being  built,  tlie  Chagres  River  runs  to  the  At- 
lantic and  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific.  To  restrain  the 
waters  of  the  Chagres,  which  has  been  known  to  rise  forty 
feet  in  the  rainv  season,  and  which  the  canal  has  to  cross 
about  a  dozen  times,  twenty  huge  and  massive  dams  will 
have  to  be  constructed.  The  Rio  Grande,  however,  is  crossed 
but  once,  and  that  near  its  mouth.  In  the  dividing  ridge  of 
the  isthmus  a  great  regulative  reservoir  is  being  formed  by 
damming  the  Chagres  at  that  point,  a  lake  being  enlarged 
and  otherwise  fitted  for  that  purpose.  Upon  the  hills  here- 
about are  very  extensive  French  settlements,  the  little  cot- 
tages with  wide,  projecting  roofs  being  erected  upon  brick 
or  stone  pillars  six  feet  in  height,  and  placed  in  situations 
most  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air.  Some  distance  from  the 
Pacific  terminus  it  was  intended  to  excavate  a  large  interior 
port  like  that  at  Aspinwall,  which  opens  directly  into  the 
Bay  of  Limon.  Continuing  from  that  point,  the  canal  was 
to  enter  the  Pacific,  not  at  Panama,  but  three  miles  to  the 
southwest,  and  a  channel  would  have  to  be  excavated  nearly 
to  a  distance  of  three  miles — in  fact,  almost  to  the  islands 
south  of  Panama,  where  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers  have  a 
coaling  and  repairing  station.     Of  course,  the  entire  line  has 
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Ibeen  carefully  niarkt-d  ont  and  cleared  of  jungle,  bnt  no  part 
lof  it  is  whully  completed.  Work  bos  not  been  eoiitiiinoDs 
■from  cither  end,  but  haa  been  expended  at  intervals  in  sec- 
Itioiis.  Here  you  t.tji;  trenches  dug  and  dirt  trains  running 
Bupijn  temporary  tr.ifkd;  there  possibly  a  huge  digger  eating 
lijuietly  into  ii  liiU-.side.  I  saw  one  mammoth  excavator  from 
irigfit'M,  Mils.-;.,  lielongiug  to  the  American  Contracting 
land  Drt'ilging  ( 'ompany,  at  work  di^iig  through  a  rocky 
Ihill  with  iis  much  ufn-c  apparently  as  if  it  were  simply  raising 
loozy  nuid  from  tlie  bottom  of  Xew  York  Harbor.  The  di- 
ImcLsion^  of  ihi.^,  great  dredge  were:  Length,  one  hundred 
iid  twenty  feet;  breadth,  sixty-five  feet;  and  height  of 
■tower.  seventy.fi\e  feet.  Here  were  vaist  heaps  of  tools  and 
Imachinery  piled  amund  warehouses  of  material;  there  rows 
lof  huge  dorinrtories  for  laborers.  The  latter  were  mostly 
Inegroes  from  Jamaica  and  other  West  ludia  islandi-  and  from 
phc  citic-s  of  Ihc  Spanish  'SW\n.     At  the  time  of  my  visit 
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thousands  of  whom  had  died  since  the  work  began.  That 
very  sanguine  and  vivacious  veteran,  M.  de  Lesseps,  first  ap- 
pointed the  year  1888  as  the  period  of  the  opening  of  "la 
grand  canal  dii  Panama."  But  this,  it  should  l)e  remembered, 
was  when  he  was  on  his  travels  in  search  of  subscriptions. 
He  has  since  postponed  the  occasion  to  1890.  The  French 
engineer-in-chief  told  a  friend  of  mine  that  he  estimated  that 
about  one  thirty-second  part  of  the  whole  work  was  done  at 
the  time  of  my  first*  visit  in  1885.  Active  labor  was  begun 
in  1881 ;  so  at  this  rate  of  progress  it  would  require  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  years  to  complete  the  canal !  There 
seemed  a  strong  probability  that  before  many  years  the 
money  would  run  short  and  the  work  droop  and  languish, 
until  either^ the  sea-level  project  was  exchanged  for  one  with 
locks,  or  else  possibly  the  governments  of  several  rich  and 
powerful  nations  would  unite  in  the  completion  of  the  most 
gigantic  and  daring  design  of  man  upon  this  globe.  A  later 
review  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  my  last  chapter. 

On  alighting  from  the  train  at  Panama,  crazy  little  hacks 
carry  you  over  ill-paved,  and,  at  the  rainy  season,  very  muddy 
roads,  beyond  the  wretchedly  dirty  and  bad-smelling  out- 
skirts of  the  city.  Thence  you  pa^s  through  narrow  and 
crooked  ways,  between  rows  of  two-story  and  three-story 
houses,  whose  projecting  balconies  sometimes  nearly  touch 
each  other  across  the  street,  and  at  last  yon  enter  the  cathe- 
dral plaza.  On  one  side  of  this  is  the  office  of  the  "  Com- 
pagnie  Universelle  du  Canal  Interoceaniqne,"  on  another  the 
bishop's  palace,  on  still  another  the  cathedral,  and  on  the 
fourth  the  Grand  Central  Hotel.  This  is  the  best  hotel  in 
Panama,  a  great  four-storj^  building,  which  has  on  the  ground 
floor  a  large  American  bar-room  and  barber-shop  and  a  spa- 
cious dining-room  paved  with  marble.  Up-stairs  is  a  com- 
modious public  parlor  with  a  waxed  floor  and  cane  furniture. 
Bedrooms  either  have  exterior  openings  upon  the  streets  or 
interior  ones  upon  a  court-yard.  The  huge  caravansary  is 
lighted  with  gas,  and  the  Saratoga  price  of  five  dollars  a  day  is 
charged  for  very  inferior  lodging  and  worse  board.      The 
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city,  of  very  old  Spanish  origin,  is  built  npoD  comparatively 
level  ground,  on  a  narrow  pcninsida  extending  out  into  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  or  rather  the  Bay  of  Panama.   At  the  extreme 
eastern  point  of  this  peninsula  are  still  standing  the  walls  of 
the  old  citadel.     Tbey  are  bnilt  of  brick  and  faced  with  cut 
etoDc.     They  are  thirty  or  forty  feet  in  height  and  twenty- 
live  in  thickness,  and  notwithstanding  their  great  age  still  re- 
main in  good  condition.     Their  top,  pro\-ided  with  masonry 
seats,  forms  a  needed  promenade  and  cool  lounging-place  of 
a  evening.     The  slowly  combing  waves  of  the  Pacific  dash 
1  huge  rollers  against  the  foot  of  the  walls,  and  you  have  a 
I  iine  view,  not  only  seaward,  but  toward  the  islands  where 
I  anchor  the  coasting  steamers,  as  well  as  toward  the  wooded 
and  very  irregular  hills  of  the  isthmus.     Cut  the  city  of 
Panama  itaclf  I  found  intolerably  hot,  damp,  and  dirty,  with 
little  of  special  interest  for  the  traveler,  unless  he  ^vere  an 
arclt^ologist  or  architect.     In  the  latter  case  he  would  like  to 
study  the  cathedral,  in  the  former  the  old  fort.    The  cathedral 
is  an  ancient  edifice,  with  two  towers,  the  cupolas  of  which 
'   have  an  ed^ng  of  oyster-ahclls  by  way  of  ornament,     tlpon 
\  the  facade  are  thirteen  full-length  ^tues  of  alleged  saints. 
The  interior  of  the  cathedral  is  extremely  plain,  both  walls 
I  and  altars,  and  is  enriched  with  no  fine  paintings  or  carvings. 
The  Isthmus  of  Panama  is  credited  with  a  population  of 
I  about  200,000 ;   while  Panama   city  contains  some  20,000, 
mostly  coemopoliteB  like  those  found  in  Aspinwali.     The 
English  and  French  languages  are  everywhere  spoken,  and 
the  best  stores,  restaurants,  and  bar-rooms  are  managed  in 
either  the  French  or  the  American  fashion.     There  is  a  very 

I  good  daily  newspaper,  called  the  "  Star  and  Ilordld,"  which 
consists  of  eight  pages,  a  third  of  it  being  printed  in  English, 
a  third  in  French,  a»d  a  third  in  Spanish.  Moreover,  these 
three  BetrtioTis  are  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  separate 
claeees  of  readers  represented  by  the  respective  languages,  in 
that  they  do  not  contain  altogether  the  same  matter,  except^ 
of  course,  Uie  important  cable  and  telegraphic  t 
The  paper  sells  for  ten  cents,  silver. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

ON  TO  GUAYAQUIL. 

From  Panama  I  took  one  of  the  (British)  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Company's  vessels  for  the  chief  seaport  of  Ecua- 
dor. She  was  the  IIo,  a  steamer  of  aboat  fifteen  hundred 
tons  burden,  upon  whose  upper  deck,  running  flush  from 
stem  to  stem  were  a  double  row  of  commodious  state-rooms 
and  a  large  and  finely-upholstered  dining-saloon,  the  whole 
surrounded  with  ample  room  to  promenade.  The  hatch- 
ways, with  steam  winches  for  loading  and  unloading  cargo, 
were  placed  nearly  at  the  sides  of  the  steamer  instead  of 
along  the  center,  as  is  usual.  This  novel  arrangement  had 
several  advantages  for  the  passengers.  Above  the  roof  of 
the  dining-saloon  and  state-rooms  an  awning  was  spread,  and 
from  this  elevated  position  a  good  breeze  and  an  extended 
view  were  readily  obtainable.  As  a  sliglit  testimony  to  the 
prevailing  lawlessness  and  insecurity  of  life  in  the  South 
American  states,  our  steamer  Carried  a  stand  of  muskets  and 
cutlasses  in  the  pilot-house,  precisely  as  was  formerly  the  cus- 
tom with  vessels  exposed  to  predatory  visits  of  Malay  pirates 
in  the  East  India  and  China  Sea  navigation.  There  were  on 
board  about  thirty  passengers,  bound  for  various  towns  along 
the  coast,  but  mostly  for  Guayaquil  and  Callao.  The  first- 
class  fare  from  Panama  to  Guayaquil,  a  passage  of  but  little 
more  than  three  days,  was  one  hundred  and  two  dollars, 
American  gold  1  This  was  the  most  expensive  voyage  that 
I  remember  ever  to  have  made  in  any  part  of  the  world.  It 
was  a  fit  companion  to  the  Panama  Kailroad  extortion  just  ex- 
perienced.    But  when  did  a  monopoly  have  a  conscience  ? 
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As  I  wiis  ra]iii]ly  nearing  the  lands  of  Pizarro  and  Alma- 
j,  I  tboiiplit  it  well  to  be^n  at  once  the  practice  of  the 
I  ]nire  Castilinii  which  I  flattered  myself  I  had  recfntly  ac- 
1  ijuircd  \\'ith  considerable  zeal  and  effort  in  New  Tork.  My 
I  firfit  victims  were  unsuspecting  sons  of  Pern  and  Chili,  who 
I  waited  npfm  table,  and  whose  profiles  I  was  sure  I  had  seen 
n  some  tcTra-cntt;i  pitchers  in  the  Metropolitan  MiiBenm  of 
I  Art.  They  lii?tene<i  to  rae  anxiously  but  kindly,  frequently 
I  repeating  my  cjupstions  with  an  accent  different  from  mine. 
I  This  I  attributed  to  the  fact  that  they  bad  not  before  had  the 
I  good  fortune  tn  hear  tlieir  dnlcet  tongue  spoken  with  such 
I  purity  as  by  the  natives  of  Madrid,  Manila,  Havana,  or  New 
I  York.  I  was  not  hurt — I  only  pitied  the  unsophisticated  de- 
I  sccudants  of  thi3  Incus.     But  when  occasionally  I  received  an 

I  answer  in  curt  English  to  my  precise  and  melodious  Spanish, 

I I  marveled  greatly  that  they  did  not  understand  better  their 
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world,  is  the  circumstance  that  some  of  them  are  restricted 
to  certain  islands  of  the  group,  with  species  allied  but  quite 
distinct  on  another  island.  The  clew  to  the  explanation  of 
these  peculiar  phenomena  of  geographical  distribution  will 
doubtless  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  islands  are  separated 
from  each  other  by  deep  channels,  with  strong  currents,  and, 
being  volcanic,  and  having  emerged  from  the  soa,  must  have 
been  separately  elevated  by  subterraneain  forces  and  can  . 
never,  at  any  time,  have  been  closely  connected  with  the  ad- 
joining continent,  or  with  each  other.  They  were  probably 
peopled  by  their  present  stock  of  animals  at  so  very  remote 
a  period  as  to  have  allowed  time  for  much  variation  in  the 
characters  of  the  species.  Intermigration  has  been  pre- 
vented by  the  above-mentioned  reasons,  and  so  an  isolated 
development  of  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  character 
has  been  brought  about  by  natural  means  and  great  lapse  of 
time.  A  penal  colony  of  Ecuadorians  was  once  planted  on 
one  of  the  larger  islands  of  the  group.  But  the  convicts  re- 
volted, killed  the  governor,  and  escaped,  leaving  behind  pigp, 
cattle,  donkeys,  and  horses.  No  one  was  suspected  to  have 
lived  there  since  that  time.  But  a  party  from  the  Albatross 
Expedition  were  rather  surprised,  when  they  visited  the 
island,  to  come  upon  another  Alexander  Selkirk,  a  man  near- 
ly naked,  carrying  a  pig  on  his  back.  He  was  quite  as  sur- 
prised as  they,  and  was  at  first  in  great  fear;  but  finally  they 
got  him  to  talk.  His  hair  and  beard  had  grown  to  great 
length,  and  he  had  lost  all  notion  of  time.  He  said  that 
some  years  previous  he  had  come  from  Chatham  Island,  an- 
other of  the  group,  with  a  party  in  search  of  a  certain  valu- 
able moss ;  that  he  had  deserted  his  companions,  who  had 
gone  off  without  him,  and  that  since  that  time  he  had  been 
alone.  He  had  lived  on  fruits  and  herbs;  had  captured  wild 
cattle  by  setting  traps  for  them ;  killed  them  wuth  a  s])ear 
made  by  tying  a  pocket-knife  to  a  stick,  and  from  their  hides 
made  a  hut.  Ho  was  glad  to  see  men  again,  and  asked  to  be 
taken  back  to  Chatham,  which,  of  course,  was  granted. 

We  soon  entered  the  Gulf  of  Guayaquil,  and,  turning 
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about,  lieaded  toward  the  north.     The  conntry  in  eight 
I  level  in  the  foregronod,  witii  pretty,  wooded  hills  etretchi 
I  ftway  in  the  distance.     At   our  fore  was  now  hoiBted 
}  Ecuadorian  flag — three  broad,  longitudinal  stripes,  yelli 
I  blue,  and  red,  typifying,  it  waa  underBtood,  that  the  bl 
[  ocean  now  separated  bloodthirsty  Spaniards  from  the  yellow 
[  gold  of  Ei'uador.     We  pass  two  national  men-of-war,  merely 
email  trading-steamers  of  about  five  hundred  tons  burden  eaoh, 
without  armor-plating,  and  mounting  only  a  few  email  guns. 
Then  came  some  shipe,  but  no  merehaut-steamers,     A  little 
farther  on  we  anchor  near  the  shore  and  abreast  of  the  market- 
place of  Guayaquil.     All  that  appears  of  the  low-lying,  level 
city  from  the  gulf  is  a  long  row  of  bonses  of  yellow  and  white 
bamboo  and  stucco,  and  of  varying  altitudes,  with  tiled  roofa 
and  piazzas,  large  windows  fitted  with  green  Venetian  blinds 
and  bamboo  or  canvas  awnings.    The  buildings  are  generally 
arranged  as  stores  below  and  dwelling-rooms  above.    The  side- 
walk passes  through  a  corridor  of  the  buildings,  as  Is  usual  in 
Ecuadorian  towns,     A  few  twin  church-towerci,  of  odd,  Ori- 
ental styles,  rise  in  different  directions.    On  a  liill  east  of  tl 
■  city  there  seems  to  be  a  small  fort.     Along  the  bank  ru] 
I  tramway  with  double-decked  ears  drawn  by  mules.     Don) 
I  carts  and  loaded  pack-mules  pass.     A  brass  band  is  hei 
I  and  I  see  a  rIow  proce^ion  headed  by  a  priest,  and  a  great 
["wood  and  tinsel  figure  of  the  Virgin  Mary  home  upon  the 
I  Bhoulders  of  si-t  men.     The  object  of  this  religions  parade  ia 
I  to  take  up  a  collecrion  to  help  build  a  chnreh.     While  ob- 
ffierving  that  suliseriptiona  do  not  seem  to  flow  in  any  more 
[■  rapidly  tlian  they  do  at  home  under  the  incitement  of  stained 
SB,  flowers,  and  an  organ  voluntary,  my  atteution  is  sud- 
I  denly  dra\rn  to  a  huge  alligator,  fully  fifteen  feet  iu  length, 
I  «wimmiug  with  horrible,  gaping  jaws  down  the  swiftly 
I  ning  tide  of  the  gulf. 

The  captain  of  the  port  and  other  Ecuadorian  ofE< 
I  come  off  to  our  steamer,  all  with  great  display  of  gay  bnni 
rand  uniforms,  and  no  deficiency  of  self-appreciation.     Kative 
I.  froit-ecllers,  with  huge  boat  loads  of  bananas  and  pineapples. 
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also  approacli  and  beg  eagerly  for  patronage.  Going  on 
shore  1  am  passed  tlirough  the  custom-honse  with  a  hurried 
examination  of  my  baggage,  and  soon  find  a  comfortable 
room  in  the  "  Hotel  de  Enropa."  Guayaquil  is  not  only  the 
commercial  seaport  of  Quito,  the  capital,  but  of  all  Ecuador, 
and  in  walking  through  the  streets — ^many  of  them  paved 
and  lighted  with  gas — I  am  struck  by  the  very  great  variety 
and  general  good  quality  of  the  merchandise  exposed  for 
sale.  The  number  of  drinking-shops,  where  fiery  liquors  are 
sold,  is,  however,  disproportionately  large.  On  most  of  the 
leading  thoroughfares  are  mule  tram-cars.  From  behind  the 
curtains  of  many  of  the  deep,  latticed  balconies,  which  hang 
midway  over  the  streets,  I  often  caught  glimpses  of  flashing 
black  eyes,  velvety  cheeks  of  pearly  hue,  raven  tresses,  and 
cherry-ripe  lips.  This  was  all  that  was  vouchsafed  me,  for 
tlie  sefioritas  of  Ecuador,  as  of  Old  Spain,  are  extremely  coy. 
One  of  the  churches  has  such  a  very  Chinese-looking  pair  of 
pyramidal  towers,  that  I  half  expected  to  find*  some  natives 
of  distant  Cathay  lounging  about  its  carved  wooden  portals. 
I  called  at  a  neighboring  bamboo  convent  and  was  cordially 
received  by  some  of  the  old  padres.  Their  cells  were  bare 
of  furniture,  as  usual,  though  the  walls  were  covered  with  re- 
ligious pictures  and  texts.  A  great  number  of  empty  brandy- 
bottles  were  hidden  behind  a  door,  and  some  of  the  red-faced 
and  very  corpulent  old  monks  showed  only  too  plainly  where 
the  contents  had  recently  gone. 

The  old  route  to  Quito  was  first  by  eteamboat,  seventy 
miles  up  the  Guayas  Eiver,  in  one  day,  to  a  town  called 
Bodegas,  and  then  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles  in  seven 
or  eight  days,  on  mule-back,  over  the  flank  of  CLimborazo  and 
the  lofty  table-lands  of  the  valley,  to  the  capital.  But  a  new 
route,  which  I  proposed  to  follow,  permitted  two  other  varie- 
ties of  travel — namely,  railroad  and  diligence.  This  led  al- 
most directly  eastward,  over  the  Andes,  imtil  we  reached  the 
great  valley  of  Quito,  when  we  proceeded  nearly  due  north 
to  our  goal.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  have  as  companions 
on  this  journey  Mr.  Kelly,  the   contractor,  and   Mr.  Mali- 
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Inowslci,  the  engineer,  of  tlie  new  railway.  Mr.  Kelly  has 
I  alrcaiJy  lind  considerable  experience  in  railway  constnicdon 
1  in  (.'cTitriil  America,  while  Mr.  Molinoweki  is  one  of  the  best- 
I  known  mvii  in  liis  jirofessiou  in  South  America,  having  been 
lengagcd  witli  Mr.  Meiggs  in  the  bnilding  of  the  famoiia 
I  Oroya  Railroad  from  Lima  eastward  over  the  Cordillera, 
I  lie  had  been  employed  at  a  large  salary  to  lay  out  the  new 
lEcnadorian  line  toward  the  great  central  highway  of  the 
inntry  and  ]m>silily  to  Quito  itself.  Both  of  these  gentle- 
Imen  weru  tinu  linf^iiists,  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  cna- 
Itoms  of  the  natives  and  with  the  best  methods  of  traveling, 
land  I  was  grt-atly  indebted  to  them  for  many  hints  ou  what 
I  proved  to  lie  .1  hard  and  exhausting  trip.  My  preparations 
Ifiir  inoTiti tain-travel  were  soon  complete.  I  procured  a 
I  saddle,  with  metal  stirrups,  stout  crupper  and  breeehing, 
I  bridle,  lariat,  a  pair  of  spurs  with  rowels  fully  two  inches  in 
I  diameter,  rubber  and  woiilen  jimic/nM  or  cloaks,  rubber  cover 
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denly  developed  into  a  sharp  attack  of  the  Guayaquil  fever 
— a  sort  of  bilious  fever,  accompanied  with  terrific  pains  in 
the  crown  and  back  of  the  head,  in  the  small  of  the  back, 
and  in  the  thighs.  Severe  vomiting  ensued.  My  pulse 
mounted  \vith  fearful  rapidity,  and  some  of  the  Ecuadorian 
passengers  were  at  first  of  the  opinion  that  I  was  afflicted 
with  the  dreaded  yellow  fever.  In  fact,  a  bad  bilious  fever 
resembles,  in  the  beginning,  a  mild  attack  of  Yellow  Jack. 
During  the  night  I  was  delirious,  but  in  the  morning  the 
fever  had  greatly  abated,  though  the  pain  in  the  head  con- 
tinued, and  I  was  too  weak  to  stand.  I  took  at  once  a  strong 
purgative  and  afterward  powerful  doses  of  quinine.  When 
the  first  sharp  attack  came  on,  the  Ecuadorians  gave  me  a 
great  quantity  of  the  strong  native  brandy,  called  aguardi- 
ente^ made  from  sugar-cane.  This  stopped  the  pain  in  the 
back  but  rather  increased  that  in  the  head.  However,  it  was 
a  relief  to  have  such  severe  pain  in  one  place  instead  of  two. 
The  Guayas  Kiver  was  muddy,  and  ran  with  a  swift  cur- 
rent, which  bore  along  many  small  floating  islands  of  reeds 
and  flowers  of  varied  species,  which  perhaps  resembled  the 
chinampas  of  Montezuma's  Mexico.  The  banks  seemed  al- 
most uninhabited ;  they  were  low,  and  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  bananas,  plantains,  and  palms.  In  the  distance 
were  many  gracefully  outlined  and  jungle-clad  hills.  We 
had  a  remarkably  fine  view  by  moonlight  of  the  great  Chim- 
borazo,  from  its  very  summit  down  to  the  snow  limit.  The 
appearance  of  this  wonderful  mountain  has  been  so  often  de- 
scribed that  I  will  merely  say  that  its  solitariness  and  mass- 
iveness  are  the  qualities  which  most  impress  one.  It  is  nearly 
covered  in  a  winding-sheet  of  purest  snow  and  ice,  though 
the  tempests  seem  to  have  bared  great  streaks  on  its  rugged 
sides.  When  upon  the  plateau  of  Quito,  we  are  nearly  two 
miles  high,  which  greatly  dwarfs  Chimborazo,  Cotopaxi,  and 
the  neighboring  Andean  giants,  so  that  our  unusually  clear 
view  from  the  level  of  the  sea  showed  the  celebrated  mount- 
ain to  the  best  advantage.  We  reached  Yaguachi  about 
midnight,  and  found  a  good  supper  ready  for  us  in  the  sta- 
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tion-hoiise  of  the  Soutliem  Railway  of  Ecnador,  and  a  little 
later  comfortable  eleepiiig-roome  in  the  eecond  stor}'  of  the 
same  bailding.     "We  had  advanced  about  iifty  miles. 

Tlie  next  morning  at  daybreak  we  entered  the  cars  of  the 
first  and  only  railway  yet  hnilt  in  the  Republic  of  Ecnador. 
Thie  railway  was  then  about  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  haa 
since  been  extended  twenty  miles  more.  It  is  a  narrow- 
gauge  line,  with  steel  rails,  and  very  diminntive  cars  and 
locomotives,  which  were  built  in  Pennsylvania.  As  upon 
the  Ipthmu.-i  of  Panama,  the  engineers  are  foreigners,  the 
liremen  and  brakeraen  natives.  But  one  trip  a  day  is  made, 
the  train  in  which  we  went  not  returning  until  the  following 
day,  Tlie  rate  of  speed  is  about  ten  miles  an  honr,  tlioogh 
even  this  is  occasionally  somewhat  reduced  by  accidents  to 
the  rolling-gear,  the  steam  becoming  low,  or  some  other 
avoidable  mieliap.     There  are  no  cntlings  i.ir  fillings  of  any 
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fasted  in  a  neighboring  hoose — a  simple  bamboo  structure 
raised  upon  wooden  piles  and  having  a  thick,  straw-thatched 
roof.  The  breakfast  consisted  of  the  popular  native  dish, 
potato-soup — not  bad,  but  still  not  very  nutritious  ;  broiled 
chicken,  fresh  killed  and  therefore  tongh ;  eggs  fried  in 
cocoanut-oil ;  and  a  most  delicious  large  pineapple.  Then 
we  were  oflE  through  the  virgin  forests,  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  fording  raging  mountain  torrents,  crossing  frail  bamboo 
bridges,  scrambling  along  precipices,  toiling  in  and  out  of 
gluey  bogs,  and  brushing  through  tangled  thickets.  A  great 
part  of  the  road  was  simply  a  series  of  holes,  a  foot  or  so  in 
depth,  worn  and  hollowed  by  rain  and  much  travel,  and  in 
and  out  of  which  our  mules  had  to  step  with  most  laborious 
slowness.  We  were  mounted,  however,  upon  good  stout 
animals  that  possessed  all  the  surety  and  safety  of  step  pecul- 
iar to  their  race.  They  are  extremely  gentle  creatures,  rare- 
ly having  even  the  expected  attribute  of  obstinacy.  Their 
memory  is  exceedingly  imperfect,  and  requires  to  be  con- 
tinually jogged  with  the  spurs.  The  natives,  when  riding, 
play  a  constant  tattoo  upon  the  flanks  of  their  mules,  in  order 
to  obtain  uniform  and  satisfactory  progress,  though  they  al- 
ways allow  the  animals  to  select  the  part  of  the  road  which 
they  prefer.  A  good  mule  in  Ecuador  is  more  expensive 
than  a  good  horse.  Donkeys  are  employed  in  the  transport 
of  baggage,  and  good  donkeys  will  carry  as  much  as  a  mule 
can,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  As  they  wear  no 
head-gear,  they  are  not  led,  but  are  driven  in  troops  by  mule- 
teers. About  a  dozen  of  them  were  required  to  carry  all 
our  baggage.  We  rode  slowly  forward,  with  magnificent 
forest  and  mountain  views  on  everj^  hand,  until  at  dusk  we 
reached  the  farm-house  of  a  friend  of  Mr.  Kelly's,  where  we 
stopped  for  the  night.  Round  about  the  country  was  plant- 
ed with  coffee,  sugar-cane,  and  orange  and  lemon  tree;=i.  A 
primitive  press  for  extracting  the  juice  of  the  sugar-cane,  and 
a  huge  copper  caldron  for  boiling  the  liquid,  were  located 
near  the  house.  The  master  was  absent  on  business  in  Guay- 
aquil, but  his  daughter,  a  beautiful  girl  of  eighteen,  made  us 
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most  welcome  and  did  tlie  honors  with  a  native  grace  that 
elicited  the  warmest  praise  from  even  such  old  campaignen 
aa  my  critical  companions.  In  the  absence  of  her  father  the 
voung  hidy  was  administering  the  entire  estate,  and  it  wae 
extremely  interesting  to  watch  her  direct  half  a  dozen  men 
in  their  diverse  duties  in  as  many  minutes.  She  treated  08 
to  some  very  fair  food,  though  it  is  generally  necessary  for 
foreigners  to  acquire  a  liking  for  the  products  of  an  Ecua- 
dorian kitchen.  Into  nearly  everything  are  put  cheese,  gar- 
lic, and  oil  or  fat,  and  of  course  the  frying-pan  is  in  frequent 
request.  They  have  an  odd  practice  of  serving  two  kinds 
of  soup  at  a  meal,  the  second  coming  near  the  conclusion,  and 
being  followed  perhaps  by  a  sweet — some  sort  of  cake  or 
jelly.  They  keep  strong  coffee-extract  already  prepared  in  a 
liottle,  and  serve  it  at  your  discretion  with  hot  water  or 
boiled  milk,  A  proper  deforce  of  cleanliness  is  lacking,  both 
at  table  ami    in   bedruonis,  !mt  il  is  ijiiitc  the  same  in  all 
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We  went  on  early  in  the  morning  and  experienced  a  day 
of  terrible  roads  and  wild  torrents,  but  with  most  magnificent 
scenic  treats.  The  views  of  nmbrageous  valleys  and  hnge 
hills  more  than  repaid  me  for  the  rough  travel.  All  nature 
was  on  a  tremendous  scale ;  even  the  hillocks  were  several 
thousand  feet  in  height.  At  night  we  reached  a  small  In- 
dian village  far  up  among  the  hills,  and  found  quarters  in 
a  wretched  wayside  inn.  This  building  was  of  sun-dried 
mud,  with  a  straw-thatch  atop.  We  had  but  two  very  small 
rooms,  and  both  were  full  of  spiders,  fleas,  and  other  insect 
pests.  We  improvised  a  dining-table  out  of  an  empty  pro- 
vision-box, and  put  down  our  beds  in  the  inner  room,  vir- 
tually a  cellar  with  a  mud  floor.  On  awakening  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  spoke  of  a  rat  which  had  playfully  coursed  about  my 
head  during  the  night ;  but  one  of  my  companions  said  it 
must  have  been  a  mouse,  for  the  room  was  really  too  small 
to  admit  a  rat.  I  sighed  deeply,  and  turned  over  for  another 
nap.  On  our  arrival  in  the  village,  a  market  was  in  progress 
in  the  plaza  or  great  square.  The  Indians  had  for  sale  barley, 
maize,  meat,  and  oranges.  The  mestizoes,  or  half-castes,  that 
I  had  seen  since  leaving  Guayaquil  reminded  me  strongly  of 
the  Siamese  in  facial  appearance  and,  to  some  extent,  in  their 
good-natured  but  apathetic  manner.  Most  of  the  people  in 
Ecuador,  and  the  rest  of  South  America  as  well,  belong  to 
the  mixed  races.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  inoffensive 
and  uncivilized.  To  be  precise,  there  are  actually  seven  racial 
varieties  in  South  America :  1.  Foreigners,  among  whom  are 
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Spaniards  ami  Portugueae.  2.  Creole*,  descendants  of  En- 
ropeaiis  and  North^Amerieana  eettled  id  tlie  country.  3. 
McKftzoes,  offspring  of  Europeans  and  Kortli  Americana  and 
Indians.  4.  Mulattoes,  ofEspriiig  of  Enropeana  and  North 
Americans  and  negroes.  5.  Zaniboes,  ofEi^pring  of  Indians 
and  negroea.  6,  Indians,  7.  Negroes,  The  whites,  who 
are,  of  com^e,  the  ruling  class,  are  principally  the  descehd- 
anls  of  the  early  Spanish  settlers  in  'all  the  countries  eavB 
JVu^il,  wliffc  the  settlers  were  Portuguese.  The  Indian 
pKpiilaliiin  iif  Quito  and  its  neighborhood  are  descendants  of 
the  aburiginal  tribes.  They  are  still  niore  apathetic  than  the 
mestizoes.  They,  are  also  shorter  and  stouter,  with  broad 
fact*  and  great  shocks  of  strong  black  hair.  Their  language 
is  tbe  Quichiia,  one  of  the  most  polished  and  widely  diffused 
of  all  native  Anierieaii  tongues,  formerly  spoken  everywhere 
in  the  empire  of  the  Incas.  They  wear  coarse  cotton  sliirts 
md  the  always  frrat'L'ful  and  \\\<-\\\k-'^i\\\q pcncfm. 
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will  carry  loads  of  about  one  hundred  pounds  fifteen  miles  a 
day.  Their  only  weapon  is  their  saliva,  which  is  very  acrid, 
and  which  they  eject  in  a  similar  fashion  to  that  employed 
in  his  self-defense  by  our  very  pretty  but  also  very  unsavory 
skunk. 

The  next  day  was  a  hard  one  of  mountain  scramble,  con- 
tinually ascending  nntil  we  left  the  forests  behind,  and  found 
instead  vast  fields  of  coarse  grass  and  stunted  shrubs.  The 
cold  was  intense  at  night,  which  we  were  compelled  to  pass 
in  a  mud-hut  hardly  fit  for  cattle,  and  one  of  my  companions 
suffered  from  the  rarefaction  of  the  air.  The  hard  ground 
was  our  floor,  and  piles  of  hay  laid  on  boughs  our  luxurious 
couches.  We  awoke  quite  stiff  from  the  cold.  As  we  jour- 
neyed on,  the  hills  were  swept  by  furious  winds.  The  In- 
dians, clad  in  goat-skin  trousers,  had  adopted  the  profession 
of  shepherds,  and  large  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  dotted  the 
hills,  while  cattle,  large  and  sleek,  lent  a  homelike  aspect  to 
the  landscape.  After  traversing  some  very  dreary  plains,  at 
nocm  we  reached  the  old  ruined  city  of  Latacunga,  and  rat- 
tled through  its  desolate  streets  to  the  inn.  Latacunga  has 
suffered  so  much  from  earthquakes  that  it  is  even  now  half 
in  ruins.  The  houses  are  built  of  pumice,  and  are  but  one 
story  in  height.  Leaving  this  town,  we  entered  upon  a  very 
fine  carriage-road,  the  work  of  a  former  Ecuadorian  President, 
G.  Garcia  Moreno.  This  road,  which  runs  to  the  capital, 
Quito,  cost  two  million  dollars.  It  is  about  thirty  feet  in 
width,  with  a  deep  ditch  on  each  side.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  macadamize  it,  for  the  clay  of  the  country  packs  almost 
as  solidly  as  rock.  In  certain  steep  inclines,  however,  it  is 
paved  with  cobble-stones,  as  are  the  bridges — handsome  arches 
of  stone  and  brick  most  substantially  built — and  also  the 
twenty  miles  of  it  nearest  the  capital.  At  night  we  reached 
a  place  called  Chuquipoyo,  on  the  southeastern  flank  of  Chim- 
borazo,  which  from  the  inn  piazza  seemed  startlingly  near, 
as  well  as  almost  insignificantly  small  and  easy  of  ascent.  It 
should  be  noticed  that  Chuquipoyo  is  nearly  thirteen  thou- 
sand feet  above  sea-level,  and  that  the  atmosphere  at  this 
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laltitoiie  is  rL-niarkahly  clear.  I  was  afterward  similarly  de- 
Iceived,  and  to  my  cost,  in  ascending  Popocatepetl.  From 
where  I  rfpeut  the  night,  also  at  au  altitude  of  about  thirteen 
Itlioiiaand  feet,  it  seemed  as  if  one  might  get  to  the  summit 
r  in  a  couple  of  hours;  but  it  was  an  eight  liours'  severe 
Iclimh.  At  Chui]iiipojo  we  all  etiffered  greatly  from  the 
Ipeculiarly  penetrating  quality  of  the  cold  atmosphere.  We 
;  almost  immediately  on  the  equator,  and  yet  we  sliiv- 
lered  with  two  hcavj'  blankets  beneath  and  live  over  us.  In 
Ithe  morning  we  wt'nt  nortliward,  across  a  vast  treeless  desert, 
n  swept  by  furious  winds  and  gnats  of  iine  sand,  past  a  deserted 
Ivillage  called  Mocha,  and  on  agaJii  until,  early  in  the  after- 
Inoon,  we  reached  Ambato,  the  interior  town  next  in  impor- 
Itaucc  to  Quito,  or  the  third  town  of  the  republic.  The 
Ihouses  are  built  of  suu-dried  brick,  whitewashed,  and  their 
Iroofs  are  covcreii  with  red  tilus.  We  straggled  up  a  long 
,  narrow  but  nicely  |)aved,  and  with  a  central  gutter, 
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tore,  together  with  shouts,  exhortations,  anathemas,  shrill 
whistling,  and  blowing  of  the  bugle,  are  kept  up  unremittingly 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  each  stage,  whether  it  is  ten 
or  twenty  miles  in  length.  Should  the  mules  flag  from  a  gal- 
lop, or  a  swift  and  steady  trot,  or  even  drop  to  a  walk,  as  they 
are  naturally  constrained  to  do  at  the  foot  of  very  steep  hills, 
the  postilions  dismount  and  running,  one  on  either  side,  deal 
such  fearful  blows  with  their  coarse  whip-lashes  of  bull's  hide 
that  I  almost  feared  the  poor  little  brutes  would  be  bisected. 
They  were  certain  to  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  stage  horribly 
chafed,  bleeding,  and  utterly  exhausted.  The  diligence  com- 
pany does  not  provide  suitable  mules  for  the  service,  although 
it  b  well  able  to  do  so,  since  but  one  trip  a  week  is  made,  and  the 
charge  is  six  dollars  for  an  inside  and  four  for  an  outside  seat. 
A  first-class  passenger  is  allowed  only  twenty  pounds  of  bag- 
gage free,  and 'for  extra  baggage  must  pay  at  a  high  rate.  The 
distance  from  Ambato  to  Quito  is  seventy-five  miles,  and  the 
time  allowed  two  days.  We  enjoyed  always  splendid  views 
of  the  sharp,  smooth  cone  of  Cotopaxi  upon  our  right,  the 
steep  and  jagged  Iliniza  upon  our  left,  and  behind  us  the 
massive  dome  of  Chimborazo.  TVe  had  sent  a  courier  for- 
ward to  engage  fresh  mules  at  an  inn  nearly  opposite,  and 
not  five  miles  distant  from  the  base  of  Cotopaxi,  which  has 
the  same  deceptive  appearance  of  accessibility  as  has  Chimbo- 
razo from  Chuquipoyo,  but  upon  arriving  we  were  surprised 
to  find  that  our  order  had  been  ignored.  This  caused  us  a 
delay  of  a  night,  and  we  suspected  that  the  courier  and  land- 
lord had  "  put  their  heads  together  "  to  compel  us  to  patron- 
ize the  inn.  During  the  afternoon  we  had  passed  an  enor- 
mous flow  of  lava,  rocks,  and  sand,  the  eruption  from  Coto- 
paxi in  1868.  Once  we  were  obliged  to  dismount  and  walk 
for  a  long  distance,  where  a  great  stone  bridge  and  the  road 
had  been  torn  away.  In  the  plain  before  Cotopaxi  there  is  a 
huge,  smooth  mound,  of  oval  shape,  which  the  natives  claim 
was  reared  by  the  old  Incas  in  honor  of  some  of  their  divini- 
ties. It  seems  almost  too  enormous  for  such  an  ex}ilanation, 
for  it  Ib  very  much  larger  than  those  of  our  old  Indian  mound- 
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IbiiildL-rs  in  the  Western  United  States.  We  were  favored 
Iwitli  a  view  of  Cotupaxi  by  moonlight — a  magniticent  sight, 
Bwith  it*  sides  of  viiri-colored  lava,  its  long  patches  of  black 
laand,  and  its  great  fields  of  the  purest  white  Bnow  and  blue 


At  daybreak  we  were  off  with  fresh  mules  and  a  mounted 
Ihorse,  attached  to  our  team  simply  by  his  tail  as  leader,  and 
I  this  odd  manner  he  proved  a  powerful  aid.  "We  had  a 
llong  and  weiry  aseent,  and  theu  began  gradually  to  descend 
linto  a  beautiful  green  valley  that  bore  quite  a  resemblance  to 
■  valleys  that  niay  be  found  in  the  northern  part  of  England. 
iTherc  were  smooth,  velvety  meadows,  well-cultivated  fields, 
laud  hedge-rows  for  fences.  We  breakfasted  in  the  vestibule 
lof  a  native  inn  with  this  lovely  scene  before  us,  and  then 
Ihurried  on  to  the  end  of  our  journey.  The  road  was  now 
Ipaved,  and  we  had  another  long  and  winding  ascent,  and  then 
|tlic  numlier  of   pack-tmins  we   met,  the   number  of  natives 
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being  no  hotel  as  we  understand  the  term — that  is,  no  place 
where  both  rooms  and  meals  are  furnished.  For  nse  of  the 
restaurant  I  had  to  pay  one  dollar,  for  my  rooms  two  dollars  per 
day.  The  latter  were  large  and  well  furnished,  according  to 
the  Spanish,  or,  more  precisely,  Ecuadorian  idea  of  comfort 
and  elegance.  In  my  parlor  there  was  a  lavish  display  of 
glass-ware,  porcelain  vases,  trinkets,  and  paper  flowers.  There 
were  as  many  as  five  small  tables  in  the  room.  Two  large 
windows  opened  upon  balconies  overlooking  the  street.  The 
bedroom  had  but  one  window,  tilled  with  iron  bars  like  a 
prison-cell,  and  open  toward  the  Court-yard.  A  noticeable 
feature  of  the  doors  was  their  enormous  locks,  with  keys  four 
inches  long  and  weighing  a  pound  or  more.  Since,  on  ac- 
count of  the  petty  thieving  prevalent,  the  rooms  must  be 
kept  locked,  the  carrying  of  one  of  these  Bastile  rivals  be- 
comes almost  necessary,  though  exceedingly  irksome.  A 
stone  staircase  from  the  street,  and  a  brick-paved  corridor, 
ornamented  with  flowers,  gave  access  to  the  rooms. 

At  last  I  am  settled  in  Quito,  just  three  weeks  and  two 
days  from  the  time  of  leaving  New  York  city — one  day  being 
spent  in  Panama  and  two  days  in  Guayaquil.  The  time  occu- 
pied on  the  journey  from  Guayaquil  to  the  capital  was  seven 
days,  and  the  distance  thus  traversed  about  two  hundred 
miles.  Here  in  Quito,  before  I  set  out  to  make  any  special 
study  of  the  place,  I  am  struck  by  the  lighter  complexion  of 
the  people  than  of  those  dwelling  nearer  the  coast.  This  is 
explained  by  their  living  at  a  greater  altitude  rather  than  by 
their  possessing  purer  strains  of  blood.  The  next  striking 
peculiarity  is  the  dress  of  the  men,  or  perhaps  I  should  say 
the  full-dress  of  the  gentlemen,  who  wear  high  black  silk  hats, 
black  broadcloth  frock-coats,  black  kid  gloves,  and  carry  orna- 
mental canes.  These  indications  of  other  and  very  different 
civilizations  seem  about  as  much  out  of  place  as  would  Ilin- 
dostanee  turbans  or  Indian  war-plumes.  Always  noticeable 
and  interesting  are  the  horsemen  and  their  beautiful  horses. 
One  hardly  knows  which  to  admire  the  more,  the  perfect  seat 
and  pose  of  the  rider  or  the  perfect  fonn  and  gait  of  the  animal. 
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The  following  day  being  tlio  Sabbatli,  I  visited  the  cathe- 
dral, where  high  iua.s8  was  being  celebrated  in  presence  of  the 
TL'Iibitfhop  aiid  a  consistory  of  bishops.     The  cathedral  occn- 
s  one  side  of  the  principal  square,  and  opposite  is  the  pal- 
let of  the  archbishop.     On  the  north  side  is  the  Capitol,  and 
1  the  reniitining  side  the  private  residence  of  an  old  and  very 
wealthy  Spanish  family.    The  plaza  or  sqaare  is  laid  out  witli 
jflowereand  shnibs  and  paved  patlis,  which  intersect  each  other 
pt  a,  central  stone  fnnntain.     The  outside  view  of  the  cathe- 
llral  is  more  quaint  than  imposing.     There  is  a  large  greeu- 
piled  dome,  uud  a  fa^-ade  with  small  windows  and  a  piazza. 
The  door&  are  covered  with  carvings  and  huge  metal  boeeea. 
'  iside  the  flooring  is  of  brick,  while  the  roof  is  of  carved 
wood  richly  gilded  or  painted  red.     A  number  of  very  large 
aintings  of  no  great  merit  cover  the  walls.     The  altar  dis- 
played the  n.«nal  tawdry  eoilection  uf  flowers,  candles,  pict- 
nd  i'fti:ncs,  and  the  stalls  of  tiie  bishops  were  ranged 
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ready  spoken  of,  wore  black  cloaks  of  a  fashion  that  remind- 
ed me  of  the  conventional  "  heavy  villain  "  in  the  theatres  at 
home.  This  resemblance  was  increased  by  the  flashing  black 
eyes,  fierce  mustache,  or  forked  beard.  I  could  not  avoid 
observing  the  democratic  footing  of  the  congregation.  The 
dirtiest  poncho-coveireA,  Indian  jostled  the  most  aristocratic 
cloth-cloaked  hidalgo^  the  daintiest  sefloritas  and  the  women 
who  tend  cattle  knelt  together  in  the  same  chapels.  A  fine 
organ,  artistically  handled,  and  a  competent  choir,  furnished 
the  sensuous  music  always  provided  in  Catholic  churches. 
As  I  left  the  cathedral  a  battalion  of  native  troops  passed  on 
its  way  to  the  Jesuit  church,  and  I  followed.  The  Ecua- 
dorian army  numbers  about  a  thousand  men  and  boys,  part 
stationed  in  Guayaquil  and  a  part  in  the  capital.  The  troops 
are  neatly  uniformed  in  blue  cloth  with  red  facings  and  trim- 
mings, and  armed  with  old  Kemington  rifles.  Many  of  the 
cartridge-boxes  also  came  originally  from  the  same  place,  and 
were  plainly  marked  "  U.  S."  The  battalion  was  largely  com- 
posed of  boys,  marshaled  without  any  reference  to  size.  It 
was  preceded  by  a  brass  band  of  about  thirty  instrumentiilists 
and  was  followed  by  about  twenty  buglers.  The  step  was 
very  quick,  and  the  band  played  \Qry  fair  music,  which 
sounded  comparatively  fine  as  it  reverberated  through  the 
arches  of  the  church.  This  church  has  a  remarkably  hand- 
some carved  facade.  It  is  about  the  only  example  of  really 
beautiful  stone  carving  remaining  in  Quito.  The  great 
wooden  doors  are  also  elaborately  carved,  though  in  a  more 
modem  style  than  the  fayade.  The  altar  is  very  massively 
and  richly  gilded,  and  the  walls  of  the  nave  are  ornamented 
with  raised  tile-work  pictures  which  are  very  effective  as  seen 
from  below.  Near  the  door  is  a  remarkable  picture  of  the 
tortures  of  hell.  Lucifer  is  seen  sitting  in  state  upon  his  hell- 
hounds, and  directs  the  infernal  proceedings.  The  offense 
of  each  victim  is  painted  in  plain  letters  near  him.  The 
tortures  consist  in  being  devoured  by  various  animals,  pierced 
by  knives,  in  being  made  to  swallow  melted  lead,  and  in 
other  ingenious  inventions  of  delirious  cruelty. 


en  AFTER  IV. 

QIITO — PARADISE  OF   PEIEBTB. 

The  system  of  tlie  Andes  is  the  lonyest  in  the  world, 

lougli  not  the  iiiffhest,  that  being  tlie    Himalaya.      The 

Andes  lie  in  paralk-I  ranges,  which  inclose  elevated  valleys. 

[ThiB  plateau  and  monntain  section  are  from  one  hundred  to 

0  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  width.     Quito  lifs  nearly  at 

Ihe  northern  extremity  of  a  valley,  or,  more  properly,  of  an 

i  platean,  whicli  extends  from  Ihe  hordere  of  Pern  to 
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of  the  public  streets.  Quito  has  a  decidedly  monotonous  ap- 
pearance as  viewed  from  an  eminence.  There  are  only  three 
or  four  church  edifices  and  towers  to  vary  the  dull  uniform- 
ity of  the  houses ;  and  the  streets  themselves,  rarely  more 
than  twenty  feet  in  width,  make  but  slight  marks  of  divis- 
ion. The  roofs  of  most  of  the  houses  project  over  the  nar- 
row sidewalks,  thus  affording  some  shelter  to  pedestrians  in 
the  rainy  season.  The  streets  seem  always  filled  with  people, 
both  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  and  the  mvcvLy -colored ponchos 
worn  produce  a  gay  effect.  Several  of  the  more  wealthy 
residents  possess  carriages.  I  saw  the  President  and  his  fam- 
ily taking  the  air  in  an  elegant  barouche,  and  the  Vic^Presi- 
dent  walking  in  the  conventional  funeral  black  which  seems 
so  incongruous  in  such  a  latitude,  with  such  primitive  sur- 
roundings. The  climate  of  Quito,  which  lies  nearly  under 
the  equator,  is  delightful — ^a  spring  the  year  round. 

One  morning  I  visited  one  of  the  cemeteries,  where  tlie 
poor  are  consigned  to  the  ground  and  tlie  rich  inclosed  in 
mural  vaults  or  niches,  as  in  Italy  and  other  European  coun- 
tries. I  found  a  great  excavation  in  the  hill-side,  which  had 
been  bricked  around  and  arranged  in  three  terraces  of  niches, 
each  of  the  latter  numbered  and  just  large  enough  to  hold  a 
coffin.  When  the  bodies  are  thus  disposed  of,  the  tombs  are 
sealed  and  covered  with  the  customary  inscriptions.  Should 
the  rent  for  these  niches  be  in  default  for  two  years,  the  bones 
may  be  removed  from  the  coffins  and  thrown  into  a  general 
receptacle  like  a  cistern.  I  saw  several  coffins  whose  con- 
tents had  been  unceremom'ously  disposed  of  in  this  manner. 
One  would  suppose  that  such  a  threat  of  ejectment  would 
be  unnecessary  among  people  with  means  above  abject  pov- 
erty, but  I  was  informed  that  this  was  not  the  case,  and  that 
frequently  the  bodies  of  the  rich  found  their  way  at  last  to 
the  common  grave.  A  neighboring  chapel  is  reserved  for 
masses  for  the  repose  of  the  souls  bodily  represented  in  the 
cemetery.  Near  by  is  a  large  brick  building,  filled  with 
cells  in  which  during  Lent  many  of  the  pious  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen of  Quito  spend  days  in  flagellation  and  other  ascetic 
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■practices,  ae.  a  eligLt  atonement  for  the  frivolitiefl  of  their 
Blivus  during  the  preceding  year. 

Nnt  far  from  the  cemetery  is  the  penitentiary,  a  large 
Bhrlclt  and  Ktone  hnikling,  guarded  by  troops,  and  eurronnded 
Bhy  a  wall  twenty  feet  in  height.  It  waa  erected  by  an  Eng- 
IlL^h  engineer  a  few  years  ago,  and  seeniB  admirably  adapted 
■to  its  purposes.  Six  long  and  narrow  "  wioga,"  three  Bto- 
■ries  in  height,  converge  at  a  central,  dome-covered  bnilding, 
Iwlienco  the  guards  may  have  a  clear  view  of  alt  that  ia  pass- 
ling  in  tlieni.  One  building  is  reserved  for  women.  Alto- 
tlier  there  are  some  five  hundred  ecllf,  which  average 
Beight  by  five  feet  in  size,  with  brick  floors  and  email  barred  win- 
Iduws.  During  timc-^  of  revolution  the  prisoners  are  largely 
lof  a  pohtical  typt-,  hut  ordin:irily  they  are  confined  for  theft 
■and  murder.  The  murders  are  often  the  results  of  street 
Bbrawlfl  committed  uiiiler  the  influence  of  liquor.  The  wom- 
|en,  PtraugL'  to  say.  are  imprisoned  for  similar  crimes.     The 
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I  passed  a  large  market  held  in  one  of  the  principal  squares. 
The  people  were  mostly  Indians,  covered  with  gay-colored 
ponchos^  who  had  brought  npon  their  donkeys  produce  of  all 
kinds  from  the  neighboring  farms.  There  was  a  great  quan- 
tity of  grain  and  vegetables,  not  so  large  a  supply  of  fruit, 
and  bnt  comparatively  little  meat.  The  people  squatted 
npon  the  ground,  with  their  supplies  grouped  about  them. 
Everything  was  sold  by  bulk,  either  in  simple  handfuls  or 
in  basketfuls.  Nothing  was  weighed.  The  principal  prod- 
ucts were  wheat,  barley,  maize,  beans,  potatoes,  guavas, 
oranges,  and  apricots. 

The  next  day  I  visited  first  the  Capitol,  a  long,  columned 
structure  of  brick  and  stucco,  situated  upon  the  northern 
side  of  the  grand  square.  On  the  ground  floor  are  common 
wine-shops,  on  the  second  the  post  and  telegraph  offices,  and 
on  the  third  the  two  halls  of  Congress.  The  Senate-cham- 
ber is  a  small,  plain  room,  ornamented  by  a  few  portraits, 
with  a  double  row  of  benches  facing  each  other  and  extend- 
ing to  a  simple  tribunal  covered  with  red  cloth.  Two  sena- 
tors are  elected  from  each  province,  making  a  total  of  twen- 
ty-five. The  representatives  sit  in  a  larger  and  if  possible 
even  plainer  room.  The  arrangement  of  benches  is  the  same, 
and  the  number  of  their  occupants  sixty.  The  Ecuadorian 
Congress  is  in  session  for  only  two  months  every  year.  In 
the  left  wing  of  the  Capitol  is  the  ofiice  of  the  President  of 
the  Republic.  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  presented  to  him, 
to  the  Vice-President  and  to  the  Minister  of  War,  being  first 
kept  waiting  a  few  moments  in  an  antechamber,  and  then 
ushered  before  these  magnates  by  an  aide-de-camp  in  brilliant 
uniform.  The  room  was  long  and  narrow,  with  crystal 
chandeliers,  heavy  draperies  at  the  windows,  an  ordinary 
carpet  on  the  floor,  mirrors,  book-cases,  and  tables  in  the  cor- 
ners, maps  and  pictures  upon  the  walls,  and  a  large  oil-paint- 
ing of  the  Virgin  Mary  opposite  the  seat  of  the  President. 
That  gentleman,  upon  my  entrance,  rose  and  cordially  shook 
hands  with  me.  His  name  was  J.  M.  P.  Caamafio.  He  was 
a  medium-sized  man,  with  mustache  and  side-whiskers,  dressed 
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lilijek,  auJ  with  a  very  pleasant  expression  and  engaging 
J  inaTinLT.  lie  asked  me  many  questions  about  my  proposed 
I  jdiimoy  in  South  America,  made  suggestions  eoneeming  that 
1  portion  of  it  relating  to  Ecuador,  offered  to  assist  me  in  any 
I  way  in  liis  power,  and  concluded  with  a  special  invitation  to 
I  his  house.  The  President  of  Ecnador  is  elected  for  four  years, 
I  and  his  salary  per  year  is  twenty-four  thonaaiid  dollars  of  the 
I  Bank  of  t^nifo,  or  alwut  twelve  thousand  of  American  money. 
I  The  terms  of  nfRce  i>f  the  presidents  of  tlie  South  American 
I  republics  vary,  though  four  years  is  the  general  limit ;  in 
I  f'liili  it  is  five  year-,  while  in  the  Argentine  Kepnblic  and 
I  Columbia  it  is  tix  years.  The  only  republic  in  the  world 
I  tlmt  holils  a  presidential  election  every  other  year  is  Vere- 
I  zuela.     President  C'aamafio  is  a  very  rich  man,  owning  large 

sugar  and  cacao  plantations.  lie  is  patriotic  beyond  the  Ecna- 
I  dorian  measure,  and  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  salary  ta 

cdiicattrm    and  ntbcr  mctiiods  of  furthering  the  enliffhtcn- 
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studying  for  the  priesthood,  fourteen  years'  novitiate  being 
necessary  to  attain  that  dignity.  I  climbed  the  tower  to  see 
the  bells,  one  of  which  was  very  old  and  very  large.  It  was 
suspended  from  two  immense  beams  by  about  a  hundred 
doublings  of  a  bullVhide  rope.  There  were  half  a  dozen 
otlier  bells  of  varying  sizes  and  tones.  These  were  all  beaten 
from  without.  In  Quito  all  day  long  the  bells  are  kept  jing- 
ling or  tolling  for  some  religious  ceremony  or  other,  in  some 
one  of  its  score  of  churches,  and  to  this  are  frequently  added 
the  braying  of  bugles  and  the  din  of  military  bands.  It  is  a 
veritable  paradise  of  priests — there  are  said  to  be  over  four 
hundred  in  the  city — but  something  of  a  pandemonium  for 
the  laity.  Bishops  and  priests  and  friars  are  always  to  be 
seen  upon  the  streets.  The  bishops  walk  slowly  along,  be- 
stowing their  blessings  right  and  left,  or  giving  their  great 
seal-rings  or  gloved  hands  to  be  kissed  by  the  simple-minded 
Indians,  who  kneel  at  the  curbstone  in  such  numbers,  as  al- 
most to  block  the  travel  and  traflBc  of  the  street.  It  is  very 
largely  the  contributions  of  the  poor  Indians  which  support 
the  ecclesiastical  institutions.  This  contingent  is  always  pres- 
ent in  great  numbers  in  the  churches  and  is  the  most  devout 
among  the  devout.  It  greatly  delights  in  the  external  pomp 
and  parade  of  religion,  and  superstitiously  venerates  ecclesi- 
astics of  all  denominations. 

The  copying  of  old  religious  paintings  is  a  special  industry 
of  Quito.  1  visited  one  of  the  artists,  who  is  so  famous  that 
he  does  not  depend  for  his  bread  upon  saints  sold  by  the 
square  foot,  but  also  paints  landscapes  and  portraits  in  a  very 
creditable  fashion.  All  work  of  this  sort  is  remarkably  cheap. 
A  capital  life-size  portrait  may  be  had  for  twelve  dollars, 
American  gold ;  while  huge  copies  of  old  theological  master- 
pieces may  be  obtained  for  one  dollar  and  upward,  literally 
being  sold  by  the  area.  Effigies  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
saints,  carved  in  wood  and  covered  with  lace  embroidery,  are 
also  numbered  among  Quito  manufactures  ;  but  neither  dis- 
play much  taste  in  design  or  cleverness  in  execution.  A  lost 
art  is  that  of  marquetry,  a  kind  of  mosaic,  executed  in  hard 
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and  ciiriijuslv  gmined  wood,  and  other  material,  inlaid  and 
arranged  iu  iiii  intinite  variety  of  patterns.  A  ricli  geatlemaa 
wlioin  I  visited  had  all  the  furoiture  of  his  library  of  this 
tiud  of  wurkniaiiship.  The  basie  etructiire  was  a  dark  wood 
resembling  i>oHblied  mahogany,  and  the  tignres  and  oma> 
iiientui  work  ^\ere  of  a  lighter  colored  wood  like  maple. 
There  were  designs  eombiniug  plants  and  animals,  very  beau- 
tiful arubes<iue.-i,  and  fancy  borders  of  all  sorts.  This  style  of 
furniture  is  of  course  very  valuable- 
Only  three  European  ministers  rtsidc  in  Quito — the  Papal 
iinneio  and  the  representatives  of  France  and  England. 
jVmeriea  is  nut  even  represented  by  a  charge  tTq^airea, 
tliMiigh  ;it  (luayaquil  we  have  a  consul-general,  who  visits  tha 
capita!  when  necessary.  No  American  interests  need  atten- 
tion in  Quito,  itnd  few  American  t-hipw  visit  Guayaquil. 
About  tifty  foreigners  do  business  in  Quito — French,  ItaJ- 
,  Eiiid  tJcrinans.     A  foreigner  is  ONenipt  from  taxation. 
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their  earnings  in  real  estate,  the  value  of  which  in  a  country 
of  chronic  revolutionary  tendencies,  fluctuates  less  than  that 
of  any  other  form  of  investment.  As  there  is  a  Bank  of 
Ecuador  at  Guayaquil,  so  there  is  a  Bank  of  Quito  at  the 
capital,  and  both  are  chartered  by  the  state.  The  bills,  which 
are  usually  of  one  and  five  pesos,  or  native  dollars,  in  value, 
are  small  and  very  tastefully  engraved  by  the  American  Bank- 
Note  Company  of  New  York.  But  strange  to  relate,  the 
paper  money  of  the  bank  at  the  sea-coast — the  chief  port  of 
Ecuador,  and  only  five  days'  travel  from  Quito — ^is  at  a  pre- 
mium of  twenty-five  per  cent  in  the  certificates  of  the  bank  in 
the  interior,  while  the  bills  of  the  latter  do  not  pass  current 
in  Guayaquil.  I  think  this  difference  between  capital  and 
seaport  of  the  same  country  is  quite  unparalleled.  In  such  a 
wretched  and  moribund  condition  is  the  currency,  that  there 
are  what  they  call  hard  and  soft  dollars  in  Quito,  the  former 
having  one  hundred  cents  and  the  latter  but  eighty.  So  poor 
or  so  dishonorable  is  the  Government,  that  it  is  either  unable 
or  unwilling  to  pay  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  which  it  owes  the  Bank  of 
Quito.  It  may  be  said  to  be  totally  bankrupt.  It  of  course 
promises  ;  but  natives  are  not  misled  by  these  half  as  much 
as  are  the  sanguine  and  trusting  foreigners.  The  foreign  debt 
of  Ecuador  is  about  two  million  dollars,  and  this  is  mostly 
held  by  English  capitalists.  A  great  deal  of  the  silver  of 
Quito  does  not  pass  current  in  Guayaquil.  Much  counter- 
feit money  has  to  be  guarded  against,  and  coins  of  certain 
dates,  containing  excessive  alloy,  are  refused.  Colombian 
money  is  accepted  only  at  a  discount,  and  Bolivian  silver 
not  at  all.  It  is  hard  to  prognosticate  how  far  the  paper 
money  of  Quito  may  depreciate.  At  the  time  of  my  visit 
forty-three  dollars  of  it  were  gladly  exchanged  for  a  United 
States  twenty-dollar  gold-piece.  The  occupations  pf  foreign- 
ers in  Ecuador  are  naturally  diverse.  Several  of  them  are 
engaged  to  build  railways  and  highways  for  the  Government, 
others  own  cacao-plantations,  but  most  are  employed  as  retail 
merchants  in  the  capital.     The  drug  business  is  one  of  the 
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I  most  lucrative.  No  foreign  physicians  are  diBcovered  in 
I  Quito,  but  nutivG  ones  abound.  These  send  their  patient* 
I  with  pri-'scripCioris  to  the  drug-stores,  where  their  wauts  are 
I  attended  to,  but  no  boxes  or  bottles  are  supplied.  Each  ciis- 
I  tomer  must  bring  all  such  articles  from  home.  No  accoants 
i  kept;  it  is  a  strictly  cash  business.  But,  even  if  you  have 
I  money,  you  can  not  always  use  it.  In  sending  a  telegram  I 
I  had  to  pay  in  po.st aye- stamps,  that  being  the  singular  rule  of 
I  the  Government  office.  On  the  telegraph  blank  a  warning 
I  was  printed  that  no  dispatches  which  might  offend  morals 
I  wonid  be  roceiveil.  I  was  greatly  relieved  when  mine  was 
accepted. 


CHAPTER  V. 

BBEAKFASTING   IN   AN   ACTIVE  VOLCANO. 

The  residence  of  the  English  minister,  situated  upon  the 
outskirts  of  the  city,  I  found  a  pleasant  retreat.  A  lofty 
wall  with  a  peak  of  tiles  incloses  beautiful  gardens  of  trees, 
shrubs,  flowers,  and  walks.  The  adobe  house,  two  stories  in 
height,  occupies  three  sides  of  a  quadrangle,  upon  which  the 
gate  immediately  opens.  Here  in  the  court-yard  a  fountain 
plays,  a  monkey  swings  from  a  long  hide  rope,  beautiful 
peacocks  spread  their  tails  in  extremest  pride,  a  huge  stuffed 
condor  and  other  birds  adorn  the  piazza-posts,  antlers  gleam 
from  the  walls,  and  cheery  glimpses  are  had  of  office  and 
dining-room  on  one  side,  and  of  parlor  and  bedrooms  on  the 
other.  Like  so  many  other  Englishmen,  the  minister  is  de- 
voted to  outdoor  sports,  as  guns  and  dogs,  whips  and  spurs, 
and  a  lawn-tennis  court  abundantly  testified. 

Quito  is  well  supplied  with  a  hospital ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  its  climate  is  so  nearly  perfect — like 
the  month  of  May  in  the  Northern  United  States — yet  so 
great  are  the  changes  from  the  hot  sun  of  midday  to  the 
chills  of  evening,  that  pneumonia  and  other  lung  and  also 
throat  troubles  are  very  prevalent.  TTpon  entering  a  gentle- 
man's house,  I  was  always  advised  to  retain  my  hat,  and  it  is 
not  customary  for  gentlemen  calling  in  the  evening  to  re- 
move their  cloaks.  The  hospital  has  about  five  hundred 
beds.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  French  Sisters  of  Charity. 
There  are  also  a  lunatic  asylum  and  a  retreat  for  lepers.  The 
lunatics  are  well  cared  for,  having  comfortable  cells  and 
suitable  food.     The  lepers,  though  of  course  housed  by  them- 
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2s,  iirc  allowed  to  marry.    They  were  a  piteously  hor- 

■rible-loukiny  sut,  wlio  leered  and  grinned  at  me  behind  the 

Iharrei!   windowe.      There  is  an  oliservatory  in   Quito,  well 

lupjiliufl  witli  iiist minents  of   good  quality,  but   it  lacks  a 

Idirvctor,  itiiil  no  asirononiical  work  in  at  present  being  done. 

LV  larf^e  theatre  is  in  process  of  erection.     The  rich  men  of 

Ithe  capital  prefer  sending  tlieir  children  to  Paris  or  London 

I  obtain  edueatinn,   though  Quito   owns  a  college.      The 

luourt-yard  of  thin  building  is  filled  with  flowers,  surrounding 

a  central  fountain,  and  the  students  may  be  seen  walking  up 

land  down  tlie  corridors  rejieating  their  lessons  aloud.     The 

Jlibrary  consists  mostly  of  old  books  in  Spanish,  Latin,  and 

|Frcnch.     The  museum  contains  a  small  collection  of  stuffed 

animals,  iuBOCte,  minerals,  shells,  and  corals.     There  is  a  good 

Ichemical  laboratory. 

Li  company  with  a  Quito  friend  and  an  Indian  guide, 
|l  made  a  vi;:;it  of  a  coiii)le  of  days  to  the  felcbrated  peak  of 
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or  twice  we  mistook  for  a  lake  glistening  in  the  morning 
sun.  We  had  passed  beyond  the  zone  of  trees,  and,  entering 
that  of  stnnted  shrubs,  saw  just  before  us  nothing  more  of 
life  save  coarse  grass.  Even  up  to  the  very  brim  of  the 
crater  there  were  numbers  of  animals — rabbits,  humming- 
birds, a  few  condors,  and  at  least  one  fox.  The  cone  of  the 
volcano  several  times  loomed  directly  before  us,  but,  as  usu- 
ally happens  in  the  translucent  atmosphere  of  great  altitudes, 
we  seemed  constantly  nearing  without  prospect  of  touching, 
like  the  notorious  asyratote  that  mathematicians  love.  But 
finally  we  succeeded.  The  last  part  of  the  ascent,  though 
very  steep,  may  be  made  by  horses  and  mules  to  the  actual 
edge  of  the  crater.  The  long,  jagged  outline  of  the  summit 
is  composed  of  rough,  bare  rocks,  whitish  sand,  pumice,  and 
ashes.  For  a  considerable  distance  below  the  top  we  threaded 
our  way  between  huge  bowlders  and  masses  of  conglomer- 
ated lava — the  field  of  stones  which  all  the  volcanoes  of 
Ecuador  possess  in  common.  We  dismounted  a  few  moments 
before  reaching  the  summit,  in  order*  to  place  our  saddle- 
horses  in  a  sheltered  nook,  but  the  mule  bearing  our  break- 
fast we  led  into  the  crater  with  us. 

The  great  distinguishing  feature  of  Ecuador,  as  of  all  the 
other  countries  on  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  is  the 
gigantic  mountain  system.  Before  leaving  home  I  erred,  I 
think,  in  company  with  many  others,  in  my  general  idea  of 
the  arrangement  and  appearance  of  the  Andes.  I  imagined, 
as  with  the  Himalayas,  that  there  were  long  ranges  of  snow- 
crested  mountains,  from  which  occasionally  arose  the  peaks 
celebrated  in  geography  and  history.  But  this  is  wrong,  at 
least  in  so  far  as  the  peaks  of  Ecuador  are  concerned,  for  her 
ranges  are  rarely  topped  with  snow,  and  are,  comparatively 
speaking,  low,  while  the  loftiest  summits  are  almost  miivers- 
ally  isolated.  Hence  the  astonishing  yet  charming  eflfect 
produced  by  low  ranges  of  green  hills,  above  and  far  beyond 
which  appear,  at  almost  every  angle  of  the  compass,  the 
glistening  cones  or  domes  or  jagged  points  of  world-famous 
peaks.     It  is  said  that  in  some  places  the  Andes  are  sinking. 
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id,  if  so.  a  coiiiic-etion  may  be  hypothetically  traced  be- 
I  tween  tliL'  frenuL'iit  earthquakes  and  certain  of  these  siibsi- 
I  (lences.  The  city  uf  Quito  is  known  to  have  sonk  twenty- 
I  six  feet  in  one  liiiiidrcd  and  twenty-two  years ;  the  jjeak  of 
I  Pichineiia  two  hundred  and  eighteen  feet  in  the  eanie  time; 
I  and  the  farm  of  Aiuisana,  one  of  the  highest  of  human  habi- 
,  one  hundred  and  sixty-iive  feet  in  sixty-four  years. 
I  Tiie  jjqueeaing  of  the  crust  of  the  earth  produced  by  such 
I  ehjinkiigcs  must  cause  violent  dislocations  in  the  surrounding 
I  regions.     Hence  the  earthquakes  that  appall  the  world. 

The  air  was  clear  as  crystal,  and  the  tinnament  of  a  very 
I  dcllcatu  dee]i  h\m:  In  view  was  a  half-cirele  of  great, 
I  snow-capped  mountains,  their  giant  Hanks  rising  from  vel- 
vety greeu  pastures  and  enormous  fields  of  yellow  grain.  In 
I  the  eastern  Cordillera  stood  first,  beginning  at  the  eouth,  the 
I  terrible  volcjmo  of  Sangai.  Then  came  tapering  Cotopaxi, 
haped    Antipiuia,   nigged    Sincholagua,   and   at^uare- 
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feet  above  Quito.  There  is,  however,  no  fear  of  a  flow  upon 
the  capital,  should  another  great  eruption  occur,  for  a  vast 
rent  toward  the  west  opens  upon  the  fertile  Ecuadorian  prov- 
ince of  Esmeraldas,  into  which  the  contents  of  the  volcano 
would  undoubtedly  make  iheir  escape.  The  crater,  as  it  may 
at  present  be  viewed,  is  about  one  mile  in  diameter  at  top, 
and  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  feet  at  bottom.  This  great 
gulf  is  an  imposing  and  awful  sight.  The  precipices  of 
gray  and  reddish  trachyte,  the  gigantic  crags  with  knife- 
like edges,  the  sulphur  banks,  the  yellow  and  white  sand,  the 
black  ni^ed  cliffs,  and  the  heaps  of  scoriae,  make  a  weird 
picture  not  readily  forgotten.  Near  one  comer  springs  a 
small  river  which  was  once  strong  enough  to  tear  its  way 
through  the  rim  of  the  crater  and  rush  forth,  a  mad  mount- 
ain torrent,  toward  freedom  and  the  Pacific.  The  chief  signs 
of  life  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  were  the  st^am  issuing 
from  fissures,  and  a  powerful  odor  of  sulphur  as  the  wind 
wafted  it  toward  me  from  time  to  time.  The  descent  into 
the  abyss  is  perilous  and  laborious,  as  its  steep  sides — stand- 
ing mostly  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees — are  largely  com- 
posed of  loose  rocks  and  sand,  so  that  the  dislodging  of  a  sin- 
gle small  stone  may  produce  something  more  than  a  minia- 
ture avalanche.  After  a  leisurely  breakfast  down  in  the 
crater,  away  from  the  wind,  we  proceeded  to  inspect  special 
parts.  About  the  highest  pinnacles  snow  is  always  found  in 
the  clefts  of  the  rocks.  This  is  carried  to  Quito  and  utilized 
in  the  preparation  of  ice-cream.  We  left  the  crater  at  ten 
o'clock  and,  after  a  hard  ride,  reached  Quito  at  two  in  the 
afternoon. 

On  July  13th  I  left  Quito  on  my  return  journey  to 
Guayac^uil.  I  took  the  coach  as  far  as  Ambato,  where  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  be  invited  to  join  a  party  of  Ecuado- 
rians who  were  also  going  down  to  the  seaport.  The  native 
method  of  riding  is  more  amusing  than  tiresome.  They  go 
at  a  gallop  for  about  an  hour,  when  a  halt  of  ten  minutes  is 
made,  in  which  to  drink  a  small  cup  of  sweetened  spirits  and 
to  smoke  cigarettes  or  cigars.     Before  we  reached  Chuqui- 
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jsnyo  it  liad  become  quite  dark  and  was  raining  bcavily,  but 
our  break-neck  speed  was  not  a  bit  slackened.  It  was  a  novel 
experience  to  be  riding  at  a  gallop,  and  not  able  even  to  see 
your  Uoree's  ears.  The  next  morning  we  started  before  day- 
light for  Guaranda,  a  town  on  the  opposite  side  of  Chimbo- 
mzo,  over  a  spur  of  which,  foarteen  thousand  feet  in  height, 
it  waa  necessary  for  ua  to  pass.  Once  we  lost  our  way,  but, 
dawn  breaking,  soon  found  it  again.  It  was  a  long  and 
dreary  ride  over  barren  wastes  and  grassy  elopes,  up  and 
down,  on,  on,  si-emingly  withont  end.  The  wind  on  the 
flanks  of  Cliimhorazo  sometinaes  blows  with  the  force  of  a 
hurricane,  but  wc  were  fort;unate  in  experiencing  a  iitiet, 
which  prevented  the  wind,  but  also  obscured  the  sun.  We 
reached  tlie  town  of  Giiaranda  just  before  the  beginning  of  s 
tropical  rain  iif  tlje  most  extraordinary  violence  I  have  ever 
seen.  The  streets  suddeuly  became  rivers,  and  it  waa  iia- 
poasihle  fr>r  us  t(i  coutinne  our  journey  nutil  morning. 
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vast  ocean  of  bright  white  foam.  We  slept  for  the  night  in 
a  miserable  village  inn,  and  went  on  again  at  daylight.  We 
had  now  once  more  reached  the  tropics,  had  left  far  behind 
the  temperate  table-land  of  central  Ecuador.  We  had  ar- 
rived in  the  land  of  hammocks — those  abodes  of  mental  as 
well  as  physical  inertia.  We  passed  through  immense  plan- 
tations of  coffee,  cacao,  oranges,  bananas,  and  sugar-cane. 
One  of  the  most  striking  characteristics  of  the  smair Republic 
of  Ecuador  is  the  abruptness  with  which  one  passes  from  the 
wheat  and  barley  fields  of  the  interior  to  the  palms  and 
cocoanuts  of  the  coast.  The  landscape  quickly  changes  from 
that  of  a  New  England  farm  to  an  East  Indian  jungle.  The 
climate  of  Quito  is  cool,  uniform,  and  healthy  for  European 
settlers,  but  Guayaquil  is  hot,  moist,  and  insalubrious.  We 
stopped  frequently,  at  the  farm-houses,  for  drinks,  now  of 
chicAay  a  native  beer  somewhat  like  our  lager  in  taste  and 
strength ;  now  of  gua/rapo^  a  sort  of  sweet  and  rather  palata- 
ble beer ;  again  of  fresh  sugar-cane  juice,  most  refreshing  to 
a  heated  and  tired  rider.  It  is  said  that  in  summer,  during 
the  rainy  season,  the  roads  are  all  but  impassable ;  that  then 
there  is  no  travel  save  by  the  mail-carriers  and  those  few 
whose  business  is  too  urgent  to  be  postponed.  I  had  an  ink- 
ling of  how  difficult  this  sort  of  travel  must  be,  for  we  had 
to  make  many  miles  through  a  tract  of  morass  wliere  the 
rocks  and  holes  and  rivers  and  mud  were  something  terrible 
to  contemplate  and  worse  to  experience.  The  mules  could 
not  always  keep  their  feet,  often  sank  up  to  their  bellies,  and 
were  unable  to  progress  much  faster  than  a  mile  an  hour. 
We  had  our  skin  torn  by  the  bushes,  our  feet  and  legs  bruised 
by  the  rocks,  and  our  clothes  covered  and  hair  matted  with 
the  mud.  We  passed  many  troops  of  mules  and  donkeys 
transporting  merchandise  of  all  sorts  to  the  capital.  The 
expense  of  carrying  heavy  articles  in  this  manner  is,  of 
course,  very  great.  For  a  portion  of  a  small  boiler  one  hun- 
dred dollars  was  the  freightage.  We  reached  Bodegas,  the 
head  of  winter  navigation  on  the  Guayas  River,  about  five 
one  afternoon,  and  were  glad  to  learn  that  a  small  steamer 
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would  leave  tlie  next  daj  at  noon  for  Gnavaqiiil,     In  tba 
evening  two  military  bands  alternately  played  in  the  largest 
square,  and  all  the  town  was  thero  to  hear.     With  UL-rmaH 
coinpo)?itious  the  native  musiciuns  grapple  in  vain,  but  with 
Spanish  eongs  and  danecniiuit;  they   are   more   suoccswfaL 
We  amnsed  oufKelves  on  the  way  down  the  river  by  aboot- 
ing  alligators,  whifh  greatly  abound.     We  frequently  saw 
lialf  a  dozen  huge  fellows  lying  on  the  banks  and  looking  at  | 
a  distance  like  the  trunks  of  old  tn>e*i.     Tln-y  are  difficult  to  J 
kill,  but  after  much  practice  we  succeeded  in  di»i>atcliing  ft  ] 
few. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

COASTWISE   TO  CALLAO. 

On  July  23d  I  left  Guayaquil  for  Callao,  and  on  the  very 
same  steamer  as  that  in  which  I  had  come  down  from  Pana- 
ma, it  having  in  the  mean  time  made  a  round  trip  north  and 
south.  We  had  only  two  or  three  cabin  but  many  deck 
passengers.  These  last  are  generally  supplied  with  food  by 
the  steamer,  but  have  to  arrange  their  own  sleeping  accom- 
modations, either  in  hammocks  or  upon  their  baggage.  At 
eight  in  the  morning  we  reached  our  first  station  in  Peru,  the 
little  town  of  Payta,  approaching  its  almost  landlocked  road- 
stead through  vast  schools  of  young  porpoises,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  sea-birds,  many  huge  turtles,  and  a  few  small 
whales.  The  sea-birds,  a  sort  of  large  duck  or  gull,  predomi- 
nating, were  so  gorged  with  fish  that  they  could  scarcely  lise 
from  the  water  in  order  to  avoid  the  steamer,  and  their  first 
effort  before  attempting  this  was  to  disburden  themselves  of 
the  acquisition.  The  shore  in  the  vicinity  of  Payta  consists 
of  great  bluffs  of  yellow  sand.  Not  a  tree  or  sprig  of  vege- 
tation of  any  sort  is  in  sight.  So  barren,  indeed,  is  the  coun- 
try hereabout,  that  a  story  is  told  to  the  effect  that  a  man 
having  painted  a  tree  upon  his  door  was  hardly  surprised 
that  it  was  devoured  by  some  passing  donkeys,  it  being  the 
only  green  thing  in  the  place.  In  a  little  comer  of  the  bay, 
rpon  a  plain  at  the  base  of  the  yellow  bluffs,  lies  the  equally 
yellow  and  utterly  dilapidated  town.  We  anchored  near  a 
United  States  man-of-war,  and  some  Portuguese  and  Peruvian 
ships,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  load  with  coal  from  a  hulk 
belonging  to  the  steamer  company,  and  to  dispatch  our  cargo 
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to  the  shore  in  large  lighters.  Thongh  Payta  itself  seeme 
insigniKcant  and  desolate,  the  country  inland  ia  very  rich  in, 
agricultnra!  products,  and  boasts  some  towns  of  niannfactnr- 
iiig  imiJortauce,  The  Peravian  port-offieers  visited  us,  as  the 
Ecuadorians  had  done  in  Guayaquil,  with  ostentatious  display 
of  uniform  and  bunting,  the  national  flag  having  red,  white, 
and  red  vtrtieal  stripes,  with  the  arms  of  Peru  in  the  center. 
Upon  lauding,  oue  finds  merely  a  poor,  tumhie-down  collec- 
tion of  grass- thatched,  one-story  huts,  of  adobe  and  bamboo, 
[Kicked  tightly  upou  narrow,  irregular,  nnpaved  streets.  In 
one  jilace  is  a  railway-station,  whence  a  train  ia  dispatched 
everj'  day  about  twenty  miles  up  one  of  the  fertile  valleys  of 
the  interior.  It  is  the  intention  to  continue  this  railway 
twenty  miles  farther,  to  the  town  of  Piura,  which  stands  in 
the  midst  of  a  bloomuig  oasis.  Tills  railway  was  originally 
built  for  the  Govemraent  by  a  Danish  cntraetor,  but  it  is 
now  owned  liv  tbi;  well-known  American  house  of  Grace 
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a  haha.  This  is  simply  a  raft  of  great  timbers,  with  a  single 
mast  supporting  a  large  oblong  sail.  It  is  navigated  by  half 
a  dozen  men,  and  will  sail  very  fast  with  a  favorable  wind. 
It  is  steered  by  four  men  with  long  paddles.  Upon  the  mid- 
dle of  this  primitive  craft,  raised  a  couple  of  feet  on  trans- 
verse beams,  covered  with  grass^  reposes  the  freight.  These 
halBCL%  are  literally  nnsinkable,  and  frequently  make  long 
coasting  voyages.  Going  on  about  ten  miles,  we  reach  Eten, 
scarcely  more  than  an  iron  pier,  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  frofn 
which  a  railway  runs  into  the  interior.  When  there  is  not 
much  business,  these  steamers  frequently  call  at  three  or  four 
ports  in  a  day.  '  We  reached  Pacasmayo,  the  next  station, 
late  in  the  evening.  Morning  disclosed  a  solitary  circular 
roadstead,  with  another  iron  pier,  about  a  mile  in  length, 
leading  to  the  sandy  shore,  and  a  small  mud  and  bamboo 
village  beyond.  Near  Pacasmayo  are  some  very  extensive 
ruins,  which  it  is  said  even  the  Incas  found  in  a  dilapidated 
condition  when  they  came  into  the  country.  There  are  also 
several  of  the  huge  mounds  which  the  Incas  themselves,  not 
less  than  the  Aztecs  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  were 
so  fond  of  rearing.  A  railway  runs  from  Pacasmayo  to  the 
town  of  Santa  Magdalena,  which  is  in  a  very  fertile  region. 
Still  farther  to  the  eastward  is  situated  the  city  of  Cajamarca, 
which  has  twelve  thousand  inhabitants  and  is  historically  note- 
worthy as  being  the  spot  where  the  last  of  the  Incas,  the  un- 
fortunate Atahualpa,  was  murdered  by  the  brutal  Pizarro. 
In  this  place  are  still  shown  the  jail  where  Atahualpa  was 
confined,  and  the  block  upon  which  he  was  beheaded,  the 
room  he  proposed  to  fill  with  gold  in  exchange  for  his  life, 
the  baths,  and  other  reminiscences  of  the  lordly  Incas.  Pa- 
casmayo is  the  Pacific  port  through  which  that  rich  district 
of  northwestern  Brazil,  called  Amazonas,  and  the  head-waters 
of  the  Amazon,  are  generally  reached  by  merchants,  traders, 
and  transcontinental  travelers.  The  route  is  by  mule  over 
the  sub-hills  to  the  Etuallaga  River,  whence  there  is  uninter- 
rupted steam  navigation  to  Para,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ama- 
zon, a  distance  of  over  three  thousand  miles.     The  next  port 
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Int  wliioli  wc  callcil  was  Samanco,  whose  two-Btoried  cnBfoin- 
Blioiise  was  sitnated  at  the  mouth  of  a  little  green  valley, 
Itlionjrh  all  around  were  bare,  brown  hillocks  and  moands  of 
Isuiid.  that  vividiv  recalled  the  Nubian  Desert. 

The  views  of  the  lava-like  coast  range,  in  coming  down 
Bfrniii  PucaMiiayo,  were  verj  fiDe.  Though  there  are  no 
Bliorii-i.  ami  thoiifih  these  monntains  are  very  much  higher 
ItJiau  the  liiirliest  Norwegian  mounfciins,  yet  the  generally 
Betcep  ami  sterile  ajipcarance  continually  reminded  me  of  the 
Bco;i-t  Kinge  of  Xiirway.  The  many  scenes  of  ntter  desola- 
Btion,  chaotic  canfiision,  and  peculiar  loneliness,  are  quite 
|analognu9.  Tlie  etTect  of  viewing  them,  range  behind  range, 
>  in  Norway,  greatly  to  increase  their  actual  alti- 
Btiide.  Lilt  here,  with  a  powerful  sun,  the  proKIes  of  the 
uiliiin^i  are  much  more  distinct,  and  the  varying  lights 
shadows  of  tJioir  ridges,  valleys,  and  eiunraits  render  the 
I  niut'h  mure  pictiiresijue.     In  Norway  all  is  grim 
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Our  last  stop  before  reaching  Callao  was  Huacho ;  and 
here  I  varied  the  monotony  of  the  voyage  by  again  going  on 
shore,  being  carried  upon  the  shoulders  of  natives  through 
the  high-rolling  surf.  The  town  I  found  to  be  of  mud  and 
bamboo  houses,  but  a  single  story  in  height ;  streets  irregular 
and  narrow,  but  with  sidewalks  made  of  sections  of  hard 
trees,  after  the  style  of  our  "  Nicholson  "  pavement.  The 
chief  plaza  had  a  fine  fountain,  surrounded  by  beautiful 
flowers.  On  one  side  was  the  large  cathedral,  with  a  cylin- 
drical roof  of  bamboo  and  mud.  The  shops  contained  a  fair 
variety  of  goods.  There  were  a  number  of  foreign  mer- 
chants— Italians,  French,  and  Germans.  I  ascended  the 
tower  of  a  church  for  a  panoramic  view.  In  the  distance 
were  many  grovee  of  tropical  trees,  here  and  there  the  farm- 
houses of  large  sugar  estates,  and  beyond  them  the  hills,  the 
everlasting  hills.  This  range,  it  is  almost  needless  to  add, 
one  sees  from  Panama  to  Cape  Horn,  the  coasting  steamers 
rarely  losing  sight  of  it  for  many  hours  at  a  time.  The 
scenic  order  is  always  the  same :  it  is  first  the  sandy  plain, 
then  the  coa^t  range,  then  the  elevated  plateau,  then  the 
loftier  line  whose  eastern  slope  gradually  declines  to  the  vast 
undulating  plains  and  forests  of  Brazil. 

The  following  morning  at  daybreak,  six  days  out  from 
Guayaquil,  we  arrived  at  Callao,  and  anchored  in  a  "  forest  of 
masts."  In  the  roadstead  were  half  a  dozen  foreign  men-of- 
war,  among  them  the  noted  Chilian  cruiser  Esmeralda,  which 
I  afterward  visited,  and  twenty  or  thirty  steamers,  among 
them  six  or  eight  belonging  to  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  and  laid  up  to  await  more  prosperous  business 
than  just  then  offered.  The  city  of  Callao,  lying  upon  a 
level  plain,  was  only  partly  discernible,  yet  it  had  a  look 
of  business  activity  very  different  from  anything  I  had  yet 
seen  on  the  west  coast,  and  reminding  me  at  once  of  home. 
The  many  smoke-emitting  factory-chimneys;  the  three-story 
brick  houses ;  the  locomotives  and  cars  of  the  two  railroads 
which  run  hourly  to  Lima;  the  hundreds  of  boats,  lighters, 
and  steam-tugs — all  betokened  a  higher  civilization  than  I  had 
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jet  witnessed.     I  'xas  soon  taken  &ehuru  and  laudcul  upcm  ^J 
splendid  etone  mole.     Of  the  two  liuce  of  railway  luidmg  to>J 
the  capital,  one   belongs  to  an   English,  the  other  ti 
Anient^an  company.     I  selected  the  ElngliEh,  intending  to  j 
return  by  the  oiher.     The  cars  are  divided  into  two  claEgec^.l 
in  both  of  which  smoldng  is  universal.     Leaving  Callao, ' 
passed  over  a  great  plain,  sterile  at  liret,  but  afterward  cot-  j 
ered  with  gra^  and  various  other   vegetable  prodnce.      A 
pleaj^ant  diversity  to  the  general  level  was  tlie  appearance  of 
two  or  three  convcntfi,  with  tJieir  neatly  whitcwaahed  boihl- 
ings  and    walls,  through  who^  gates  were   ei^-n  bcantifnl 
gardens  of  brightly  bloomiug  flowers.     Arriving  at  Lima,  Ij 
Boon  found  the  "  H6tel  de  France  et  Angleterre,'^  with  ibl 
comfortable  rooms  and  capital  French  QuUtlne.     The  hotel  ' 
waa  a  very  rambling  sort  of  affair,  with  many  court-yarda 
and  many  rooms.    The  center  of  the  largest  eourt-yard  was 
full  of  flowere,  shrubs,  and  vines,  around  which,  standing  ia 
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Boree-races  Are  given  at  6ome  distance  ont  of  tiie  city, 
and  to  these  I  was  invited  by  a  friend  who  came  down  on 
the  steamer  with  me  and  who  is' engaged. in  basiness  in  lima. 
An  hourly  train  conveyed  visitors  to  the  track,  a  half-mile 
Btretch«  From  a  seat  in  the  grand  stand  I  saw  the  houses  of 
Callao,  the  shipping  in  the  roadstead,  and  the  ocean  beyond,  as 
well  as  the  spires  of  the  churches  and  many  of  the  dwellings 
«f  Tiina.  Forieigners  were  out  in  great  force.  The  Lima 
ladies  were  generally  dressed  in  the  very  latest  French  styles, 
with  accompaniments  of  paint  and  powder.  But  what  shall 
I  say  of  the  races?  Nothing  in  praise,  certainly.  They  were 
all  of  the  running  description,  and  but  little  attention  was 
paid  by  the  jockeys  to  skill  of  any  kind.  A  military  band 
occasionally  favored  us  with  waltzes  and  other  lively  music. 
In  the  midst  of  the  racing  a  number  of  richly  uniformed  per- 
sonages, with  a  large,  mounted  staff,  rode  up  to  the  grand 
stand,  cap  in  hand,  while  the  entire  throng  rose  and  the  men 
lifted  their  hats.  The  President  of  the  Republic,  General 
Iglesias,  had  arrived,  together  with  his  Minister  of  War  and 
Padre  Tovar.  They  were  given  seats  in  the  center  of  the 
grand  stand.  Iglesias  was  a  man  of  medium  size,  slightly 
built,  about  sixty  years  old,  with  furrowed  forehead  and  face, 
bright  eyes,  gray  mustache  and  hair.  He  was  dressed  in  a 
general's  uniform,  and  smiled  grimly  to  those  among  the 
spectators  whom  he  recognized.  General  Cdceres,  who  was 
at  that  time  disputing  the  presidency  with  Iglesias,  was  be- 
lieved to  be  somewhere  to  the  eastward  of  the  capital,  in  the 
mountains.  Six  months  before,  he  had  been  in  coniniand  of 
Arequipa,  the  second  city  of  Peru  in  numbers  and  in  political 
importance.  At  the  period  of  my  visit,  the  government  troops 
were  unable  to  dislodge  him.  The  greater  number  of  the 
citizens  of  Lima  and  all  the  remaining  people  of  Peru  were 
interested  in  the  success  of  Caceres,  as  they  did  not  approve 
of  the  policy  of  Iglesias  in  making  peace  with  Chili.  It  was 
said,  also,  that  were  it  not  for  Chilian  influence  and  the  pres- 
ence of  the  famous  ironclad  Esmeralda  at  Callao,  (^dceres 
would  be  able,  with  such  re-enforcements  as  he  would  be  sure 
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to  receive,  to  man-li  upon  Lima  and  readilj  capture  it.   Chili,  j 
after  tbe  terrible  thrasbiiig  bIio  had  rectutly  given  Peru,  wa«  J 
still  greatly  dreaded.     Tci  60c  the  gay  f&tm  of  the  day,  one  I 
would  Dot  have  di'cauied  that  revolutionit  wt;re  in  prngroM  at  I 
dilTerent  points  in  the  ooantry,  and  that  the  great  utasB  of  tbe  | 
Peruvians  were  in  favor  of  an  immediate  overtlirow  of  (bo  | 
authorities.     The  subsequent  evenlD  by  which  CSceres  vie-  1 
toriously  entered  the  capital  are  too  well  known  to  require 
recapitulation.     General  Cilceres,  who  is  now  President,  is  a 
clever  tactician  and  a  etateaman  of  more  than  average  ability, 
besides  Iteing  a  tnie  patriot  who  commands  the  eympathiea 
and  contideii ec  of  liis  countrymen.  J 


CHAPTER  VII. 

LIMA. 

On  the  morning  following  my  arrival,  having  been  awak- 
ened very  early  by  the  clanging  and  banging  which  in  all 
Spanish  towns  the  world  over  call  the  people  from  bed  to 
church,  I  took  the  hint  and  started  forth  to  visit  the  famous 
cathedral,  which  occupies  the  southeastern  comer  of  the  Grand 
Plaza.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  are  government  buildings 
and  the  shops  of  petty  merchants.  The  shops  are  merely 
square  boxes,  with  no  means  of  exit  save  their  front  doors,  and 
no  light  except  by  the  same  route.  They  contain  admirable 
displays  of  goods,  and  seem  to  embrace  every  variety  of  busi- 
ness. Especially  noticeable  are  the  shops  of  the  money-chang- 
ers, the  jewelers,  and  restaurants  and  saloons  of  all  kinds,  kept 
generally  by  Frenchmen  or  Itahans.  The  plaza  is  neatly 
paved  with  cobble-stones.  In  its  center  is  a  small  octagonal 
garden  having  a  tall  bronze  fountain  topped  by  a  figure 
very  like  that  of  the  Bethesda  fountain  in  Central  Park, 
New  York.  There  are  also  some  marble  statues,  of  mediocre 
merit,  and  several  marble  settees.  There  are  a  few  trees  in 
the  plaza,  but  they,  as  well  as  the  flowers,  suffer  greatly  from 
lack  of  a  fertile  soil  and  an  adequate  supply  of  water.  The 
plaza  and  gardens  at  night  are  illuminated  by  many  circles 
and  rows  of  gas-jets.  At  this  time  all  Lima  congregates  to 
promenade  and  listen  to  a  military  band,  but  during  the  day 
it  is  the  great  cathedral  which  rivets  the  eye  of  the  traveler. 
Being  raised  six  feet  or  so  upon  a  marble  terrace,  with  its 
yellow,  time-stained  walls,  its  quaint  architecture,  and  grace- 
fully proportioned  towers,  it  produces  a  very  charming  effect 
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From  a  digtance.  A  nearer  view  sonicwbat  dispels  tliiti  illit- 
Uon;  for,  ahhoapli  much  of  the  olJest  pnrt  of  the  facade, 
witli  its  pillare  of  red  marble,  it*  nieln*  tilUKl  with  Htutimry, 
ind  its  or  n  amen  tat  ions  generally,  yet  remainn,  moBt  of  tho 
Tiodern  additiong  aro  in  lirick  and  wood  and  stntwo.  The 
ipper  portions  of  tlie  towew  aro  wholly  of  wood  and  sttirco. 
rhe  interior  is  greatly  diminished  in  gmndcor  by  an  iiiclogotl 
:hoir,  though  the  great  height  of  the  ceiling,  witli  ite  groined 
irches  colored  in  white  and  gold,  products*  a  gcKid  i^ffect.  At 
lither  side  are  the  tisnal  number  of  chapeK  tilled  with 
wretched  wooden  cannngs,  poor  psintings,  tinsel  hric-d-firaf!, 
ind  Virgin  Marys  with  bug©  silver  crowns  and  crinoline  of 
leavy,  gold-embroiderod  sillc.  'ITie  high  altar  is  remarkably 
)lain,  though  aceonnnodatlng  some  handsome  silver  candle- 
sticks. In  the  choir  is  a  very  fine,  large  organ.  The  stalls 
lere  are  elegantly  carved  with  full-length  tigiires  of  Fainfa? 
ind  bishops.     In  the  crypt  are  the  embalmed  remains  of  the 
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name  on  each  block,  so  that  you  have  to  remem1)er  the  same 
street  nnder  a  score  or  so  of  names.  Tram-cars  nm  in  the  chief 
thoronghfares.  Native  owners  introdnced  them.  A  ride  in 
them  costs  the  equivalent  of  two  and  a  half  American  cents. 
There  are  also  hackney-coaches  like  some  of  tho^^e  in  New 
York ;  they  are  remarkably  cheap  and  in  universal  demand. 
For  one  passenger,  a  ride  to  any  part  of  the  city  costs  but  ten 
cents ;  or,  the  coach  being  hired  by  the  hour,  it  can  be  kept 
all  day  for  fifty  cents.  The  city  is  lighted  by  gas  supplied 
from  huge  brackets  attached  to  the  walls  of  about  every  lifth 
house.  The  houses,  generally  built  of  mud  and  bamboo,  are 
hut  two  stories  in  height,  with  balconies  which  are  inclosed 
by  small  panes  of  glass,  and  which,  in  the  upper  stories,  pro- 
ject so  regularly  over  the  street  as  to  fonn  for  pedestrians 
an  almost  continuous  protection  from  sun  and  rain.  Some 
of  flie  older  of  these  balconies  are  made  of  a  hard,  dark  wood, 
which  is  intricately  and  beautifully  carved  ;  and  these,  to- 
gether with  the  varying  colors  with  which  the  houses  are 
painted,  make  the  street  ^^stas  very  picturesque.  The  roofs 
of  the  houses  are  flat,  and  usually  utilized  as  lounging-places 
on  sultry  nights.  In  the  suburl)s  the  houses  are  but  one  story 
in  height,  built  with  enormously  thick  walls  of  unbumed 
brick.  Their  uninflammable  character  makes  a  fire  in  Lima 
almost  unknown,  and  its  dangerous  spread  iini)ossible. 
Nevertheless,  proper  precautions  have  been  taken.  There 
are  two  Peruvian  fire  brigades,  well  supplied  with  steamers, 
old-fashioned  pumping-engines,  hook-and-ladder  accessories, 
and  other  excellent  miscellanv,  thounjh  the  necessary  horses 
are  not  stabled  upon  the  brigades'  premises,  but  at  some  dis- 
tance in  other  streets.  A  few  of  the  foreign  nations  so  lib- 
erally represented  in  Lima  also  have  each  an  engine-house. 

During  my  stay  in  Lima  1  of  course  visited  most  of  the 
public  buildings.  Facing  one  of  the  many  little  plazas  of 
the  city,  which  contains  a  fine  statue  of  General  Pxjlivar,  sur- 
rounded by  plants  and  flowers,  stand  the  Houses  of  Congress, 
the  one  styled  the  ITall  of  Senators,  the  other  that  of  Depu- 
ties.    I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  equestrian  statue, 
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I  wliifli  tlie  attitudes  of  both  liorae  and  rider  are  very 
■s|jirit(.'d  ;miJ  uiitiirul.  The  horse  careen;  on  his  hind-legs,  like 
Itlie  famous  one  of  Peter  the  Great  in  St.  Petersburg.  The 
Iforward  jiart  of  the  horse  is  hollow,  aud  the  hind-legs  and 
Itail  are  suliil.  in  oivier  to  preserve  a  very  difficult  equipoise. 
lOn  the  marble  pedestal  are  beautiful  bas-reliefs,  in  marble, 
luf  well-known  butties  in  wiiieh  Bolivar  waa  the  hero;  an 
linscriptioii  to  him,  as  the  liberator  of  Pern ;  and  the  date  of 
lerectiuu  of  the  nioiiumeat,  1856.  The  Hall  of  Senators  I 
IfouTid  to  Ije  simply  a  long,  narrow  room,  witli  papared  walls, 
iiid  a  phiin  wooden  desk  at  one  end.  The  ceiling,  built  of 
la  Knc  dark  wood,  and  intricately  carved,  could  not  be  more 
lout  of  place  than  with  such  mbemble  surroundings.  The 
nenti-ancc  luhI  ante-rooms  are  also  of  the  meanest  character. 
J  A  great  ecmtrast  to  the  Hall  of  ^hc  Senators  was  that  of 
■  the  Dcputifs.  on  auolhi-r  e.i(Ie  of  the  same  plaza.  This  is 
situated  in  a  large,  ningle-stoi-y  building,  with  broad  corri- 
:i  court  "full  nf  tlnwc"rsand  statues.     TIk-  chamlier 
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great  profosion  of  every  sort  of  food,  which  was  sold  at  very 
cheap  rates.  The  vegetables  and  fruits  were  especially  in- 
teresting, embracing,  as  they  did,  the  best-known  products 
of  two  zones. 

The  National  library  is  a  fine,  large  buildinjic,  in  the  usual 
quadrangular  style,  and  two  stories  in  height.  The  librarian, 
Sefior  Kicardo  Palma,  who  has  quite  a  foreign  as  well  as 
local  reputation,  as  a  writer  on  Peruvian  traditions,  was  good 
enough  to  show  me  through  the  institution.  In  the  large 
entrance-hall  is  the  best-known  example  of  modem  Peruvian 
art,  **  The  Obsequies  of  Atahualpa,"  by  Monteros,  a  canvas 
about  thirty  by  twenty  feet.  This  was  formerly  preserved 
in  the  cathedral,  and  during  the  late  war  was  taken  away  to 
Santiago  by  the  Chilians,  but  was  afterward  returned,  in 
good  condition,  at  the  request  of  Sefior  Palma.  The  library 
is  entered  through  handsome  large  iron  gates,  and  consists  of 
long,  communicating  rooms — three  sides  of  the  quadrangle. 
The  ceiling  and  book-cases  are  in  plain  dark  wood,  and  the 
books  are  screened  by  wire  doors.  At  present  there  are  only 
about  thirty  thousand  volumes.  These  are  upon  all  subjects, 
in  all  languages,  and  mostly  bound  in  line  leather.  The 
Chilians  robbed  this  library  of  many  thousands  of  volumes 
and  rare  old  manuscripts.  One  room,  however,  is  still  full 
of  manuscripts,  and  another  of  valuable  old  portraits  of  the 
viceroys  and  former  presidents.  It  is  the  only  collection  of 
pictures  open  to  the  public  in  Lima.  The  library  is  sup- 
plied with  a  commodious  reading-room,  and  Sefior  Palma's 
office  is  full  of  excellent  and  costly  paintings. 

Besides  the  equestrian  statue  of  General  Bolivar,  already 
mentioned,  there  is  another  specially  attractive  work  of  art, 
the  Column  of  the  2d  of  May.  It  is  erected  in  memory  of 
those  Peruvians  who  fell,  though  victorious  against  the  Span- 
iards, in  the  battle  of  Callao  Bav  in  18G0.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  this  monument  is  named,  in  the  popular  French  fashion, 
by  mentioning  only  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  event 
commemorated  took  place.  In  Peru  such  a  plan  will  scarce- 
ly create  the  confusion  found  in  the  many  holidays  of  France. 
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On  tte  western  boundary  of  tbe  city,  beyond  tie  dwellingg, 
in  the  center  of  a  large  plaza  near  one  of  the  boulevards  laid 
out  by  the  great  niilway  oufniate,  Henry  Jretggs,  etund^  Ibit   | 
graceful  monnmfut,  a  flnled  flhaft,  of  wliite  niiuhln,  on  a 
iTiu^ive  granite  base,  with  battle  tablets  of  brown  bronze, 
while  ahove  are  yellow  bronze  female  Bgnree,  typical  of  war   I 
and  peace.     Still  higlier  are  many  onmmcnt*  in  green  bronze, 
and  the  column  is  toppod  by  &  largt;  gill  figiiru  of  Victory,   j 
almost  exactly  like  tinit  of  the  German  trophy  near  the  Bma* 
denbarg  Gate  of  Gerlio.    The  entire  monument  is  about  sev- 
enty-five feet  in  height.     The  pure  whit«  of  the  marble  and 
the  different  ^hailcK  of  bronze  produce  a  very  pleasing  effect. 

The  most  eplendiJ  public  building  of  Lima  is  undoubted-  j 
ly  that  styled  the  3d  of  May  Hospital.     It  occupies  an  eiuira 
block,  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  largest  and  best-appointed 
general  hospitals  I  have  seen  onteids  of  Earope,  siivc  pust^i- 
bly  that  in  Hio  Janeiro.     The  ori^nal  cost  was  one  million 
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to  the  hospital  proper,  are  the  offices,  the  quarters. of  the  at- 
tendants^ the  kitchen,  laondry,  baths,  dispensar}%  operating 
and  diflfieeting  rooms,  etc.  Everything  is  of  the  most  per- 
fect description,  the  best  of  its  class,  and  even  luxurious  in 
many  details.  Thus  the  baths  are  all  of  white  marble,  and 
so  are  the  lanndry-tubs.  Everything  is  scrupulously  clean. 
Between  the  wards  are  more  gardens,  and  also  before  the 
oater  buildings,  which  are  faced  by  a  wide,  paved  corridor 
whose  total  length  must  be  nearly  a  mile.  Pipes  bring 
spring- water  from  the  hills,  and  at  high  pressure  Hush  the 
deep  stone  drains.  This  splendid  hospital  is  situated  at  such 
a  distance  from  the  busy  part  of  the  city  as  to  have  all  the 
benefit  of  the  pure  air  and  quiet  of  tlie  country.  There  is  a 
most  refreshing  moral  and  curative  effect  in  looking  from 
the  open  wards  upon  the  beautiful  gardens  with  their  sweet- 
ly singing  birds  and  softly  murmuring  fountains.  One  could 
not  often  find  a  better  organization  for  the  care  of  the  sick. 
Health,  it  would  seem,  must  be  rapidly  obtained  under  such 
pleasant  and  wholesome  conditions.  Though  the  hospital 
is  free,  special  and  private  rooms  are,  as  elsewhere,  provided 
for  those  able  and  willing  to  pay  a  slight  price.  I  was  care- 
fully shown  every  detail  of  this  vast  establishment  by  one  of 
the  Sisters,  who  also  presented  mc  to  the  JMother  Superior,  a 
lady  of  great  intelligence  and  most  engaging  manners. 

There  is  a  railway — the  famous  Oro^a — wliieli  runs  from 
Lima  over  the  Andes,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  miles, 
reaching  a  total  altitude  above  sea-level  of  nearly  fifteen 
thousand  feet.  Its  construction  by  Henry  Meiggs,  a  numl)er 
of  years  ago,  involved  some  of  the  most  difficult  engineering 
problems  ever  experienced  in  any  country.  I  naturally  wished 
to  inspect  this  road  in  its  entirety,  but,  upon  presenting  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  its  superintendent,  was  informed,  to  my 
surprise  and  disappointment,  that  but  twenty-six  miles  of  the 
road  were  in  running  order,  the  remainder  being  under  the 
control  of  the  revolutionists,  who  were  at  that  time  in  force 
at  less  than  eighty  miles'  distance  from  the  capital.  Though 
the  rebels  were  so  near,  the  Govemment  did  not  even  intend 
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(>  Tii.ike  an  effort  to  dislodge  them,  I  eaid  to  a  native  one 
(i:iv,  '■  If  tiio  (lovernmeiit  really  has  only  nominal  ruling 
powor  in  tlie  city  of  Lima,  and  all  the  remainder  of  Peru  is 
in  favop  of  Cilcerefl,  why  do  not  the  so-t'alled  rebels  in  the 
niirtli,  east,  and  south  combine  their  forces  and  march  upon 
the  capita],  which  it  would  seem  they  might  readily  capture, 
as  it  cuutaiiia  only  five  thousand  troops?"  He  replied: 
'■There  is  no  unanimity  among  the  rebels;  they  are  quarrel- 
ing among  theTiiselves  all  tlie  time;  they  are  suspicions  of 
each  other ;  they  can  not  depend  upon  their  own  men  in  cape 
of  an  emergency."  And  so  the  country  crawled  along,  with 
anarchy  and  prostration  of  trade  on  every  side.  Peru, 
though  fur  the  lime  nearly  ruined  by  its  disastrous  war  with 
Chili,  still  has  -vast  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth ;  and  its 
guano,  though  exhausted  in  some  places,  abounds  in  others, 
AVitli  a  goiKi  stable  governnient  and  a  united  people,  it  might 
vft  bf  a  prosptruus  country,  but  there  sec-ms  to  be  tuo  little 
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can  money.  There  were  also  in  circulation  dollars,  and 
twenty  and  ten  cent  pieces,  but  the  paper  soles  abounded  in 
astonishing  quantities,  as  was  necessary,  since,  with  an  armful 
in  bulk,  you  had  but  little  in  actual  value,  for  at  the  time  of 
my  visit  money  was  at  a  depreciation  of  ninety-five  per  cent. 
The  large  silver  dollars  of  Peru  and  Chili  are  heavy  and  in- 
convenient, but  a  pocketful  at  least  represented  something. 
There  is  a  mint  in  lima,  a  well-built,  twonstory  edifice,  with 
the  customary  interior  courts,  fountains,  and  flowers.  Na- 
tive soldiers  stand  on  guard  at  the  doe^rs,  as  they  do  at  all 
public  institutions  in  Lima.  The  mint  has  facilities  for  turn- 
ing out  one  million  dollars  a  month,  but  was  not  then  run- 
*  uing  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  per  month,  and  this  only  in  the  coinage  of 
silver-dollar  pieces.  There  are  no  Peruvian  gold  coins,  and 
the  smaller  denominations  of  silver  money  were  largely  su- 
perseded by  the  paper  money  in  circulation.  Nearly  all  the 
silver  comes  from  the  mines  of  Cerro  Pasco.  It  arrives  at 
the  mint  in  huge  bars,  and  is  remarkably  pure.  The  ma- 
chinery of  the  mint  embraces  both  English  and  American 
appliances.  I  was  shown  a  collection  of  silver  and  copper 
medals  which  had  been  struck  there,  and  I  admired  the  skill 
and  taste  of  the  workmanship. 

One  day  I  went  down  to  Callao,  and  then  took  boat  and 
boarded  the  Chilian  cruiser  Esmeralda.  I  found  a  finely 
proportioned  war-vessel,  which,  being  more  intended  for 
speed  and  distance  than  for  heavy  and  close  work,  was  ar- 
mored only  with  steel  plates  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in 
thickness.  She  carried  six  rifled  guns,  of  six-inch  aperture, 
with  the  most  scientific  accessories,  and  two  large  guns,  fore 
and  aft,  for  powerful  and  remote  range.  These  two  guns  arc 
of  ten-inch  bore,  rifled,  and  carry  a  cartridge  of  four  hun- 
dred and  flfty  pounds,  firing  with  a  certain  degree  of  accu- 
racy six  miles.  The  officers  assured  me  they  could  with 
these  shell  Lima  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles.  As  far  as 
modem  equipment  goes,  this  vessel  had  long  l)een  regarded 
as  the  most  perfect   war-vessel   of    its   type   and   tonnage 
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ill  existcnee.  '  She  has  jnetified  the  pnriseB  bestowed  Tipon 
her,  not  only  by  performaDceB  on  the  measured  mile,  but 
also  by  unstained  speed  in  long  ocean-voyages.  In  a  trip 
from  Valparaiso  to  Callao,  she  once  traveled  fifteen  hnn- 
dred  miles  in  fonr  days  and  seven  hours,  thns  making  an 
avL-nige  speed  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  per 
d;iy. 

Another  day  I  visited  the  Alameda  de  los  Deecalzoe,  a 
t;ort  of  public  promenade  on  the  other  side  of  the  Rimae, 
Iteginning  at  a  phza  and  endinv  at  the  church  and  convent  of 
the  Barefuoted  I'riars.  The  occasion  was  one  on  wliich  the 
latter  give  away  food  to  the  poor,  and  all  Lima  was  there  to 
witness  the  speetacle.  The  promenade  consists  merely  of  a 
long,  wide,  gravel  walk,  faced  by  rows  of  white  vases  filled 
with  flowers,  and  furnished  with  large  marble  settees,  statn- 
ary,  some  shrubbery,  and  poplars.  The  entrance  was  quite 
imposing,  with  arches  of  hrick  and  stucco.     Every   South 
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greater  number  by  far  of  the  dead  He  in  mnral  niches,  as  is 
the  costom  in  Quito.  Many  thousands  of  niches  are  ar- 
ranged in  long  rows  of  five  tiers  each,  with  narrow  paths 
between.  A  few  vaults  are  seen,  and  quite  a  number  of 
monuments,  but  no  graves,  no  burials  directly  in  the  eartli,  as 
with  us. 


CHAPTER  viri. 

GLIMI-SE8  OP  THE   PERCVtANS. 

Lima  has  two  public  garJeue — one  (wjjwiiilly  di'voUtl  to  j 
lx»taiiii;iU  eollectioiis,  and  the  other  to  zoology  and  botany,  f 
The  latter  is  situated  at  the  extreme  eoiitheastem  angle  oC  1 
the  city,  npoQ  a  level  plain.     It  is  not  large,  but  contains  a 
splendid  aesortment  of  tropical  trees,  jtlants,  and  flowers,  ^rith 
fountains,  sfatnee,  rockeries,  and  paths  extending  in  every 
direction.     The  wliole  is  giim>nnded  by  a  high  iron  fence, 
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by  the  Chilian  invaders,  and  the  zoological  department  had 
been  reduced  to  a  few  cages  of  uninteresting  animals,  the 
remainder  having  been  removed  to  Chili.  The  Peruvian 
(Tovemment  was  slowly  endeavoring  to  repair  the  damages, 
and  set  the  place  once  more  in  order — a  work  of  considerable 
difScalty,  judging  from  the  dense  growth  of  weeds,  and  the 
neglect^  appearance  of  the  paths.  On  Sundays  and  holi- 
days the  best  of  Lima's  citizens  congregate  here.  On  these 
occasions  the  appearance  of  the  people  in  gala  attire,  the 
music  of  a  fine  military  band,  and  the  splendid  flowers  from 
every  clime,  blend  in  a  sensuous  panorama  that  pleases  botli 
ear  and  eye.  At  this  vantage-point  the  fascinating  Lima 
belleB'proinenade  on  a^^^day  in  all  their  beauty  and  gayety. 
The  botanical  garden  par  excelleyice  is  in  the  same  quarter, 
near  the  boulevard  made  by  Henry  Meiggs,  by  razing  the 
old  fortifications  which  once  nearly  circumvallated  the  city. 
The  garden  fills  an  entire  large  square.  It  contains  a  really 
splendid  collection  of  the  tropical  and  semi-tropical  flora,  but 
is  in  a  very  bad  condition,  overgrown  with  weeds,  with  but 
few  specimens  of  plants  labeled,  with  sloughy  paths,  moss-cov- 
ered greenhouses,  and  a  general  air  of  neglect.  A  lofty  iron 
fence  fonnB  one  side,  but  brown  mud  walls  the  others. 

The  dwelling-houses  of  the  wealthy  and  cultured  upper 
classes  of  lima  are  built  upon  the  same  general  plan  which 
one  finds  in  all  Central  and  South  American  countries.  The 
distingaishing  features  are  the  flat  roof;  the  inner  court, 
from  which  the  rooms  are  generally  lighted  and  entered; 
and  the  architectural  limitation  to  one  or  two  stories.  The 
balconies  always  face  the  street.  If  the  windows  open  on 
the  street,  they  are  usually  heavily  barred,  and  used  more 
for  ventilation  in  extremely  hot  weather  than  for  the  admis- 
sion of  light.  A  broad  and  lofty  gateway  in  the  center  of 
the  house  will  conduct  you  over  a  marble  pavement,  with 
j)orters'  rooms  on  each  side,  to  a  small  court  probably  fur- 
nished with  huge  pots  or  boxes  of  flowers,  or  graceful  plants 
with  brilliantly  colored  leaves,  directly  to  what  we  should 
call  the  front  door.     This  opens  immediately  into  the  sitting- 
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KKJiii  or  family  parlor,  which  is  softly  illuDitued  from  win-^ 
(lows  facing  the  court  you  hare  jost  croesed.  Aa  yon  enter,,! 
yon  have  a  pleasant  view  across  this  rooni  to  the  grand  e 
looQ  and  another  court,  also  filled  with  tlowcre,  and  beyond  \ 
this  to  the  doors  uf  the  dining-rourn.  Slil!  farther  on  ara  ! 
the  pantry,  kitchen,  laundry,  and  Bervunt*'  quarters  facing  j 
upon  yet  another  and  the  third  court,  and  reached  from  f 
the  street  by  a  long,  private  hall  quite  separate  from  the  I 
remainder  of  the  house.  On  the  aide  opposite  the  rooms  I  I 
have  been  describing,  and  extending  tlie  entire  length  of  tha  I 
boose,  are  the  gmoting-room,  library,  und  the  slecpiiig  and  J 
private  rooms  of  tlie  family.  All  these  communii-ate,  and.  I 
when  uo  guests  are  present  are  in  the  daytime  kepto])eilJ 
from  one  end  of  the  hooBO  to  the  other.  The  large  number  of '  ' 
rooms  and  the  grcnt  convenience  of  their  general  arrange- 
ment, first  please  the  eye  and  awaken  the  admiration  of  the 
Btrauger.     Such  a  lavish  display  of  space  is  quite  novel  U->  a 
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tilings  have  to  be  imported  from  distant  countries.  Serv- 
ants, however,  are  good  and  cheap ;  they  always  do  the  mar- 
keting. Coffee  is  generally  taken  on  rising,  at  eight ;  break- 
fast is  at  eleven,  and  dinner  at  seven.  The  business  hours  of 
the  gentlemen 'are  thus  largely  confined  to  the  afternoon,  and 
they  return  home  sufficiently  early  to  get  thoroughly  rested, 
dress  for  dinner,  and  of  course  take  a  glass  of  bitters  and 
smoke  a  cigarette.  You  will  discover  that  the  adults  of  the 
family — the  rising  generation — have  been  educated  in  either 
New  York  or  Paris,  and  have  traveled  extensively  in  both 
the  United  States  and  Europe,  if  not  also  in  India  and  China, 
and  possibly  around  the  world.  They  will  be  very  likely  to 
speak  English  and  French  in  addition  to  their  vernacular. 
The  ladies  you  will  find  dressed  richly  and  tastefully,  in  Eu- 
ropean fashion,  if  not  in  the  latest  of  French  styles.  They 
will  receive  you  with  a  quiet  and  graceful  dignity,  combined 
with  bright  conversational  powers  and  a  display  of  great 
amiability.  The  gentlemen  will  be  sure  to  try  to  make  you 
feel  at  home,  give  you  a  good  cigar,  and  ask  your  opinion  of 
the  bewitching  sefloritas.  In  brief,  the  hospitality  one  meets 
in  lima  is  of  a  very  bountiful  and  agreeable  character,  and 
life  in  the  Peruvian  capital  is  most  delightful. 

While  one  sees  in  the  streets  and  other  public  places  of 
Lima  more  hags  and  homely  women,  both  young  and  old, 
than  in  most  other  cities  of  the  world,  yet  there  are  very 
frequently  to  be  met  young  girls  of  the  most  delicate,  re- 
fined, and  ravishing  beauty.  As  with  the  Quito  belles,  so 
with  those  of  Lima,  their  chief  beauty  is  to  be  found  in 
their  eyes,  which  are  truly  wondrous.  A  whole  chapter 
might  be  devoted  to  them.  They  are  uniformly  of  a  coal- 
like blackness,  lambent  though  soft.  They  do  not  flash,  but 
bum  with  steadfastness,  as  though  their  flame  would  never, 
never  die.  It  is  an  adjunct  of  beauty  quite  unknown  to 
other  nations,  and  but  slightly  approached  even  in  southern 
Spain.  Like  the  aristocratic  ladies  of  Quito,  those  of  Lima 
have  small  and  beautiful  hands  and  feet.  Their  carriage  is 
perfect  grace,  their  manner  the  acme  of  courtesy  and  good 
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nature.  Tliej^  are,  howeyer,  bom  coqaettf*,  quite  coQScioiu 
of  their  cliarraa,  and  not  iinwCUng  to  exact  from  nicn  tbe 
meed  of  admiration,  Tbcj  are  eminontly  cnp^Me  of  mnkiag 
u  crusty  old  bat-lielor  ste  tlie  error  lA  his  waye,  from  wKicb- 
evcr  hemispliere  he  may  Lapjwn  to  huil.  Tlicy  uufliiiciiingly 
return  yom"  gaze  of  enriosity  or  odmiratioit.  Tliey  will  e\'en 
acknowledge  the  lx>w  of  a  BUBcoptible  foreigner,  but  in  order 
to  know  them  one  miiet  not  only  bo  fortified  with  introdnc- 
tionfi  of  the  most  irreproacLitbk*  churHcter,  but  must  aleo  sutv 
mit  to  the  supervision  and  constant  prc*eueeof  mother,  anut, 
married  gieter,  or  friend.  No  Hnoh  thing  is  known  as  a  visit 
to  a  Lima  yonng  lady  witliont  the  perpetnal  attendance  of 
one  of  these,  or  a  dnenna — that  is,  a  govcmees  ;  and  though 
some  of  tliese  attendants  are  not  nnsusceptihle  to  Battery, 
they  never  relax  their  Cerberus-like  gnard.  A  bad  euBtom,  to 
which  I  must  allude,  ia  that  of  heavily  painting  and  powder- 
ing the  face — a  universal  and  by  no  means  improving  fashion. 
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hntrj,  is  dedicated  to  the  '^  ScHoritas  Limenas."  At  the 
other  end  it  modeetly  affirms  that  '^  Lima  is  tlie  queen  of  the 
Pacific,  noted  for  its  climate  and  the  beanty  of  its  women.'' 
I  feel  in  duty  bonnd  to  subscribe  to  the  last  statement,  but 
as  regards  the  climate  I  must  withhold  such  a  ready  indorse- 
ment. I  saw  the  sun  but  once  in  ten  days,  and  then  only  for 
a  few  hours.  The  days  were  damp  and  raw,  the  nights 
misty  and  drizzly,  without  any  actual  rainfall,  but  with  a  dew 
of  snch  density  and  quantity  that  the  streets  for  half  the 
day  were  very  muddy  and  slippery.  And  just  such  weatlier 
as  this,  I  was  informed  by  an  old  resident,  you  will  find  here 
for  five  months  of  the  year,  while  the  remainder  will  be  very 
hot  and  dry.  Still,  the  climate,  though  a  most  depressing 
one — at  least  in  winter — is  said  to  be  fairly  healthy. 

One  day  I  witnessed  one  of  the  religious  processions  so 
often  to  be  seen  in  these  zealous  Homan  Catholic  countries. 
First  came  priests  in  white  cassocks,  with  candles  and  other 
ecclesiastic  adjuncts.  Their  stupid  and  often  sensual  coun- 
tenances topped  by  the  tonsured  hair,  made  an  almost  un- 
canny sight.  Then  came  large  effigies  of  saints,  reared  upon 
gold  and  white  i)edestals,  surrounded  by  flowers  and  crimson 
drapery,  and  borne  upon  the  shoulders  of  men  concealed  be- 
neath them.  The  figures  were  gaudily  painted  in  almost 
every  imaginable  color,  and  were  horrid  caricatures  of  un- 
holy humanity.  Next  followed  other  priests,  in  robes  stiff 
with  gold  embroidery.  A  military  band  and  a  detachment  of 
troops  closed  this  procession  ;  but  I  soon  saw  another  of  like 
character,  following  a  similar  galaxy  of  wooden  saints.  The 
two  processions  met  opjX)site  the  government-house,  and  the 
saints  of  the  one  were  made  to  salaam  to  those  of  the  other. 
Then  the  two  processions  united  and  marched  off  in  the 
direction  whence  one  of  thcni  had  come.  The  explanation 
is,  that  it  was  simply  a  church /<?^'-day  (or  days,  for  it  lasted 
during  two  of  them),  and  that  one  of  the  saints  was  merely 
observing  the  social  amenities  by  paying  a  ^nsit  to  a  brother 
saint.  The  former  was  escorted  to  the  other's  church,  and 
placed  near  the  altar  in  a  prominent  position,  where  he  re- 
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rnaiued  unci!  tLo  fi>nowing  day,  wlien,  with  a  similar  piiblis 
displav,  lie  retumtil  home  to  his  own  church.  Previous  ,to 
his  return  the  dmrch  of  Santo  Domingo  was  hrilliantly  illi 
niinated  in  Uis  honor  with  a  thouaaud  candius,  and  an  nrchea- 
tra  gave  very  good  music,  relieved  at  times  by  the  military 
hand  and  the  singing  of  u  choir  of  rnouks  and  iiired  pro- 
feseionals.  This  church  was  packed  with  people  all  day 
long,  and  presented  a  most  extraordinary  eight  to  one  stand- 
ing at  the  doore,  the  congregation  heing  clod  entirely  in 
hiack,  and  rceenibliiig  participasts  in  a  very  luehrymose  fu- 
neral. In  fact,  it  was  rather  a  juhilation  than  a  rec^uium.  The 
ifiHonias  were  nndoubtedly  enjoying  thciiuiclvc^,  and  iu  a 
city  with  few  public  amneeutents  a  chnreh  /eUi  is  a  godRend. 
The  music  was  predominantly  of  the  waltz  variety.  Tlio 
ndjoining  convent  and  cloisters  were  thrown  open  to  tLo 
public,  who  availed  theinsflves  of  tlie  nnnsnal  opportunity  to 
inspect  a  actus  of  paintings  which  entirely  surrounds  the 
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From  a  contemplation  of  these  religio-dramatic  shows  to 
a  consideration  of  other  diversions  of  the  Peruvians  is  a 
natnral  and  an  easy  transition.  There  were  formerly  three 
theatres  in  Lima.  The  best  of  these,  a  fine,  large  structure, 
giving  entertainments  of  a  high  class,  both  operatic  and  dra- 
matic, was  burned  a  short  time  before  my  visit.  A  smaller 
and  less  important  one  had  been  sold,  and  was  being  torn 
down  to  make  room  for  other  business.  The  third,  and  only 
remaining  one,  had  been  made  out  of  an  old  circus-building. 
It  is  very  plain,  but  has  a  large  parquette,  a  tier  of  boxes, 
and  a  gallery.  It  will  seat  two  thousand  people,  and  is  gen- 
erally devoted  to  the  presentation  of  the  light  comic  operas 
which  all  the  Latin  race  love  so  well.  In  the  northern  part 
of  the  city,  and  reached  by  a  fine  bridge  of  stone  and  iron 
across  the  little  Rimac,  stands  the  Bull-Ring,  a  very  old  but 
ever-popular  institution.  The  building  is  two  stories  in 
height,  is  made  of  mud  and  bamboo,  and  will  contain  ten 
thousand  people.  There  are  two  clubs  in  Lima.  One,  called 
the  Phoenix,  is  patronized  almost  exclusively  by  foreigners. 
The  other,  the  Union,  is  sustained  by  Peruvians.  The  Union 
would  be  no  discredit  to  London  or  New  York,  with  its 
marble  entrance,  double  staircase,  its  reading,  billiard,  and 
card  rooms,  and  large  and  elegant  dining-room,  with  bronze 
chandeliers  and  carved  sideboards.  In  the  front  of  the  build- 
ing, facing  upon  the  Grand  Plaza,  is  a  very  large  ball-room, 
decorated  in  white  and  gold,  with  frescoed  walls  and  crystal 
chandeliers.  A  ball  is  given  once  a  month  during  the  win- 
ter. At  the  request  of  any  of  the  members,  foreigners  and 
visitors  are,  as  with  us,  given  the  privileges  of  these  clubs 
for  the  period  of  one  month. 
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RAILBOADINO    ABOVE   THE  CLOUDS. 

On  August  Stli  I  left  Lima  and  Callao  for  Mollendo,  i 
Beaport  about  five  hundred  miles  to  the  southward,  my  iu-l 
tention  beiug  to  travel  tlieiicc,  if  possible— for  there  wera 
bands  of  revolutionists  in  the  neighborhood — by  rail  to  I 
(luipa,  the  second  city  of  Peru,  and  the  town  of  Pnno  on. 
Lake  Titicaea,  and  then  over  tlie  lake  and  by  coach  to  ] 
Paz,  the  capital  of  Bolivia.     My  steamer  was  the  Pizarro,^ 
a  fine,  large  vessel  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Nai-igation  C'ompany. 
There  vriis  accommodation  for  at  least  two  hundred  flrst-claes 
passengers,  though  we  carried  not  more  than  thirty,     We 
called  first  at  the  town  of  Pisco,  connected  by  rail  with  the 
town  of  lea  in  the  interior.     Ten  or  twelve  miles  to  our  right 
lay  the  three  Clnncha  Islands,  with  their  gray  blufis  shining 
in  the  bright  morning  snn.     Guano  has  played  a  very  im- 
portant part  in  the  more  modem  history  of  Peru,  and  enor- 
mons  new  deposits  have  lately  been  discovered,  equal   in 
quality  to  that  of  these  famous  islands.     At  Pisco  we  took 
on  boani  vegetables,  fruit,  straw  baskets,  and  of  course  a  lot  .< 
of  the  long  earthenware  cylinders  full  of  Pisco  wine,  a  8p6-  j 
oialty  of  the  place.     As  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Peruvian  I 
coast,  so  several  of  the  southern  porta  were  closed  by  order  ^ 
of  the  Lima  Government.     Thus  we  made  but  two  stops  be-  j 
tween  Callao  and  Mollendo,  Pisco  being  one  and  Tambo  de  \ 
Mwra,  an  insignificant  town,  the  other. 

We  arrived  at  Mollendo  about  midday,  and  oar  steamer  1 
was  immediately  ordered  by  a  Peruvian  man-of-war  In  the 
roadstead  uot  to  anchor.     So  I  tlmught  that  iny  plan  of  joop-  j 
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neying  by  rail  to  Lake  Titicaca  was  nipped  in  the  bud.  But 
it  seemed  that  this  order  was  only  for  the  display  of  a  little 
authority,  for  when  the  captain  of  the  port  came  on  board 
he  told  me  that  I  could  not  only  go  to  Arequipa  but  also 
across  the  continent  if  I  liked.  The  town  of  Mollendo  shows 
from  the  sea  as  only  a  small  collection  of  mud  and  bamboo 
huts,  perched  without  any  regularity  of  streets  upon  a  rocky 
bluff.  Beyond  are  the  customary  sand-hills  of  the  Peruvian 
coast,  without  a  spear  of  vegetation  of  any  kind  in  sight.  A 
tremendous  swell  rolls  into  the  harbor,  and  the  landing  of 
freight  and  passengers  is  always  difficult,  steam-cranes  being 
employed  in  raising  and  lowering  both,  the  passengers  fast- 
ened in  chairs.  My  first  visit  is  to  the  chief  of  police; 
and  to  avoid  suspicion  I  find  it  best  to  be  rated  as  a  mer- 
chant. For  my  passport  I  have  to  pay  a  silver  dollar.  Mol- . 
lendo  exists  only  as  the  terminus  of  the  railway  to  Puno  and, 
Lake  Titicaca.  A  passenger  train  is  run  to  Arequipa  every 
other  day  of  the  week,  returning  on  the  intervening  days. 
At  night,  sitting  upon  the  broad  piazza  of  the  hotel,  the  roar 
of  the  surf,  the  white  flashing  of  the  spray  upon  the  rocks, 
the  darkness  of  the  town  and  distant  ocean,  have  a  romantic 
effect  upon  the  traveler,  tired  out  with  the  rolling  steamer, 
and  desiring  only  to  be  left  alone  with  his  impressions  of 
past  scenes  and  his  reflections  and  hopes  regarding  those  to 
come. 

I  left  Mollendo  for  Arequipa,  at  half-past  seven  in  the 
morning.  Our  train  consisted  of  a  very  powerful,  large 
locomotive  made  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  two  baggage- 
cars,  and  two  passenger-cars  for  first  and  second  class  travel- 
ers. These  cars  were  made  in  Troy,  New  York.  The  en- 
gines bum  coal,  though  when  the  Chilians  were  in  possession 
of  this  district  the  very  hard  olive-wood  of  the  country  had 
to  be  substituted.  The  first-class  passengers  have  to  pay  eight 
silver  dollars  and  a  government  tax  of  forty  cents  on  their 
tickets.  The  baggage  must  also  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
ten  cents  for  each  piece,  for  which  paper  receipts  are  given. 
The  engineers  are  foreigners,  generally  North  Americans, 
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while  tlie  condoctore,  brakemen,  and  firemen  are  native 
Tlie  road  is  of  the  regulation  broad  gauge.     The  heav 
grade  is  four  per  cent — that  ia,  four  feet  rise  iu  one  hundi 
feet  long,  or  about  two  hundred  and  twelve  feet  per  mi 
For  the  first  ten  miles  it  runs  close  by  the  sea.     It  then  tni 
abruptly  toward  the  northeast,  and  paseea  over  a  sandy  plall 
to  the  station  of  Tambo,  ten  miles  farther,  and  at  an  altita( 
of  one  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.    At  Tambo  we  take 
board  a  large  nimiber  of  passengers,  and  then  move  on,  6to[ 
ping  at  two  nnimi>ortant  places,  consisting  of  littlu  more  thai 
etatiou-houses,  until  we  halt  for  breakfast  at  Cacbendo,  thi 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  and  thirty-live 
mile?  from  Mollendo.     At  a  hotel  near  the  station  we  get  a 
very  palatable  breakfast,  with  good  wine,  for  one  dollar  and 
tifty  cents.     Going  on  from  Cachendo,  we  pass  over  an  enor- 
mous sandy  plain,  in  some  parts  reminding   me  of  the  alkali 
plains  of  the  great  American  Desert,  in  others  of  the  Saliara 
south  from  Tripoli,  with  its  smooth  sand,  its  scattered  stones, 
and  its  hillocks.    Near  the  coast  there  are  at  least  coarse  grass 
and  low  scrub,  hut  from  here  until  wo  reach  the  Rio  Chili 
there  is  not  a  particle  of  vegetation  of  any  kind,  not  even 
scraggy  eaotiis.     In  ascending  the  mountains  tve    have 
make  what  in  a  direct  line  would  not  he  more  than  half  the 
diatance.    In  one  place  the  road  winds  almost  entirely  around 
a  small  mountain,  with  a  very  steep  grade  the  entire  distance. 
So  steep  are  the  bills  that  frequently  you  can  look  below,  a 
distance  of  a  thousand  feet,  upon  a  section  of  track  yon  have 
passed  over,  and  upon  which  it  appears  as  if  a  stone  might 
easily  be  thrown.     Sometimes  we  would  run  along  one  side 
of  a  valley,  and  then,  making  an  almost  complete  circle,  crawl 
along  the  opposite  side,  always  ascending  the  while;  some- 
times we  would   pass  in   zigzag  fashion   np  the  flank   of 
a  mountain,  with  five  stretches  of  the  road  in  view  at  the 
same  moment ;  sometimes  we  would  run  at  sharp  angles,  and 
again  in  the  most  sinuous  manner  imaginable.     Upon  thd 
steep  grades  we  made  but  eight  miles  an  hour,  but  on  othen 
twelve  to  fifteen.     Away  to  our  right  was  a  range  of  grerat- 
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ish-white  hills,  whose  color  one  wonld  mistake  at  a  distance 
for  the  presence  of  snow,  but  which  was  merely  a  deposit  of 
pnmice  and  salt.  Before  us  towered  the  majestic  snow- 
capped extinct  volcano  of  the  Misti,  directly  at  whose  ^oot 
lies  the  city  of  Areqnipa.  A  little  to  the  left  was  a  huge 
cluster  of  sharp-pinnacled  snow-mountains,  among  them 
Charchani,  nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  feet  high  ;  and 
still  farther  away,  toward  the  left,  the  huge,  dome-shaped 
Coropuna,  three  thousand  feet  higher.  Coropana  much 
resembles  Chimborazo  in  its  general  outline,  and  is  quite  as 
widely  and  deeply  covered  with  the  purest  white  snow. 
Charchani,  though  much  darker  in  color,  and  with  less  snow 
atop,  has  almost  exactly  the  contour  of  Cotopaxi.  Scattered 
over  the  plain  were  huge  dunes  of  fine  white  sand  accurately 
and  smoothly  arranged  in  crescent  shapes,  with  acute  crests, 
their  openings  generally  to  the  northeast,  whence  the  prevail- 
ing winds  blow,  though  the  mounds  themselves  are  produced 
rather  by  the  whirling  eddies  hereabouts  prevalent.  1  saw 
some  of  these  mounds  as  much  as  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty 
in  height.  It  is  the  want  of  vegetation  and  their  lightness 
(caused  by  their  being  drier  than  the  sand  of  the  coast)  which 
enables  these  sand-banks  to  be  driven  by  violent  winds  rap- 
idly over  the  plain.  The  smaller  ones  are  soon  overtaken  by 
the  larger,  which  are  shivered  in  crushing  the  others.  The 
heat  in  passing  this  plain  was  very  oppressive,  and  the  glare 
from  the  reflected  sun  greater  than  that  experienced  in  any 
Persian  or  Nubian  desert.  The  motion  of  the  train  raised 
such  a  fine,  penetrating  dust  that,  notwithstanding  the  tem- 
perature, we  were  obliged  to  close  all  the  car-windows.  To 
convey  an  accurate  impression  of  this  district  in  intelligible 
words  seems  almost  impossible.  Whether  I  consider  the  vast 
scale  and  frightful  sterility  of  the  scenery,  or  the  ingenious 
manner  in  which  puny  man  has  literally  bearded  savage 
Nature  in  her  awful  fastnesses,  I  am  struck  dumb  with  wonder 
and  curiosity.  Even  the  stolid  and  ignorant  natives  seem 
interested,  and  crane  their  necks  from  the  windows  over  a 
fearful  precipice  of  gray  rock,  at  whose  base  roars  a  deep  tor^ 
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rent.    The  excavations  from  here  ou  aro  trcmcndonft,  vtA  * 
the  engineering  is  ruarvelous.     The  {(rade,  beside,  is  very   ' 
steep.     The  locomotive  puffs  and  wheezes,  and  eoenie  almost  f 
too  tired  to  proceed.     At  Tingo  we  pass  the  torrent  we  had 
been  so  long  following,  and  span  it  upon  an   iron   pirder 
bridge,  fifty  feet  in  lieiglit,  the  only  bridge  upon  this  divisioa   i 
of  the  road.     We  now  enter  the  great  plain  upon  which   I 
stands  the  city  of  Arequipa.     It  looks  very  green  and  furtilo,  J 
and  is  in  nnost  places  carefully  cultivated  and  irrignted   by  I 
little  eanala.     There  are  no  trees  save  eucalypti,  au(i  I)Ut  few 
straggling  houses.     At  half-past  four,  after  a  journey  of  nine  J 
hours,  we  reached  the  southern  outskirts  of  Arequipa,  and 
drew  up  in  a  fine  ir.m  station,  one  hundred  and  suvcn  riiilcA 
from  Mollendo,  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fif^ 
feet  above  it. 

Near  the  station  are  the  former  headqnarters  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Thnrndike,  a  resident  now  of  Lima,  but  who  was  once  the 
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this  very  room.  Then  there  is  a  billiard  room,  with  a  rich 
table  of  inlaid  woods,  a  library  with  a  choice  collection  of 
books,  a  reception-room,  office,  dining-room,  other  bedrooms, 
and  an  elegantly  appointed  bath-room,  the  whole  being  ar- 
ranged in  the  commodious  and  comfortable  manner  much 
more  peculiar  to  North  than  to  Soath  America.  I  was 
kindly  favored,  by  Mr.  Thomdike,  with  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  his  able  and  courteous  superintendent,  Mr.  V.  H. 
MacCord,  who,  upon  my  arrival,  at  once  gave  me  a  hearty 
welcome  to  the  charming  home  just  described. 

The  grounds  of  the  general  railway  headquarters  embrace 
about  ten  acres.  Here  ai*e  a  round-house  for  twenty  locomo- 
tives; a  foundry  ;  blacksmith's,  carpenter's,  paint,  machine,  and 
car  shops ;  dwellings  for  the  employes ;  and  the  station  build- 
ing. The  shops  are  capable  of  making  cars,  and  even  loco- 
motives, and,  though  the  company  may  know  thus  exactly 
the  character  of  all  the  work  done,  yet  they  find  it  on  the 
whole  less  expensive  to  import  the  locomotives  from  New 
Jersey  and  the  cars  from  New  York.  The  regular  passen- 
ger train  from  Arequipa  to  Puno  runs  but  once  a  week,  and 
takes  two  days  to  make  this  distance ;  but,  through  the  court- , 
esy  of  the  superintendent,  I  was  forwarded  in  one  day  by  his 
private  engine,  the  accompanying  car  holding  eight  persons. 
The  railway-station  is  about  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the 
city,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  tram-car  at  irregular  inter- 
vals during  the  day,  and  not  at  all  after  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  I  take  a  walk  through  the  principal  streets,  which 
are  narrow,  and  paved  with  cobble  stones.  Along  the  curb 
of  the  pavement  are  open  slm'ces,  the  only  and  very  disa- 
greeable sewerage  of  the  city.  The  houses  are  nearly  all  of 
but  one  story,  built  of  a  sandstone  obtained  in  neighboring 
quarries  and  brought  to  town  on  the  backs  of  donkeys.  This 
stone  readily  admits  of  a  fine  finish  and  elaborate  carving. 
The  former  may  be  seen  in  the  construction  of  any  of  the 
houses,  the  latter  upon  the  facades  of  any  of  the  churches. 
I  everywhere  saw  terrible  effects  of  the  great  earthquake  of 
1868,  whole  streets  in  ruins,  great  cracks  in  churches  and 
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walls.     The  Areqnipa  of  to-Jny  is  mostly  built  upon  the  | 
ruins  of  that  of  186S,    The  cathedral,  however,  has  not  been  I 
completely  destroyed.     It  is  a  fine,  large  building  with  grac&-  I 
ful  columns  of  quite  a  Greek  appearance,  niches,  statues, 
bronze  ornaments,  atui  a  noble  flight  of  marble  eteps.     In-  I 
aide  are  a  handsome,  carved,  wooden  pulpit  and  a  large  organ,  | 
The  flooring  is  marble.     Arequipa  haa  fair  hotels,  a  theatre,  I 
a  newspaper,  and  a  foreigners'  club  with  good  appointments.  I 
I  left  at  six  the  next  morniiig.     My  companions  in  the  I 
snperintendert's  private  car  were  a  Bolivian  millionaire  and 
his  niece,  and  iho  secretary  of  the  Boliviun  minister  at  lima, 
who  were  bound,  toii;ether  with  myself,  for  La  Paz.     There 
were  also  the  legal  counselor  of  the  railway,  its  chief  road- 
maater,  and  a  physician,  all  bound  for  Puno.     The  party  had 
very   little   baggage,  and  just  comfortably  filled   the   car. 
Passing  a  fine  iron  bridge,  sixteen  hundred  feet  in  length  I 
and  sixty-sL\  feet  in  height,  we  speed  away  to  the  northward,  ] 
and  then  wind  aronnd  the  Misti  to  the  eastward,  in  which  1 
general  direction  the  remaiuder  of  the  journey  continues. 
Tlie  road  seems  immensely  fall  of  curves;  but,  when  one  re-  I 
members  tliat  it  was  contracted  for  by  the  mile,  periiaps  I  ] 
mistake.    About  thirty  miles  from  Arequipa  we  jiass  through  1 
the  only  tunnel  in  this  division.     It  is  four  hundred  feet  J 
long,  and  ninety-five  hundred  feet  above  eea-level.     Forty  I 
miles    fartlier   we   cross   a   great  bridge   made   of    hollow  1 
wrought-iron  columns  and  girders,  and  very  similar,  in  gen- 
eral appearance,  to  the  famous  Verrugas  hridge  on  the  Oroya   ' 
Railroad.     It  Is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  height  and  three 
hundred  feet  long.     The  j^rantry  through  which  we  pass  is  ^ 
without  vegetation  or  inhabitants.    The  stations,  which  area 
some  twenty  or  thirty  miles  apart,  are  simply  depots  for  coal  J 
and  water.     There  are  three  hotels  upon  the  road,  and  at  the  I 
second  of  these  we  stop  for  breakfast.     After  tliis  I  take  aJ 
seat  in  the  locomotive  and  keep  it  to  the  end  of  the  joumej-.l 
Here  one  has  a  better  opporttmity  to  study  the  cngineerinjf  1 
obstacles  that  liave  been  surmounted,  and  to  get  some  infop- 1 
matlon  from  the  engineer,  who,  in  the  brief  intervals  bo- J 
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tween  working  the  throttle-valve  and  steam-brake,  is  willing 
to  talk.  It  is  quite  an  enervating  sensation  to  continually 
dash  around  corners  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour,  where 
you  can  scarcely  see  the  length  of  the  locomotive  ahead. 
Engines  working  with  a  train  up  the  steep  inclines  generally 
use  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  of  steam.  Our  average 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  with  this  we  made, 
over  some  long  stretches  of  plain  near  Puno,  nearly  sixty 
miles  an  hour.  A  beautiful  snowy  range  was  now  ahead, 
one  of  the  peaks  sending  high  aloft  a  graceful  curve  of  smoke. 
This  was  the  volcano  UbinaB.  On  the  plains  we  passed  many 
herds  of  llamas,  alpacas,  and  occasionally  a  few  of  the  wild 
vicufias.  The  latter  are  always  a  reddish  color,  while  the  oth- 
ers are  of  various  hues,  though  brown,  black,  and  white  seem 
to  predominate.  They  are  all  ruminating  animals,  and  have 
long,  woolly  hair.  Sheep  also  we  saw,  and  a  few  rough-look- 
ing cattle.  As  we  neared  the  lakes,  wild  fowl  became  abun- 
dant. There  seemed  to  be  absolutely  no  inhabitants  between 
Arequipa  and  Puno,  save  the  herdsmen,  the  station -hands, 
and  the  occupants  of  a  small  village  near  Titicaca.  How 
they  get  food  I  do  not  know,  for  the  plains  were  all  of  sand 
and  volcanic  rocks,  covered  with  pumice  and  saline  incrusta- 
tions. The  mirage  was  constantly  giving  us  large  lakes, 
where  we  knew  only  calcined  soil  existed.  On  the  whole, 
neither  the  scenery  nor  the  engineering  feats  made  this  sec- 
tion of  the  road  so  interesting  as  that  between  Mollendo  and 
Arequipa.  The  part  of  that  division  which  makes  the  final 
ascent  and  passage  of  the  mountains,  built  entirely  under  the 
very  skillful  survey  and  management  of  Mr.  Thorndike,  1 
have  never  in  any  land  seen  surpassed  for  interest.  The 
counselor — our  fellow-passenger — has  a  large  grain  and  cat- 
tle estate  near  Puno,  and  there  we  were  courteously  invited 
to  stop  and  partake  of  an  off-hand  lunch.  AVe  were  all  suf- 
fering more  or  less  from  the  rarefaction  of  the  air,  but  a  lit- 
tle walk  and  a  glass  of  wine  proved  a  rapid  restorer.  The 
entire  front  of  the  counselor's  farm-house  was  ornamented 
with  a  rpw  of  stuffed  yellow  foxes,  with  a  superb  pair  of 
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e  craft  upon  thein.  The  lii<rhest  point  on  the 
iirteen  thousand  six  liundred  and  sixtv-six  feet  — 
way  between  Are<piipa  and  Puno. 
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'      '  THE  ACME   OF   STEAMER  NAVIGATION. 

PiJNO  is  a  small  town  lying  in  a  semicircular  valley,  jvith 
aveiy  prominent  and  imposing  cathedral,  but  there  Ms-noth- 
ing, ejse  to  detain  the  traveler.  Puno  and  Cuzco,  the  old 
JjHOa  capita],  two  hundred  and  seven  miles  distant,  are  being 
connected  by  railway,  and  eighty-two  miles  have  now  been 
built  and  are  in  mnning  order.  Mr.  Thomdike  showed  me 
'in^'Lima  a  rare  And  interesting  curiosity  taken  from  one  of 
the  old  Hnacas  del  Inca,  or  Incarial  cemeteries,  near  Cuzco. 
It  was  a  solid,  pure  silver  statuette— a  human  head  and  bust 
— eight  indhes  in  height,  and  weighing  eleven  pounds.  The 
heikd  Was  decidedly  Homeric  in  aspect,  but  wore  a  sort  of 
Persian  cap,  surmounted  by  a  large,  radiating  sim.  The 
molding  and  cdrving  of  the  sun  in  such  a  position  would  ap- 
pearto  indicate  a  Persian  origin,  and  thus  again  support  the 
theory  of  trans-Pacific  migration.  These  facts  were  called 
tp  mind  'by  hearing  that  a  linn'ted  liability  compariy  has*. re- 
cently been  formed  at  MoUendo,  with  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  curiously  called  the  ^'Anonymous  Oomjiany 
for  Exploration  of  the  Inca  Sepulchres,"  with  the  object  of 
searching  for  antiquities  and  valuables  in  the  old  bmial- 
gronnds  in  the  district  of  Cuzco,  a  concession  having  been 
granted  to  the  company  by  the  Government  for  this  pfuqx)8e. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  valuable  curiosities,  and  prob- 
al)ly  deposits  o/gold  and  silver,  exist  in  the:^e  ancient  tombs, 
bat  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  will  repay  the  cost 
and  trouble  of  finding. 

At  the  end  of  a  long  pier  on  which  the  cars  run,  lay  one 
6 


82  ABOUSD  -l-Vfl  AliOVt  SOUTH  AMh'RICA.  \ 

of  the  two  little  iron  Bteanicrs,  of  some  wvcuty-fi  TO  tons 
bnrden  each,  wliioli  ut  present  tniveree  Lake  Titk-aca.  Near 
it,  and  ill  striking  contrast.,  wore  the  Eiinple  msh  rranoea  of 
the  natives.  Tliis  part  of  tlie  lake  U  m  ahallow  that  tho 
Bteaiuers,  tbougli  dntwing  only  six  feet  of  water,  ciin  Imt 
paKiallj  load  here,  and  huve  to  complete  their  e&t^oe»  about 
two  miles  from  shore,  at  a  spot  reached  by  a  canal  which, 
owing  to  the  sLiftiug  sand?,  it  is  hard  to  koop  np4.<n.  A 
stcam-lannch  takes  us  on  board,  and  on  tho  way  we  pa«3  a 
firaall  island,  on  top  of  which  I  notice  a  large  stone  pillar. 
This  is  erected  over  the  romaina  of  the  well-known  natural- 
ist, explorer,  and  author,  Janies  OrtoD,  who  died  in  Puno,  of 
consumption,  while  setting  forth  to  explore  Bolivia,  after 
having  twice  crossed  the  continent  from  ocean  to  oecan. 
The  captain  of  my  steamer,  the  Yavari,  though  a  native, 
spoke  English.  The  engineer  was  an  EngliHhman,  who  had 
been  in  these  countries  nearly  thirty  years.     The   steamer 
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Copacabana,  in  Bolivia^  which  republic  claims  one  half  of 
Titicaca  and  its  penibsnlas  and  islands.  The  town  itself  con- 
sists  of  mud  huts  with  straw  roofs,  but  at  one  side  is  a  fine 
large  brick  church,  with  ingenious  tile  ornamentation  upon  its 
towere.  This  church  is  a  sort  of  Bolivian  Lourdes,  a  sacred 
shrine  containing  an  especially  Immaculate  Lady,  to  whom, 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  vast  throngs  of  natives  make 
pilgrimages.  We  pass  through  a  narrow  strait  which  sepa- 
rates the  northern  from  the  southern  parts  of  the  lake :  in 
the  former,  land  is  often  out  of  sight ;  in  the  latter,  never. 
The  nearer  hills  are  always  brown  as  to  color,  and  barren  as 
to  vegetation.  On  the  east,  towers  the  great  snowy  range  of 
the  Andes.  This  extends  from  north  to  south  as  far  as  we 
can  see,  nearly  one  hundred  miles,  and  is  about  thirty  miles 
distant  from  the  lake.  It  contains  the  magnificent  peaks  of 
Blampu  or  Sorata,  Iluani  Potosi,  Illims^ni,  and  others,  none 
of  which  are  less  than  fifteen  thousand,*  while  Illampu  is 
nearly  twenty-five  thousand  feet  in  height,  and  the  highest 
mountain  in  South  America.  A  smaller  peak  immediately 
to  the  north  is  the  exact  fac-simile  of  the  famous  Swiss  Mat- 
terhom.  In  Ecuador  the  Andean  giants  are,  as  we  have 
seen,  solitary  points,  and  many  miles  apart,  with  compara- 
tively low  lands  between ;  but  here  there  is  a  range  exactly 
like  the  Ilimalavas  as  to  elevation  and  extension.  It  must 
be  especially  remembered  that,  although  our  view  is  from 
the  dark  surface  of  the  smooth  water,  and  that  but  a  low 
range  of  brown  hills  intervenes,  yet  the  position  from  which 
we  look  is  more  than  two  miles  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
These  mountains  are  very  rugged  and  precipitous,  with 
many  acute  ridges,  and  deep  valleys.  This  majestic  Cordillera 
of  the  Andes  is  one  of  the  most  imposing  spectacles  that 
I  beheld  in  all  South  America.  And  I  am  not  sure  that 
Illampu,  in  its  massive,  sharp-tipped  summit,  does  not  sur- 
pass in  grandeur  and  beauty  the  world-famous  Chimborazo. 
Think,  too,  of  the  splendid  coloring  of  the  picture  it  was  my 
privilege  to  enjoy :  first,  the  dark  green  of  the  lake,  then  the 
brown  of  the  hillocks,  next  the  purple  of  the  hills,  afterward 


81 


AROUND  A.VD  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


the  black  and  gray  of  tlie  raonntains,  and  finally  the  glUteOt- 
iiig  white  of  the  peaked,  Berratcd  Hiiniinita,  with  a  few  lleecj 
clouds  and  tha  purest  blue  firmament  above  I  I  go  no  fur. 
titer,  or  I  mnst  rhapBodixe.  But,  though  I  truversed  a  u^ora 
of  worlds,  I  can  never  forgot  Uie  view  of  the  great  snowj 
Andes  east  of  Lake  Titicaco.  It  is  embalmed  forpverin  mem- 
ory, along  with  that  other  miraculous  sight— the  bigheot 
peaks  of  the  Ilimalayas,  the  lofUc^t  of  the  globe,  as  seen 
from  Darjeeling,  the  English  heulth-gtatloEi,  four  hundred 
milee  due  north  fn>m  Calcutta,  Britti<li  India. 

In  the  afternoon  we  anchored  near  tho  port  of  Chililayk 
Here  are  the  cuBtom-hoiuce,  a  fuw  mad  hots,  and  two  hotelfu 
Above  the  cuetom-honse  wa8  flying  au  enormouB  Bolivian 
flag — red,  yellow,  aud  green,  in  three  horizontal  stripes,  Tba 
best  hotel  is  "  Grand "  in  title  only,  since  it  is  but  a  quad- 
rangle of  mud  walls  with  tile  roof.  It  contains  a  wretched 
biliiard-tuble  aud  a  small  bar,  at  which  French  brandy  and 
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huts  scattered  abont,  but  no  distinct  villages,  save  one  only, 
and  this  quite  a  town,  about  half-way  between  Chililaya  and 
La  Paz.  The  huts  were  made  of  mud  bricks,  and  surrounded 
by  low  mud  walls.  They  were  not  more  than  six  feet  in 
height  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  peaked  straw 
thatch.  There  was  only  one  opening,  a  diminutive  door, 
excepting  in  some  rare  cases,  where  a  small  hole  on  one  side 
allowed  the  escape  of  smoke.  About  many  of  the  huts,  and 
especially  those  at  the  stations,  were  stacks  of  coarse  yellow 
straw,  which  is  fed  to  mules  and  donkeys.  The  plain  is  a 
vast  table-land,  covered  with  gravel,  stones,  and  lava-like 
substances.  It  produces  only  coarse  grass.  Not  a  tree  or 
bush  of  any  description  was  in  sight.  Though  for  a  few 
square  miles  the  land  had  been  partially  cleared  of  its  stones, 
which  were  piled  up  in  great  heaps  at  regular  intervals,  cul- 
tivation was  scarcely  attempted.  We  passed  a  good  many 
flocks  of  sheep,  and  many  of  the  red  and  black  spotted  cattle, 
such  as  one  sees  in  the  neighborhood  of  Quito.  In  the  far 
distance,  to  the  southwest,  the  plain  was  bounded  by  a  range 
of  low  brown  hills,  while  to  the  east  we  had,  during  the  whole 
day,  a  mountain  view  to  which  all  the  appropriate  adjectives 
in  the  dictionary  could  not  do  full  justice.  As  we  rode  on, 
the  sun  beat  upon  us  with  intense  fervor,  and  the  dust  rose 
so  thickly  from  the  arid  plain  that  we  could  not  see  the  lead- 
ing horses.  We  met  only  a  few  horsemen  and  a  few  loaded 
donkeys  imtil,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  La  Paz,  many 
roads  converged,  and  numbers  of  Indians  trudged  along,  driv- 
ing their  loaded  beasts  before  them.  Of  course,  I  inferred 
the  proximity  of  the  capital  from  the  increasing  number  of 
travelers,  but  I  certainly  was  not  prepared  for  my  first  view 
of  it.  The  table-land  seemed  all  at  once  to  come  to  an  end, 
and  to  fall  abruptly  away  to  the  depth  of  some  twel  ve  or 
fifteen  hundred  feet  directly  in  front  of  ue.  We  suddenly 
halted,  and  alighting,  walked  a  few  steps  ahead  to  the  edge 
of  the  plain,  when  at  once  appeared  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary spectacles  I  ever  remember  having  encountered.  If 
there  might  possibly  be  a  doubt  about  the  advisability  of 
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coiuiug  all  the  waj  from  New  York  to  see  the  gnini]  moao^l 
ains  above  described,  I  feel  anre  that,  if  to  them  were  ndded  1 
this  astoniehiiig  vision  of  La  Pm,  the  travuItT  would  indeed  I 
be  more  than  rep:i!d. 

The  plaiu  fell  awa^,  as  1  have  Mlid,  in  a  siiddon  deiicent,.! 
ftod  then  spread  uut  into  a  valley,  nougly  eiiMroDccd  iii  ono  J 
corner  of  which  lay  the  city  of  ta  Paz,  capital  of  the  liepub-  J 
lie  of  Bolivia.     To  the  uortliwuel  the  vallt-y  eloswl  with  views 
of  Huani  Potosi,  peeping  uhovo  it*  edge.     To  the  wist  were 
grvat  brun'n  rocky  hilU,  and  to  the  boiithvudt  were  uthuni 
Btrcuked  with  a  red  nictullurgic  rock  of  iron  and  cinnubarj  , 
Btill  others  boin^  ot  a  greenish  clay  deeply  furrowed  by  thftJ 
floods,  which  fall  dming  the  raiuy  aeaaou.     Directly  abova'l 
them  loonied  the  grand  form  of  Illimani,  to  the  height  of 
21,155  feet.     To  the  west  was  a  splendid  zigzag  road,  which 
we  were  to  descend  to  tiie  city.     The  valley  iu  which  liea 
Ln  Puz  is  about  thi-oe  miles  in  width  and  ten  miles  lone. 
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progress.  A  few  foreigners,  mostly  Germans,  were  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  coach,  as  was  also  the  only  American  then 
in  the  city,  Hon.  Richard  Gibbs,  minister  from  the  United 
States,  to  whom  I  bore  letters  of  introduction.  He  received 
nie  with  great  cordiality,  and  made  me  his  debtor  for  my 
after  acquaintance  with  the  capital  and  with  the  Aymaras. 
The  balconies  of  the  neighboring  houses  were  filled  with 
smartly  dressed,  houri-eyed  sefloritas,  who  seemed  to  be  as 
heartily  enjoying  the  fiesta  as  children  with  ns  do  the  circus. 
As  the  Bolivian  Congress  was  about  to  assemble,  I  found  the 
principal  hotels  crowded.  So  strong  is  the  native  passion 
for  gambling,  that  even  at  the  best  hotel  in  the  city  the 
sport  was  going  on  at  both  ends  of  the  front  corridor.  It 
consisted  in  throwing  from  a  distance  small  pieces  of  iron, 
something  like  quoits,  into  the  top  of  a  box,  where,  hitting 
different  objects,  they  would  drop  into  corresponding  holes, 
each  marked  with  figures  denoting  gain  or  loss.  These 
games  were  mostly  patronized  by  crowds  of  young  men  in 
silk  hats  and  bLack  frock-coats.  After  some  difficulty,  I 
succeeded  in  getting  fair  accommodation  at  the  "Grand 
Hotel,"  kept  by  a  Frenchman. 

I  had  a  good  dinner  of  dishes  and  wine  peculiar  to  the 
country,  and  then  sallied  forth  to  the  Grand  Plaza,  where, 
from  eight  to  nine  on  two  evenings  of  the  week,  three  mili- 
tary bands  in  turn  discoursed  waltz  and  other  lively  music 
in  a  very  creditable  manner.  All  the  fashionable  world  was 
out,  it  being  "  good  form  "  to  promenade  around  the  square 
on  the  sidewalks  running  in  corridors  through  the  stores,  or 
to  sit  upon  the  brick-and-stuceo  settees  placed  at  convenient 
distances  against  the  walls.  The  costume  of  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  was  that  of  Paris,  save  that  usually  no  bonnets 
were  worn  by  the  ladies,  and  instead  thereof  the  well-known 
and  graceful  mantilla  received  great  favor.  The  conspirator 
style  of  cloak,  seen  to  perfection  in  the  opera-honffe  "La 
Fille  de  Madame  Angot,"  was  also  out  in  force.  Of  course, 
all  the  gentlemen  smoked.  I  strolled  about  t?ie  square, 
greatly  relishing  the  scenes  and  sounds  of  life  and  gayety. 
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tlic  SoLthera  Cross  baniiiig  brightly  above  me,  the  Grt-at 
Bear  almoi^t  sunk  helon  the  horiznn.  Tho  Grand  Plaza  has 
the  conventional  fountain  and  garden,  and  is  jiaved  with 
small  round  etones  in  ornamental  patterne  of  black  and  white. 
The  fountain  is  snrmonnted  with  a  stone  Neptune,  with  his 
trident,  and  six  stone  seals  BpoBt  fresh  water  on  him  from 
the  corners.  On  the  eaatcm  side  of  the  plaza  is  the  Hall  of 
Deputies,  a  not  imposing  building,  but  with  a  lofty  tower 
having  a  four-faced  clock.  Nest  this  is  an  arcade,  witli 
stores  below  and  residences  above.  The  northern  and  west- 
em  sides  are  lined  ivith  stores  and  e<tfi«,  while  the  southern 
side  shows  the  fine,  three-storied  balconied  buiidiug  of  gov- 
ernment offices,  and  the  veiy  handsome  facade  of  what  was 
to  have  been  tlio  cathedral,  bnt  which,  for  want  of  money 
or  through  abundance  of  revolution,  or  both,  never  readied 
higher  than  the  first  story.  This  is  in  quite  a  Grecian  order 
of  architecture,  and  tlie  stone  cutting  and  carving  are  in  a 
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CHAPTER  XL 

LA   PAZ — THE   QUAINT. 

The  Spanish  words,  La  Paz,  signify  "peace,"  and  as 
applied  to  the  Bolivian  capital  are  a  ridiculous  misnomer; 
for  revolutions  are  quite  as  frequent  in  this  as  in  the  neigh- 
boring Republic  of  Peru.  La  Paz  is  12,226  feet  above  the 
searleveL  Potosi,  Bolivia,  is  a  thousand  feet  higher,  and  a 
town  in  Peru,  Pasco,  nearly  two  thousand  feet  higher,  and 
the  most  elevated  in  South  America.  The  highest  inhabited 
place  in  the  world  is,  I  believe,  in  Thibet,  at  an  altitude  of 
15,117  feet — almost  that  of  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  the 
loftiest  mountain  in  Europe.  La  Paz  has  a  population  of 
seventy-five  thousand.  An  extensive  view  of  the  city,  the 
valley  in  which  it  lies,  and  the  hills  and  mountains  by  which 
it  is  surrounded,  may  be  had  from  a  bluff  a  short  distance  to 
the  eastward.  The  morning  was  bright  and  cool,  and  the 
air  deliciously  fresh  and  limpid,  as  I  walked  through  streets 
lined  with  the  dull  walls  of  mud  huts  to  the  extremity  of 
habitation,  whence  a  stiff  climb  of  fifteen  minutes  took  me 
to  the  top  of  the  gravelly  bluff,  a  sort  of  spur  jutting  out 
into  the  valley  and  commanding  a  clear  prospect  in  every 
direction.  This  valley  I  have  already  described  in  general 
terms,  but  now  I  saw,  opening  into  it  on  the  south,  another 
valley  of  very  different  appearance,  for  it  was  irrigated  and 
carefully  cultivated.  At  the  time  of  the  founding  of  La 
Paz  it  was  at  first  intended  to  lay  it  out  in  tins  altogether 
superior  situation,  but  some  pope  or  other,  being  appealed  to, 
and  knowing  nothing  concerning  the  topography  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Bolivia,  decided  upon  the  present  strange  site.     This 
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is  verv  unfortunate,  for  there  is  "careely  an  ontirelv  level 
block  in  it,  iinr  are  the  streets  ia  geiK^nil  laid  uut  at  right 
angles.  Ver_^  inanv  houses  are  three  stone*  in  hoigbt  at  one 
end,  and  two,  or  even  one,  at  the  other.  The  cit^  is  inter- 
jected by  a  small  river — though  with  a  big  name,  Kio 
ftrande — and  by  many  small  br(M>ka,  all  crossed  by  stone 
bridges.  In  the  walls  protecting  the  Mdes  of  the  hndges 
ire  small  openings,  through  which  garbage  and  refuiiie  are 
tbrowTi.  The  general  sewerage  of  the  city  was  formerly  in 
apen  drains  in  the  center  of  the  streets,  but  these  have  flince 
lieen  sunk  below  the  surface.  From  the  height  to  which  I 
lind  climbed  there  is  a  very  good  view  not  only  of  niimani, 
t>iit  also  of  the  rugged  sub-bills  whoi^e  peculiar  form  and 
rich  coloring  woulJ  be  the  delight  of  an  artist.  In  tlic  rainy 
ieason  such  torrents  fall  as  to  deeply  bare  inid  furrow  their 
lidos,  and  thus  di^lose  various  ores  whose  tints  differ  woii- 
lerfuUy  with  the  shifting  lights  and  shadows  of  the  changing. 
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their  houses.  Fires  necessary  for  cooking  are  built  against 
a  wall  quite  out-of-doors,  except  for  a  flimsy  sort  of  roof. 
Wood  is  so  scarce  and  expensive  in  such  a  treeless  region, 
that  llama-dung  is  everywhere  used  for  fuel.  This  naturally 
gives  out  an  offensive  and  penetrating  odor  in  burning,  and 
the  neighborhood  of  the  kitchen  is  always  to  be  avoided  by 
the  stranger  in  search  of  lodgings. 

The  Alameda  lies  at  the  extreme  southeastern  end  of  the 
city.  Here  are  four  parallel  rows  of  trees,  plants,  and  flow- 
ers, all  apparently  longing  for  water  and  a  more  congenial 
soiL  Among  the  trees  I  noticed  willows  and  eucalypti,  the 
peach  and  the  apple.  A  great  variety  of  common  English 
flowers  spread  their  bloom.  There  are  three  lanes  for  prom- 
enaders  and  two  for  equestrians.  At  intervals  along  the  cen- 
ter are  small  railed  plots  with  stone  colunms  as  bases,  for  the 
statues  of  famous .  natives,  though  none  are  at  present  occu- 
pied, a  satire  which  Bolivians  should  feel  privileged  to  resent. 
But,  if  the  pedestals  were  full,  a  change  of  statues  might  pos- 
sibly ensue.  In  fact,  it  would  be  a  good  plan  generally, 
tliroughout  South  America,  to  erect  all  statues  with  the  heads 
merely  screwed  on,  so  that  they  might  be  quickly  and  easily 
changed  with  changing  dictators.  In  one  place  is  a  huge 
monolith  of  a  hard,  dark  stone  not  found  anywhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  La  Paz.  It  is  about  three  feet  square,  and 
is  fashioned  as  the  head  of  an  old  Inca,  with  a  head-dress  of 
feathers  ornamented  with  figures  of  monsters.  It  reminded 
me  at  once  of  the  statues  I  had  seen  in  the  interior  of  Yuca- 
tan. In  the  center  of  the  middle  path  is  a  really  splendid 
fountain  of  transparent  yellow  alabaster,  which  was  presented 
to  the  city  some  years  ago  by  a  wealthy  citizen.  At  the 
extreme  end  of  the  Alameda  is  a  great  summer-house,  the 
walls  of  which  are  painted  with  landscapes  vividly  recalling 
the  gardens  of  Versailles. 

The  streets  of  La  Paz,  although  not  crowded,  are  always 
bustling  with  people.  The  Grand  Plaza  is  the  general  meet- 
ing-ground for  the  upper  classes.  Here  they  promenade  up 
and  down,  or  stand  talking  in  groups  at  the  corners.     Oflicers 


2  AROUXD  AND  ABOCT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

ressed  in  brilliant  uniforms — imorraous  gilt  cpatilete  and 
;Fon],  a  blue  coat,  and  ruA  IrouEure  with  &  stripe  of  gold-lace 
iro  iiiehes  iu  width — frequently  jmfis.  One  iiriagincx,  from 
leir  very  gaudj  appearance,  that  none  can  be  below  the 
ink  of  major-genera! .  As  a  striking  contrast,  in  tl>e  narrow 
reels  one  often  mccta  troop«  of  laden  llamas  or  donkeys, 
riven  by  muleteers  wearing  rnulli-colored  jHmchoB  and 
empen  sandaU.  Ent,  pcrhaje,  for  a  general  view  of  all 
lassee  of  the  populace,  there  is  no  Itetter  place  to  rieit  tlian 
le  market.  That  of  La  Paz  oconpies  an  entire  si|uare.  Tho 
uilding  is  eiiiiply  a  series  of  roofed  galleries,  open  at  tho 
dee,  and  running  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  The  etalls 
re  rented  by  the  montli,  and  all  aroand  the  market,  eittiug 
ith  their  goods  displayed  before  them  ou  the  street,  are 
loee  venders,  M'ho  pay  merely  nominal  snme  for  thus  carry- 
ig  on  their  buEiness.  Nearly  all  the  people  employed  in 
le  market  are  women,     A  few  men  are  encajred  in  the  task 
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men  in  their  cabalistic  practice.  Some  of  these  shrewd,  nn-  v 
scmpulous  fellows  obtain  a  great  notoriety,  and  travel  from 
end  to  end  of  the  country.  There  were  also  to  be  seen 
immense  piles  of  dry-goods,  nearly  all  of  bright  colors,  the 
products  of  native  looms,  and  rolls  of  a  coarse  strong  sort  of 
cloth  worn  by  the  poorer  classes.  In  addition,  women  mer- 
chants dealt  in  skins  of  all  kinds,  the  beatiful  soft  vicuna 
skins  always  especially  attracting  my  attention.  Stalls 
teemed  with  a  variety  of  beautiful  flowers,  huge  bunches  of 
them  at  merely  nominal  prices.  Women  selling  flowers  may 
also  be  frequently  seen  at  odd  comers  of  the  city.  The  for- 
eigners contract  with  them  for  so  many  bouquets  per  week, 
and  thus  you  see  parlor-tables  always  adorned  with  a  luxu- 
rious profusion,  prominent  among  them  being  that  beautiful 
flower  called  the  "  Inca's  favorite,"  a  sort  of  crimson  bell- 
shaped  blossom,  similar  to  our  morning-glory,  though  more 
slender.  Sunday  is  the  especially  great  market-day,  and  then 
the  variety  and  quantity  of  produce  and  goods  are  about 
doubled.  The  living  at  the  best  hotels  in  La  Paz  is  good 
and  cheap.  The  cooking  inclines  to  the  French  style.  The 
lodging-rooms  are  perhaps  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  but 
the  board  is  very  satisfactory.  The  equivalent  in  United 
States  money  of  the  Bolivian  currency  which  I  had  to  pay 
was  only  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  per  day.  A  good  club 
graces  the  capital,  with  all  customary  conveniences  such  as 
parlors,  billiard,  card,  wine,  and  dining  rooms,  where  most  of 
the  foreigners  board,  though  lodging  elsewhere. 

While  in  La  Paz  I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Seflor  Manuel  Vicente  Ballivian,  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished 
families  of  Bolivia.  Two  presidents  and  a  field-marshal  have 
already  been  chosen  from  this  family,  while  the  father  of  my 
friend  was  the  author  of  a  verv  valuable  collection  of  doeu- 
ments,  entitled  "  Bolivian  Archives,"  and  a  brother  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Bank.  A  handsome  street  in  the  center 
of  the  city  is  styled  the  "  Calle  de  Ballivian."  On  visiting 
Sefior  Ballivian's  house,  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find 
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a  Ills  fine  library  a  catalogue,  priuted  in  Chili,  of  tbirty-fivo 
uiidrcd  titles  of  books  anil  piiitipbliite  in  all  lau^iiagcis  ux- 
lusively  devoted  to  liolim.  I  liad  hardly  eiipitoi^cd  there 
rere  bo  many  upon  all  8ontb  America.  And  Bolivia  is  a 
oimtrj'  of  which  great  pnrta  are  etill  imperfectly  known,  and 
f  much  of  which  accurate  survoye  have  never  l)ecn  made. 

Sefior  Ballivian  kindly  accoptpaiiicd  mo  oao  evening  to 
bu  theatre,  an  iini!iipo»itig  Htruetiirv,  both  inside  and  out, 
bough  conifortable,  and  perba|>K  well  cnnngh  aiiupted  to  tbo 
eeds  of  a  city  where,  sinj^uUrly  enougli,  the  drama  l*  not 
ery  popular.  Location  is  selected  from  a  large  board  dia- 
Tain,  which  IB  hung  conepicuouely  in  the  tirkef-ofBco.  Yon 
beerve  and  mention  the  number  of  the  eeat  desired,  and  a 
irogramnie,  rolle<l  in  the  form  of  a  pin,  is  removed  from  this 
ntn])er  in  the  diagram  and  handed  to  you.  T  foimd  tho 
lioatre  contained  a  parqaette  and  three  tiers  of  small  boxes, 
'he  orchestra  numbered  but  eiifht.  the  leader  additta  the  oe- 
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two  lower  tiers  of  boxes  contained  many  ladies  in  gay 
dresses,  without  bats,  bare-armed,  but  not  bare-necked.  The 
gentlemen  accompanying  them  were  not  in  evening  dress, 
but  in  long  frock-coats  and  black  kid  gloves.  The  upper  tier 
of  boxes  corresponded  to  our  gallery,  and  was  packed  with  a 
similar  element,  with  their  hats  on.  The  scale  of  prices  was : 
Boxes  on  the  first  tier,  seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ; 
those  on  the  second  tier,  four  dollars  and  a  half ;  the  orches- 
tra stalls,  one  dollar ;  general  admission,  sixty-five  cents ;  and 
*' paradise,"  thirty  cents.  The  opera  company  came  origi- 
nally from  Chili,  and  had  been  in  La  Paz  two  years.  During 
nearly  half  the  year,  from  two  to  four  performances  a  week 
are  given.  The  matinee  is  as  yet  an  unknown  institution. 
I  might  say,  in  brief,  of  the  performance  which  I  witnessed, 
that  there  was  but  one  good  artist  in  the  entire  company,  and 
that  was  the  prima  donna,  who  was  very  droll,  and  with  her 
grimaces,  ogling,  and  sprightliness,  constantly  recalled  the 
delightful  Aimee  of  many  melodious  nights  in  Paris  and 
New  York.  The  opera  did  not  conclude  until  one  in  the 
morning.  Between  the  acts  there  was,  as  with  us,  some 
visiting  in  the  boxes,  but  most  of  the  gentlemen  retired  to 
the  wine-room  to  drink  small  glasses  of  strong  spirits  and 
smoke  mild  cigarettes. 

La  Paz  is  well  supplied  with  newspapers,  there  being 
eight  sold  in  the  capital,  though  not  one  of  these  is  a  daily. 
One  of  them,  however,  appears  five  days  in  the  week,  or 
every  day  excepting  Sunday  and  Monday.  The  others  leave 
the  press  spasmodically — once,  twice,  or  three  times  a  week, 
or  even  bimonthly.  Nor  is  there  any  regular  hour  of  the 
day  for  publication,  even  with  the  ones  which  I  have  par- 
ticularized. These  newspapers  are  all  organs  of  some  party 
or  other,  as  the  Conservative,  the  Liberal,  the  Church,  or  the 
Masonic.  They  are  printed  with  fine,  clear  type,  on  good 
paper,  and  are  in  every  respect  like  the  average  French  jour- 
nal, containing  brief  telegrams  from  all  over  the  world,  pomp- 
ous editorials,  local  gossip,  and  ^fexiUleton^  or  serial  novelette, 
served  in  brief  installments.    Supplements,  of  a  single  narrow 
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•oinmn,  are  occasionally  aunexed.  The  price  of  lliesc  dhvfs- 
wpors  is  very  Jiigli,  a  t'lngle  copy  Bonierimea  costing  twenty 
«nt8.  One  generally  snbecribes  for  them  by  ^e  year.  There 
6  no  sale  in  the  streets  by  boys,  nor  can  yon  find  the  papers 
it  the  book-stores  or  stutionere.  You  ni««t  go  or  wnd  direct 
o  the  printing-office.  From  here  they  are  delivered  to  regu- 
ar  8ulteoriI»ers  by  carriers ;  yon  never  receive  them  through 
lie  post-office. 

There  is  only  one  chartered  bank  in  Bolivia — the  Banco 
!f^acional,  or  National  Bank,  with  branches  in  the  cities  of 
!3ochabamba  and  Potod.  The  banking-bouso  in  La  Paz  ie  a 
ine  structure,  of  cut  brown-stoue  below  and  brick  and  stuwo 
ibove,  eitnatod  on  a  comer  near  the  Grand  Plaza.  The 
lotes  of  the  National  Bank,  at  the  time  of  my  vii^it,  were 
ivorth  bnt  sixty-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  a&  the  country  was 
itill  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  war  with  Chili.  This 
jonk  pays  four  per  cent  on  deposits  of  over  six  months' 
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principal  export  of  Bolivia  is  silver,  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment collects  a  revenue  of  ten  cents  per  ounce.  The  present 
product  of  the  silver-miues  of  the  country  is  twenty  million 
ounces^  The  famous  mines  of  Potosi,  after  being  worked  for 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  are  still  fertile.  The  Huanchaca 
mines,  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  Potosi,  are  now  the 
most  productive,  and  recent  discoveries  there  show  enormous 
riches. 
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CHAPTER  Xll. 

VOVAGISO   TO   VALriHAISO. 

1  DRnvK  otie  morning  down  tbe  valley,  about  three  miles, 
3  a  stuiiU  village  which  is  a  sort  of  suromer  resort  for  the 
citizens  of  La  Paz.  The  road  was  very  eteep  and  rough. 
There  were  but  two  or  three  carriagep  in  the  capital,  and  my 
iliicle  seemed  to  frigbteii  all  tbc  animals  I  jiassed.  One 
«;ared  mule  was  knocked  down  and  run  over,  At  times  the 
>assed  l>;;twfen  Ion"  lines  of  ni^e-hushes,  strawhcrrv- 
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dential  chair.  Above  each  statue  is  a  curious  little  iron  roof, 
placed  as  a  protection  against  the  weather.  The  road  extends 
but  a  short  distance  beyond  this  park,  being  succeeded  by 
that  national  highway  of  Bolivia,  and  all  the  other  countries 
of  South  America,  the  mule-trail. 

It  was  on  the  third  day  of  the  Indian  carnival  that  I 
visited  a  plaza  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  where  was  an 
inn  in  which  the  headquarters  of  the  fiesta  were  temporarily 
located.  The  upper  corridor  of  the  inn  was  crowded  with 
people  looking  at  the  extraordinary  antics  of  others  in  the 
court-yard  below.  These  were  dressed  in  very  gay  colors, 
and  many  of  them  were  in  grotesque  costumes,  with  masks 
representing  the  heads  of  animals.  Some  wore  enormous 
circular  head-dresses  of  ostrich-feathers,  others  had  their  faces 
painted  like  those  of  circus  clowns.  No  matter  how  much 
civilized  finery  the  women  had  on,  their  feet  were  pretty 
sure  in  every  instance  to  be  bare,  while  those  of  the  men 
were  shod  with  thin  leather  sandals.  There  was  much  music 
of  drums,  guitars,  and  bamboo  flutes.  There  was  also  much 
dancing  and  guttural  singing,  a  crowd  always  forming  around 
especially  able  performers.  The  native  music  was  plaintive 
and  wild;  the  dances  consisted  mostly  of  posturing,  varied 
by  brief  but  lively  jigs.  But  all,  men  and  women  alike,  were 
more  under  the  influence  of  liquor  than  of  enthusiasm.  Fre- 
quently they  were  so  intoxicated  that  their  friends  had  to 
carry  them,  and  occasionally,  in  a  secluded  comer,  was  a  man 
stretched  out  "  dead  "  drunk.  Such  cases,  however,  attracted 
no  attention  from  the  others,  who  conducted  themselves  in 
the  most  whupsical  manner.  Many  dninken  women  spun 
round  and  roxmd,  and  waved  their  hands  above  their  heads, 
their  heavy  skirts  standing  out  like  those  of  the  whirling 
dervishes  of  Cairo.  In  the  plaza  were  scores  of  women 
selling  fruits  and  native  drinks.  The  liquors  were  contained 
in  large  pitchers  (with  rows  of  huge  tumblers  before  them), 
filled  with  a  native  brewed  beer,  made  of  pineapple-rinds 
and  molasses.  Here  also  were  many  gambling-tables,  where 
counters  were  placed  upon  certain  pictures  or  numbers,  and 
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ioe  shaken  in  btige  tio  cans  told  tlie  good  or  bnd  hick  of 
be  plaj'ers,  as  wi-ll  as  the  aniounte  loAt  or  won.  All  of  tbe 
ibles  were  surrounded  by  crowds  of  eager  ganililcrs  and 
pectators.  All  wa*  fun  and  gayetj.  These  Indiuiis  ncvor 
ght  when  in  their  cups,  ob  do  the  members  of  most  natiun- 
litiee.  Women  could  be  Fcen  dancing  by  themsclvcfi,  others 
talking  Land  in  hand,  or  atlectionatuly  einbraring  each  otlier, 
nt  all  moet  bltssfuDy  drank.  The  mu»ician«  and  dancers 
rould  fonn  in  procession  and  niarch  al>ont  the  square,  Iiall- 
ig  frequently  for  one  of  their  extraordinary  dances,  and 
ben  march  on  again.  The  tlirongs  of  natives  moving  in 
?ery  direction,  with  garments  of  every  bright  liim,  backed 
y  the  brown  or  white  of  the  mud  honees,  made  a  very  jtlct- 
reeque  scene. 

Another  day  I  witnessed  one  of  the  closing  acis  of  the 
ieata.  It  was  near  the  gate  of  the  Alameda,  and  the  Jni- 
uUif  peraoncB  were  drunken  men,  the  andience  cooeiisting 
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to  me,  however,  a  distressing  sight.  These  poor  people 
elicited  ray  greatest  sympathy  aod  interest,  the  more  so  since 
the  general  sentiment  of  the  La  Paz  citizen  seems  to  be  that 
Indians  are  not  capable  of  any  cultivation,  and,  even  if  they 
were,  are  hardly  worth  the  trouble.  There  are  said  to  be 
half  a  million  Aymaras  in  Bolivia  and  southern  Peru.  They 
are  a  pastoral  people,  almost  entirely  vegetarian  in  diet,  and 
though  generally  grave  and  impassive,  are  never  sullen  or 
ill-natured,  while,  as  we  have  seen,  when  warmed  with  beer 
or  spirits,  on  the  occasion  of  the  church  festivals,  they  are 
exceedingly  animated,  not  to  say  hilarious. 

At  the  hotel  in  La  Paz  I  was  glad  to  make  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  well-known  naturalist.  Dr.  H.  H.  Rusby,  of  New 
York,  who  was  at  the  time  journeying  along  the  Pacific  coast 
with  the  special  object  of  investigating  its  medical  botany. 
He  afterward  daringly  made  his  way  across  the  continent  to 
Pari,  crossing  the  Andes  by  mule,  floating  on  rafts,  down  the 
Beni  and  Madeira  Rivers,  to  the  mighty  Amazon,  undergoing 
terrible  privations  and  hardships,  but  forming  great  collections 
in  both  the  flora  and  fauna  of  Bolivia  and  Brazil,  and  making 
some  very  valuable  additions  to  the  American  pharmacopoeia. 

I  was  one  week  in  accomplishing  the  return  journey  from 
La  Paz  to  Mollendo,  and  fortunately  arrived  just  in  time  to 
take  a  steamer  for  Valparaiso,  next  to  San  Francisco  the  lead- 
ing port  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  America.  Before  going  on 
board  I  wa^  obliged  to  obtain  another  passix)rt — price  one  dol- 
lar— this  being  the  fifth  I  had  had  to  secure  in  Peru.  My 
steamer  was  the  Maipo,  of  the  South  American  Steamship 
Company,  or  the  Chilian  line,  as  it  is  familiarly  called  here, 
in  contradistinction  from  the  English  line,  or  the  Pacific 
Steam  Navigation  Company.  The  Maipo  I  found  to  be 
a  splendidly  appointed  vessel  in  every  particular.  The  cabins 
were  extremely  large,  and  the  saloon,  with  its  stained  glass, 
inlaid  wood-work,  and  display  of  cut-glass  and  silver,  lighted 
above  by  a  great  octagonal  sky-light,  was  as  fine  an  apartment 
as  I  have  ever  seen  on  any  steamer.  The  captain  and  oflicers 
were  mostly  Europeans. 


ASOrSD  AM)  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

r  first  stop  wae  at  Arica,  formerly  belonging  to  Pern, 
lut  taken  from  Iilt  by  Chili  in  tlie  late  war.  It  was  once 
n  town  of  some  importance,  but  ia  now  an  uninteresting 
il'ioe,  of  a  few  thuiisaud  inhabitants.  The  roadstead  is 
lauked  on  the  south  by  a  giant  bluff,  on  whose  Riinmit  ap- 
lear  several  great  cannon.  Away  to  the  north,  liigh  on  the 
leach,  may  l>o  seen  the  remains  of  the  iU-fated  United  States 
Iteainship  Wateree,  which  was  torn  {in  1868)  from  its 
9  by  a  great  tidal  wave  and  borne  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
lito  the  interior.  About  all  that  is  now  left  of  her  is  some 
machinery.  Xcar  the  landing-place  of  Arica  a  train  of  cars 
a  just  startiug  for  the  town  of  Tacna,  about  forty  miles 
listant  to  the  norfhward,  and  lying  in  a  very  fertile  valley. 
nposing  poiiition,  reached  by  a  massive  stone  terrace, 
ItandB  a  church  made  altogether  of  iron  and  brought  from 
lie  United  States,  There  is  also  the  customary  grand  square, 
f  itli  its  little  central  garden  struggling  for  its  life,  and  nn- 
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a  lofty  wood  and  iron  clock-tower,  through  the  open  sides  of 
which  appears  the  marble  bust  of  one  of  the  many  Chilian 
heroes.  Iquiqne  is  a  thriving  place,  being  the  shipping  port 
of  great  saltpeter-mines  in  the  interior,  with  which  a  railway 
connects.  The  city  is  clean  and  lighted  by  gas,  and,  though 
artistically  grotesque,  it  is  pleasing  by  way  of  contrast  to 
other  cities  to  the  northward.  It  has  been  several  times  de- 
stroyed by  fire  and  ravaged  by  earthquakes.  This  may  ac- 
count for  the  fact  that  it  is  made  almost  entirely  of  pine 
boards  and  galvanized  iron  plates,  and  appears  as  if  only  built 
yesterday  and  for  a  brief  period  at  that,  inasmuch  as  fires  or 
earthquakes  might  be  momentarily  expected.  I  can  not  but 
liken  it  to  San  Francisco  in  the  early  days  of  the  gold  fever 
of  which  all  have  read  descriptions.  Our  next  stopping-place 
was  Tocopilla,  where  are  several  large  copper-smelting  works, 
valuable  copper-mines  existing  in  the  interior.  We  then 
went  to  Cobija,  formerly  the  only  seaport  of  Bolivia,  but 
now  belonging  of  course  to  Chili.  Having  passed  the  Tropic 
of  Capricorn,  we  stopped  at  Autofagasta.  Here  I  found 
extensive  silver  and  copper  smelting  works  and  a  large  niter- 
factory.  We  took  from  here,  as  freight,  a  great  quantity  of 
large  silver  bars.  Early  the  following  morning  we  anchored 
in  the  tine  roadstead  of  Caldera,  a  small  to\ni  with  a  few 
smelting- works.  A  railway  runs  inland,  about  fifty  miles,  to 
the  town  of  Copiapo.  This  railway  dates  from  the  year 
1850,  and  was  the  first  constructed  in  South  America. 
Twenty-four  hours  from  Caldera  we  reached  Coquimbo  and 
saw  the  first  signs  of  vegetation,  the  first  green  hills  on  the 
coast,  since  leaving  Guayaquil. 

After  a  voyage  of  a  week,  including  the  above  frequent 
though  brief  halts,  early  one  morning  Valparaiso  was  sighted, 
and  as  the  steamer  drew  in  toward  the  roadstead,  or  semicir- 
cular harbor,  I  was  strongly  reminded  of  the  appearance  of 
the  "  Golden  Gate  "  of  San  Francisco,  save  that  in  California 
the  hills  are  brown  and  barren,  while  here  they  are  covered 
with  grass  and  various  grains.  The  bright,  living  green  was 
a  very  welcome  sight  after  so  much  desolation  and  death  as 
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II  tlie  northward  coast  presenta.  The  aspect  of  Valparaiso 
rom  the  sea  is  very  remarkable.  One  ivould  think  a  more 
jconvenitnt  site  was  nowhere  to  be  found  Rome  vms  built, 
a  the  historians  tell  us,  Qpou  sown  hills,  but  Valparaiso  is 
uilt  upoD  t\reTity,  aud  so  st^^'p  uru  mu«t  of  tlieiii  thiit  etair- 
ases  are  ueceeeary  to  get  from  one  part  to  anotiicr,  and  in 
ne  instance  even  a  vertical  railway  has  to  be  employed, 
'he  harbor  of  Valparaiso  is  of  a  horseshoe  shape,  open  to 
he  north,  bnt  well  protected  on  the  southwest.  It  is  unfor- 
iinate  that  it  should  be  so  exposed  on  the  north,  for  occa- 
ionalty  northerly  gjiles  are  so  heavy  that  the  vessels  have  to 
lip  their  cables  and  put  out  to  s^a.  The  entire  harlMW  ia 
lied  with  Bail  and  etooui  craft  of  every  dcscriptiou  as  wo 
nter  and  anclior  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  water.  We 
ad  just  passed,  on  the  southern  headland,  two  small  open 
atterics,  and  conid  see  another  on  the  northerly  point, 
ien  to  the  eastward,  and  near  the  level  of  the  water,  there 
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rane — the  EngUshmah  who  commanded  the  fleet  of  Chili 
from  1818  to  1822 — with  the  post-oflSce  and  the  fire-engine 
house  to  the  left,  and  the  Municipal  Palace  before  me, 
and  turned  down  a  street  to  the  right  to  the  "  Gran  Hotel 
Central,"  with  its  long  flight  of  marble  steps,  I  was  struck 
by  the  very  civilized  look  of  the  famous  Chilian  seaport. 
Indeed,  it  quite  resembled  a  small  French  or  Oerman  city. 
The  people  who  were  rushing  about  in  the  eagerness  of  busi- 
ness activity  did  not  seem  to  be  Chilians,  but  Germans, 
French,  English,  Americans.  And  when  I  came  to  enter 
some  of  the  great  foreign  mercantile  houses,  extending  from 
street  to  street,  and  fitted  with  perfect  modem  appointments ; 
and  when,  at  night,  I  walked  through  the  long  streets  where 
most  of  the  retail  business  is  done,  with  brilliantly  lighted 
shops  filled  with  a  variety  of  goods  from  every  country — I 
ooidd  hardly  believe  myself  in  the  southern  hemisphere.  It 
was  only  the  eight  of  an  occasional  mantilla,  or  a  peculiar 
cut  of  the  beard,  or  perhaps  a  solitary  poncho-clad  figure 
urging  his  horse  swiftly  along,  that  dispelled  my  illusion. 
In  the  dining-room  of  the  hotel  the  electric  light  was  used, 
as  well  as  in  very  many  of  the  stores.  In  the  streets  is  a 
"Belgian"  pavement,  and  the  sidewalks  are  smoothly  and 
neatly  fiagged.  The  architecture  of  some  of  the  buildings  is 
very  fine,  and  there  are  several  rich  and  elegant  churches. 
The  principal  streets  are  threaded  by  tramways.  The  trams, 
or  cars,  are  of  two  stories,  as  in  Paris  and  some  other  Euro- 
pean cities.  But  a  Valparaiso  conductor  is  not  paralleled  in 
any  other  city  anywhere — for  it  is  a  woman.  She  is  provided 
with  a  board-seat  upon  the  rear  platform,  and  performs,  and 
very  well,  too,  all  the  customary  functions  of  the  male  con- 
ductor, save  that  of  the  caution  to  "  move  up,  please,"  for 
here  no  more  passengers  are  admitted  than  there  are  seats 
for.  These  female  conductors  wear  a  uniform  blue  dress 
with  a  white  ap^n  and  a  man's  felt  hat,  and  carry  a  leather 
change-bag.  The  fare  is  five  cents  for  inside  and  two  cents 
and  a  half  for  outside  passengers. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Chili  a  small  steamer  sailed 
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For  the  fanioiie  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  or  Robinson  Cra- 
loe'fl  tland,  wliicb  iieloDga  to  that  coaiitry,  and  ia  situated 
«  the  Pacific  Ocean  about  four  hundred  miles  nearly  due 
jest  from  Valparaiso.  It  hna  »  few  Chilian  iDhubituiit»i.  and 
t  the  seat  of  a  sTinill  German  colony.  The  newspapers  of 
ha  city  announced,  witli  many  flourislies,  that  a  pleoi^nTe 
3XCUision  was  about  to  be  made  to  Juan  Ii'emandez,  and  that 
\  would  last  six  days,  half  of  which  time  would  be  npcnt  ^ 
ipon  the  island.  The  fare  was  pla(;ed  at  sixty  dollani  for 
irst-class  and  tliirty  dollara  for  eecond-class  pnseengcrs.  The 
rarious  attractions  promised  were  the  sliooting  of  seals,  firfi- 
Bg  for  cod,  driving  and  shooting  goat*,  Inlister-tishing,  wid 
jiflt,  and  evidently  least,  visite  to  all  the  places  of  interest  on 
lie  island.  These  included  Kohiiison  Crusoe's  lookout,'  ' 
ihree  thousand  feet  above  the  ocean,  with  a  commemorative 
iroDZC  tablet  set  in  the  side  of  the  hill  by  tlie  offlt-ers  of  the 
iJliaileiiger  Expedition  ;  Crusoe's  cave ;  and  lhe  beach  where 
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THE  CAPITAL   OF  CHILI. 

One  of  the  oldest  railways  in  South  America  takes  you 
in  five  hoars  from  the  great  seapoii;  of  Chili  to  Santiago,  its 
capital.  The  road  is  owned  by  the  Government,  but  was 
bnilt  by  English  contractors,  as  one  might  know  by  the  odd- 
shaped  locomotives  and  the  little  four-wheeled  carriages. 
For  more  than  half  its  distance  the  road  extends  in  a  north- 
easterly direction,  and  then  turns  abruptly  and  runs  almost 
directly  south  to  the  city  of  Santiago.  There  are  only  two 
towns  of  any  special  size  or  importance  on  the  entire  road — 
Quillota  and  Santa  Felipe.  On  leaving  the  station  we  skirt 
the  bay  for  several  miles,  until  we  reach  a  little  town  called 
Vino  del  Mar,  where  dwell  many  of  the  rich  merchants  of 
the  seaport  city.  Here  are  graceful  little  cottages  imbedded 
in  beautiful  gardens  of  fruits  and  flowers,  a  large  hotel,  and 
pleasant  walks  and  drives.  Near  by  is  an  enormous  sugar- 
factory.  Going  on,  the  country  for  many  miles  is  undulating, 
the  hills  on  both  sides  being  covered  with  scrub,  and  the  val- 
leys filled  with  barley  and  clover  fields,  orchards,  and  vine- 
yards. The  land  is  generally  owned  in  immense  estates,  and 
irrigation  has  to  be  employed  in  nearly  all  districts  along  the 
coast.  In  the  interior  the  climate  is  more  equable,  and  the 
soil  is  remarkably  fertile  and  especially  well  adapted  to 
European  produce.  There  is  a  large  wheat  crop,  notwith- 
standing a  generally  rude  method  of  cultivation.  The  Chilian 
fanner  plows  with  a  sharp-pointed  piece  of  wood,  sometimes 
shod  with  iron,  and  knows  no  harrow  but  a  bundle  of  brush. 
Reaping  is  done  by  hand,  and  thrashing  by  the  old-fashioned 
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wiy  of  driving  horses  ovor  the  grain.  At  tLe  time  of  my 
visit  the  barley  and  pt^tarcs  preseoted  the  most  h^mtiful 
emerald  tints  I  have  ever  eeeu,  while  the  orchards  were  filled 
with  red,  pink,  wiiite,  and  greenish-wliite  bloBsoiuii,  that  re- 
Bcmbled  flower-gardens  on  an  enormous  scale.  The  engineer- 
ing problems  of  the  road  did  not  appear  to  be  very  great,  at 
least  not  as  compared  with  those  so  frequently  encountered 
in  Peril.  There  were  no  exeeasively  eteep  grades — though 
the  rise  from  the  sea  to  Santiago  ia  abont  eighteen  hundrtrd 
feet — and  but  a  few  short  tunnels.  Just  before  we  reached 
the  greatest  ascent  we  passed  an  enormous  and  perfectly  level 
plain,  which,  with  the  surronnding  hills,  made  a  fine  scene. 
Then  came  a  region  of  rough,  brown  rocks,  interesting  but 
hardly  grand,  and  afterward  another  plain,  and  then,  on  all 
sides,  carefully  cultivated  fields  stretched  away  to  Santiago, 
where  we  soon  drew  up  in  a  handsome  iron  station,  a  hnn- 
drp.l  mid  fiflp^n  n>ilea  from  Vnlmraiso.    A  lono-drivp  throiip-h 
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ments  and  embellifihments  were  effected  by  the  late  Benjamin 
Yicufia  Mackenna,  the  eminent  Chilian  author,  editor,  oratdr, 
and  Btatesman,  who  was  Governor  of  Santiago  for  many 
years,  and  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  presidency  in  1876, 
thotigh  he  failed  of  election.  The  staircases  leading  to  the 
highest' point  are  necessarily  very  narrow  and  steep,  and  it 
really  leqnires  a  strong  head  and  a  steady  foot  for  the  ascent. 
But,  lukving  clambered  up,  one  is  amply  repaid  by  the  mag- 
nificent prospect.  Directly  at  your  feet  lies  the  city  of  San- 
tiago, on  an  almost  perfectly  level  plain,  its  houses  of  pink, 
white,  green,  and  yellow,  picturesquely  contrasting  with  each 
other,  and  the  monotony  of  their  tiled  roofs  artistically  broken 
by  church  s]»res,  towers,  and  lofty  public  buildings.  Through 
the  northern  part  of  the  city  flows  a  small  stream,  called  the 
Mapocho,  which  is  crossed  by  five  bridges,  one  of  them 
flanked  with  little  shops  like  the  famous  Ponte  Vecchio  at 
Florence.  The  city  itself  is  regularly  laid  out,  and  covers  a 
very  large  area  for  its  population  of  a  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand ;  but  one  should  remember  that,  owing  to  the  preva- 
lence of  earthquakes,  its  houses  are  built  mostly  no  higher 
than  two  stories.  The  streets  are  comparatively  broad  and 
covered  with  the  "  Belgian"  payement.  The  city  is  gener- 
ally lighted  by  gas,  though  the  electric  light  is  also  used, 
especially  in  the  best  class  of  stores.  Santiago  seems,  from 
the  top  of  the  Cerro  de  Santa  Lucia,  to  be  completely  sur- 
rounded by  lofty  mountains.  The  range  to  the  north  and 
east  is  thickly  cased  with  snow. 

The  Great  Square  of  Santiago,  or  Plaza  Tndependencia,  as 
a3  it  is  called,  is  quite  imposing,  though  its  general  arrange- 
ment is  not  unlike  those  of  other  large  South  American  cities. 
In  the  center  is  a  handsome  old  marble  fountain,  which  is 
encircled  by  a  large  garden  filled  with  flowers,  statues,  mar- 
ble settees,  and  neat  gravel  walks.  On  one  side  of  the  square 
are  the  buildings  of  the  municipality ;  on  another,  a  large 
edifice  with  pleasing  architectural  features,  arranged  below 
with  shops  faced  by  an  arched  pathway,  and  occupied  above 
by  dwelling-rooms.     Another  side  is  monopolized   by  an 
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eDornioue  tbree-story  building,  ciiUcd   tlie  Grand    English  ] 
Hutel,  and  by  two  great  arcadea  eroseing  each  other  at  riglit  I 
aDgles,  and  extending  from  street  to  street.     These  srcadw  | 
are  of  white  stticco,  with  semicircular  roofs  of  glass  and  iron. 
Thej  contain  many  fine  shops,  those  deTOted  to  jewelry  and 
brie-d-brac  seeming  to  predominate.     The  remaining  side  of  | 
the  grand  plaza  is  nearly  all  tilled  by  the  cathedral,  a  biiga 
building  of  brick  and  stone,  with  a  single  rough-brick  tower, 
the  whole  being  quite  uncouth  and  nntiuislied  on  the  outside. 
Inside,  however,  the  edidce  is  one  of  the  very  finest  of  ita  j 
chiss,  simply  yet  richly  fumiBhed,  and  therefore  Inckiuj^  in  j 
the  tawdriuess  that  is  often  tlie  case  with  cathedral  interiors,  J 
In  the  Great  Square  yon  find  the  principal  hackney-coaoll  ^ 
stand  ;  the  terminus  of  one  of  the  many  tramway  lines  which 
traveree  the  city  in  every  direction ;  and  a  music  pavilion, 
where  occasionally  a  military  band  performs  in  the  evening. 
From  the  center  of  the  plaza  a  splen<iid  view  may  be  ob- 
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that  the  chnrch  took  iire  from  some  of  its  altar-candles,  on 
the  occasion  of  a  crowded  evening  festival.  The  congrega- 
tion was,  as  nsnal,  mostly  composed  of  women,  who,  in  their 
frantic  efforts  to  escape,  became  blocked  against  the  closed 
doors,  which  unfortunately  were  made  to  open  inward.  No 
help  could  come  from  outside,  and,  as  the  monument  pathet- 
ically says,  "  two  thousand  victims,  more  or  less,"  miserably 
perished. 

One  afternoon  I  visited  the  Botanical  and  Zoological  Gar- 
dens and  the  National  Museum,  which  they  surround,  and 
which  is  at  present  housed  in  the  Exposition  Palace.  The 
Botanical  Gardens  are  laid  out  on  a  grand  scale,  with  a  very 
great  variety  of  plants,  tine  walks,  statues,  and  summer-houses. 
Near  a  lake  stands  the  rather  imposing  building  of  the  ex- 
position, two  stories  in  height,  with  grand  entrance  and  great 
central  hall,  the  whole  very  much  resembling  that  at  Lima. 
It  contained  a  fair  general  zoological  collection,  with  good 
mounting  of  specimens  and  explicit  labels  in  Latin  and  Span- 
ish. The  collection  of  South  American  animals  is  very  com- 
plete, and  that  of  Chilian  birds  especially  claimed  my  atten- 
tion. There  is  also  a  good  though  small  botanical  display,  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  an  herbarium — leaves  and  flowers 
dried  and  pressed  in  books,  seeds  and  grain  preserved  in  bot- 
tles, and  sawed  sections  of  trees.  In  the  great  central  hall  is 
a  very  complete  exhibit  of  school  accessories — text-books, 
colored  maps,  diagrams  of  many  subjects,  plaster  casts,  mani- 
kins, natural  history  cabinets,  and  class-room  furniture.  The 
Zoological  Garden  adjoins  the  botanical.  It  covers  a  goodly 
extent  of  ground,  and  is  capitally  arranged  for  observation 
in  long  avenues.  Here,  besides  the  animals  usually  found  in 
menageries,  the  world  over,  one  sees  a  great  variety  peculiar 
to  South  America — such  as  llamas,  alpacas,  guanacos,  and 
vicuflas.  Many  of  the  best  specimens  were  brought  from 
Lima  by  the  Chilians  after  the  late  war.  To  enter  these 
gardens  a  slight  charge  is  made  at  the  principal  gate.  On 
leaving,  I  drove  along  the  Alameda,  a  long  and  very  broad 
boulevard,  containing  four  rows  of  enormous  poplars,  a  wide 
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central  path,  etatucr;,  lines  of  tramway,  and  paved  etreets  on  J 
the  outer  sides.     Tliis  splendid  avenne  runs  nearly  the  entiro  J 
length  of  the  city,  and  that  [Kirtion  of  it  nearest  the  Grand  I 
Plaza  and  the  Cerro  de  Santa  Lncia  contains  injiny  hand- 
Bomc  privitto  residences  and  some  imposing  public  iuelita- 
tions.     In  returning  lo  the  hotel  I  was  especially  struck  with.  \ 
the  qnantity  and  variety  o£  the  foreign  element  in  8antiago^   i 
aa  endeneed  by  the  business  signs  alone — French,  German, , 
Italian,  English.     But  it  is  not  in  this  city  as  in  Yalparaiao^  I 
whire  you  seem  scarcely  to  meet  a  native  face  in  walking, | 
thrungh  the  chief  streets;  for  here  the  peculiar  Chilian  typtj 
of  featTire  and  extreme  of  Paris  fa^liion  in  dresa  are  every  j 
where  obtrusive.     A  noticeable  characteristic  of  the  streets  is  \ 
the  nniformed  policemen,  who  wear  swords,  which  it  is  said 
they  sometimes  are  not  slow  to  nee.     Perhaps  they  are  not 
more  prudent  or  lesa  hmtal  than  policemen  in  New  York. 
At  night  they  keep  np  a  great  noise  by  whistling  one  to  the 
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dressed  lady  appear  ridiculous.  The  performances  of  the 
singers,  musicians,  and  dancers  alike  left  very  much  to  be 
desired.  In  fact,  thej  would  not  bear  comparison  with  any 
respectable  European  or  North  American  standard. 

I  returned  to  Valparaiso  and  took  steamer  to  Montevideo, 
Uruguay,  via  the  Strait  of  Magellan  and  the  Falkland  Isl- 
ands. I  had  at  first  proposed  to  myself  to  go  from  Santiago 
across  the  Andes,  by  the  Uspallata  Pass,  to  Mendoza  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  and  thence  by  rail,  in  four  days,  to  the 
city  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  actual  passage  through  the 
mountains  is  from  the  village  of  Santa  Rosa,  the  terminus 
of  the  railway  from  Santiago.  From  here  the  distance  to 
Mendoza  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  in  sum- 
mer the  journey  is  only  a  pleasant  mule-ride  of  six  days; 
but  in  winter  snow-storms  are  frequent,  there  are  heavy 
rains  and  furious  gales,  and  all  travel  ceases  save  that  of  the 
native  couriers.  Even  these  are  frequently  snowed  up  for 
days  in  the  snow-huts  by  the  road-side,  and  occasionally  they 
succumb  to  the  hardships  of  the  trip  and  perish.  As  it  was 
still  the  closed  or  bad  season,  I  decided  it  was  best  for  me  to 
go  to  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres  by  sea,  and  I  afterward 
had  great  reason  to  congratulate  myself  on  the  choice.  But 
I  was  not  the  less  interested  in  learning  some  particulars  of 
the  overland  routes  from  Chili  to  the  Argentine  Republic. 
It  appears  that,  among  very  many  that  might  be  available, 
but  six  are  frequently  used.  Of  these,  the  Portillo  Pass,  the 
shortest  but  one  of  the  highest,  was  that  crossed  by  the  illus- 
trious naturalist  Darwin  in  1834.  The  Uspallata,  however, 
running  between  the  two  groat  peaks  of  Aconcagua  and 
Tupungato,  and  nearly  thirteen  thousand  feet  above  the  sea- 
level,  is  that  most  traversed  at  the  present  day.  During  the 
whole  of  summer  great  numbers  of  cattle  are  driven  over  this 
route  from  the  dreary  pampas  of  the  Argentine  to  the  fruit- 
ful valleys  of  Chili.  x\t  this  season  mules  are  employed  in 
the  trans- Andean  journey,  but  in  winter  it  is  said  to  be  best 
to  go  on  foot.  Then  shoes  of  raw  leather  are  worn,  as  ordi- 
nary boots  would  burn  the  feet.  To  keep  one  warm  at  night 
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tlie  extremely  novel  yet  highly  suceesdful  jiUn  is  adopted  ol  ' 
taking  along  three  or  four  doge  as  sleeping  partners.  These 
are  truusfonned  to  very  active  partners  hj  day,  when,  as  is 
necessary,  they  are  providetl  with  snow-shoes.  For  the 
tinman  tmveler,  in  addition  to  heavy  winter  clothing,  sheep- 
skin tronsers,  with  the  wool  inside  of  course,  are  used  as  a 
protection  against  fi-oat-bite  in  wading  tlirongh  deep  snow- 
drifts. The  guides  will  carry  a  hundred  poiinda  weight  of 
baggage,  and  yet  readily  keep  pace  with  the  unladen  traveler. 
On  the  Uspailata  route  are  good  poet-houses,  which,  in  addi-  ] 
tion  to  being  comfortable,  fiU  the  position  of  country  storea, 
nnth  large  a^isortj^ieute  of  necessaries  The  snow-houeea 
above  meutioued  are  dietribnted  at  dangeront)  points  on  the 
route.  They  are  really  houses  of  refuge  for  exhausted  or 
stormbound  travelers.  They  are  of  uniform  structure,  a 
simple  hut,  about  fifteen  feet  square,  and  the  sjime  in  height, 
with  no  window  and  but  one  small  door.    !No  chimney  being 
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finifihed  between  the  two  capitals.  It  \&  an  iron-poIe  line,  in 
connection  with  forty  miles  of  cable,  laid  nnder  the  perpetual 
snows  of  the  Andes,  and  will  insure  communication  between 
Buenos  Ayres  and  London,  via  Galveston,  in  a  little  over  an 
hour. 

In  many  respects  Chili  is  the  most  vigorous  and  power- 
ful of  the  South  American  nations.  During  the  last  ten 
years  her  revenues  and  foreign  trade  have  each  rather  more 
than  doubled.  She  has  shown  good  sense  in  cultivating 
peace,  rather  than  keeping  up  the  war  spirit,  though  she  may 
take  just  pride  in  the  prowess  of  her  arms.  With  Peru  and 
Bolivia  both  against  her,  this  enterprising  republic  succeed- 
ed in  inflicting  on  the  former  one  of  the  most  complete  disas- 
ters, both  by  land  and  sea,  recorded  in  recent  warfare.  She 
annihilated  the  really  strong  navy  of  Peru,  carried  her  vic- 
torious army  into  Lima  itself,  broke  the  Peruvian  army  into 
fragments,  until  only  a  few  fugitive  guerrillas  were  left,  and 
exacted  a  war  indemnity,  the  cession  of  territory,  and  the 
control  of  the  disputed  nitrate  and  guano  districts,  as  condi- 
tions of  peace.  Chili  must  of  necessity  ultimately  become 
an  industrial  nation,  and  the  completion  of  the  trans- Andean 
railway,  and  foreign  immigration,  will  greatly  contribute  to 
this  end. 

In  leaving  Valparaiso  I  chose  the  German  line  of  steam- 
ers which  plies  between  Callao  and  Hamburg  every  three 
weeks,  and  which  is  styled  the  Kosraos  Steamship  Naviga- 
tion Company.  My  particular  steamer  was  the  Ramses,  a 
fine  little  vessel  of  about  two  thousand  tons  burden,  and  one 
of  the  smallest  of  a  fleet  which  numbers  fourteen.  We  car- 
ried about  a  dozen  first-class  passengers,  who  nearly  filled  our 
little  table  and  all  the  cabins.  I  found  the  accommodations 
very  comfortable,  the  food  excellent,  the  servants  attentive. 
We  had  a  modem  confusion  of  tongues  on  board,  passengers 
and  oflScers  together  speaking  German,  English,  Spanish, 
French,  Italian,  and  Portuguese.  The  English  steamers  pass 
only  through  the  Strait  of  Magellan  in  going  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  but  the  German  line  passes  also  through  a  series  of 
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■ery  beautiful  fiords  upon  tbe  western  coast  of  Cbili,  styled 
□  brief  tbe  Smyth's  C'hanael  route.  lieoee  my  preference 
or  tbe  German  Btearaer, 

Near  BUDset,  as  we  steamed  rapidly  out  of  tlio  commwli- 
iQs  harbor  of  Valparaiso,  I  obtained  superb  views  of  tbe  city 
ind  the  surrounding  bills.  Grandest  of  all,  however,  tlio 
tiblime  Aconcagua  dfigned  to  onveil  itself  In  all  ile  majesty. 
i.  long  range  of  lofty,  snow-clad  monntaine  extended  from 
lortb  to  south,  and  from  abont  their  center,  as  I  took  my 
'iew,  rose  Aconcagua,  twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred 
eet  in  ])erpendieular  height  alxtve  the  level  of  the  sea.  Tlie 
ilouda  lay  lightly  upon  parts  of  tbe  range,  hut  Aconcagua 
owered  apparently  twice  aa  high  as  the  others,  (jiiite  above 
he  clouds,  BoHlarj',  pt-aked,  and  serrated.  It  bore  more  the 
ippearauce  of  the  great  Himalaya  summits  than  any  othcn 
.  had  seen  in  South  America,  and  for  sublimity  would  rival 
he  view  of  Chiraborazo  obtained  from  tlio  Giiayaquil  River. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

FIOBD  AND   FUEGIAN. 

OuB  first  stop  was  at  Lota,  about  thirty  hours  from  Val- 
paraiso. It  is  a  small  village  on  the  eastern  side  of  a  large 
indentm*e  of  the  coast,  named  Araneo  Bay,  and  is  the  seat 
of  very  extensive  and  valuable  copper  and  coal  mines.  It 
contains  two  very  large  smelting- works.  About  a  dozen  col- 
liers were  rolling  in  the  swell  as  we  dropped  our  anchor  near 
an  iron  pier,  on  which  an  engine  was  drawing  a  coal-train  to 
load  a  Chilian  steamer.  Around  the  roadstead  are  high 
bluffs,  except  in  one  level  section  where  stand  the  village  of 
Lota  and  the  copper-works  and  houses  of  the  workmen. 
Upon  the  hill  to  the  northward  is  a  lofty  iron  lighthouse 
which  looks,  at  a  distance,  like  an  Egyptian  minaret.  It  was 
not  taken  as  spoils  from  the  Egyptians,  however,  but  from 
the  Peruvians,  during  the  late  "  unpleasantness."  The  cop- 
per mines  and  smelting-works  in  Lota  are  the  sole  property 
of  Seflora  Cousifio,  the  wealthiest  woman  in  Chili,  and  prob- 
ably in  the  world.  She  has  a  palace  in  Santiago,  but  resides 
in  Lota  a  portion  of  the  year,  in  a  large  and  magnificent 
house  with  grounds  beautified  to  the  last  degree  both  by 
nature  and  art,  though  more  especially  by  the  latter.  The 
grounds  constitute  a  veritable  botanical  garden.  They  com- 
prise great  vegetable  and  flower  inclosures,  enormous  green- 
houses, Turkish  towers,  fountains,  belvederes  by  the  sea, 
brooks,  suspension-bridges,  a  labyrinth  of  arbor-vitce,  ponds, 
grottoes,  and  waterfalls.  Fifty  men  are  constantly  employed 
upon  this  splendid  place,  and  you  quickly  realize  the  pro- 
priety of  a  Latin  motto  upon  one  of  the  bridges,  "  Labor 
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omnia  vinoiV  The  fortune  of  Seflora  Coutdfio  ia  esCimatod 
at  bundrede  of  miUious  of  dollars.  Slie  has  millions  of 
money,  millions  of  acres  of  land,  liimdreds  of  tliousanda  of 
cattle,  coal,  copper,  nod  silver  mines,  acres  of  real  estate  in 
Valpaniiso  and  Sautiago,  a  fleet  of  eiglit  jrun  eteamshipfl, 
smelling- works,  a  railroad,  etc.  Ever^jf  house  in  Lota,  a  vil- 
lage of  some  seven  thousand  inhabitants,  ia  hers,  and  to  the 
people  of  this  village  she  pays  out  over  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollat%  monthly.  She  owns  the  only  large  coal-nilnos 
in  South  America,  from  whioli  alone  she  receives  seventy- 
five  tboasand  dollars  a  month.  All  these  vast  enterprises 
Seflora  Cousiflo  herself  controls  and  directs,  exhibiting  great 
foresight,  breadth  of  pnrpose,  and  large  ability  as  a  manager 
of  affairs.  Her  income  of  coui^e  is  expressed  in  seveii  tig- 
urea.  No  wonder  she  ia  styled  the"  Countess "  of  Monte 
Cristo '. 

We  shipped  one  hundred  tons  of  bar-copper  and  a  great 
quantity  of  tanned  hidea.  Among  other  items  in  our  cargo, 
received  in  Peruvian  and  Chilian  ports,  might  be  mentioned 
silver  ore  and  ingots,  copper  ore  and  bars,  bales  of  tobacco, 
sacks  of  boms,  alpaca-skins  and  sheep-skins,  bullocks'  hides, 
borax,  coca,  barrels  of  honey,  and  roils  of  sole-leather.  "We 
moved  five  miles  to  tlie  eastward  of  Lota,  to  Comnel,  and  at 
once  liegan  the  loading  of  five  hundred  tons  of  eoaL  Thia 
is  the  great  coal  r^on  of  Chili,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
Kuul  tons  a  year  being  dug  from  mines,  most  of  which  boN 
der  upon  the  sea.  The  coal  is  light,  and  inferior  to  that  of 
Wales.  Though  it  has  good  steaming  qualities,  it  bums  too 
quickly.  It  is  largely  used  by  the  steamers  which  visit  the 
west  coast,  and  is  also  carried  to  other  parts  of  the  world. 
On  leaving  Coronel  we  experienced  cold,  squally  weather. 
We  passed  first  the  Island  of  Chiloe,  the  northernmost  of  the 
great  chain  of  islands  and  archipelagoes  wliicb  extends  from 
latitude  42°  southward  to  Cape  Horn.  Chiloe  is  very  hilly, 
and  covered  witli  forest.  It  ia  thinly  peopled  by  Indiana, 
hut  the  interior  baa  not  been  well  explored.  Money  ie 
almost  unknown,  and  therefore  business  transactions  are  gen- 
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erally  by  barter.  Next  we  pass  Huafo  Island  and  the  Chonos 
Archipelago,  a  great  number  of  rugged  and  barren  islands, 
some  of  tbem  as  much  as  four  thousand  feet  above  the  sea. 
The  formation  of  many  of  the  islands  is  a  sandstone  so  soft 
as  to  be  easily  cut  with  a  knife.  Upon  the  mainland  are 
several  peaks,  the  loftiest  being  nearly  ten  thousand  feet, 
though  we  get  but  occasional  glimpses  of  them  on  account 
of  the  bad  weather.  It  becomes  so  cold  that  a  fire  is  made 
in  our  cabin  stove.  We  keep  steadily  on,  passing  the  Tay- 
tas  Peninsula  and  Cape  Tres  Montes,  named  from  its  three 
small  hills.  In  the  interior,  on  the  boundary  between  Chili 
and  the  Argentine  Republic,  is  Mount  St.  Valentin,  nearly 
thirteen  thousand  feet  high.  During  the  following  two  days 
the  steamer  scarcely  advanced  at  all,  and  rolled  so  badly  that 
it  was  really  dangerous  to  try  to  get  from  one  part  of  the 
deck  to  another.  However,  we  succeeded  at  last  in  crossing 
the  Gidf  of  Penas,  and  entered  Messier  Channel — the  begin- 
ning of  our  fiord  navigation — between  Wellington  Island 
aud  the  mainland. 

Wellington  is  the  largest  island  on  the  coast  of  Chili, 
being  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  long  and  abont  thirty 
wide.  It  seems  to  support  nothing  better  than  several  kinds 
of  evergreens,  antarctic  beeches,  and  a  sort  of  soft,  spongy 
moss.  Messier  Channel  varies  from  six  hundred  feet  to 
three  miles  in  width.  Its  navigation  is  not  diflScult,  save  in 
the  most  straitened  part— <;alled  the  English  Narrows — 
where  the  tide  nms  about  seven  miles  an  hour.  This  section 
it  is  customary  to  pass  only  at  slack  water.  At  night  the 
steamers  anchor,  though  American  mail -steamers  of  four 
thousand  tons,  and  English  war-vessels  of  even  greater  ton- 
nage, have  safely  gone  through  this  contracted  passage.  The 
scenery  of  the  channel,  up  to  the  spot  just  above  the  English 
Narrows,  where  we  anchored  to  await  the  turn  of  the  tide, 
was  extremely  diversified.  There  were  thickly  wooded  isl- 
ands, on  the  mainland  low,  grassy  hills,  and  behind  them 
higher  ranges  and  peaks  of  every  contour,  but  devoid  of 
vegetation  and  covered  with  snow.     The  scenery  is  very  like 


l2u 


AliOrXD  ASD  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


liiat  of  the  6outhi3ni  fiords  of  Norway.  To  the  eastward  of 
Ihe  English  Niirrows  is  a-volcano  bqvqd  tbousaiid  feet  in 
,  naraeJ  i'ilzroy,  from  t!ie  famous  English  navigator 
If  that  name,  who  Wiis  captain  of  the  Beagle  on  the  exjiedi- 
lion  around  the  world  which  Charles  Darwin  accompanied 
,  natuniliHt.  But  we  do  not  get  extended  views  of  the 
Biioimtain  scenury,  owing  to  the  misty  and  cloudy  atmoe- 
|>here.  In  this  locality,  and  especially  at  this  time  of  the 
,  there  id  almost  perpetual  rain,  with  much  fog,  ocea- 
ftional  snow,  and  often  heavy  squalls,  which  come  down  the 
fcrecipituus  UKUintiiiii-aides  with  a  very  dangerous  force.  As 
pn  the  coast  of  Norway,  so  on  that  of  Chili,  the  fiords  are 
rally  yery  deep  and  their  shores  very  steep.  Before 
fentering  the  EngUsli  Narrows  onr  boats  were  swung  out  and 
lialf  lowered,  to  be  ready  in  ease  of  running  upon  rock  or 
"reef,  or  any  other  possihle  emergency.  The  whole  crew 
^rere  told  oft'  for  sp^'cial  cervice.     .\  nnraln'r  stood  in  the 
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and  the  leaden-colored  clouds  above,  made  up  a  series  of  ex- 
qnifiite  panoramas. 

Daring  the  following  day  we  had  in  almost  continual 
view  a  range  of  magnificent,  snow-covered  mountains,  per- 
haps a  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  belonging  to  the  same 
great  chain  of  Andes  which  extends,  almost  unbroken,  from 
tiie  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  Cape  Horn.  The  range  which  we 
saw  from  the  steamer  was  about  eighty  miles  distant.  The 
highest  point,  a  splendid  pyramid  of  rock  and  snow,  called 
Mount  Stokes,  was  sixty-four  hundred  feet  in  height.  The 
whole  range,  observed  from  the  sea-level,  loomed  in  the  air 
with  all  the  grandeur  of  mountains  twenty  thousand  feet  in 
height,  as  usually  seen  from  points  on  land  probably  half 
their  altitude.  These  Chilian  mountains  are  of  tlie  most 
fantastic  description.  Their  contour  is  infinite.  They  are 
peaked,  jagged,  dome  and  pyramid  shaped.  Lofty,  needle- 
like summits  often  occur,  and  the  amount  of  snow  which  ad- 
heres to  their  almost  perpendicular  sides  is  simply  astonish- 
ing. There  are,  too,  scores  of  glaciers  as  splendid  as  any  in 
Switzerland.  But  how  can  I  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the 
varj'ing  colors,  the  weirdness,  and  the  utter  savageness  of 
this  antarctic  scenery?  An  artist  would  rave,  a  poet  would 
rhyme.  At  first  I  thought  of  Norway,  then  of  Switzerland, 
then  of  Bolivia,  and  then  of  India ;  but  the  unobstructed 
view  of  these  moimtains,  on  a  perfectly  clear  day — a  very  un- 
usual thing  in  these  parts — is  much  grander  than  anything  in 
Norway,  quite  equal  to  anything  in  Switzerland,  and  only 
surpassed  by  the  ranges  of  Bolivia  and  India.  They  took,  as 
I  have  said,  every  conceivable  shape,  jmd  it  needed  but  little 
help  from  the  imagination  to  behold  great  white  Kremlins, 
cathedrals  like  that  at  Milan,  pyramids  like  Cheops,  towers 
like  those  of  Notre  Dame,  pinnacles  like  the  Needles  of  the 
English  Channel.  At  every  turn  of  our  steamer  there  were 
novel  and  romantic  visions.  At  one  point,  that  opposite 
Nelson  Strait,  which  communicates  directly  with  the  Pacific, 
we  saw  an  especially  magnificent  glacier  of  pure  green  ice, 
winding  down  a  mountain,  its  base  almost  reaching  the  sur- 
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Iface  of  the  fiord,  fllaeiere  eo  nDmerons  and  vast,  snow-fielda 
Iso  measureless,  I  liave  never  seen  in  any  otlier  part  of  the 
Bglobe,  Several  times  duriDg  the  day  we  conld  look  between 
Ithe  islands  and  obtuin  pleasing  vistas  of  the  dUtant  ocean. 
lAnd  to  think  that  all  these  beautiful  and  majestic  scenes  are 
laltogetber  imkuonii  to  the  general  touriet,  and  all  but  un- 
Iknown  to  even  wtirldwide  travelers  1  Though  I  had  a  choice 
lof  routes  from  Santiago  to  Buenos  Ayres  or  Montevideo,  and 
■though  I  had  questioned  a  dozen  people  as  to  which  ronte 
Bwas  the  most  inttTCsting,  no  one  cBpeeially  commended  to 
Ime  that  coumie  by  which  I  should  see  the  pietureeqne  won- 
Hders  of  Messier  and  Sarmiento  Channels.  And  yet  the  fiords 
land  mountains  of  :Mjuthcm  Chili  I  found  excelled  in  grand- 
leur  and  beauty  those  of  Norway,  as  mnch  as  the  latter,  in 
urn,  surpass  those  of  Alaska.  Ko  one  should  visit  either 
Valparaiso  or  Montevideo  without  making  this  tour  of  the 
s  and  inlets;  and  I  hope  to  live  to  see  either  j 
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wigwams  were  of  two  sizes,  the  smaller  being  set  apart  for 
tlie  children.  The  larger  were  of  an  oval  shape,  Ofiade  of 
saplings  stuck  in  the  ground,  and  fastened  together  with 
osiers  at  the  center  and  top.  They  were  about  ten  feet  in 
length,  five  in  width,  and  five  in  height.  These  frames  are 
generally  covered  with  seal-skine,  leaving  only  a  single  small 
opening  for  an  entrance,  through  which  the  Indians  must 
crawL  The  floor  is  of  dried  grass,  and  possibly  skins  also  may 
be  introduced  to  serve  as  rugs  or  couches.  The  smaller  wig- 
wams were  not  more  than  four  feet  in  diameter  and  three  in 
height.  Before  these  dwellings  was  a  great  heap  of  discarded 
mussel-shells,  reminding  one  of  the  kitchen-middings  or  old 
shell-mounds  of  Scandinavia. 

We  had  scarcely  returned  to  the  steamer,  regretting  that 
we  had  not  found  the  Fuegians  at  home,  when  we  saw  a  canoe 
pushing  off  from  a  distant  island,  and  slowly  bearing  down 
upon  us.  Lights  were  at  once  displayed,  and  we  prepared  to 
give  the  occupants  of  the  canoe  a  cordial  reception.  They 
came  on  awkwardly  and  with  much  gabbling,  in  a  boat  about 
twenty-five  feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  deep,  with 
comparatively  sharp  ends,  each  of  which  had  an  occupant. 
When  the  boat  was  secured  alongside,  I  observed  that  it  was 
made  of  plank,  sewed  together  with  fibers,  and  propelled  by 
oars  made  of  flat  slices  of  board  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  pole. 
These  were  used  by  the  men  near  tlie  prow,  while  in  the 
stem  a  woman  steered  with  a  short  paddle.  The  boats  are 
unwieldy  and  logy,  and  the  Indians  seemed  to  have  no  knack 
of  propelling  them  at  any  sort  of  speed.  Certainly  they  have 
none  of  the  graceful  gliding  of  the  canoes  of  the  North 
American  Indians,  or  of  the  dug-outs  of  the  Maories  of  New 
Zealand.  On  a  heap  of  sand  or  earth  upon  the  bottom,  there 
is  always  kept  burning  a  small  fire,  not  for  cooking  purposes, 
for  they  rarely  cook  anything,  but  for  warmth,  and  at  night 
also  for  light.  In  the  special  canoe,  which  paid  us  the  honor 
of  a  visit,  were  just  twenty  people — five  men,  four  women, 
and  eleven  children.  Eight  miserable  dogs,  used  in  hunting, 
were  likewise  accommodated.    All  the  Indians  were  jabbering. 
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gesticnlntinfr,  and  giggling,  like  a  lot  of  Gchoolcliildren  01 
for  a  loliday.  Tlio  tnen,  an<!  eonie  of  the  boja, 
board,  the  men  with  otter  and  eeal  skins  of  not  the  beet  qnal- 
ty,  whicli  tbej  wished  to  barter  for  toljaceo,  food,  and  cloth- 
ing. These  people  were  very  short  in  stature,  and  slightly 
made.  Their  tegs  were  thin,  misshapen,  and  calfless,  as  usiial 
iWth  the  lower  races  of  savage  man.     Their  Btomachs  wei 

protuberant  as  those  of  the  ciay-caters  of  the  Oi 
Their  color  whs  a  dark  brown  or  mahogany.     Their 
were  black  and  bright,  and  betokened  an  intelligence  which 
was  hardly  fiiitillod.     The  faces  weru  quite  as  broad  as  long. 
The  nose  was  flat  and  short,  month  large,  with  very  thick 
lips,  and  good  teeth ;  and  the  men  had  slight  mustaches  bnt 
no  beard.    They  Iiad  great  shocks  of  stiff,  black  hair,  cat  about 
two  inches    long   npon  the  crown,  and  "  banged "  straight^ 
jBsross  the  forehead,  just  above  the  eyes,  but  left  long  behii 
and  at  tlie  sides.     A  fillet  of  ribbon  or  string  is  generalh 
bound  about  the  head,  in  tme  Greek  or  Koman  style.     Th( 
children  were  especially  animated,  and  one  or  two  were  aeti 
ally  hundsouiD.     These  jieople  are  almost  as  hardy  as  tlii 
Esquimaux  or  Laplanders,     It  was  a  bitter  cold,  rainy,  anw 
windy  night,  and  yet  the  men  were  almost  naked,  the  ehi 
di-en  wholly  so,  and  tlie  women  partially  so — seeming,  in  fact; 
to  care  less  abont  dress  than  the  men.     A  few  hud  seal-skina 
loosely  attached  to  their  shoulders,  and  altogether  open  in 
front ;  some  wore  old  pieces  of  ciiarse  sacking ;  others  sported 
European  coats  or  jackets,  but  evidently  these 
more  for  variety  tlian  either  decency  or  comfort.     Men  ai 
woiTien  alike  will  remove  and  sell  you  any  skin  they  ma' 
have  on— save  their  own — for  a  little  ship's  biscuit, 
bacco,  or  a  box  of  matches.     Besides  skins,  they  proffer  11 
barter  their  domestic  utensils  and  their  weapons,  geuerallj 
bows  and  arrows,  the  arrows  not  feathered,  and  the  barb 
Bistiag  of  a  triangular  piece  of  glass  ground  sharp.     Whil 
the  men  were  on  the  steamer's  deck  engaged  in  traffic,  th* 
women  in  the  boat  were  singing  a  plaintive  kind  of  song,  and 
the  children  were  staring  with  all  their  eyes,  and  with  open 
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mouth,  at  the  wonderful  fire-boat  and  its  pale-faced  occu- 
pants. They  were  constantly  chattering  to  each  other  in  a 
sort  of  guttural,  disconnected  talk,  which  distantly  resembled 
Japanese.  The  largest  children  were  squatting  all  in  a  heap 
near  the  fire.  One  of  the  women,  who  sat  in  the  stem  to 
steer,  had,  after  the  fashion  of  a  hen,  two  or  three  very  young 
children  or  babies  between  her  legs  and  in  her  lap,  to  keep 
them  warm,  I  suppose,  for  they  had  not  a  stitch  of  clothing 
upon  them.  The  sailors  gave  the  men  pipes  to  smoke,  first 
showing  them  how  the  feat  was  accomplished,  and  rigged 
them  out  with  old  caps,  coats,  trousers,  diirts,  and  drawers. 
The  cook  poured  into  their  boat  an  enonnous  panful  of 
hard-tack,  or  ship's  biscuit,  for  which  there  was  a  great 
scramble  and  much  noisy  congratulation.  Liquor  was  given 
them,  but  they  did  not  take  so  kindly  to  this  as  to  the  to- 
bacco. One  of  our  crew  then  brought  out  an  accordion,  and 
endeavored  to  get  them  to  dance  or  at  least  sing,  but  he  was 
not  at  all  successful  in  the  latter,  and  only  partially  with  the 
former.  Their  dance  was  simply  a  sort  of  hopping,  with 
both  feet  together. 

I  could  not  but  be  struck  with  the  bright,  curious  eyes  of 
the  children  of  both  sexes,  and  wonder  if,  any  decent  sort  of 
opportunities  being  given  them,  something  of  civilization 
might  not  adhere  to  them.  The  circumstances  of  their  pres- 
ent life  seemed  so  very  hard  that  I  could  not  help  thinking, 
if  an  American  were  to  take  their  place  and  conditions,  how 
many  generations  would  have  to  pass  ere  he  would  reach  their 
intellectual  level.  The  missions  which  have  been  and  are 
being  tried  fail  to  lessen  their  barbarism.  Several  of  these 
natives  have,  at  different  times,  been  taken  to  England,  edu- 
cated, and  kindly  treated.  They  have  shown  much  aptness, 
but  within  a  few  weeks  of  their  restoration  to  their  native 
haunts  they  have  relapsed  into  their  primeval  savagery.  My 
experience  of  them  was  of  the  most  pleasant  and  peaceful 
character;  but  they  are  said  to  be  very  greedy  and  thievish 
— nay,  more,  brutal,  fierce,  and  quite  willing  to  shed  blood 
to  obtain  booty.     They  have  frequently  assailed,  and  several 
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^roes  oveFcome,  the  crews  of  ^\it  ]i:is«{ii<^  tliraugli  thcee 
rimnnek.  Ab  recently  as  18fi2  a  Hfiston  ship  was  attacked 
in  the  Straits  of  Magellan  hv  twcntr  canoes,  filleti  with  anned 
Fne^aus,  who  boarded  her  and  killed  eight  of  the  crew, 
though  they  wurc  ultimstely  beatvii  off  with  great  slaughter. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  globe's    southernmost  TOWN. 

We  passed  from  Smyth's  Channel  to  the  Strait  of  Ma- 
gellan, with  Cape  Pillar  just  discernible  about  thirty  miles  to 
the  west,  at  the  extremity  of  Desolation  Island.  The  names 
of  localities  hereabout  are  somehow  not  especially  cheerful 
or  inspiriting.  Thus,  besides  that  just  mentioned,  we  have 
Fatal  Bay,  Port  Famine,  Escape  Reach,  Last  Wreck  Point, 
Thieves'  Island,  Hope  Inlet,  Fury  Islands,  and  Dislocation 
Harbor!  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  the  Strait  of  Ma- 
gellan, or  Magalhaens,  is  so  named  in  honor  of  its .  discov- 
erer, the  famous  Portuguese  navigator,  Fernando  de  Magal- 
haens, in  1520.  His  expedition  was  thirty-seven  days  in 
passing  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Now  but  two,  or  at  most  three, 
days  are  needed.  The  northern  part  of  the  strait  is  the 
country  of  the  Patagonians,  two  thirds  of  it  belonging  to 
Chili,  and  the  remaining  third  to  the  Argentine  Republic. 
The  large  island  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  the  Land  of  Fire,  is  to 
the  south,  and  was  so  named  by  Magalhaens  from  the  great 
number  of  fires  which  he  saw  the  first  night  he  approached 
it.  The  strait  is  four  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  varies 
from  four  to  twenty  miles  in  wdth.  The  depth  is  usually 
great.  Sailing-vessels  rarely,  if  ever,  attempt  this  passage 
between  the  great  oceans,  on  account  of  the  baffling  winds, 
the  furious  squalls,  the  often  thick,  wet  weather,  the  strong 
currents,  and  the  harbors,  most  of  which  are  difficult  of  in- 
gress and  egress.  There  are  few  or  no  inhabitants  directly 
upon  the  strait.  No  quadrupeds  are  encountered,  save  the 
sea^tter,  whose  tracks  in  the  sands  and  whose  carcass  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  I  frequently  saw.     On  the  islands  are 
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docks,  geese,  siiipe,  plover,  cormomnti),  pengiiinii,  evrans,  seals, 
and  sea-lions.  Iliiinming-binJa  tu&jr  eometlioes  be  oeea  in 
(XHlEiiienible  numbers  in  the  ccvee,  and  even  occasiuually  roa^ 
be  noticed  flying  aboat  near  the  foot  of  an  enormous  gla- 
mer.  Upon  tlie  ehores  arc  mussek  and  lim])ets,  and  inland 
are  berries,  wild  celery,  evergreen  scrub,  fire,  and  the  antarotio 
beecb.  In  the  waters  are  ba;ss,  mallet,  and  very  tioe  Hrnelts 
— the  best  fish  of  the  strait. 

We  pass  Cape  Froward,  the  soulhemmoet  point  of  the 
mainland  of  the  ^oath  Americui  Continent,  Here,  at  iho 
water's  edge,  is  a  dark  tnase  of  rock,  abont  five  hundred  fuet 
in  height,  joined  by  a  low  neck  of  land  to  a  great  range  of 
!Dow-covered  bille,  averaging  about  Iwpnty-fire  hundred  feet 
in  height.  Cape  Ilom  ia  eituated  upon  a  small  inland,  distant 
»me  two  huud^iBd  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction.  Cape 
Froward  is  at  about  tlie  middle  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan, 
lod  here  the  grand  scenerj'  of  the  CordUleras  of  Uie  westeni 
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Punta  Arenas  is  Port  Famine,  which  was  the  site  of  an  old 
Spanish  colony,  and  then  the  Chilian  penal  settlement,  which 
was  afterward  removed  to  Sandy  Point. 

Punta  Arenas,  or  Sandy  Point,  where  we  anchor  and 
land  some  freight,  consisting  of  provisions,  is  a  small  town 
lying  upon  a  level  plain,  with  a  range  of  snow-covered  hills, 
a  thousand  feet  in  height,  as  a  background.  It  is  not  only 
the  most  southerly  town  of  South  America,  but  of  the  world. 
The  most  northerly  is  Hammerfest,  in  Norway,  which  I  had 
already  visited.  In  the  roadstead  were  small  Argentine  and 
Chilian  gunboats,  a  coal-barge,  an  English  dispatch-boat,  and 
a  small  English  ship.  Punta  Arenas  is  mostly  of  one-story 
houses,  built  without  regularity.  Adjoining  it  are  mossy 
fields  and  low  hills  covered  with  burned  timber.  Directly 
opposite  Sandy  Point,  across  the  strait,  is  the  great  island  of  \  - 
Tierra  del  Fuego,  two  thirds  of  which  (the  western)  belong 
to  Chili  and  the  remainder  to  the  Argentine  Kepublic. 
Punta  Arenas  was  originally  founded  in  1843,  and,  as  above 
stated,  was  kept  only  as  a  penal  settlement,  and  began  to  de- 
cline on  this  account,  but  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  traffic  through  the  strait,  the  mail-steamers  plying 
between  Europe  and  the  west  coast  of  South  America  having 
adopted  this  route,  the  Chilian  Government,  seeing  its  grow- 
ing importance  as  a  station  of  call  and  supply,  in  1868  made 
grants  of  land  to  immigrants,  and  sent  out  some  three  hun- 
dred settlers,  together  with  a  governor.  Wood  for  building 
purposes  was  taken,  and  supplies  to  last  until  the  immigrants 
could  clear  and  cultivate  their  own  lots.  Convicts  are  sent 
no  longer.  There  used  to  be  a  military  guard,  but  that  was 
withdrawn  during  the  war  with  Peru,  and  all  the  prisoners 
who  would  consent  to  enter  the  army  got  a  ticket-of-leave. 
The  population  of  the  colony  in  1868  was  two  hundred  ;  in 
1888  it  was  about  two  thousand.  Gold  and  silver  are  found 
in  the  neighborhood  and  are  exported,  though  coal  is  the 
chief  industry.  The  mines  are  worked  by  a  company,  who 
pay  a  very  small  tax  to  the  Chilian  Government  for  the 
privilege.     The  consumption  of  this  coal  is  constantly  on 
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the  increase.  It  is  a  good  "  etesm  "  coal,  and  is  found  with- 
in fi%'o  miles  of  tlie  towii.  to  wliicli  it  i^  brought  on  a  tram- 
way. Steamere  wliioh  fonnerly  had  to  go  to  (he  Falkland 
Islands,  a  distance  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles,  now  get 
their  gnpplies  at  Punta  Aronns.  Cattle  and  vegetables  thrive 
well  hen?,  notwitli^tiutding  thu  high  lutiludc.  At  varying 
BeasouB  are  to  he  fonnd  [»UTota,  ttiipe,  dncks,  geese,  wood- 
pecters,  a  species  of  ibis,  anrl  some  other  small  binlt!.  Vciy 
good  mnshrooms  arc  obtained  in  great  qnantities. 

The  town  is  intereeting  because  it  is  tlie  largest  settle- 
ment in  sonthern  Chili  and  the  only  one  in  the  strait.  It 
ifl  about  four  thoDsnnd  miles  from  the  southernmost  town  on 
the  west  coast  to  the  first  port  on  the  eastern  side,  a  voyage 
which  ordinarily  reipires  fifteen  or  sixteen  days;  and  as 
Punta  Arenas  is  about  in  the  middle  of  the  way,  it  possesses 
special  attraction.  Its  population  represents  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  men,  from  the  primeval  tTi>e  to  the  pnre  Can- 


I 


THE  GLOBE'S  SOUTHERNMOST  TOWN.  131 

the  size  of  a  blanket.  Those  of  brown  and  those  of  the 
purest  white  are  alternate  in  the  same  mg,'and  produce  a 
fine  artistic  effect.  They  are  too  dainty  and  beautiful  to  be 
spread  upon  the  floor,  but  can  be  used  as  carriage-robes,  or 
to  throw  over  tlie  back  of  a  coucli  or  chair.  Sometimes 
ladies  use  them  as  panels  for  the  front  of  dress  skirts.  Thus 
applied  they  are  more  striking  than  any  fabric  a  loom  cau 
produce.  Opera-cloaks  have  also  been  made  of  them,  to  the 
gratification  of  the  aesthetic.  They  are  too  rare  to  be  com- 
mon, and  too  beautiful  ever  to  tire  the  eye. 

A  very  great  contrast  exists  between  the  western  and 
eastern  half  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan.  In  the  former  we 
had  majestic  snow  mountains,  glaciers,  giant  hills  of  purple 
rock,  black  water,  and  cloudy  and  blustery  weather ;  but  on 
rounding  Cape  Froward  the  scene  changes  as  by  magic.  The 
hills  melt  away  to  nothing — Tierra  del  Fuego  is  so  low  as 
scarcely  to  be  seen — low  ranges  of  grassy  uplands  diversify 
the  interior,  and  between  them  and  the  channel  are  shingly, 
treeless  plains.  The  water  becomes  a  beautiful  bright  green, 
the  heavens  clear,  and  the  bright  sun  once  again  gives  us 
light  and  heat  and  joy.  The  width  at  the  western  entrance 
of  the  strait,  from  Cape  Pillar  to  the  opposite  island,  is  ten 
miles,  wliile  the  Atlantic  entrance  is  twenty  miles  across. 
As  we  i^assed  Cape  Virgins,  a  bluff  on  the  northern  point 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high — the  southern  point 
lies  so  low  it  can  be  seen  only  on  especially  clear  days — the 
great  golden  globe  of  the  full  moon  floated  up  from  a  cloud- 
less horizon,  Yeniis  sparkled  behind  us,  and  the  gorgeous 
Southern  Cross  al)Ove,  the  wind  freshened  to  half  a  gale,  great 
white  caps  illumined  the  wave-crests,  the  air  became  crisp  and 
bracing,  the  dark,  thin  line  of  coast  fast  faded  away,  and  we 
entered  upon  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Atlantic  and  headed 
toward  the  east  and  our  next  haven  in  the  Falkland  Islands. 

The  Island  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  which  I  was  so  rapidly 
leaving,  is  by  no  means  the  region  of  perpetual  snow  that  it 
has  been  supposed  to  be.  It  abounds  with  beautiful  scenery 
— ^rich  valleys,  plains  of  grass,  mountains,  lakes,  rivers — con- 
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tains  great  quantities  of  gold,  and  has  a  cliinate  less  rigorous 
tliau  (hat  of  Canada.  Tlio  iuLaltitantis  however,  are  tlie 
most  barbarout!  of  savages.  They  are  of  two  distinct  classes, 
the  Yaliguiie,  or  southern  tribes,  and  the  Ouaa,  who  inhabit 
the  noithem  part  of  the  island.  The  Yahgans  are  not  can- 
nibal, ua  liafi  been  believed,  and  they  do  not  eat  meat  which 
13  not  cooked.  They  are  chiefly  fibers  and  hunters,  and  tlis 
women  are  the  best  of  swimmers.  The  women  have  tlio 
right  to  sell  all  the  tish  they  catch  lieyoud  those  required  foP, 
the  family,  and  are  said  to  be  good  cooks,  though  they  never 
knew  anything  aI>out  boiling  their  food  until  lately,  and  had 
no  veseeb  in  which  they  could  do  so.  They  do  not  inter- 
inarry  with  blood  rektivcs,  and  the  men  have  one,  two,  or 
three  wives,  according  to  clrcum^tauccs.  They  arc  great 
quarrelers  among  themselves,  and  are  both  crafty  and  treacl»- 
erons.  Having  no  fixed  principled,  they  are  governed  en- 
tirely by  their  dwires  and  passiooa.     Tattooing  is  unknown, 
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The  Falklands  are  distant  about  three  hundred  miles  in 
an  easterly  direction  from  Magellan  Strait,  but  we  shall 
have  to  steam  four  hundred  miles  passing  around  their  south- 
em  and  eastern  sides  to  Port  William  and  Stanley,  the  seat 
of  government  and  largest  settlement  upon  the  islands.  The 
voyage  of  the  German  steamers  from  Montevideo  to  Val- 
paraiso is  sixteen  days,  and  from  Valparaiso  to  Montevideo 
eighteen  days.  The  difference  in  time  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
fact  that  in  coming  out  from  Europe  the  steamers  are  apt  to 
have  less  freight,  and  therefore  do  not  need  to  call  so  often  or 
stay  so  long  for  coals.  There  are  twelve  steamers  a  year,  or 
one  a  month,  which  call  at  the  Falkland  Islands — half  of  these 
stopping  on  the  outward  voyage  and  half  on  the  homeward. 
To  visit  the  Falklands  generally  adds  from  two  to  three  days  to 
the  length  of  the  voyage.  The  Kosmos,  which  has  a  subven- 
tion from  the  British  Government  for  carrying  the  mail,  is 
the  only  line  of  steamers  of  any  nationality  running  regularly 
to  this  group.  Our  high  southwesterly  winds  continued,  with 
bright,  cold  weather,  and  with  nights  the  stellar  glories  of 
which  no  pencil  could  portray.  Our  steamer  was  followed  by 
many  cape  pigeons,  a  few  ducks,  and  still  fewer  albatrosses. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  second  day  after  leaving  Punta 
Arenas  we  sighted  the  Falklands,  and  in  the  morning  saw 
plainly,  in  the  middle  of  the  eastern  island  (there  being  two 
large  islands  and  many  smaller  ones),  a  range  of  hills  about 
two  thousand  feet  high,  running  east  and  west,  and  covered 
with  snow.  The  land  adjoining  the  coast  was  covered  with 
brownish  gra^s,  but  no  trees  or  even  scrub  were  in  sight. 
Tte  aspect  was  of  low,  smoothly  undulating  hills.  Passing 
Wolf  Kock,  upon  which  the  waves  dashed  their  spray  fully 
thirty  feet  in  the  air,  we  soon  rounded  Cape  Pembroke,  a 
flat,  sandy  peninsula,  upon  which  stands  a  lighthouse  over 
a  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  then  entered  Port  William,  a 
long,  narrow  bay  with  a  low  bluff  to  the  north,  and  a  num- 
ber of  small  islands  covered  with  coarse  grass  to  the  south, 
the  mainland  here  being  heaped  \^'ith  drift-sand  and  looking 
as  arid  and  yellow  as  an  African  desert.     Near  where  the 
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Light  closes  we  turn  abruptly  to  the  left  and  pass,  tlirongh 
%  iiAiTow  channel,  Ijelweea  tn'o  eharp  and  low  heudUnds, 
directlj  into  Stanlej  Harbor,  The  npening  is  but  six  hun- 
dred feet  wide  (,lbt-  same  width  as  the  Eiiglish  Narrows),  and 
with  a  depth  of  only  tfairtj-iive  feet.  Stauluj's  may  there- 
fore be  classed  among  the  uioet  completely  landlocticd  liar- 
bors  in  the  world.  It  ia  three  miles  in  length,  and  about 
half  a  mile  in  breadtli.  I  found  in  the  harbor  three  or  four 
decayed  and  dismantled  ehips ;  a  huge,  oU-fashioned  hulk 
whicli  contained  our  proposed  freight  of  wool,  talluw,  and 
sheep-^kins ;  a  small  German  steamer  of  thu  mino  conijtaDy  us 
DHF  own,  and  employed  as  a  sort  of  tender ;  and  a  little  brig 
which  is  need  by  the  different  sheep  farmere  of  tbo  islands 
to  take  their  produce  to  Stanley,  whence  it  is  thipped  to 
Enrope,  A  long,  low  range  of  gra.'»  and  peat  covered  Iiilla 
extfndg,  with  a  gentle  slope,  to  the  water  along  the  sonthem 
side  of  the  harbor,  and  here  lies  Stanley,  the  monotonous 
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doors.  The  only  available  meat  the  citizens  can  have  is 
mutton,  which,  however,  is  second  only  to  Southdown,  all 
other  meats  and  provisions  being  brought  from  either  South 
America  or  Europa.  Wild  fowl  and  tish  are  very  abundant. 
The  decidedly  English  expression  of  the  town  is  greatly 
heightened  upon  going  on  shore,  where  I  land  upon  a  small 
jetty,  at  whose  extremity  stands  a  pyramidal  brick  and  stone 
monument,  bearing  on  a  tablet  the  rather  inexpressive  com- 
manication,  "  Alfred,  24th  February,  1874."  Knowing  that 
many  nations  had  at  different  times  claimed  possession  of 
these  islands,  and  that  several  conflicts  had  resulted,  it  was 
but  natural  to  suppose  that  this  proud  pile  distinguished  the 
spot  where  some  British  Horatius  Coccles  had  single-handed 
repelled  the  landing  cutters  of  several  French  or  Spanish 
men-of-war,  and  that  his  appreciative  countrymen  had  thus 
familiarly  and  affectionately,  not  to  say  touchingly,  made  the 
fact  known  to  such  of  the  great  world  as  might  by  accident 
stray  thither.  The  idea  greatly  pleased  me — for  have  not 
both  ancients  and  moderns  always  thus  honored  true  valor? 
— and  I  walked  up  the  pier,  eager  to  know  more  of  this 
noble  hero  called  Alfred.  The  charming  simplicity  of  the 
sweetly  pretty  name,  Alfred,  as  well  as  the  mystery  of  the 
pregnant  date,  fired  me  with  ardent  curiosity.  I  did  not 
remember  where  Alfred  the  Great  was  buried,  but  I  felt 
almost  sure  that  he  had  been  dead  more  than  eleven  years. 
The  very  first  citizen  I  met  I  begged  to  tell  me  more  of  this 
brave,  this  doughty  Alfred,  apologizing  of  course  for  a  mem- 
ory defective  in  matters  of  historical  detail.  And  my  blood 
almost  congealed  within  my  veins,  and  my  heart  stood  still 
with  awe,  as  I  learned  that  here — here  on  this  very  spot — ^a 
"  real  live  "  English  prince  had  once  set  his  holy  foot,  on  com- 
ing ashore  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  governor !  First  and  last,  he 
liad  placed  the  aforesaid  sacred  member  upon  many  wharves, 
but  not  I  believe  everywhere  had  imposing  monuments  of 
brick  and  stone  been  reared  in  reverence.  My  informer 
stood  solemn  and  serious,  but  there  is  no  use  in  denying  that 
I  was  profligate  enough  to  laugh. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
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Othek  evidence."  nf  a  British  population  were  fumi.*hod 
i  suet  titles  of  piiblie-liousea  as  tbo  "Stiinley  Arnis,"  the 
Ololxi  Tavern,"  "  Itoee  Hotel,"  uud  the  "  Ship  Ilotel." 
)iie  Iionse  Lore  an  elaborate  sign,  which  informed  the  poseeN 
y  that  it  coDtained  a  "  Milliuerjr,  Drapery,  and  Haberdash- 
ry  Store."  Upon  another  the  sign,  in  very  large  letters, 
Store,"  was  thought  by  tlie  proprietor  sufficiently  express- 
m ;  and  in  this  part  of  the  world  it  is,  for  a  "  store "  con- 
lins  goods  of  every  kind,  from  boots  to  potatoes^  from  jew- 
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specified  time.  Tlie  total  population  of  the  islands  is  about 
two  thousand,  there  being  two  or  three  little  villages  besides 
Stanley,  and  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants  dwelling 
mostly  upon  widely  separated  sheep-runs.  The  islands  are 
roadless,  but  contain  a  number  of  horse-trails,  and  these  form 
the  popular  means  of  travel  for  the  sheep-farmers,  though 
when  convenient,  and  especially  for  short  distances,  the  sea, 
with  small  sail  or  whale  boats,  gives  passage.  For  crossing 
Falmouth  Sound,  between  the  two  large  islands,  the  brig 
which  carries  the  produce,  or  a  large  steam-launch,  must  be 
used.  The  weather  is  almost  continually  bad  throughout  the 
year — it  is  the  exception  when  a  gale  of  wind  is  not  blowing 
• — but,  nevertheless,  Stanley  is  regarded  as  a  healthy  town; 
and,  moreover,  rainy  and  windy  weather,  with  an  occasionally 
clear  sky,  is  amusingly  termed  by  the  residents  a  "  good  "  day. 
We  arrived  too  late  on  Saturday  to  take  on  board  our  freight 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  bales  of  wool,  one  hundred  casks 
of  tallow,  and  twenty  bales  of  sheep-skins,  and  the  following 
day  being  Sunday,  on  which  the  English  neither  do  any  manner 
of  work  nor  permit  any  to  be  done,  we  were  obliged  to  remain 
quiet,  tied  up  to  the  company's  shipping  hulk.  The  English, 
I  believe,  are  the  only  nation  in  the  world  who  hold  such  pecul- 
iar and  utterly  inconsistent  views  regarding  Sunday,  but  in 
our  cajse  it  was  a  very  stormy  day,  and  so  we  made  ourselves 
as  contented  as  possible  in  our  snug  little  saloon,  with  a  good 
library  of  German  classics.  From  a  gentleman  who  has  re- 
sided in  Stanley  for  thirty  years,  and  who  called  on  board,  I 
gathered  many  interesting  facts  which  are  not  widely  known. 
The  Falkland  group  embraces  two  principal  islands,  sep- 
arated by  a  strait  varying  in  breadth  from  two  to  twenty 
miles,  and  about  two  hundred  smaller  islands  clustered  around 
them,  and  in  the  strait  between  them.  The  eastern  island 
is  about  one  hundred  miles  long,  and  half  as  broad;  the  west- 
em  is  considerably  smaller.  The  whole  group  is  deeply  and 
variously  indented  by  sounds,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  and  inlets. 
Probably  there  is  no  part  of  the  world  where  so  many  good 
harbors  exist.     The  southern  portions  of  the  east  Falkland 
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ire,  aa  I  have  alread_y  indicated,  bo  low  that  tliej  are  hardly 
perceptllile  from  the  deck  of  a  etcamer  at  a  distunce  of  five 
miles;  but  the  western  island  w  more  diversified,  there  being 
i  number  of  liilk  rising  to  ft  heiglit  of  between  one  tliou»ind 
md  twenty-five  hundred  feet  above  Bea-level.  There  are  but 
few  rivers  in  the  Falklands,  the  San  Carlos  in  the  eastern  isl- 
md  iK'inj;  the  largest,  about  thirty  milee  long,  but  nut  navi- 
3;able.  No  trees  shade  the  isliuids,  and  the  sole  ehrnb  is  a  tea- 
plant.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  tree  is  a  sort  of  Iwix,  which 
^rows  to  the  height  "f  tliree  feeL  Probably  trees  would  grow, 
if  planted  and  cultivated,  and  if  gales  did  not  eo  clemally 
prevail.  The  temperature  is  eqnahle,  but  the  average  is  natu- 
rally very  low.  Celery  growe  in  wild  Ininirianee.  There  JB 
!  large,  round,  green  plant  (found  in  Patagonia  also),  which, 
when  dried,  makes  a  capital  kindling.  It  also  exudes  a  kind 
)f  gum  which  is  used  as  a  curative.  But  the  most  remark* 
ihle  plant  tliat  grows  ujOTn  the  Falklands  is  a  gigantic  sedgy 
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0U8  and  splendid  harbors  afford  protection  to  all  sorts  of 
shipping,  and  give  opportunity  for  the  repairing  of  injuries 
sustained  by  vessels  passing  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Horn, 
where  a  larger  amount  of  annual  injury  is  done  by  severe 
weather  than  in  any  other  locality.  In  1845  an  English- 
man named  Lafone,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  hide 
and  cattle  trade  on  the  River  Plate,  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  English  Government  for  a  contract  to  pur- 
chase the  southern  part  of  the  large  eastern  island,  and  several 
of  the  small  adjacent  islands,  upon  the  payment  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  at  the  time  of  the  contract  and  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  year  1862.  In  1851  a  company  was  formed 
in  London  to  carry  out  more  fully  the  scheme  of  turning  the 
advantages  of  the  islands  and  their  herds  of  wild  cattle  to 
greater  account.  It  was  incorporated  by  royal  charter,  and 
purchased  Mr.  Lafone's  interest  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  This  large  grazing  undertaking  necessi- 
tated the  establishment  of  stores  and  artificers  at  Stanley, 
where  the  settlement  has  been  so  constantly  improving,  that 
at  this  time  ships  can  be  provisioned  and  provided  in  every 
way  as  cheap  as  at  any  of  the  ports  in  South  America.  In 
18G9  the  whole  of  the  available  land  for  grazing  had  passed 
into  the  hands  of  private  individuals,  with  the  exception  of 
some  portions  of  East  Falkland.  The  company's  headquar- 
ters are  at  Stanley,  though  their  operations  are  naturally  con- 
ducted in  different  portions  of  their  domain.  These  islands 
have  no  native  inhabitants.  The  title  to  their  sovereignty 
(which  is  now  vested  in  the  British  crown)  has  been  subject 
to  much  dispute,  and  their  history  is  romantically  interesting. 
The  Falklands  were  discovered  in  1592  by  John  Davis,  who 
sailed  with  Cavendish  on  his  second  voyage,  but  separated 
from  him  two  months  later.  In  1764  the  Frenchman,  De 
Bougainville,  arrived  with  an  armament  and  settlei-s,  and  es- 
tablished them  at  Port  Louis,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Stanley. 
In  17G5  the  group  was  taken  possession  of,  for  England,  by 
C'ommodore  Byron,  and  an  officer  was  sent  out  to  begin  their 
colonization.    He  commenced  operations  at  Port  Egmont,  on 
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36  northern  shore  of  the  weet  isluad.  In  1770  a  Spanish 
nnaiiicnt  attacki^  the  British  colony,  and  obliged  it  to  ear- 
jnder,  but  four  years  later  Spain  withdrew  from  the  ielaiida, 
ad,  as  the  Frencli  hud  previously  decamped,  left  them  quite 
ninhabited.  The  Falklands  then  remuined  anelaimed  for 
early  half  a  century,  when  they  were  formally  taken  poe- 
Ession  of  in  the  name  and  by  the  anthority  of  the  Argentine 
^pablic.  In  1S33  Great  Britian  reasserted  her  sovereignty 
y  sending  a  man-of-war  to  hoist  thti  British  flag  in  Port 
joiiis.  In  the  following  year  she  appointed  a  governor,  and 
;nt  out  a  small  party  as  the  nnclens  of  a  futnri!  colony. 

The  day  on  which  the  steamer  was  loading,  the  captain, 
lie  chief -engineer,  and  myself  spent  in  shooting  over  the 
loors  and  along  the  rocky  shores  of  the  ocean  to  the  south 
f  Stanley.  We  found  a  gi-eat  qnantity  of  wild  fowl — snipe, 
ucks,  geese,  penguins,  and  gulls — and  we  made  a  fabulous 
an-     The  egya  of  the  penguin  arc  esteemed  a  luxury.     The 
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Eio  Negro,  wheat,  maize,  and  pulse  are  cultivated.  The 
estimated  Indian  population  is  twenty-five  thousand.  These 
people  are  tall  and  straight,  with  a  reddish-brown  complexion. 
They  were  named  Patagonians  by  Magellan,  on  account  of 
the  supposed  magnitude  of  their  ieet—'pataffon^  in  Spanish, 
signifying  ''  large  foot."  Later  travelers,  however,  have  not 
observed  that  their  feet  were  out  of  proportion  to  their  large 
stature.  They  wander  all  over  the  country,  subsisting  upon 
wild  animals,  fish,  and  mushrooms.  The  Fuegians  difiEer 
from  the  Patagonians  in  very  many  characteristics,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  great  physical  and  moral  differences.  The 
Patagonians  are  greatly  addicted  to  drink,  whereas  the  Fue- 
gians can  seldom  be  induced  to  do  more  than  taste  any  beer, 
wine,  or  spirits.  The  Indians  of  the  western  archipelagoes 
appear  to  live  mostly  in  their  canoes,  and  to  depend  upon 
fishing  and  shell-fish  for  a  subsistence.  The  Indians  of 
Patagonia  live  mostly  at  some  distance  inland,  and  depend 
upon,  hunting  for  their  living.  Such  clothing  as  they  wear 
is  generally  of  deer-skin,  while  the  Fuegian  is  better  clad 
with  seal-skin.  In  Patagonia  guanacos,  pumas,  and  foxes 
abound,  as  do  condors,  hawks,  and  ostriches.  Fish  are  also 
plentiful  along  the  coasts  and  rivers.  The  guanaco  is  a 
species  of  llama,  killed  with  poisoned  arrows,  and  fine  skins 
may  be  bought  in  Punta  Arenas.  In  Patagonia  ostriches 
are  not  bred,  as  at  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  but  run  wild, 
and  are  rapidly  becoming  exterminated.  It  is  not  the  genuine 
ostrich,  but  the  rhea,  an  allied  species,  which  is  large,  of  gray 
color,  and  remarkable  for  its  swiftness  in  running.  The 
Indians  chase  them  on  horseback  and  catch  them  with  holas^ 
two  heavy  balls  upon  the  ends  of  a  rope.  Grasping  one  ball 
in  the  hand  they  gaUop  after  the  ostrich,  and,  whirling  the 
other  bjill  around  their  heads  like  a  coil  of  lasso,  they  let  go 
when  near  enough  to  the  bird ;  and  the  two  balls,  still  re- 
volving in  the  air,  will,  if  skillfully  directed,  wind  around 
the  long  legs  of  the  rhea  and  send  him  turning  somersaults 
upon  the  pampa.  The  Indians  then  leap  from  the  saddle, 
and,  if  they  are  out  of  meat,  cut  the  throat  of  the  bird  and 
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UTy  tlie  earcaea  to  caiup ;  but  if  tliey  liavo  no  need  of  food, 
lej  pull  the  long  plumes  irom  Me  tail  aud  wings,  nnd  let 
im  po  iigain  to  tiatlier  fresh  plumage  for  die  next  senson. 
\X  aii.v  of  the  tnidiiig-posts  of  Patagonia  you  can  buy  for  six 
r  ei^ht  dollars  a  nig  that  represents  the  breasta  of  twulvo  or 
fteen  young  ostriclies,  and  even  that  low  price  givw  the 
■adcr  a  profit  of  miuiy  hundred  per  cent,  as  a  few  drinks  of 
'hisky  raakei!  the  Indian  eueceptihie  to  persaaBion.  If  the 
lovemment  of  tlie  Argentine  Gcpublic  wore  to  sell  the  mo- 
opolyof  trading  in  ostrich- featbere  to  ft  few  fiiir-ininilL-d  men, 
le  birds  would  multiply  enormonsly,  and  the  beauty  of  their 
Inniagc  be  ^'try  much  increasefi.  The  best  planies  are  worth 
jrty  or  fiftj-  dollars  a  ]K>und  in  the  market,  and  are  much  im- 
roved  by  the  proper  care  of  the  bird.  The  pumas  are  of  a 
rownish-yellow  color,  withont  spots,  and  next  to  the  jaguar 
1  size  and  fierceness.  The  condors,  wliicli  arc  a  species  of 
iiUnre  and   the  larffrst  known  bird  of  nrev,  occnBiniiaHv 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

MONTEVIDEO — THE  ATTRACTIVE. 

Still  apparently  on  the  ocean,  we  passed  the  month  of 
the  great  River  Plate,  here  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
in  width,  but  with  no  greater  average  depth  than  fifty  feet. 
It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or 
rather  the  Parand — for  the  name  Rio  de  la  Plata  properly 
belongs  to  its  broad  estuary  only — is  one  of  the  largest  rivers 
in  South  America,  after  the  Amazon.  It  received  its  name, 
"  river  of  silver,"  from  Sebastian  Cabot — who  visited  here- 
about in  1520 — not  because  of  the  color  of  the  water,  but 
because  of  his  having  taken  from  the  Indians  great  treasures 
of  silver,  and  supposing  that  an  abundance  remained  in  the 
soil.  The  Plata  continues  fresh  until  only  twelve  miles 
above  Montevideo,  when  it  becomes  somewhat  brackish, 
though  it  is  so  long  in  fully  mingling  with  the  sea  that  the 
dark,  yellow  water  which  it  brings  down  is  often  visible  in 
the  Atlantic  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  its 
embouchure.  The  estuary  of  the  River  Plate,  besides  being 
comparatively  shallow,  has  many  shoals  and  rocks,  the  navi- 
gation generally  extending  along  the  northern  and  southern 
shores.  We  have  to  pass  across  the  entire  mouth,  in  a  north- 
easterly direction,  and  then  turn  nearly  due  west  toward 
Montevideo.  Between  this  city  and  the  opposite  shore  the 
river  has  narrowed  less  than  one  half — that  is,  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  to  fifty-two.  After  a  very  interesting 
voyage  of  twenty  days  from  Valparaiso,  we  anchored  just  out- 
side the  almost  circular  bay  of  Montevideo,  nearly  two  miles  in 
diameter,  and  opening  toward  the  southwest.  Three  or  four 
steamers  and  a  dozen  ships  were  lying  near  us.     El  Cerro,  or 
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tlie  iluunt.  a  diatingiiishing  feature  of  the  port,  rifles  in  the  j 
fonnof  a  smooth,  ifcolated  cone  to  a  height  of  five  hundred  feet  j 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  rocky  beach  on  the  western  ^idc  of  j 
the  hay.  It  is  covered  with  thin  grafis,  and  is  erowned  hjr  a  fort  j 
in  which  is  a  lighthouse,  whoso  splendid  revolving  light  i»  risi- 
ble twenty-five  miles  at  8ea.  The  city  stands  on  gently  rising  i 
ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  hay,  near  it8  entrance,  and  oc-  J 
tuples  a  small  peninsula  and  a  large  portion  of  the  mainland. 
The  sun  set,  and  we  remained  on  hoard  until  the  next  day. 

TIpon  going  on  deck  in  the  morning  I  saw  that  there 
were-  about  tifty  vessels  in  the  inner  harbor,  very  many  of 
Ehem  of  large  tonnage.  Many  email  eailing-craft  fi-oni  the 
.rreat  rivers  above  were  also  entering  port.  To  the  left  waa  , 
:he  Cerro,  and  at  its  base  were  some  great  buildings  of  the 
talad^ros  or  beef-ealtcrs.  Directly  opposite  us  the  shore  was 
thinly  dotted  with  dwellings,  but  to  the  right  lay  the  impos- 
ng  city  of  Montevideo,  a  thick  mass  of  irregular- shaped, 
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At  our  foremast  fluttered  the  Uruguay  flag — ^blue  and 
white  alternate  stripes,  with  a  gilded  sun  in  the  upper  cor- 
ner nearest  the  flagnstaff,  where  the  stars  are  in  the  Ameri- 
can banner.  I  enter  a  small  steam-tender  and  with  my  bag- 
gage start  for  the  inner  harbor,  the  custom-house,  and  the 
Hotel  des  Pyramides.  On  the  way  we  pass  a  dozen  men-of- 
war  and  small  gunboats  of  various  nationalities — English, 
French,  Brazilian,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese.  Beyond  these, 
and  anchored  in  a  sort  of  bight,  are  several  hundred  small 
trading-boats  from  up  the  rivers  Parand,  Paraguay,  and  Uru- 
guay. A  great  fleet  of  lighters  is  also  to  be  seen.  The  cus- 
tom-houses are  enormous  three  story  structures,  occupying 
several  blocks.  I  tind  the  oflicials  very  courteous,  and  with- 
out delay  hire  some  porters  to  carry  my  baggage,  and  follow 
them  on  foot  to  my  hotel. 

Notwithstanding  it  is  Sunday,  all  the  retail  shops  are 
open,  though  comparatively  few  people  are  seen.  The  streets 
are  nicely  paved  with  oblong  stone  blocks,  and  both  they 
and  the  sidewalks  are  broader  than  is  usual  in  South  Ameri- 
can cities.  The  houses  are  mostly  two  and  three  stories  in 
height,  but  you  see  also  some  handsome  residences  of  but  a 
single  story,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Monte- 
video is  not  situated  in  an  earthquake  region.  The  city  is 
lighted  by  gas-brackets,  attached  to  the  walls  of  the  houses. 
One  instantly  notices  the  rows  of  gas-jets  in  semicircular 
pipes  which  at  frequent  intervals  bridge  the  chief  thorough- 
fares from  house  to  house,  and  many  of  which  are  provided 
with  varicolored  glass  globes.  These  pipes  are  to  assist  in 
the  illumination  of  the  city  on  the  anniversary  of  the  great 
national  holiday,  the  18th  of  July,  1830 — it  was  upon  this 
date  that  the  Kepublic  of  Uruguay  was  founded.  On  ordi- 
nary festivals  the  illumination  is  paid  for  by  equal  assess- 
ments upon  the  houses  thus  joined ;  but  on  this  special  po- 
litical celebration  the  Government  pays  for  all  the  gas  con- 
sumed. The  finest  street,  with  its  stores  and  residences,  and 
double  line  of  tram-cars,  is  called  the  "Boulevard  18 
de  Julio,"  and  would  be  no  discredit  to  London,  Paris,  or 
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New  York,  A  very  noticeable  ■feature  of  tlio  streets  tind 
public  places  is  tlie  ab^nce  of  any  prominent  Unigiiajail 
element  in  the  populace.  Every  nation  under  the  Min  aeeniB 
to  be  represented,  but  comparjtively  few  native  faces  are 
met.  In  this  respect  it  is  very  lite  Yalparaiso.  and  most  un- 
like La  Paz  and  Quito.  Fully  one  third,  or  about  forty 
thousand,  of  the  jxipuladon  of  Montevideo  are  foreigners. 
Then,  again,  the  appearance  of  tlie  city,  upon  landing  and 
travereiug  its  thoroughfares,  18  decidedly  strange,  la  fact,  it 
strongly  resembles  the  cities  of  northern  Italy.  My  botul  I 
find  on  a  corner  of  the  Grand  Phiza  next  the  cathedral, 
which  ia  a  very  large  edifice,  with  two  towers  and  a  huge 
dome  covered  with  green,  bine,  and  yellow  tiles.  In  one  of 
the  towers  is  a  line  clock,  which  strikes  the  hours,  halves, 
and  quarters,  and  whose  face  is  illumined  at  uigbt.  This 
clock  ha«  a  very  intelligible  as  well  as  agreeable  metliod  of 
aunonucing  the  time.     Just  before  the  hours,  eight  taits  aro 
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with  smooth,  reddish  gravel — as  if  the  citizens  had  become 
disgusted  with  the  attempt  to  make  anything  grow — all  very 
dreary  to  behold.  A  music  pavilion  is  placed  at  one  side. 
At  another  is  a  stand  of  European-looking  hackney-coaches, 
but  it  is  scarcely  ^necessary  to  employ  them,  as  tlie  tram  lines 
seem  to  gridiron  the  city.  Besides,  these  lines  are  so  cheap 
— from  two  to  seven  cents,  according  to  the  distance — as  to 
be  used  by  every  one.  The  cars,  I  obsenxd,  liad  been  made 
in  New  York.  There  are,  of  course,  a  number  of  other 
plazas  in  the  city —one,  that  of  the  Independencia,  being  very 
large,  and  laying  claim  to  the  boast,  not  wholly  peculiar  to 
Montevideo,  of  being  the  finest  square  in  South  America. 
On  one  side  is  the  Government  Building,  where  are  to  be 
found  the  offices  of  the  various  cabinet  ministers.  This 
plaza  was  not  in  good  order  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  I 
believe  the  plan  was  to  lay  it  out  in  lawn  and  flowers. 

One  afternoon  I  visited  the  Prado  or  Park,  a  great  pleas- 
ure-ground f(jr  the  people,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  bor- 
ders of  the  city.  The  road  to  this  park  passes  through  Paso 
Molino,  which  is  the  most  fashionable  suburb  of  Montevideo. 
Here  one  may  see  the  quintas,  or  country-houses,  of  the 
wealthy  oflicials  and  merchants,  single-story  buildings  of  the 
quaintest  architecture — one  of  them  resembles  a  great  burial 
vault  more  than  anything  else — embowered  in  gardens  of 
fruit-trees  and  beautiful  flowers,  with  artificial  concomitants 
of  statues,  fountains,  marble  settees,  and  gravel  walks.  In 
the  Prado  were  many  fine  trees  from  different  zones.  Espe- 
cially noticeable,  from  their  number  and  size,  were  the  euca- 
lypti. In  one  place  was  a  restaurant,  in  others  were  beer  and 
billiard  rooms,  shooting-galleries,  and  all  sorts  of  out-door 
games  for  youths.  In  a  grove,  with  seats  which  were  half 
filled  with  people,  the  music  of  the  Basques  (who  are  largely 
represented  in  the  population  of  Montevideo),  upon  flageolet 
and  dram,  was  in  progress,  and  frequently  these  people  per- 
form here  their  national  dance,  which  consists  largely  of  post- 
uring. Their  music  is  plaintive  and  sentimental  in  charac- 
ter.    On  festivals  this  park  is  crowded  with  people  from  the 
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city,  wlio  bring  provieions,  auJ  during  a  wliole  day  camp  in 
tnie  (ijpsy  style.  I  noticed  a  fuw  olegant  carriugca  of  for- 
eign owneraliip,  with  liveried  ooncliuien  u«d  footinvn,  bnt  tlio 
popular  mode  for  taking  air  and  exercise,  especially  for  g«n- 
tlomen,  appeared  to  ba  upon  borselwck. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  tliw  oirera-bouse,  a  large  Lnild- 
ing,  witb  a  [x>rtico  and  a  pair  of  oval  winga  of  very  im])o§tiig 
effect,  tlie  whole  occupying  an  entire  eqiiare.  Ouo  of  tbo 
wings  IB  devoted  to  a  large  billiard  and  liquor  Siilooii,  wbilo 
the  other  contains  the  National  Museum.  There  was  a  greut 
red  light  burning  at  the  apex  of  the  roof,  to  indicate  that 
opera  would  be  given  that  night,  the  light  being  omitted 
when  there  is  no  ojiera.  Inside,  on  the  SL-cond  floor,  is  a  fine 
largo /Viyr,  with  tables  and  chairs  for  those  who  wish  to  sit 
and  smoke  and  drink.  The  auditorium  is  rather  handsome, 
quite  an  oval  in  shape,  and  with  ita  Ave  tiers  of  boxes— like 
La   Scala  at  Milao^Prnameutod  in  white,  green,  red,  and 
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pacity  of  fonr  thousand,  and  was  well  filled.  The  ladies  almost 
all  wore  showy  hats,  with  colored  silk  dresses,  a  few  only 
were  clothed  in  black,  and  were  hatless.  While  speaking  of 
the  Montevideo  ladies,  I  might  mention,  for  the  benefit  of 
my  American  lady  readers,  that  short  dresses  are  worn  in  the 
streets — granting  a  liberal  display  of  very  small  and  high- 
heeled  French  boots — with  hats  and  without  cloaks,  and  that 
the  fashion  seems  to  run  altogether  to  the  bustle,  accompanied 
with  great  puffs  calculated  to  make  a  Japanese  girl  die  of 
envy.  (It  is  unnecessary  to  explain  that  this  very  ugly  cus- 
tom, this  actual  deformation  of  the  "  human  form  divine,"  is 
an  exaggerated  adaptation  from  the  Japanese.)  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  these  posterior  appendages  projecting  quite  two 
feet  from  the  body,  and  have  wondered  they  were  not  util- 
ized as  bundle  or  wrap  carriers.  Every  country,  however, 
has  its  own  standard  of  taste  and  fashion.  In  Valparaiso 
and  Santiago  it  is  the  spray  of  feathers  and  top-knot  of 
artificial  vegetation  which  marks  the  best  society ;  in  Mon- 
tevideo it  is  the  bustle,  which,  by  its  greater  or  lesser  super- 
ficial area,  dLstinguishes  the  patrician  from  the  plebeian.  The 
graceful  lace  mantilla,  with  the  dignified  black  embroidered 
crape  or  silk  shawl,  is  all  unknown,  the  most  extravagant 
French  fashions  having  taken  its  place.  The  men  show  no 
better  taste.  Just  at  this  period  it  is  a  question  whether 
they  are  endeavoring  to  trim  their  shoes  or  their  beards  to 
the  sharpest  point.  To  return  to  the  opera :  it  was  a  light, 
Offcnbachian  affair,  sung  by  a  Spanish  company,  accom- 
panied by  an  orchestra  of  thirty  instruments.  I  regret  that  I 
am  not  able  to  praise  any  of  the  vocal  or  instrumental  per- 
formers. As  I  passed  out,  a  curious  lattice-covered  box 
attracted  my  attention.  This,  I  was  informed,  was  set  apart 
for  the  use  of  persons  in  mourning,  who  might  wish  perhaps 
to  hear  an  opera,  without  being  seen  at  such  a  performance 
under  such  conditions.  It  is  a  custom  which,  it  seems  to  me 
would  be  in  great  danger  of  being  abused.  As  I  stood  by 
the  door  to  see  the  "  quality  "  pass,  General  Santos,  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  Republic,  was  pointed  out  to  me — a  very  small, 
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thin  man,  mth  a  bright,  intelligent  face,  (Ireseed  in  iiluiii  civil- 
ian clothes,  and  folldwed  by  an  euoruiaus  negro  orderly  in  fuU 
nniforra,  I  was  toid  that  the  general  was  probably  accom- 
panied by  half  a  duzen  detectives,  for  the  demon  of  osBaesioa- 
tion  always  hovers  over  the  South  American  republics. 

Sitting  in  my  room,  reading  and  resting  during  the  fol- 
lowing afternoon,  I  hear  the  sound  of  martial  mnsiC;,  and, 
opening  one  of  the  French  windows  and  stepjiing  out  into 
the  little  balcony,  I  see  a  re^ment  of  ITrnguayan  eoldiera 
pass  through  the  street.  First  came  a  company  of  bnglers, 
tlien  a  drum-corps,  then  a  large  brass  band  playing  a  lively 
qniekstep,  thou  the  colonel  and  mounted  staff,  and  then  six- 
teen companies  of  twelve  front  and  double  rank.  The  men 
did  not  have  a  veiy  njardal  bearing,  though  they  marched 
well,  and  performed  in  tolerable  fashion  the  few  evolntions 
requisite  to  pass  street  obstrnctions.  Tlieir  unifonn  was 
rather  peculiar.     It  consisted  of  a  red  fomge-cap,  a  sort  u£ 
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THE   METROPOLIS   OF   TUE   BIVEE   PLATE. 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  left  Montevideo  for  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  miles  distant,  in  a 
steamer  (of  some  five  hundred  odd  tons  burden)  of  a  line 
which  dispatches  a  boat  every  day  of  the  week,  save  Friday 
and  Saturday.  It  is  a  double-deck,  side- wheel,  two-pipe  ves- 
sel, and  seems  intended  to  carry  only  passengers  and  their 
personal  baggage.  We  were  about  fifty,  representing  a  fifth 
as  many  nationalities.  The  dinner  was  most  elaborate — at 
least  a  dozen  courses,  with  three  kinds  of  wine.  Li\'ing  in 
Montevideo  is  not  only  cheap  but  good.  At  the  hotel  at 
which  I  stayed,  one  of  the  best  though  not  the  largest  in  the 
city,  I  paid  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  day,  and  this  charge 
included  two  kinds  of  wine,  Spanish  and  French.  The 
rooms  were  well  furnished  and  admirably  kept,  the  table  was 
bounteously  supplied,  and  the  cooking  was  either  French  or 
Italian,  there  being  ordinarily  but  little  difference  in  these 
systems.  A  dozen  great  steamers  lay  in  the  offing,  as  we 
passed  out  and  headed  toward  the  west.  Montevideo  is  a 
place  of  great  commercial  activity.  I  noticed,  in  an  evening 
newspaper,  that  five  steamers  were  to  sail  and  four  expected 
to  arrive  that  day.  A  heavy  northerly  storm  of  wind,  rain, 
thunder,  and  lightning,  prevailed  throughout  the  night. 
This  "  Xorte,"  as  it  is  called,  is  a  very  depressing,  unwhole- 
some sort  of  wind,  whereas  the  "  Pampero,"  or  wind  from 
the  great  open  plains,  which  generally  blows,  is  very  cool, 
bracing,  and  healthy.  Ilence  the  title — Buenos  Ayres,  good 
air. 


153 


AROUXD  AXD.  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


At  daylight  we  Iiad  reached  the  roadstead,  and  could 
fairlj  see  the  city  through  the  gioom  of  fog  and  raJn.  The 
water  was  of  a  light  browE,  thick  and  dirty-looking.  There 
were  at  least  fifty  ships  at  anchor,  scattered  over  a  very  great 
extent  of  the  river.  Near  the  city,  where  we  anchored,  were 
a  few  steamers  and  veaeels  employed  in  the  great  up-country 
river  navigation.  So  shallow  is  the  Plata,  oppcmito  Baenoa 
Ayres,  that  occasionally,  when  it  is  especially  low,  the  sail- 
boats, in  landing  pafisengcrs  from  the  stearaers,  are  not  able 
to  reach  tlie  piere,  and  consequently  empty  their  huniaa 
freiglit  into  carts,  which,  in  turn,  bring  them  across  the  flats 
to  the  shore.  Cargo  from  small  river-vessels  ia  very  oftea 
landed  in  this  way,  and  I  have  seen  a  dosen  carts,  quite  half 
a  mile  from  sbtire,  with  the  water  no  higher  than  their  axle- 
trees.  Tlie  odd  appearance  of  these  carts,  with  their  huge 
wheels,  circular  roofs,  and  tandem  teams,  driving  about 
among  the  shipping  in  the  roadstead,  may  be  imagined.     In 


1 
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Its^hzxi  felucca^  into  which  I  had  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
and  some  danger  (owing  to  the  high  sea  and  strong  tide), 
thrown  first  my  baggage  and  then  myself.  At  the  custom- 
house the  inspection  is  over  in  a  moment,  and  I  follow  por- 
ters with  my  baggage  to  the  "  Hotel  Provence,''  only  two 
blocks  distant.  I  find  it  to  be  a  good  hostelry,  kept  in  the 
French  style,  as  I  had  inferred  from  its  name. 

The  streets  and  sidewalks  of  Buenos  Ayres  are  all  narrow, 
badly  paved,  and  dirty — in  these  respects  diflFering  from  the 
neighboring  capital  of  Uruguay.  They  have  a  curious  meth- 
od of  naming  the  streets  in  Buenos  Ayres.  A  street  about 
the  center  of  the  city,  running  east  and  west,  forms  a  divid- 
ing line  from  which  the  streets  running  north  and  south  take 
different  names,  and  from  which  the  numbers  also  begin  and 
run  in  opposite  directions.  The  east  and  west  streets  have 
but  a  single  name.  Among  the  streets  I  notice  the  name 
"  United  States " ;  and  in  Montevideo  there  is  one  called 
"  New  York."  The  names  of  no  other  foreign  countries  and 
cities  being  thus  represented,  we  have  a  right,  I  suppose,  to 
feel  highly  complimented.  There  seem  to  be  few  hand- 
some public  buildings  in  Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  a  great  com- 
mercial mart,  and  its  citizens  seem  wholly  given  to  business. 
The  numl)er  of  stores  and  the  variety  and  elegance  of  the 
goods  displayed  are  astonishing.  The  retail  shops  of  the 
street  called  P'lorida  have  a  true  Parisian  splendor.  Many 
of  them  are  small,  and  devoted  to  a  special  product  or  arti- 
cle for  which  you  would  think  there  would  be  sufficient  de- 
mand only  in  a  large  city  like  Paris  or  Vienna.  On  the 
other  hand,  entire  streets,  as  with  us  at  home,  are  sometimes 
devoted  to  certain  classes  of  business.  Thus,  the  first  street 
running  along  the  river  is  monopolized  by  the  customs  and 
port  offices,  and  stores  connected  with  shipping  interests. 
The  next  may  be  said  to  be  the  street  of  banks,  brokers,  and 
insurance  companies.  Here  is  situated  the  Exchange,  a  fine 
large  building  erected  in  1883,  in  which  the  Argentine  "bulls 
and  bears  "  wrangle  in  just  the  same  fashion  as  their  brother 
fauna  do  in  New  York  or  London.     The  next  street  is  that 
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Kf  stationers  and  la\vyers.     Then  come  tlie   ghops  of  tbe 

Tlorida,  which  street  is  also  tbe  afternoon  resort  of  beauty 

(nd  fas-hiou.     Next  to  tlorida  ia  Maypn,  the  street  of  whole- 

lale  mcrcbante,  and  then  EEmeraldas,  where  are  many  thea- 

c-halls,  skating-riiike,  ehooting-galleries,  ball-rooms, 

Bnd  beer-gardens,     Buenos  Ayree  is  even  more  of  a  oosmo- 

liolitan  city  than  Montevideo,  about  half  of  its  population 

iL'ing  Europeans  by  birth.     You  hear  French,  German,  Ital- 

,  and  En^liiili  spoken  almost  as  much  ae  Spanish.     Opera- 

Itouses,  hotels,  cafes,  restaurants,  and  clubs  of  different  na- 

raalities  vie  witli  each  other.     Tlie  "  Stranger's  Guide"  to 

jenoa  AyvQs  is  published  in  four  languages.     The  popula- 

m  ia  put  down  at  four  hundred  thousand,  thus  making  it 

IliG  largest  city   in  the  southern   hemisphere,   Kio  Janeiro 

pending  second. 

The  principal  public  square — the  Plaza  de  la  Victoria — 
k  about  eight  acres  in  extent,  and  is  situated  near  the  center 
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very  like  that  at  Montevideo.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Vic- 
toria  Plaza  is  a  hu^e  two-story  and  Mansard-roof  building — 
about  the  only  really  handsome  building  in  Buenos  Ayres — 
which  contains  in  one  wing  the  government-house,  in  the 
other  the  post-office,  while  in  the  center  is  the  grand  entrance 
to  the  custom-house.  It  is  wholly  a  modem  style  of  building. 
On  the  south  side  is  Congress  Hall,  and  the  rest  of  this  street 
is  filled  with  very  inferior  one  and  two  story  shops,  which 
spoil  the  general  effect  of  the  square.  On  the  remaining 
side,  the  west,  are  the  Town  Hall  and  police  department. 
The  Town  Hall  has  ratlier  a  fine  lofty  clock-tower ;  of  the 
police  headquarters  nothing  favorable  can  be  said.  While 
criticising  so  harshly  the  public  buildings  of  so  large  and 
wealthy  a  city,  I  ought  to  mention  that  while  Buenos  Ayres 
is  to  remain  the  capital  of  the  nation,  the  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince of  the  same  name  has  been  removed  to  La  Plata,  a  city 
forty  miles  to  the  soutlieast,  where  a  number  of  governmental 
buildiugs,  in  the  most  lavish  style  of  modem  architecture, 
are  in  progress  of  erection. 

The  liecoleta,  or  public  cemetery,  is  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  the  city.  There  is  an  elaborate  gateway  prefaced 
by  some  pretty  gardens,  but  inside  are  only  a  few  cypress- 
trees,  and  monuments  set  in  rectangular  rows  and  so  close 
together  that  the  place  has  quite  the  look  of  a  stone-cutter's 
display-yard.  Why  the  citizens  of  Buenos  Ayres  could  not 
take  thrice  the  amount  of  land,  and  lay  it  out  with  trees 
and  lawns  and  flowers,  and  neat  gravel  walks,  I  can  not  com- 
]>rehend.  Such  a  style  of  graveyard  as  our  Greenwood,  or 
Cypress  Hills,  or  Woodlawn,  does  not  exist  in  all  South 
America.  The  people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  unlike  those  of 
Montevideo  and  the  west  coast,  do  not  employ  mural  burial 
to  any  extent.  Here  the  popular  style  of  interment  is  either 
in  vaults  below  the  surface,  or  in  marble  tombs  just  above  it. 
In  either  case  there  is  generally  a  more  or  less  ornamental 
stnicture,  fitted  up  with  a  miniature  altar,  and  filled  with 
wreaths,  inscriptions,  cards,  and  other  touching  tokens.  The 
door  is  usually  of  latticed  iron,  and  the  coffins  may  plainly 
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n  lying  iipmi  iron  gratings  at  each  eide,  or  below,  in  a 
|uilt. 

J[any  fine  country  residences  are  seen  on  the  outskirts  of 
Buenos  AvTL'S.  Oue  that  I  visited,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Ity,  belongs  to  a  wealthy  native  merchant.  The  house  is  a  very 
■ge  one,  sninptiioiisly  famished,  and  from  ita  lofty  tower  a 
Bidely  extended  view  of  city,  country,  and  river  may  be  ob- 
■ined.  The  grounds  fill  an  entire  and  very  large  stjuare, 
lid  are  surrounded  by  a  high  brick  wall.  Here  are  gardens 
Borthy  of  Versailles  or  Fontainebleau,  Nature  aTid  art  are 
l>mbiued  to  the  best  effect.  Both  temperate  and  serai-tropic 
l»n(!S  are  represented,  and  grottoes,  summer-houses,  marble 
Batues,  urns,  foontiiins,  arbors,  and  conservatories  abound. 
1  one  place  is  a  splendid  avenue  lined  with  the  ever-pict- 
Iresque  eoeoa  palm.  At  another  spot  a  huge  old  pine-tree 
Tipports  near  itd  crown  a  pretty  Iwlvidere,  reached  by  a 
(tiral  stairc^ose.     There  are  rich  orchards,  attractive  flower- 
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which  was  a  brother  of  tlie  famous  tragedian  Ernesto  Rossi ; 
and  in  a  fourth  a  grand  symphony  concert,  with  an  orches- 
tra of  seventy  "  professionals,"  as  the  bills  styled  the  musi- 
cians. The  orchestra  were  seated  upon  an  ample  stage,  and 
gave,  with  good  expression,  selections  from  Massenet,  Saint- 
Saens,  Rameau,  Wagner,  Weber,  and  Liszt,  together  with  an 
overture  and  a  march  of  mediocre  merit  by  the  band-leader. 
The  theatres  have  an  average  seating  capacity  of  three  thou- 
sand ;  while  the  Politeano  Argentino,  constructed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  serve  for  a  circus  as  well  as  theatre,  will  hold 
nearly  five  thousand  persons.  But  Buenos  Ayres  is  to  have 
a  still  larger  theatre,  and  at  a  cost  of  three  million  dollars. 
It  is  to  cover  thirteen  thousand  square  metres,  and  will  accom- 
modate six  thousand  spectators.  Its  stage  is  to  be  larger  than 
that  of  La  Scala. 

Of  course,  I  paid  a  vi.dt  to  the  new  capital  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Buenos  Ayres,  La  Plata,  forty  miles  from  the  city, 
and  near  the  great  river,  with  which  it  is  to  be  connected  by 
a  ship-canal.  I  went  by  a  good  railway,  over  a  perfectly  flat 
and  well-cultivated  country,  a  great  part  of  the  distance  in  " 
full  view  of  the  river.  Tlie  cars  were  of  the  American  pat- 
tern, with  the  exception  that  there  was  a  central  partition  in 
each  car.  A  door  in  every  partition,  however,  pennitted  con- 
tinuous communication  throughout  the  train.  The  railway- 
station  at  La  Plata  is  an  enormous  three  story  structure,  with 
a  great  Mansard  roof .  The  new  city  is  laid  out  in  chess- 
board fashion,  though  it  is  also  provided  with  boulevards 
diagonally  cutting  through  it  from  angle  to  angle,  and  with 
several  plazas  and  a  large  park.  It  was  only  founded  three 
years  before  my  visit,  but  already  boasted  a  population  of 
thirty- five  thousand.  The  public  buildings — few  of  which 
were  then  completed — are  on  a  very  grandiose  scale,  three 
stories  in  height,  elaborately  ornamented,  and  standing  in 
great  gardens  surrounded  by  lofty  iron  railings.  One  finds 
there  all  the  public  buildings  necessary  for  a  great  munici- 
pality, such  as  a  government  palace,  palace  of  justice,  of 
the  police,  a  national  bank,  a  jail,  library,  museum,  astro- 
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pioniical  and  meteorological  obeervatoiy,  and  splendid  resi- 
jdences  for  tlie  ministers  and  otEcera  of  the  government. 
The  iiitiseiim  is  at  present  located  in  the  great  bank  building. 
tt  contains  a  complete  cullection  of  Patagonian  ethnography, 
land  a  very  line  assortment  of  South  American  osteology. 
The  public  buildings  of  La  Plata,  when  completed,  will  do 
Bionor  to  any  capital,  though  I  ought  to  add  that  they  are  all 
Ijf  brick  and  stucco,  while  the  greater  number  of  the  dwell- 

s  are  of  wood.  The  port  of  the  new  city  will  cost,  when 
Jfiuished,  fifteen  million  dollars,  and  will  be  much  more  serv- 
Kceable  tlian  anything  near  Buenos  Ayres, 

The  pampas,  or  ]ilain  regions  of  the  Argentine  Republic, 
|emhraee  an  area  nearly  two  thousand  miles  in  length  and 

i  Imndretl  in  width.  They  rise  from  the  east  almost  im- 
Iperceptibly,  in  a  series  of  terraces,  till  one  reaches  the  slopes 
pf  the  Andes.  It  is  known  that  the  sea  was  once  over  all 
uf  the  continent ;  for  nniier  tlie  Hirface  soil  ihere 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

TOWARD  THE   HEART   OF   THE   CONTINENT. 

Among  many  wonders  of  nature  in  the  Argentine  Re- 
public, 1  saw  an  especially  interesting  geological  phenome- 
non. It  was  a  great  rocking-stone — perhaps  the  largest  in 
the  world — three  miles  from  Tandil,  a  small  village,  which 
may  be  reached  by  railway,  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
south  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  giant,  mushroom-shaped  quartz 
bowlder  stands  upon  the  summit  of  some  picturesque  hills, 
perhaps  a  thousand  feet  in  height.  It  weighs  over  seven 
hundred  tons,  and  is  so  nicely  poised  that  it  rocks  in  the 
wind,  and  may  be  made  to  crack  a  walnut.  Yet  tliis  bowl- 
der is  so  firm  that  one  of  the  old  dictators,  Rosas  by  name, 
once  harnessed  a  thousand  horses  to  it,  and  was  unable  to  dis- 
place it.  There  are,  of  course,  many  such  rocking-stones 
scattered  about  the  world,  though  I  know  of  none  nearly  so 
large.  The  smaller  ones  are  not  less  interesting.  In  New 
York  State  are  two,  one  near  the  town  of  Monticello,  of  about 
forty  tons,  and  the  other  in  Salem,  of  over  eighty  tons.  The 
fonner  is  nearly  as  romid  as  an  orange,  and  so  nicely  bal- 
anced upon  a  table  of  stone  that  a  child,  by  pushing  against 
either  of  two  sides,  can  rock  it  back  and  forth ;  yet  the 
strength  of  a  hundred  men  without  levers  or  other  appli- 
ances, would  be  insufficient  to  dislodge  it  from  its  position. 
Its  body  is  composed  of  a  somewhat  loose  and  soft  sandstone, 
in  which  are  imbedded  numberless  round  and  flinty  pebbles, 
of  a  diamond-like  hardness.  In  the  valley  where  it  is  situ- 
ateil  it  is  the  solitary  specimen  of  its  class,  "Whence  came 
this  wanderer,  and  how  i     The  other  great  rock  stands  two 
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■eet  from  the  gruuad,  on  stilts  compoeed  of  ttree  Bmall 
■totnted  rocks  of  a  difTerent  formatiou,  aod  thongh  easily 
Inoved  to  and  fro,  hy  the  applicution  of  a  man's  mascular 
ltreii(;;th,  can  not  ha  overturned  or  removed  from  its  base. 
jThe  attempt  was  vainly  made  \iy  meane  of  two  liiiudred  oxen 
tokud  together  and  hitched  to  its  massy  bulk.  All  these 
fcowlders  were  undi'ubtedly  so  placed  by  glacial  action — thet 
(,  by  the  melting  of  tlie  ice ;  or  else  the  glaciers  of  ages  ago, 
Biaving  tossed  these  rocks  about,  like  playthings,  have  finally 
pepusited  them  in  the  extraordinary  positions  in  which  we 
|iow  find  them. 

Oil  Oetolier  18tli  I  left  Buenoe  AjTes  for  Asuncion,  the  i 
tapital  of  Faraguiiy,  in  a  Brazilian  steamer  of  about  one 
llioiisaud  tons  burden.  It  was  one  of  a  line  which  dispatches  ! 
Ine  steamer  a  month  to  Asuncion,  and  thence  to  Curuaiba,  i 
nineteen  hundred  and  eifthty-eix  miles,  where  it  connects  with 
Ti  smaller  steamer  for  C'nyabA,  twenty-tive  hundred  and  three 
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the  bank  and  at  short  piers  were  more  steamers  and  many 
sailing-vessels.  The  prevailing  style  of  the  river-vessels  ap- 
pears to  be  a  sort  of  brigantine,  with  light  spars,  and 
of  these  there  is  a  very  great  number.  With  their  line 
lines,  tall,  raking  masts,  white  hulks,  and  great  spread  of  can- 
vas, they  resemble  yachts  more  than  merchantmen.  When 
sailing  on  the  wind,  with  four  jibs,  three  square  sails,  and 
three  try-sails  set,  they  present  a  very  trim  and  pretty  ap- 
pearance. I  go  on  shore  and  walk  through  the  principal 
streets.  The  wharves  are  covered  with  merchandise,  which 
is  being  transported  to  town  in  great  two-wheeled  carts. 
These  are  drawn,  in  a  most  primitive  fashion,  by  a  single 
horse  which  is  not  harnessed  by  means  of  traces  and  shafts, 
but  is  simply  secured  by  his  girth  to  a  great  pole.  He  car- 
ries a  sort  of  bag  saddle,  with  one  very  long  stirmp,  the 
rider  half  facing  the  cart,  and  the  horse,  especially  in  start- 
ing, getting  a  strong  side  pull.  I  did  not  think  that  a  horse 
could  draw  half  so  great  a  load  in  this  manner  as  by  a  collar, 
but  was  surprised  to  find  I  had  mistaken.  It  is  much  se- 
verer work,  however,  and  wears  the  animal  out  much  earlier. 
In  the  center  of  the  Grand  Plaza  is  a  lofty  marble  shaft, 
with  a  figure  of  Victory  atop,  and  at  the  base  four  life-size 
statues  of  Argentine  heroes — soldiers  and  statesmen.  It  was 
erected  in  1883,  and  is  a  fine  piece  of  work  from  an  artistic 
standpoint.  The  plaza  is  adorned  with  a  double  row  of  aca- 
cias. 

Leaving  Rosario,  we  find  the  banks  of  the  river  altogether 
uninteresting,  being  generally  low  upon  the  eastern  side,  and 
with  bluffs,  sometimes  a  hundred  feet  high,  upon  the  west- 
em.  The  river  averages  two  miles  in  width,  with  a  current 
of  about  four  miles  an  hour.  The  channel  is  very  tortuous. 
First  we  skirt  one  bank,  and  then  the  opposite,  frequently 
approaching  within  thirty  feet  of  the  shore.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  we  go  at  full  speed  all  night,  except  when  the 
weather  is  thick  or  foggy,  when  we  anchor.  Our  speed  is 
about  ten  knots  an  hour.  The  river  contains  many  small  isl- 
ands covered  with  tall  grass  and  green  shrubbery.  On  the 
11 
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}  banks  poplars  and  willows  are  often  to  be  seen,  and  occa 

I  BionaU}^  peach  and  other  fruit  treoa,  with  great  farm-house 

I  in  the  distance.    We  next  stopped  at  the  jx>rt  of  Parana,  t! 

I  <aty  lying  apon  a  liigli  bluff,  about  two  miles  distant,  ao^ 

being  readied  by  tramway.     At  the  port,  where  we  receive( 

OD  board  some  flour  and  biscuit,  were   ouly   the  custom* 

hotise,  a  hotel,  and  tlie  station  of  tbe  tram-cars.     A  score  of 

sailing-vessels  were  loading  or  discharging  at  tlie  wharves, 

and  a  large  steamer  was  just  leaying  for  liueuos  AjTes.     As 

we  went  on,  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  was  soon  upon  oar 

left.     Thifi  contains  a  great  number  of  agricaltnral  colonies, 

I  Bome  of  them  reaching  to  the  river-bank.     The  voloniet^  are 

I  meetly  Germane  and  SwisH,  while  Gtill  farther  to  the  nonli- 

Iwest  are  many  Italians.     The  Argentine  Rcpnblic  receives 

I  more  iramigranffi  from    Europe  than  ail  the   other   South 

\  American  countries.     Lately  the  rate  of  immigration  has 

been  two  hundred  thousand  annually.     I  may  add  that  thuj 

enterprising  republic  has  doubled  its  commerce  in  iive  year 

and  its  wealth  in  ten.     Its  great  vitality  and  growth  lie  in 

tlie  fertility  and  cheapness  of  the  soil  and  in  the  niultiplict 

I  -^OQ  of  numbore,  Iwtb  of  human  beings  and  tbe  lower  i 

pvuls. 

The  ne^t  day  we  reached  the  town  of  Goya,  six  Lnndrc 
J  seventy-six  miles  from  Buenos  Ayros.     Tbe  weather  w 
willing  qnito  warm  and  tJie  grass,  elirube^  and  willows  v 
{place  to  ferns,  oranges,  wild  eugai^ane,  i 
I  ijiproached  tho  tropics.    The  trees  were  i 
}  In  dpnflity  of  foliage,  and  there  was  ala 
kittle.     The  smooth  bluffi 
( rata,  exactly  as  they  weri 
ii:  swept  over  all  this  r 
upon  layer,  as  far  b£  thi 
<-<.-.ii  IfiMking  on  the  sandfl 
>i>!ieii.    Opposite  Ooya  1 
•jue  Ucpublic,  styled  tbt 
iug  to  be  settlL-d,  thon^ 
full  'if  Mirage  J 
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Corrientes,  eight  liundred  and  thirty-two  miles,  was  ona 
our  next  atops.  Vessele  drawing  as  much  as  ten  feet  can 
ui>  thus  far.  Four  days  from  Buenoe  Ayres  we  entered  the 
Paraguay,  a  river  about  a  rai'Ie  in  width,  with  higher  and 
drier  baiiks  than  tlie  Paraud,  though  with  quite  as  tortnous 
a  channel.  Near  the  moutli  of  tlie  great  river  Vennejo, 
which  comes  into  the  Paraguay  from  Bolivia,  was  an  Argen- 
tine sub-prefecture  of  police,  where  was  stationed  a  battalion 
of  troops,  with  a  email  gunboat  anchored  near  hy.  TJ 
the  right  we  now  had  the  Republic  of  Paraguay.  Very  mi 
ciTTKlotfiy  or  floating  islands  of  water-plants,  passed  ue,  vojJ^ 
aging  slowly  down  the  stream.  The  banks  are  being  con- 
stantly undermined  and  broken  off  liy  the  cnrrent  and  wind 
— and  thus  are  launched  ihe  eameli'tes.  The  country  be- 
comes more  undulating,  and  is  covered  with  forest  or  swamp. 
The  heat  is  vcrj'  great  during  the  day,  the  mosquitoes  very 
annoying  during  the  night.  The  alligators  increase  in 
number,  and  are  Hiipplomeuted  by  carpinchos,  or  river-hogs. 
About  noon  on  the  24lh,  on  suddenly  turning  a  bend  in 
the  river,  I  saw  before  me  the  city  of  Asuncion,  the  capital 
of  Paraguay,  a  plain  town  of  single-story  buildings,  the  only 
conspicuous  editice  being  the  palace  of  Lopez  (the  famons 
Paragnayan  general  and  President),  torn  witJi  shot  and  shell 
jnat  as  it  was  left  by  the  Brazilian  fleet  fifteen  years  before. 
We  passed  some  batteries  and  the  arwnal,  and  saw  behind 
them  a  large  hospital.  Abreast  of  the  city  was  a  large^ 
double-turreted  Brazilian  ironclad,  whose  sailors,  as  we  came 
to  anchor,  manned  her  yards  and  cheered  out  of  compliment 
to  the  President  of  Matto-Grosso,  whom  we  had  on  board. 
There  were  but  two  or  three  vessels,  savo  a  dozen  very  small 
craft,  in  the  roadstead  or  large  sort  of  bay  connecting  with 
I  the  river.  The  Paraguay  itself  seemed  to  be  altont  a  mile 
I  wide,  the  opposite  shores  being  low  and  level,  and  consisting 
I  moetly  of  meadow-land.  To  the  north  heautifnl  green  hills 
stretched  away,  ridge  behind  ridge :  to  the  south,  npoa  a 
promioent  knoll,  was  a  cemetery.  The  city  before  us  bore  a 
t  woe  begone  aspect,  the  buildings  seemed  all  dilapidated. 
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vr  half-liuilt,  aud  scarctlj'  any  people  appeared.  Evidently 
Asuncion  baa  not  revived  since  tlie  late  terriljlo  war.  Oor 
inclior  was  dropped  jnst  six  days  from  tlie  time  of  leaving 
Bnenos  AjTes.  Aj;  I  landed  upon  one  of  the  three  short 
pieTB,  a  shower  of  tropical  violence  descended,  and  the  streeta 
were  at  once  tnmed  into  rivers.  The  palace  of  Lopez,  which 
Mmniands  an  extensive  view,  is  in  a  very  good  style  of  archi- 
tecture, three  stories  in  height,  with  a  lofty  s^nare  tower  and 
^nd  pillared  entrance.  The  lower  story  is  of  cut  stone,  the 
two  upper  of  stuccoed  brick.  It  has  apparently  been  allowed 
to  go  alt<^ethor  to  decay.  The  walla  are  blackened,  no  eashee 
511  the  window  openings,  and  in  one  qnita  a  large  bush  is 
rigorously  growing.  In  front  of  the  palace,  and  almost 
toDching  it,  are  rows  of  raieerable  mad- plastered  and  grass- 
thatched  huts — a  Bu^estive  contrast  indeed.  I  had  no  diffi- 
culty with  the  costom-house  officials,  and  found  qiiartctB 
U  the  "  Hotel   HisDano-Aniericano."  a  crandioee  &tniclure 
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Ing  to  the  season.  Foot  horses  are  necessary  to  draw  even 
a  small,  two-wheeled  cart  with  u  light  load.  The  sidewalks 
are  very  narrow  and  of  brick.  They  strive  to  keep  the  level, 
and  this  makes  steps  frequently  necessary  at  the  comer  croBS- 
ings.  The  houses  are  painted  white,  yellow,  green,  or  pink, 
which  always  makes  a  street  scene  a  picturesqne  one.  All 
Uie  windows  have  heavy  iron  gratings  and  green  jalonsies. 
The  gronud  upon  which  thu  city  is  built  is  not  (inly  undu- 
lating, but  sweeps  rjuite  steeply  back  toward  the  east.  This 
topography  ncceBsitates  a  series  of  stone  terraces  in  many  of 
the  streets.  The  city  is  laid  out  in  ehesa-hoard  fasliion,  with 
an  avenne  in  the  center,  called  Calle  Independencia  Nacional, 
running  from  east  to  west,  from  which,  as  in  Buenos  Ajres, 
the  numbers  of  the  houses  divcrgingly  increase,  and  each 
street  running  north  and  south  has  two  names.  The  city  is 
poorly  lighted  by  kerosene-lamps,  which  are  bracketed  upon 
the  houses.  A  tramway  extends  from  the  landing-place  up 
through  two  of  the  principal  streets  and  ont  to  the  northern 
Bitbnrbe.  The  telephone  is  largely  used,  the  posts  for  tlie 
wires  being  the  trunks  of  palm-trees,  which  will  last  thirty 
years  or  more.  A  telegraph  connects  Asuncion  with  Buenos 
Ayres,  as  do  also  two  lines  of  weekly  and  two  of  monthly 
steamers.  There  are  three  daily  newspapers  published  in 
Asuncion,  at  ten  cents  a  copy.  Of  the  city  in  genera!  it 
may  be  said  that  it  presents  a  semi-Oriental  and  semi-raediie- 
val  appearance.  Palms  and  bananas  and  other  tropical  trees 
and  various  flowers  abound.  Cut  you  meet  few  people  in 
the  grass-grown  streets,  and  these  are  mostly  women— the 
male  population  having  been  nearly  annihilated  in  the  disas- 
trous war  with  Brazil,  which  lasted  five  years,  and  terminated 
in  1870.  The  census  shows  that  the  women  actually  out- 
number the  men  six  to  one.  It  is  like  a  deserted  city,  deso- 
late, noiseless,  and  sad.  Yet  it  must  rise  again  ;  its  situation  is 
f^ood,  the  surrounding  country  is  fertile  and  beautiful,  and 
the  dimate  is  healthy  and  enjoyable.  Tlie  public  buildings 
arc  few  and  not  specially  noteworthy,  except  perhaps  the 
oldest.     I  have  already  s^>okeu  of  the  palace  of  Lopejt.     Tlie 
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town-tall  is  a  two-slory,  arclied,  and  corridoretl  building,  con- 
taining tlie  halls  of  Coiigresa  and  the  offices  of  the  President 
and  ministtrs.  The  custom-Iioiifle,  without  being  an  espe- 
cialij  fine  building,  is  well  adapted  to  ito  parpow,  and  tlio 
same  may  be  said  of  the  railway-station  of  the  only  railway 
in  Paraguay,  that  which  nine  to  the  town  of  Paragnari, 
about  fifty  miles  to  the  eastward.  Lopez  intended  to  have 
built  a  handsome  large  opera-hoiise  of  modern  style,  which 
should  occupy  an  entire  square ;  but  it  never  got  beyond  the 
first  story,  as  it  now  stands,  a  melancholy  ruin. 

I  attended  mass  one  morning  at  the  cathedral,  a  very 
large  old  edifice,  with  two  towers.  Tho  altar  was  ablaze 
with  candles,  arranged  in  omamontal  deifigns,  gi^'ing  it 
Bomewbat  the  appearance  of  a  set  piece  of  (ire-works.  A 
large  congregation  was  present,  and  among  tliem  were  a  few 
Sisters  of  Charity  and  two  schools  of  children  under  their 
obarge,  the  one  of  girls  dressed  all  in  white  with  white  veiU 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

A  COUNTEY   OF   WOMEN. 

The  largest  market  of  the  city  occupies  an  entire  square. 
The  dealers  are  all  women.  I  found  the  outer  corridor  filled 
with  the  wares,  spread  upon  the  floor,  of  those  who  could 
afford  to  pay  only  a  small  rent.  Inside  were  rows  of  tables, 
and  benches,  and  racks.  Between  the  corridor  and  the  in- 
terior was  a  series  of  small  shops  of  miscellaneous  merchan- 
dise. The  market  was  well  supplied.  The  river  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  fish ;  a  great  variety  of  vegetables  are  cul- 
tivated in  the  immediate  neighborhood ;  various  kinds  of 
meat  are  raised  on  the  best  cattle-farms  of  the  interior ;  and 
fruit  grows  everywhere  wild  and  in  profusion.  The  wom- 
en had  for  sale  also  heaps  of  bread,  dishes  of  butter, 
piles  of  white  cheese,  cream  in  stone  jugs,  maize,  bouquets, 
and  native  beer,  made  from  sugar-cane,  in  mugs.  The  mar- 
ket was  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  women  traders  and 
their  customers,  also  women.  The  chatter  and  chaffering 
were  almost  deafening.  Outside,  one  flank  of  the  whole 
road  was  blocked  with  other  venders,  their  wares  spread  be- 
fore tliem  on  mats  upon  the  ground,  the  scant  portions  of 
food  offered  for  sale,  and  the  small  coins  displayed,  betoken- 
ing the  simplicity  of  habits  as  well  as  the  poverty  of  the 
common  people.  In  Asuncion  the  market-women  have  no 
carts  or  carriers  whereby  to  send  purchases  home.  The  pur- 
chaser must  take  his  basket,  pan,  pail,  or  paper  with  him. 
Large  pans  seemed  to  be  the  favorite  utensil,  and  these,  filled 
with  the  marketing  for  the  day,  or  often  for  several  days, 
the  women  gracefully  carry  poised  upon  their  heads,  a  hand- 
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IkercLitf  sXoae  interveniug.  Everything  is  carried  in  this 
I  manner,  and  always  without  a  spill — huge  baskets  of  eggs,  a 
I  closed  umbrella,  great  jars  of  water,  and  likewise  empty  jais. 
I  These  last  are  frequently  borne  in  a  very  coquettish  manner, 
Irestiug  securely  at  an  angle  of  fortj-fivo  degrees.  The  hands 
■  employed  to  steady  anything  conveyed  upon  the 
|head.  It  is  otherwise  in  Egypt  and  India,  where  one  hand 
r  both  are  in  frequent  requisition.  The  middle  and  lower 
Iclass  women  all  w;ilk  barefooted,  and  this  carrying  of  heavy 
I  weights  upon  the  head  greatly  strengthens  the  epine,  and 
Igives  thera  tlic  e^me  graceful  carriage  for  which  the  Hindoo 
I  women  are  famous. 

The  women  of  Asuncion  generally  dress  in  white  or 
I  light-colored  skirts,  and  a  chemise  neatly  embroidered  with 
llace  and  cat  very  low  upon  the  boeom.  These  are  their  sole 
Igarmenta  within-doors,  the  climate  being  warm  and  equable. 
IFor  the  street,  a  loose  wliite  cotton  scarf  is  added,  and  this  is 
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Pfoot.     In  Paraguay,  as  in  Bui-mali,  a!!  ages  and  both 

are  constant  emokera.     When  tlie  cigar  is  not  uligltt, 

are  bnsy  chewing  the  end.     A  small,  coarse  roll  of  nativo 

tobacco  is  need,  and  as  tbo  cigars  thus  mannfactured  are  not 

1  well  made,  they  seem  most  of  the  time  to  be  extingnished. 

'  It  took  me  quite  a  while  to  get  need  to  the  Bpectacle  of  a 

'  pretty  girl  smoking  a  great  cigar  an  inch  in  diameter.     So 

I  few  men  are  seen  in  Paraguay  that  I  had  almost  forgotten  to 

B|)eak  of  them,  and  in  fact  have  very  little  to  say  concerning 

I  them.     Though  small,  they  generally  possess  a  fine  muscular 

development.     They  are  lazy,  but  splendid  horsemen.     The 

true  native  wears  a  white  shirt,  and  baggy  trousers,  with  a 

gay-colored  sash  and  felt  sombrero,  and  he  goes  barefoot. 

I  have  hitherto  been  speaking  of  the  majority.     Others,  and 

of  course  the  upper  and  traveled  classes,  imitate  Europeans 

both  in  dress  and  in  manners.     Among  the  Paraguayans, 

Indian  blood  seems  to  predominate  to  a  greater  degree  tlian 

among  any  of  the  other  Spanish-Araerican  nations, 

The  iuHuence  of  climate  in  forming  the  habits  of  a  na- 
tion may  bo  daily  observed  in  Asuncion.     From  five  until 
I  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  streets  are  full  of  people 
[  marketing,  but  from  noon  till  2  p.  m,  you  may  traverse  the 
[  city  from  end  to  end  and  not  meet  a  score  of  inhabitants.     It 
I  is  the  hour  of  the  sUsfa,  the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  and  the 
r  people  are  either  breakfasting,  reading,  writing,  resting, 
I  most  probably  taking  a  nap.     This  h  a  universal  custom, 
I  which  the  foreign  resident  and  the  visitor  easily  surrender. 
Excepting  sniall  copper  coins,  the  only  currency  at  pres- 
it  in  cirenlation   in   Piiraguay  is  paper.     The  printing  on 
the  face  of  this  very  confidently  demands  the  Bank  of  Para- 
guay to  pay  the  bearer  for  each  paper  dollar  one  "  hard  "  or 
silver  dollar ;  but  you  will  soon  tind,  in  seeking  change  or 
making  a  purchase,  that  this  paper  money  is  at  a  deprecia- 
tion of  twenty-tive  per  cent.     Tiiis,  however,  is  better  than 
in  the  Argentine  llepnblic,  whose  paper  currency  is  worth 
L  bat  fifty-live  cents  on  the  dollar. 

The  Recoleta  is  the  largest  cemetery  of  Asuncion.    It  i| 
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situated  about  three  mi'lee  to  tfae  north  of  tlie  city,  and 
readied  by  a  mule  tramway.  The  road  led  through  Iob 
lines  of  orange  and  lemon  trees,  loaded  down  with  rich  goli 
CD  frnit  of  great  size.  There  were  also  many  palms  and  b 
nanas,  and  near  the  few  bamboo  and  mud  huts  which  v 
pasBed  were  gardens  of  beautiful  flowora^ileandere,  rose 
pinks,  daisies,  and  gay-leaved  plants  in  |>rofu6iou.  I  wi 
greatly  surprised  at  the  number  of  people,  most  of  thei 
women  and  clothed  in  the  deepest  mourning,  going  in  tl 
Hune  direction.  There  were  also  several  small  processioi 
of  what  seemed  to  be  ftmilies,  following  great  black  woode 
crucifixes.  I  supposed  it  to  be  some  church  anniversary,  bt 
was  hardly  pi-e|>ared  for  the  sight  which  met  my  eyes  o 
reaching  the  Itecoleta.  On  either  side  of  the  entrance  wei 
a  dozen  women  ranged  in  a  row,  and  selling  bread,  swee 
meats,  fruits,  flowers,  and  liquors.  The  burial  inclosnre 
filled  with  black  wooden  crosses  and  mnnl  tombs,  a  few  ( 
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were  some  half-dozen  priests  going  about  from  tomb  to 
tomb,  followed  by  bands  of  music  embracing  violin,  clario- 
net, flute,  and  trumpet.  These  musicians  accompanied  the 
priests  in  their  drowsy  mutterings.  A  black  cloth,  marked 
with  a  gilt  cross,  would  be  thrown  upon  the  grave,  and  upon 
it  rows  of  lighted  candles  would  be  placed.  The  priest 
would  then  go  through  his  ritual  for  the  repose  and  salva- 
tion of  the  souls  of  the  dead,  standing  at  the  head  of  the 
grave,  which  he  sprinkled  with  holy  water.  Upon  one  side 
stood  the  musicians,  and  upon  the  other  stood  or  sat  the  rela- 
tives and  friends,  many  weeping,  but  many  also,  as  is  seen  in 
more  civilized  countries,  looking  serenely  at  the  passers-by. 
In  fact,  there  seemed  to  be  quite  as  many  people  drawn  to 
the  cemetery  by  curiosity  as  by  affection.  As  the  priests 
moved  from  grave  to  grave,  so  moved  the  gaping  crowd. 
The  higher  and  richer  classes  decorated  their  family  vaults 
with  splendid  wreaths  of  flowers,  and  stood  in  rows  before 
them,  their  lips  mechanically  mumbling  prayers,  while  the 
stranger  was  being  eagerly  scrutinized.  At  some  of  the 
graves  would  be  seen  a  poor  woman  kneeling  in  the  dust,  to 
which  her  head  was  also  bowed,  and  which,  in  true  biblical 
fashion,  she  threw  over  herself,  uttering  meanwhile  the  most 
heart-rending  cries,  and  weeping  in  such  a  violent  manner 
that  I  feared  it  must  all  end  in  a  flt.  The  cemetery  pre- 
sented a  very  extraordinary  scene.  The  varied  costumes  of 
the  people,  the  beautiful  flowers,  the  gloomy-robed  priests, 
the  wild,  pathetic  music,  the  sobs  and  shrieks  of  the  mourn- 
ers coming  from  every  direction,  the  crowd  of  bustling  sight- 
seers, the  odd  forms  of  the  monuments,  the  quaint  old  church 
— in  which  I  afterward  stumbled  across  a  corpse  lying  quite 
unattended — the  palms  and  bananas  looming  beyond  the 
walls,  the  distant  forests — such  were  the  sights  and  sounds  at 
which,  alone,  and  bareheaded,  under  a  tropical  sun,  I  stood 
amazed.  Nothing,  however,  but  its  utter  strangeness  could 
have  caused  me  to  intrude  upon  the  touching  grief  of  these 
simple-minded,  faithful,  and  affectionate  people. 

From  Asuncion  I  took  a  railway  trip  eastwardly  into  the 
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interior  of  Faraway,  to  the  town  of  Paragnari,  already  men- 
tioned. The  fare  was  one  dollar  and  sixty  centa.  The  loco- 
moti\'e  and  carriages  were  of  English  fashion  and  mannfact> 
lire.  Tiicre  were  four  classes  of  paseengers.  People  of  the 
fourth  were  in  ojien  box-care,  withont  seats  of  any  kind. 
Tliese  cars  were,  however,  the  best  patronized  and  chiefly  by 
women.  The  road  was  a  broad  gauge,  but  the  ears  were  low 
and  short.  Our  tniin  was  very  long — eight  passenger  and 
as  many  freight  cars,  aome  of  tbem  full,  and  othere  brought 
along  to  be  tilled  on  the  return  journey.  The  engineer  waa 
not  a  foreigner,  as  I  had  expected,  but  a  Paraguayan.  We 
started  at  the  early  hour  of  6.30  a,  m,,  and  did  not  reach 
Paraguari  until  10.30  A.  m. — or  five  boura  for  a  journey  of 
fifty  miles,  Tlic  first  station  was  that  of  Trinidad,  where 
there  is  a  splendid  old  and  curions  ehurch  in  wLieb  is  buried 
the  first  Lopez,  President  of  Paraguay,  and  father  of  the 
I  famous"  general.     At  the  next  important  station  aliout  thirty 
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fobetacles  in  the  coDBtruetion  of  this  road  inuet  liave  \ 
i  almost   nothing.      There   are  no  cuttinga   or   fillings, 
ecareely  a  bridge  of  any  size.     The  road  runs  along  the  great 
meadows  of  an  almost  level  valley,  four  or  five  miles  wide, 
with  but  a  few  grass- thatched  mud  houses  appearing  here  and 
I  there,  and  with  low  ranges  of  wood-clad  hills  on  each  side. 
I  We  see  qnite  a  number  of  cattle  and  a  few  sheep.     There  ild 
P  no  tillage  savu  that  of  the  small  vegetahle  gardens  near  eadf* 
house.     We  pass  a  remarkable  cone-shaped  hill  and  au  oddly 
formed  table-topped  one,  and  soon  arrive  at  Paraguari,  the 
present  terminus  of  the  line,  though  it  has  been  graded  half- 
way to  the  town  of  Villa  Rica,  some  seventy  miles  distant, 
to  which  a  couch  runs  once  a  week.     The  town  or  rather 
village  of  Pai-aguari  lies  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the 
southward  of  the  railway-station,     I  proceeded  thither  in  a . 
curious  two-wheeled  omnibus,  having  wheels  some  sis  feet 
in   diameter,  with  one  horse  in  shafts  and   the  otlier  free, 
which  draws  by  meuns  of  a  chain  attached  to  the  bel]y-baud..j 
Paragnari  I  found  to  be  a  small  village  of  not  more  than  onaS 
tlionsand  inhabitants,  laid  out  about  a  great  gr£^B-c< 
Liqnare,  in  the  center  of  which  is  the  market,  where  manditx 
KlVote,  oranges,  and  a  good  supply  of  nieatB  and  vegetable! 
Pure   for  sale.     All   the  way  from  Asnncion  we  had  ] 
Arcat  orange-orehards,  some  of  the  trees  being  thirty  feet  iifl 
lieight,  and  covered  with  the  luscions  fmit,  which  here  sellnJ 
8  cheaply  as  one  dollar  per  thousand.     Around  the  square, 
in  simple  single-story  houses,  are  a  few  stores,  a  tinsmith's, 
a  blacksmith's,  a  bakery,  half  a  dozen  shops  of  very  miscel- 
laneons  merehandise,  and  a  hotel  kept  by  an  Italian,     Be- 
yond, and  scattered  at  intervals,  are  a  few  mud-plastered  and'.J 
tile-covered  huts.     In  the  garden  of  the  hotel  are  fine  grapoaQ 

i  (ind  peach-trees  and  flowers — including  roses,  pinks, 
oleanders,  and  many  others  common  to  Northern  eyes. 
Around  the  Ullage  are  great  grassy  plains,  and,  as  a.  border, 
K  hills,  with  here  and  there  an  isolatvd  ]>cak,  and, 
[way-station,  two  precipitous  wood-covered  c 
I  about  the  oidy  really  pictnreeque  sight  s 
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Ileaving  Asuncion.  The  country  hereabouts  would  not  differ 
I  very  muth  from  the  central  Western  States  of  North  America, 
I  were  it  not  for  the  frequently  occtirring  pahu-trees,  whieli  of 

■  course  gire  the  general  view  a  tropical  flavor. 

From  Paraguari  a  coach  runs  once  a  week  in  a  southerly 
Idirectiun,  reaching  some  of  the  richest  country  and  most 
I  valuable  farms.  It  is  intended  eventually  to  prolong  thia 
I  route  to  Eiicamacion,  on  the  upper  Parand,  and  opposite  the 
I  Argentine  town  of  Posadas,  Bnt  tlie  present  very  limited 
Irail  and  coach  lines  are  everywhere  supplemented  by  horse- 
I  back  service,  the  real  communication  of  the  country.  The 
Ihorses  are  gentle,  fast,  and  enduring.  The  saddles  most 
lesteemed  are  of  English  make  or  pattern,  with  a  very  wide 
I  girth — often  a  foot  broad — which  is  not  fastened,  as  with  us, 

■  nest  the  fore-legs,  bnt  upon  the  swell  of  the  belly,  or  even 
Ibebind  it.  Two  girths  generally  are  used,  one  being  worn 
lover  the  saddle  itself.     The  bridles  are  very  simple,  though 
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Btation  a  little  below  Asuncion  we  took  on  board  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  large  oranges.  Immediately  upon  the  bank 
was  a  great  heap  of  them,  fifty  feet  m  length,  twenty-five  in 
width,  and  four  in  depth.  These  were  all  brought  on  board 
in  flat  baskets,  holding  abont  three  dozen  each,  carried  as 
usual  upon  the  head  by  women.  About  two  hundred  feet  of 
plank  had  to  be  traversed  from  shore  to  steamer,  and  all  the 
work  was  done  quite  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  under  the 
bare  sun,  and  with  a  temperature  of  nearly  100**  Fahren- 
heit. These  women  have  splendidly  developed  figures,  and 
are  very  strong  and  enduring;  but  it  took  some  fifty 
of  them  nearly  five  hours  to  get  all  the  fruit  on  board. 
While  they  were  thus  engaged,  about  a  dozen  men  sat  in  the 
shade  of  the  trees,  quietly  looking  on,  but  not  one  of  them 
assisting  in  any  manner.  It  was  so  hot  at  night  that  we 
were  all  compelled  to  sleep  upon  the  open  deck. 

The  next  morning  we  reached  Corrientes,  where  I  had 
already  stopped  on  my  upward  voyage.  It  is  a  large  town, 
situated  on  high  but  level  ground,  about  fifteen  miles  below 
the  junction  of  the  Paraguay  and  the  Parana,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  latter.  A  half-dozen  little  side-wheel  steamers 
lay  at  anchor  abreast  of  the  town,  doubtless  for  the  navigation 
of  the  upper  Parana.  There  is  no  custom-house  inspection, 
though  Corrientes  is  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  we  had 
come  from  Paraguay.  I  find  an  ordinary  hotel  in  the  center 
of  the  town.  The  streets  are  quite  as  sandy  as  those  of  Asun- 
cion. They  are  fairly  wide,  however,  with  broad  sidewalks. 
In  the  principal  plaza  is  a  tall  column  erected  to  Liberty, 
made  of  simple  brick  and  covered  with  stucco.  On  one  side 
of  the  plaza  a  new  government-house  is  being  built,  on  the 
other  stand  the  police  headquarters,  formerly  the  old  Jesuit 
college,  a  very  quaint,  old,  two-story  building,  with  a  square 
tower,  and  cornices  in  quite  the  style  of  a  mediaeval  fortress. 
The  pliiza  also  contains  a  hiblioteca  popular^  or  circulating 
library,  which  is  open  for  two  hours,  morning  and  evening. 
In  a  stroll  about  town  I  found  a  theatre,  a  good  market,  a 
national  bank,  and  numerous  haberdashers. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

OS   TUE   TBAIL   O?   THE   JESUITS. 

TiiKKE  are  two  lines  of  steamers  rnnning  from  Corrientes 
Ito  Itcsaingo,  opposite  the  Apip^  rapids,  which  prevent  fur- 
Ither  navigation  upon  the  Parana,  except  by  light-dranght 

s  in  times  of  high  water,  when  they  go  directly  through 
Ito  Posadas,  the  farthest  town  on  this  river,  although  there 
;  some  few  hamlete  still   higher  tip,      Foriaerly,  in  the 
iison.  or  period  of  low  water,  iwoole  went  tip 
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pent  afi  much  as  possible.  TVe  had  not  gone  very  far  before 
our  engine  broke  down,  and,  after  being  nearly  driven  on 
shore  by  the  combined  force  of  wind  and  current,  we  were 
compelled  to  anchor  until  repairs  could  be  made. 

The  banks  of  the  upper  Parand,  like  those  of  the  Para- 
•guay,  can  scarcely  be  called  interesting.  They  are  flat,  covered 
with  coarse  grass  and  large  trees,  and  very  thinly  settled. 
This  is  true  of  them  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Iguassu,  some 
two  hundred  miles  above  Posadas.  Beyond  that,  to  its 
source  in  Brazil,  the  river  is  almost  unknown.  Sailing-ves- 
sels are  non-existent.  The  only  inhabitants  seem  to  be  in  the 
water  and  air.  The  Parand  is  full  of  water-hogs,  alligators, 
and  large  fish  of  excellent  quality,  and  it  is  covered  with 
huge  water-fowl.  I  shot  numbers  of  all  these,  except  pei^ 
haps  of  the  alligators,  which  it  is  always  difficult  to  know 
whether  you  have  killed.  We  stopped  every  night  at  dusk 
for  wood,  and  did  not  go  on  until  morning.  We  lost  much 
time  in  landing  our  freight,  it  being  taken,  parcel  by  parcel, 
on  men's  backs  up  the  steep  banks  and  on  to  the  center  of 
the  villages.  In  South  America,  as  in  Asia,  the  traveler 
must  be  armed  with  a  great  amount  of  patience  and  urbanity. 
No  one  hurries,  no  one  attends  strictly  to  the  business  in 
hand.  As  with  African  negroes,  the  natives  play  and  sky- 
lark like  children  with  their  work,  for  of  course  it  is  under- 
stood that  what  is  not  done  tokiay  may  always  be  done 
manafla,  to-morrow.  We  were  four  entire  days  in  reaching 
Itusaingo,  which  consists  of  only  a  few  houses  on  a  steep 
blufE.  Upon  the  shore  were  about  fifty  natives,  who  had 
come  down  to  witness  our  arrival  As  the  coach  did  not 
leave  until  the  following  day,  we  were  obliged  to  pass 
another  night  aboard,  and  suffered  terribly  from  insect  pests. 
There  were  enormous  swarms  of  mosquitoes,  a  poisonous 
biting  fly,  fleas,  a  sort  of  gnat,  and  about  a  dozen  varieties  of 
moths  and  beetles.  The  heat  was  very  oppressive,  and  the 
dew  like  a  light  rain. 

I  found  the  coach  for  Posadas  built  after  the  Swiss  dili- 
gence pattern,  with  four  wheels,  two  benches  facing  each 
12 
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otUer  behind,  and  a  sort  of  eoup6  front  division.  Bcyondl 
tliis  projected  a  single  seat  for  the  nse  of  the  driver.  This  I 
vehicle,  wliich  would  hold  -eight  passengere,  is  the  national  \ 
coach  of  all  the  Eiver  Plate  eonntries.  The  team  consisted  i 
of  seven  mules  or  horees — four  harne&sed  abreast  to  the  I 
coach,  a  pair  before  these,  and  the  whole  led  by  a  horse  ^ 
attached  by  a  long  lariat,  and  pulling  as  usual  by  his  girtk  I 
alone.  This  horse  had  a  rider;  tlie  two  behind  had  but  to  J 
follow;  and  reins  from  the  four  others  passed  up  to  tbel 
driver.  The  road,  or  rather  trail,  for  it  was  ouly  a  tracks 
across  the  prairie,  was  so  bad  tliat  we  were  obliged  to  change  1 
our  animals  everj'  six  or  eight  miles.  We  rode  along  through  T 
the  open  plain,  not  far  from  the  Parang  River.  The  pampa  I 
of  these  countries  is  really  nothing  more  than  an  extensive  J 
grassy  plain,  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  horizon.  There  is 
generally  not  a  tree  or  shrub  of  any  kind  in  view,  and  when 
yon  do  see  them  you  may  be  sure  they  are  cnltiyated  near 
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outriders.  It  was  an  extraordinary  equipage.  The  horses 
were  harnessed  quite  twenty  feet  from  the  carriage,  and,  all 
being  mounted,  of  course  there  was  no  driver.  We  encount- 
ered another  native,  with  his  wife  mounted  behind  him  on 
horseback. 

From  Itusaingo  to  the  town  of  Posadas  the  distance  is 
about  sixty-five  miles,  but  there  is  not  a  single  resting-place 
on  the  road,  nor  a  spot  w^here  anything  to  eat  may  be  had. 
The  country  does  not  even  now  seem  quite  secure  ;  at  least 
all  my  companions  carried  weapons,  and  I,  having  been  fore- 
warned, did  the  same.  At  each  stopping-place  fresh  horses 
or  mules  would  be  caught  in  large  corrals  or  stock-yards,  and 
the  others  turned  loose  upon  the  prairie.  Late  at  night  we 
halted  and  prepared  for  sleep,  some  in  the  diligence,  others 
under  it.  But  first  we  made  a  lunch  off  potted  meats,  bread, 
and  wine.  At  four  in  the  morning  we  arose,  drank  some 
warm  milk,  which  the  Oaucho  women  drew  fresh  for  us, 
and  started  on  again.  The  gently  undulating  plain  waa 
covered  with  huge  ant-hills  of  brown  or  reddish  earth,  and 
perched  on  many  of  these  were  owls  and  other  birds.  I 
noticed  also  many  partridges  and  birds  of  gay  plumage,  but 
I  heard  no  song.  We  passed  caravans  of  the  great  wagons 
of  the  country,  loaded  chiefly  with  mate^  or  the  Jesuits'  tea, 
as  it  has  also  been  termed.  These  carts  had  wooden  wheels, 
six  or  seven  feet  in  diameter,  and  were  roofed  with  coarse 
straw  or  sometimes  with  tin.  In  them  is  placed  a  central 
floor,  upon  which  the  drivers,  who  often  have  their  families 
with  them,  sleep  and  keep  their  cooking-utensils. 

Posadas,  the  capital  of  the  Argentine  province  of  Mis- 
siones,  I  found  to  be  a  little  town  built  of  brick,  and  laid 
out  at  right  angles,  with  a  comfortable  house  for  the  gov- 
ernor, some  barracks  for  troops,  a  few  stores  containing  a 
heterogeneous  stock,  a  bank,  a  club,  and  a  hotel.  A  detach- 
ment of  three  hundred  troops  is  stationed  here,  it  being  an 
outpost  of  the  Argentine  army.  Bugles,  drums,  and  the 
practicing  of  a  brass  band  are  heard  all  day  long.  Posadas 
has  a  weekly  newspaper,  several  hackney-carriages,  is  lighted 
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with  keroecne-lampa,  and  is  connected  with  tbe  Urngnay 
River,  as  with  tlie  lower  ParanA,  by  diligence,  tLe  one  the 
route  by  wliich  I  had  arrived,  the  other  that  by  which  I  in- 
tended to  depart. 

The  next  day  I  went  to  Encamacion,  a  small  town  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  Paraguay,  and  abont  a  mile 
distant.  Tlie  ferriage  is  by  means  of  large  sail-boats,  and 
the  fare  is  twenty  centa  a  passenger.  In  the  stream  were 
lying  a  small  gunboat,  a  steam-tug  used  for  towing  cattle- 
bargfjs,  and  a  little  steamer  belonging  to  a  wealthy  firm  of 
Buenos  Ayres — ileears.  Uribi  &  Co. — and  employed  at  in- 
frequent intervals  in  bringing  yerba-maU,  or  tea-leaves,  from 
some  large  plantations  of  theirs  far  up  the  river.  It  was  in 
this  small  vessel  that  I  proposed  ascending  the  Parang  as 
near  as  possible  to  its  branch,  the  Iguassn,  in  which  I  wished 
to  visit  the  great  falls.  Encamacion  consists  of  a  single  long, 
broad  street,  running  directly  back  from  the  river  toward 
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was  also  a  merchant. — was  a  native  of  the  Argentine  Repnb- 
lie,  thongb  with  the  very  Moorish  name  of  Alxlon  Ahuinada. 
He  Bpoke  no  language  save  Spanish,  and  had  never  been  be- 
yond the  Iwrdere  of  hia  own  country,  but  he  was  well- 
jnforraed,  refined,  and  genial,  and  I  soon  began  to  eat«em 
hira  as  one  of  the  best  friends  I  had  made  in  South  America. 
If  tlie^e  lines  should  ever  come  to  his  eight,  he  may  be  sa- 
Bured  that  I  am  more  than  grateful  for  his  many  kindneseea, 
and  that  I  can  never  forget  hia  charming  companionship  on 
those  romantic  days  and  nights  in  the  solitudes  of  the  Pa- 
rana and  the  Tgnassu.  Our  engineer  was  a]Bo  an  Argentine, 
the  pilot  was  a  Portuguese,  and  the  crew  were  Paragiiyana, 
who  spoke  only  Guarani,  the  great  Indian  dialect  of  central 
South  America.  There  were  half  a  dozen  paeeengerE  beeides^ 
myself.  We  were  provided  with  wooden  shelves  to  sleep 
upon,  but  had  to  furnish  onr  own  bedding.  The  bertljs  and 
the  dinner-table  were  in  one  and  the  same  room,  at  the  stem. 
The  pilot-house  was  forward,  high  above  the  deck,  and  here, 
vnder  a  large  wooden  roof,  was  room  for  the  passengers  to 
rit  and  obtain  unobstructed  views  of  the  river  and  its  banks, 
and  to  enjoy  whatever  breeze  might  be  stirring.  "We  towed 
three  sloops  and  several  canoes,  which  descend  the  river 
with  the  current  very  well,  bnt  which  can  only  return,  and 
slowly,  with  n  strong  favoring  wind.  Our  steamer  can 
down  the  river  in  less  than  half  the  time  required  for  tj 
ascent,  and  npon  the  upward  journey  is  chiefly  loaded  wil 
wood  for  the  boilers.  The  crew  occupied  half  the  first  day 
la  cutting  up  a  couple  of  biiUocks,  arid  hanging  the  fleeh  in 
tilin  slices  or  strips  upon  ropes  stretched  about  the  steamer. 
It  thus  dries  and  cures  in  the  sun  and  wind,  and  beoome^i 
what  we  style  "  jerked  "  beef. 

During  the  first  day  both  banks  were  high,  diversified  in' 
outline,  and  densely  covered  with  largo  trees.  There  were 
no  towns  or  villages ;  but  at  long  intervals  solitary  huts,  or 
boat«  drawn  npon  the  sandy  beaches,  betokened  the  presence 
of  the  wood-cutler  or  herdsman.  The  burning  forests  indi- 
cated the  clearing  of  laud  in  many  places.    We  met  but  few 


i 

and  I 

\H 

witU^^^I 
day^H 
[n 

re  I 


132 


AROCXD  AXD  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


eai ling-craft,  all  of  Blight  tonnage.  About  fifteen  miles  from 
Posadas  we  pass,  npon  tlie  Bouth  bank,  a  large  brick  Biigar- 
factory,  belorj^ing  to  the  Governor  of  Missionee,  who  owns  g 
large  plantatiun  hereabouts.  In  this  place  we  leave  two  of  our 
passengers.  At  night  we  anchor  jnst  below  some  dangerons 
rapids,  wbicli  ext^ml  n earl j  across  the  river, and  going  asliore 
we  Tiijit  a  native  known  to  Bome  of  onr  nnmber.  It  is  a 
very  hot  night,  and  the  air  is  thick  with  every  sort  of  insect ; 
so  we  tind  the  gentleman  sitting  under  eome  trees  near  his 
hut,  busily  engaged  in  adding  fuel  to  a  great  tire  he  has 
built  to  help  drive  the  pcsta  away.  He  is  surronnded  by  his 
wife  and  six  little  children,  all  but  naked,  while  five  dogs 
completed  the  company.  The  man  had  the  Christ  type  of 
face  as  painted  by  Salvator  Rosa,  with  pointed  beard  and 
enormous  mop  of  black  hair  parted  in  the  middle.  The 
children  were  engaged  in  shelling  beanti,  somewhat  like  those 
whicli  we  call  Lima  beans.     These,  together  with  cassava, 
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culty.  At  night  we  anchored  as  before,  but  suffered  greatly 
from  the  heat,  from  large  moths  which  dashed  continually 
against  our  faces  and  necks,  and  from  thousands  of  stinging, 
creeping,  biting,  ill-looking,  noxious  vermin. 

The  next  morning  at  daybreak  we  continue  our  slowly 
advancing  voyage.  During  the  day  an  iguana  was  seen  swim- 
ming across  the  river.  Large  birds  were  also  observed  stand- 
ing upon  the  banks,  and  there  were  foot-prints  in  the  sand  of 
tapirs  which  had  come  down  to  drink.  The  river  narrowed 
to  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It  is  quite  ten  feet  below  its  highest 
level,  as  I  could  see  by  great  bare  flats  of  rough,  black,  flinty 
rocks,  and  large  mounds  of  the  purest  and  finest  white  sand. 
"We  stopped  at  San  Lorenzo,  a  few  huts  on  the  Paraguayan 
side,  and  again  at  Pii*ay,  on  the  Argentine  side.  Ilere  I  met 
a  Dane,  a  shopkeeper,  whom,  together  with  Seilor  Ahumada, 
I  invited  to  accompany  me  to  the  falls  of  the  Iguaj3su.  We 
anchored  near  some  wood-cutters,  friends  of  the  Dane,  and 
after  dinner  went  on  shore  to  call  upon  them.  On  ascend- 
ing the  very  steep  bank,  I  found  several  large  houses  built 
simply  of  bamboo-stems,  some  distance  apart,  with  grass- 
thatched  roofs.  The  construction  of  these  huts  was  admi- 
rably adapted  to  admit  insects  as  well  as  air,  while,  of  course, 
forbidding  any  privacy  to  the  inmates.  The  people,  how- 
ever, are  anything  but  squeamish.  Adjoining  the  huts  was 
a  sort  of  small  shed,  quite  open  on  most  sides,  and  here  were 
the  beds — simple  platforms  of  twigs,  with  blanket  and  pillow 
— where  the  people  slept,  somewhat  protected  by  small  smol- 
dering fires  against  the  regular  nightly  visitors.  They  thus 
succeed  in  drivHing  away  a  few  insects,  by  half  suffocating 
themselves  with  smoke.  Near  by  were  gardens  of  maize 
and  a  few  flowers.  In  a  rough  inclosure  of  bamboos  was  a 
horse,  under  a  tree  was  a  cow,  and  scattered  promiscuously 
about  were  half  a  dozen  wretched  curs  and  a  couple  of  very 
nice,  sleek  cats.  Though  these  natives  always  have  mUk, 
and  make  excellent  cheese,  they  know  nothing  of  butter. 
There  was  a  commodious  pool  of  fresh  water,  which  is 
brought  thither  in  a  bamboo  trough  several  hundred  yards 
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I  long,  from  a  cool  spriDg  avay  up  in  the  hills.  A  batluii^ 
I  house  for  the  ladies  bad  been  improvised  in  the  woods,  hj 
I  simply  stretching  a  piece  of  coarse  cloth  between  two  tre«e, 
I  the  three  remaining  sides  being  uninclosed.  This  reminded 
I  me  of  the  manner  in  which  tlie  Chinese  need  to  build  their 
I  forts,  thuiking  it  diseonrteoos  for  an  enemy  to  intrude  at  the 
I  rear.  We  entered  the  larger  hut,  and  took  seats  in  hammocks, 
I  or  npon  empty  boxes.  A  large  table  at  one  side  held  all  tha 
I  culinary  furniture,  A  small  table  contained  a  candle,  the 
I  sole  illumination,  and  some  ornaments,  among  which  was  a 
I  very  ingenioiisly  constructed  toothpickholder,  made  of  two 
l.large  toncan-bills  standing  npon  alligators'  teeth.  This  was 
I  the  work  of  the  lady  of  the  hut,  a  very  pretty  and  sweetly 
I  innocent-looking  girl.  Her  hosband,  a  fine,  muscular  yoting 
I  fellow,  at  once  ordered  the  courtesy  of  Paraguayan  tea,  which 
I  for  some  time  circled  round  the  company,  amid  great  talking 
I  and  laughing,  the  pretty  girl  being  especially  amused  by  two 


1 
I 


ON  THE  TRAIL  OF  THE  JESUITS.  185 

neckerchiefs.  All  this  is  very  pleasing,  but  not  so  their  cus- 
tom of  going  barefooted.  The  women  generally  speak  Gua- 
rani,  but  I  often  found  that  the  men  spoke  Spanish  also,  more 
or  less  correctly.  At  night  we  were  overwhelmed  with  thou- 
sands of  mosquitoes,  which  of  course  made  sleep  an  utter  im- 
possibility. How  lovely  and  enjoyable  the  tropics  would 
everywhere  be,  but  for  the  ever-accompanying  creepers  and 
fliers  which  sing  and  sting ! 

At  daylight  we  were  off  again,  the  river  being  now  but 
a  few  hundred  yards  in  width  and  lined  by  dark  rocks  of  a 
volcanic  appearance,  as  if,  when  molten,  they  had  been  sud- 
denly cooled  and  stiffened.  On  both  sides  of  the  Parand 
there  are  many  tributaries,  but  the  Iguassu  is  the  first  of 
any  special  size.  Tliis  river  rises  in  southern  Brazil,  near  \ 
the  Atlantic,  flows  almost  due  west,  and  forms  the  boundary-  : 
line  between  that  empire  and  the  Argentine  Republic.  This  ^ 
morning  we  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Nacunday,  which  has 
a  beautiful  fall  partly  in  sight  from  the  Parand.  I  also  saw 
the  house  of  Seilor  Adam,  an  Italian,  who  has  lived  here  flf- 
teen  years.  He  has  a  large  farm  of  maize  and  sugar-cane.  In 
his  garden  is  a  cascade,  forty  feet  high,  in  the  midst  of  palms, 
ferns,  and  bananas,  which  are  full  of  parrots,  toacans,  and 
brilliant  butterflies.  At  night  we  visit  a  small  waterfall  in 
the  river  Itupi,  and,  though  nearly  devoured  by  sand-flies, 
succeed  in  getting  a  delicious  bath.  The  next  morning  we 
pass  the  mouth  of  the  river  Monday,  six  miles  up  which 
there  is  said  to  be  a  fine  fall  of  water.  The  general  course 
of  the  Parand,  since  leaving  Posadas,  has  been  nearly  from 
north  to  south,  but  nevertheless  it  is  exceedingly  tortuous,  and 
as  you  advance  the  channel  runs  first  upon  one  side  and  then 
the  other,  doubling  and  twisting  in  most  erratic  fashion. 
Then  there  is  the  swiftly  running  and  eddying  current  al-  i 
ways  at  hand,  to  drive  you  either  on  rock  or  shore — so 
that  altogether  a  specially  trained  and  experienced  pilot  is 
required  for  Upper  Parand  navigation. 


CHAPTER  XXir. 

THE   NIAQABA    OF   BOOTH   AMERICA. 

Abolt  noon,  on  the  fifth  day  from  Posadas,  we  anchor  at 
the  iiioath  of  tliu  Ignassu,  here  a  river  about  a  thousand 
feet  ill  widtli  and  seventy  feet  in  depth,  with  dark-green 
I  water,  whicli  contrasts  to  great  advantage  with  the  dirty- 
I  yellow  flooii  of  tlio  Parana.  At  this  point  the  steamer  is  to 
I  await  my  return  from  tlie  falls,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles, 
I  which  X  expect  to  aecomidi^li  in  two  davu.     Mvpartv 
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every  direction,  and  I  find  among  them  fine  specimens  of 
agate,  crystals,  and  beautifully  polished  pebbles.  Occasion- 
ally we  come  to  long,  sandy  beaches,  and  notice  many  shells 
and  the  tracks  of  tigers,  water-hogs,  tapirs,  wild  fowl,  and 
young  alligators.  I  see  one  of  the  latter  on  the  shore,  and 
also  two  seals  crossing  the  river.  The  banks  are  at  first  some 
three  or  four  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  are  densely  covered 
with  primitive  forest.  A  short  distance  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  we  pass  a  series  of  rapids,  which,  however,  are  not 
very  tempestuous.  I  observe  many  large  and  small  fish  in 
the  water,  some  of  the  large  ones  being  of  a  beautiful  blue 
and  white  color,  and  as  much  as  fifty  pounds  in  weight.  I 
try  to  have  a  shot  at  some  black  ducks,  but  can  not  get  within 
range.  It  is  interesting  to  see  the  manner  in  which  the  men 
tow  the  boat — now  running  along  the  sand,  now  clambering 
over  the  rocks  like  so  many  monkeys,  next  swimming  around 
some  outlying  bowlders  in  which  the  drag-rope  is  sure  to  get 
entangled,  and  then  in  the  water  up  to  their  necks  pushing 
and  lifting  the  canoe  with  all  their  strength.  The  river  is 
tortuous,  and  with  its  fine  green  banks  and  black  rocks,  its 
dark  water  and  rushing  rapids,  presents  altogether  a  pictur- 
esque sight.  I  take  my  seat  in  the  bow,  and,  with  a  wave  of 
my  hand  and  about  the  only  words  of  Guarani  I  possess,  sig- 
nify the  position  of  rocks  to  our  steersman  sitting  in  the 
stem ;  for  the  river  is  full  of  sunken  rocks,  and  its  bed  is  of 
little  else  than  honey-combed  reefs,  which  account  for  the 
continually  eddying,  swirling  water.  The  men  play  at  their 
work,  and,  as  one  or  another  is  swept  off  his  feet  by  the  tow- 
rope  or  by  the  oozy  bank,  afford  us  quite  as  much  amuse- 
ment as  themselves.  We  stop  frequently,  for  the  men  must 
have  their  mat6,  and  as  often  as  they  find  a  cool  spring  I  like 
to  drink  myself,  though  on  all  such  occasions  we  are  nearly 
devoured  by  a  species  of  large  black  fly. 

I  land  on  the  north  bank,  my  first  visit  to  Brazil,  and  take 
a  long  walk  in  search  of  wild  men  or  animals,  the  latter  pre- 
ferred, and  small  ones  at  that.  This  part  of  Brazil  is  sparsely 
settled,  or  rather  infested,  by  the   Tupi  Indians,  who  are 
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■quite  eavHge.  I  desired  to  study  them  from  an  ettnographio 
BKtand-jwint,  but,  as  they  are  eaid  to  have  a  very  disagreeable 
■habit  of  sLying  arrows  from  behind  trees  at  too  inquisitive 
■strangers,  it  is  perbaps  just  as  well  that  my  curiosity  was  not 
Bgrati&ud.  Niglit  coming  on,  I  enter  our  boat  and  cross  over 
■to  the  Argentine  side,  and  camp  for  the  night  on  the  sandy 
Ibank,  nndc-r  the  stars  and  insects.  I  say  "nnder  the  insects" 
Badvisedly,  for  we  were  literally  covered  with  insects  as  with 
I  blantet.  So  euoruioua  were  their  quantity  and  voracity, 
Ithat  I  doubt  if  any  of  us  slept  an  hour,  except  those  boatmen 
Iwbo  covered  their  beads  with  their  porichux.  There  were 
Imoths,  butterflies,  mosquitoes,  gnats,  saud-flies,  fleas,  spiders, 
■ants,  etc.,  etc.  The  inotha  had  short,  thick,  black  bodies  and 
■wings  of  a  dark  green.  They  circled  and  circled,  and 
Iwhibkcd  and  brushed  about  you.  until  you  were  nearly  driven 
Bmad,  Despite  the  danger  of  alligators,  though  they  are 
Bsmall  and  few  in  the  Ifcuassu.  wc  all  took  a  swim  in  tbe  river 
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I  deemed  it  pradcnt  that  two  men  at  a  time  slionlJ  watch 
during  the  ni^ht,  armed,  the  one  with  the  gun  loaded  with 
buckehot,  and  the  other  with  the  Remington  rifle,  while  each 
of  my  party  had  a  knife  or  a  revolver  under  his  head.     The 
fire  was,  of  course,  kept  up  ail  night,  and  the  wateh  was  to 
be  changed  once.     And  tlius,  with  millioits  of  insects  npon, 
aronud,  above,  under,  and  partly  through  us,  we  tried 
sleep,  my  thermometer  indicatiTig  95°  at  eight  o'clock  in  thai 
evening.    But  for  tlie  full  moon  and  beautiful  Soutficm  Ci 
above  me,  the  gently  murmuring  river  at  my  feet,  and 
dark  forest  walls  beyond,  I  bIiouM  have  been  quite  willing 
confess  that  the  e-xplorer's  life  is  not  altogether  a  happy  oi 
All  things  save  eternity,  I  suppose,  mast  end,  and  that  ft 
ful  night  at  last  really  did  finish  its  horrid  existence,  and 
were  all  only  too  eager  to  start  at  daylight. 

The  high  banks  presented  the  same  general  appearance, 
but  the  rocky  shores  increased  in  savage  grandeur.  There 
were  fewer  rapids,  and  we  wore  able  to  paddle  for  some  time, 
half  of  us  walking  in  order  to  lighten  the  boat  and  tliereby 
hasten  somewhat  oar  progress.  But  soon  I  plainly  saw  that  we 
could  go  no  farther  by  canoe,  the  enrrent  being  far  too  power- 
ful, and  giving  conclusive  evidence  of  fnrious  rapids  above. 
80,  after  a  consultation,  we  made  the  canoe  fast  nntil  our  return 
from  the  falls,  and  each  one  loaded  the  canvas  havereacka, 
previously  provided,  with  his  share  of  the  food  and  hagf 
and  proceeded  to  walk,  or  rather  clamber,  over  the  ^X!k8 
the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  really  arduous  part  of  the 
journey  now  began,  and  I  should  recommend  sueeeeding 
travelers  not  to  make  the  forced  march  that  I  was  obliged  to 
undertake — because  I  could  not  hire  my  men  for  a  longer 
time — but  to  take  at  least  four  days  for  the  trip ;  or,  if  they 
wish  to  see  the  falls  with  much  detail,  say  a  total  of  ten  days. 
All  the  food  for  the  entire  journey  must  be  carried  with 
jou;  for,  though  the  country  contains  game,  it  is  not  to  be 
depended  on.  Many  of  the  rocks  over  which  we  have  to 
climb  are  twenty  feet  square,  of  every  conceivable  shape, 
and  tilted  upon  their  ends  or  eidee  in  Uie  wildest  confusion. 
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iThese  rocks  Lave  a  lava-like  look,  and  many  of  thera  have 

Bcireular  hok's,  like  tlie  pot-boles  of  Switzerland  and  Norway, 
Bground  into  tliem  by  whirling  pebbles  and  water.  The  sides 
Bof  others  next  the  river  are  fluted  like  the  basaltic  pillars  of 
■the  Giants'  Causeway,  in  Ireland,  but  these  on  the  Iguafisn 
Bare  of  a  yellowish,  clayey  color,  though  the  material  is  hard 
Band  lirittJe.  As  we  slowly  toiled  on  and  over  and  between 
Bthese  rocks,  the  heat  was  tremendous,  for  we  were  placed 
wtweeu  two  waves,  one  pouring  down  from  above,  the  other 
Breflecti-d  from  below.  At  eleven  o'clock  the  thermometer 
lin  the  shade  read   115°  Fahrenheit,  and  two  of  my  party 

lijiiite  broke  down,  tLe  one  a  native  and  the  other  the  Dane. 
|We  left  them  heliiml  to  rest  under  the  trees  until  afternoon, 
i  the  remaiiiiJor  of  UB  pushed  on  until  finally  the  river- 
Bbanks  became  so  precipitous  we  had  to  take  to  the  forest. 
iHere  we  found  that  the  trail  made  by  a  Brazilian  boundary 
Tcommisoion  a  few  years  ago  was  so  overgrown  that  we  had 

bctiiallv  to  i[e\r  a  tunnel  for  our  nas,iaire  through  the  matted 
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that  propensity  by  eeeing  me  first.  My  retreat  was  rapid,  but 
as  dignified  as  the  circuinstances  permitted.  My  revolver 
carried  a  forty-four-caliber  shot,  and  my  nerve  had  heretofore 
proved  so  available  that  I  took  this  risk,  hoping  that  the 
brute  might  be  both  small  and  unsociable,  though  of  course 
it  would  have  been  better  for  me  to  have  a  good  repeating- 
rifle  and  more  open  ground.  The  forest  contains  many  ani- 
mals besides  snakes  and  jaguars,  such  as  tapirs,  deer,  wild 
pigs,  monkeys,  squirrels,  partridges,  and  wood-turkeys. 

The  profusion  of  insect-life  in  this  forest  I  have  never  seeiP 
equaled  anywhere,  excepting  in  some  of  the  lowlands  of  Siam, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  see  it  equaled  again.  You  have  a 
choice  of  evils :  either  to  let  the  vermin  settle  upon  you — for 
it  is  useless  to  brush  them  off,  since,  before  your  hands  cease 
their  motion,  quite  as  many  as  before  are  upon  you — or  to 
keep  no  portion  of  your  body  uncovered,  which  is  unbearable 
in  such  a  hot,  steamy  atmosphere.  I  counted  fifty  bites  on  a 
little  finger,  all  received  in  one  night.  These  were  mostly 
mosquitoes,  though  some  were  inflicted  by  ants.  I  can 
readily  imagine  a  delicate,  nervous  man  being  actually  wor- 
ried to  death  by  them.  I  mean  that  they  so  distress  and 
enervate  you,  by  constant  fretting  and  worriment  by  day 
and  loss  of  sleep  at  night,  that  you  gradually  become  ex- 
hausted, your  appetite  and  digestion  fail,  your  blood  becomes 
impoverished,  and  you  are  covered  with  sores,  which  itch 
dreadfully  because  of  the  poison  they  contain.  Another 
dangerous  pest  of  these  forests  is  a  tick,  called  a  carrapato^ 
which  has  a  sort  of  trident  of  teeth  serrated  inward,  and  also 
six  legs,  each  provided  with  strong,  hooked  claws.  These 
parasitic  torments  climb  out  upon  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
catch  at  any  passer-by,  and  fasten  upon  him.  Horses  and 
cattle  sometimes  die  from  the  exhaustion  caused  by  the  bites 
of  these  creatures,  which  settle  in  swarms.  The  traveler  soon 
has  the  appearance  of  a  person  suffering  from  herpes,  and 
frequently  succumbs  to  fever.  Still  another  very  annoying 
and  dangerous  pest  is  the  jigger,  a  small  insect  of  the  flea 
family,  which  penetrates  the  skin  of  the  feet,  and,  laying  its 
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■  eggs,  rears  a  numfrons  family  under  it.  If,  on  discovery, 
Itlfese  are  not  imniediately  cut  out,  very  serious  sorea  are  pro- 
Idnced,  which  it  becomes  almost  impossible  to  heal. 

The  remainder  of  my  party  coming  up  somewhat  re- 
ashed,  we  push  on  to  the  falls,  the  leaders  having  continu- 
laily  to  use  their  machetes,  or  chopping-knives.  "We  had  to 
I  light  briers,  vines,  and  roots;  to  ford  brooks;  to  clamber 
I  over  fallen  trees ;  to  crawl  on  hands  and  knees  under  thickets, 
I  at  first  up-liill  and  then  on  a  level,  until,  after  abont  two 

w,  we  suddenly  emerge  npon  a  email  stream  which  forma 
I  the  first  fall  on  the  Argentine  side  of  the  river.     From  here 

have  a  good  gc^uerd  view  of  the  sitnation  and  surround- 
lings  of  the  fall?,  though  not  nearly  so  complete  a  one  as  that 
I  to  be  obtained  farther  on,  from  the  third  fall.  The  streama 
I  arc  connected  in  several  places  alrove  the  falls,  and  to  reach 
I  the  brink  of  the  third  fall  it  is  necessarj'to  wade  in  water  up 
I  to  your  \i-aist  for  alwut  half  a  mile.     The  bottom  is  of  the 
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Island  in  Niagara  Kiver.  This  is  about  half  a  mile  long,  and 
stretches  to  the  center  of  a  semicircle  one  hundred  feet 
higher,  over  which  in  twenty  (in  very  dry  seasons  perhaps  a 
hundred)  different  places  roll  the  splendid  falls  of  the 
Iguassn.  The  country  above  the  falls  is  at  first  flat,  with  a 
low  range  of  hills  in  the  distance.  The  river  here  is  two 
miles  wide — that  is  to  say,  its  various  streams  combined  are 
of  that  width,  for  great  stretches  of  uncovered  land  lie  both 
between  them  and  between  the  falls.  Of  the  two  principal 
falls,  one  is  on  the  Argentine  side  and  the  other  on  the  Bra- 
zilian. It  is  the  latter  which,  in  its  horseshoenshape,  so 
strongly  resembles  the  "  Canadian "  cataract.  The  other  is 
a  broad,  straight  sheet,  like  the  "American"  cascade.  The 
first  is  about  two  thousand  feet  in  width,  the  second  twelve 
hundred  feet.  Below  the  falls  the  river  is  pressed  between 
narrow  escarpments  of  rock,  and  in  its  velocity  it  rages  with 
all  the  seething  fury  of  the  "Whirlpool"  rapids  of  our  world- 
famous  Niagara.  The  Iguassu  down-pour,  with  its  beautiful 
greenish-white  water,  drops  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  over 
sheer  precipices  of  dark  rock,  and  throws  out  and  aloft  enor- 
mous clouds  of  spray.  In  a  windless  day  the  thunderous 
roar  may  be  heard  twenty  miles  through  these  forest  soli- 
tudes. Standing  up  to  my  waist  in  the  flowing  river,  I  filled 
my  hands  and  dr.mk  to  the  health  of  Emperor  Dom  Pedro, 
of  Brazil;  President  Roca,  of  the  Argentine  Republic ;  and 
President  Cleveland,  of  the  United  States.  Several  of  these 
falls  have  at  various  times  received  local  titles  other  than  the 
"  Falls  of  the  Iguassu,"  but  no  specific  name,  recognized  in 
maps  or  books,  has  ever  been  given  them,  notwithstanding 
that  they  are  almost  rivaled  farther  up  the  river.  I  there- 
fore assume  the  explorer's  .pri\alege  of  naming  them  Daly 
Falls,  in  honor  of  Charles  P.  Daly,  LL.D.,  the  learned  and 
genial  President  of  the  American  Geographical  Society. 

We  returned  through  the  forest  and  encamped  near  the 
jaguar's  lair,  but,  not  hearing  from  him  during  the  night, 
supposed  he  was  absent  from  home.  "We  kept  in  the  center 
of  the  stream  in  going  down,  and  shot  the  various  rapids  in 
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grand  style,  nil  my  men  at  tlieir  paddles  and  shouting  in  a 
fasbioii  vividly  recalling  Central  Africa.     We   reached  the 
Bteaiiier  witliout  accident  or  adventure,  and,  weighing  anchor, 
started  up  the   river  to  Tiipurupucu,  the  present  limit  of 
steam  navigation  and  the  headquarters  of  the  MeeBTB.  Urihi's 
large  yvrbale,  or  mate-tea  forest. 

\ 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

A   PARAGUAYAN    KANCH. 

The  exploration  of  the  Daly  Falls  was  probably  the  most] 
important,  as  it  was  certainly  the  most  interesting,  event  of  \ 
my  entire  tour.  As  the  reader  is  aware,  they  are  situated  in  ■ 
the  heart  of  the  South  American  Continent,  upon  the  Igirassu 
River,  twenty  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  great  Parand. 
They  are  about  equally  distant — say  a  thousand  miles — 
southwesterly  from  Rio  Janeiro,  and  northeasterly  from 
Buenos  Ayres.  Should  the  prospective  visitor  be  able  to 
make  all  the  connections  exactly,  they  might  be  reached,  via 
the  Parand  and  the  Iguassu,  in  two  weeks'  time  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  or,  I  should  suppose,  in  about  the  same  time  by  way  \ 
of  the  Uruguay,  and  crossing  by  land  to  the  Parand.  But  it 
is  not  well,  in  these  dilatory  countries,  to  trust  to  making 
such  connections.  The  popular  North  American  system  of 
"  through  express ''  routes  has  nowhere,  as  yet,  been  intro- 
duced into  South  America.  There,  somehow,  the  people 
never  appear  to  be  engaged  in  any  specially  urgent  business. 
The  best  route  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  by  way  of  the 
Parand,  and  it  would  be  well  to  allow  two  months  for  the 
round  trip  from  and  to  Buenos  Ayres.  But,  though  a  sight 
of  the  falls  is  worth  toil  and  hardship,  I  fear  that,  such  is  the 
lack  of  conveniences  and  accommodations  at  present  and  in 
prospect,  that  it  will  be  a  very  long  time  before  it  will  become 
fashionable  for  tourists  to  go  there. 

After  dinner  on  board  the  steamer  at  Tupurupucu,  the 
captain  kindly  invites  me  to  go  up  to  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Uribi  and  spend  a  couple  of  days,  while  his  steamer  is  loading 
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ytrha  fur  Posadas.  We  have  a  borsebacli-rido  of  three  miles 
through  tho  stitiiher  forest,  but  upon  a  good  road,  over  which 
tea  is  transported  in  carta  to  the  steamer.  Upon  arriving,  we 
I  are  served  with  rich  milk,  and  cakes  made  of  maize,  and  then 
e  go  to  Ijed  upon  cots  spread  for  us  upon  tlie  earthen  floor 
of  a  large  room,  uf  which  one  side  is  (piite  open.  A  row  of 
horses,  a  few  feet  diotant  in  the  corral,  look  at  ns  as  long  as 
we  have  a  light,  and  then  we  hear  the  grinding  of  com,  like 
Eo  many  Uttle  mills,  until  we  fall  asleep.  Tho  ground  being 
tiat  and  mostly  cleared  of  vegetation,  wo  enjoy  a  welcome 
respite  from  our  recent  foes  of  the  insect  world. 

Upon  arising  in  tiie  morning  I  was  served  with  the  in- 
vigorating mate,  a.ud  then  took  a  stroll,  to  observe  more  care- 
fully my  location  and  surroundiuga.     The  establishment,  a 
I  typical  Paraguayan  farm,  formed,  of  course,  a  great  square — 
I  everything  in  South  Anieiiea  seems  built  in  a  quadrangle — 
1  inclosed  by  a  Blockade.     In  front  were  the  corral  and  a  groat 
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both  fine  and  coarse  grass,  beautiful  flowers,  and  many  great 
red  ant-hills.  Some  of  the  latter  are  ten  feet  in  height  and 
four  in  diameter.  They  are  scattered  all  over  the  face  of  the 
country,  and  look  in  the  distance  like  the  stumps  of  fallen 
trees,  or  tree-stumps  that  have  been  left  in  clearing  the  land 
for  agricultural  purposes.  They  are  occasionally  open  at  the 
bottom  and  utilized  as  ovens  by  the  natives.  The  yerha  for- 
ests are  five  or  ten  miles  distant,  and  here,  in  the  season, 
some  six  hundred  men  are  employed.  On  returning  to  the 
house  from  my  walk,  I  am  served  by  a  thinly  clad,  barefooted 
Indian  with  a  large  cup  of  milk  warm  from  the  cow,  and  a 
great  hot  roll  of  baked  cassava.  I  find  both  very  delicious. 
Soon  thereafter,  in  company  with  Seflor  Ahumada,  I  start 
out  on  horseback  to  visit  an  Indian  family  living  in  the 
neighborhood.  A  dozen  saddles  are  always  kept  upon  the 
fence  in  front  of  the  house,  and  as  many  horses  are  in  wait- 
ing, ready  to  be  used  by  any  one.  This  corral  is  at  all  times 
of  the  day  a  very  interesting  arena,  where  horsemen  are  con- 
tinually coming  and  going,  and  cattle  are  being  driven  in  or 
out.  The  Indians  I  find  living  in  very  primitive  style  in 
bamboo  huts,  containing  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of 
either  furniture  or  food.  A  huge  wooden  mortar,  with  a 
long  pestle  of  a  hard  wood  like  mahogany,  both  similar  to 
those  found  in  Africa,  are  used  for  pounding  maize  and 
other  grains.  A  fire  for  cooking  is  built  on  the  ground 
in  one  comer.  Hammocks  are  stretched  in  the  veranda, 
and  here  the  natives  loll  and  smoke  by  day  and  sleep  by 
night.  The  weapon  of  the  men  is  a  huge  bow,  with  long, 
poisoned  arrows.  Tliere  were  some  very  prettily  plaited 
baskets  made  by  the  women,  and  calabashes  were  used  for 
holding  water.  These  Indians  did  not  understand  a  word  of 
Spanish,  and  our  combined  stock  of  Guarani  was  insufficient 
for  any  extended  conversation. 

We  next  took  a  long  ride  through  the  forest  to  the  river 
Acaray,  a  small  stream  which  empties  into  the  Parand  a 
short  distance  below  Tupunipucu.  The  trees  and  orchids 
much  interested  me,  as  also  the  variety  and  profusion  of  ani- 
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inal  life.  As  we  jogged  along,  a  small  iguana  crossed  the 
road,  a  little  farilicr  a  bare,  then  a  Biiakc,  then,  in  the  air,  a 
gaady  toucan.  Birds  cbirped  and  monkeys  chattered  in  the 
thickets.  The  air  was  radiant  with  clouds  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful butterflies,  of  every  size  and  color.  At  the  river  was  a 
great  shed  filled  with  flat-bottomed  boats,  used  to  transport 
tbt;  yerha.  In  returning  I  spied  an  ant-bear  and  a  Buiall  deer. 
"We  breakfasted  at  noon :  a  hot  and  oily  vermicelli-soup,  a 
dish  of  boiled  beef  and  niandioc-roots,  then  one  of  roast  pork, 
with  a  curious  salad  flavored  with  onions  and  spice,  a  diab  of 
rice  with  crQum  and  sugar,  the  whole  washed  down  with  na- 
tive wine,  tastiufi  strongly  of  grapes,  and  followed  by  cnpB 
of  tea  and  cigarettes.  Our  dinner,  at  3  p.  m.,  was  almost 
a  repetition  of  this,  and  both  were  wholesome  and  delicious 
meals,  eaten  ^vith  appetites  engendered  by  the  free  exercise 
and  fresh  air  of  the  country.  Tlie  heat  was  so  great,  how- 
ever, that  every  one  was  euuipelled  to  take  a  long  siesta,  our 
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This  latter  method  seems  to  eflfectnally  prevent  balking,  and 
besides  keeps  the  team  well  up  to  its  work.  Fonr  passen- 
gers besides  myself  were  bound  to  San  Tom6.  They  were 
all  merchants  save  one,  the  priest  of  Posadas,  who  had  been 
invited  to  a  (^nroh  jiesta.  Our  route  lay  over  an  all  but  tree- 
less plain,  containing  line  meadow  and  coarse  tufts  of  grass, 
and  the  road  was,  as  before,  a  mere  track  across  the  prairie, 
which  we  often  left  in  order  to  make  short  cuts,  or  to  select 
more  even  ground.  The  country  was  very  thinly  populated. 
Where  there  were  clumps  of  trees  we  generally  found  small 
ranches,  and  at  such  we  would  change  horses.  We  changed 
so  frequently  that  more  than  one  hundred  horses  were  used 
in  the  short  journey  of  sixty-five  miles  from  the  ParanA  to  the 
Uruguay.  We  passed  a  few  of  the  great  wooden  ox-carts  of 
the  country,  carrying  yerbd-mate  or  hides  to  the  river-ports. 
Sometimes  the  oxen  are  directed  from  the  cart,  sometimes 
by  a  horseman  who  uses  a  long  pole  for  the  purpose.  About 
one  o'clock  we  halted  for  the  day  at  a  ranch  where  a  small 
mud  hut  stood  for  the  use  of  travelers.  Many  domestic  ani- 
mals were  gathered  around — chickens,  dogs,  cats,  geese,  also 
some  paroquets,  and  a  monkey.  Suspended  by  ropes  were 
great  quantities  of  meat,  drying  in  the  sun  and  wind.  As 
soon  as  we  arrived,  cots  were  prepared  for  our  siesta^  and  the 
table  was  set  for  breakfast.  It  was  amusing  to  see  the  finery 
of  the  bed-linen  employed  upon  rude  cots  in  a  grass-roofed, 
mud-walled,  and  mud-floored  hut.  The  sheets  and  pillow- 
cases had  at  least  a  foot  of  lace  embroidery  attached  to  them. 
This  was  evidently  highly  appreciated  by  the  chickens,  for 
they  had  not  only  free  access  to  the  hut,  but  to  the  beds  and 
breakfast-table.  It  is  very  striking,  all  over  the  world,  how 
inconsistent  semi-civilized  people  are  with  the  luxuries  or,  at 
least,  the  comforts  of  life.  At  night  we  all  took  our  cots 
out-of-doors  and  slept  soundly  until  daybreak,  each  with  re- 
volver or  knife,  or  both,  under  his  pillow,  including  even  the 
man  of  peace  and  good-will,  the  2>adr&.  Every  one  in  these 
countries  is  accustomed  to  carry  either  knife  or  revolver ;  yet 
I  could  at  first  hardly  comprehend  its  necessity,  never  hear- 
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I  ing  of  anj  deeds  of  personal  violence,  and  finding  everybody  ] 
I  courteous  and  pleasant,  masters  and  ^ervaute,  and  even  J 
I  strangers.     I  Iiad  supposed  it  to  be  a  sort  of  survival  of  feu- 
1  dal  times  arising  in  a  similar  and  as  sensible  a  manne 
I  tbe  fasbion  of  our  wearing  two  buttons  behind  upon  our  I 
I  coats.     Once  everybody  wore  a  belt,  and  tbe  two  buttons  I 
I  were  used  to  support  it  bebind.     Belts  are  no  longer  worn,  J 
I  and  yet  tbe  buttons  have  not  been  excised,     lusteod  of  dying  J 
I  out,  they  continue  to  survive,  like  rndimentary  organs.     I  1 
I  inferred  that  it  was  the  same  with  tbe  weapons  so  iiniversall/  I 
I  carried  by  the  South  American  people ;  but  tbe  next  day  1 1 
V  that  these  weapons  could  be  quite  as  naeful  as  ornament-  I 
A  man,  whom  we  took  up  for  a  short  distance,  bad  I 
I  some  fe\p  words  witli  one  of  the  other  passengers  regarding 
I  his  seat.     Nothing  more  happened  at  tlie  time,  but  upon 
I  alighting  the  dispute  was  at  once  renewed.     One  accused 
I  tbe  other  merely  of  not  being  complimentary,  when  revolvers 
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two  days.  San  Tome  I  found  to  be  a  small  village  upon  the 
bank  of  the  Uruguay,  in  a  perfect  forest  of  orange  and  banana 
trees.  The  houses  are  like  those  of  Posadas,  one  story  in 
height,  made  of  rough,  unplastered  brick.  A  hotel  and  a  club 
occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  same  building.  A  bank  ap- 
pears in  evidence  of  civilization,  and  quite  a  number  of  stores 
contain  the  ordinary  articles  of  sale.  The  streets  are  lighted 
by  kerosepe-lamps.  On  one  side  of  a  large  plaza  stands  a  very 
old  church,  of  dark  rough  stones,  cemented  together  with 
rubble-work,  which  produces  quite  an  ornamental  effect. 
The  Uruguay  River  is  here  about  a  mile  wide,  with  muddy 
water,  a  strong  current,  and  green,  wooded  banks.  In  the 
stream,  which  is  all  of  a  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
town,  I  found  a  few  sloops,  loading  with  hides,  yerha^  and 
wood,  for  ports  down  the  river.  The  steamer,  which  runs  to 
Ceibo,  an  Argentine  port,  and  others  intermediate,  did  not 
leave  until  three  days  after  my  arrival.  It  proved  to  be 
a  little  paddle-wheel  vessel,  of  twenty  tons,  and  drew  but 
thirty-two  inches  of  water.  The  captain  was  an  Argentine, 
the  engineer  a  Scotchman.  There  were  accommodations  for 
twenty  passengers,  part  of  them  in  the  open  saloon,  and  a 
part  in  two  cabins,  in  the  stem,  set  apart  for  women  and 
children.  We  started  with  one  passenger  besides  myself, 
and  took  two  more  on  board  at  the  first  stop,  the  town  of 
San  Borje,  in  Brazil,  where  we  also  shipped  two  thousand 
hides  and  a  quantity  of*  wool. 

In  going  on  from  San  Borje  we  have  a  loaded  schooner 
in  tow.  There  is  a  strong  breeze  from  the  southward,  and  a 
number  of  sailing-craft  take  advantage  of  this  to  stem  the 
swiftly  running  current,  their  sails  standing  out  in  the  style 
known  to  sailors  as  "  wing-and-wing."  The  larger  ones  are 
rigged  like  our  brigs,  and  the  smaller  ones  with  a  single  mast 
or  sail,  or  sails,  like  the  conventional  Mediterranean y<?Zt^(?c(i. 
We  stop  several  times  to  load  wood  for  our  boiler,  great 
piles  of  it  being  stacked  at  intervals  upon  the  high  banks  and 
thrown  down  to  us.  It  is  sold  at  the  rate  of  sixty  cents  a 
hundred  short  sticks.      There  are  several  steamers  which 
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I  navigate  tLe  U])per  Unignay — that  part  of  it  between  Saa 
I  Tome  and  Ceibo,  a  distance  of  aboat  one  hnndred  and  sev- 
I  entj'-five  miles.  Below  Coibo,  for  a  distance  of  one  hnndred 
I  miles,  steam -navigation  is  interrupted  by  a  series  of  falls  and 
1  rapids,  though  a  great  part  of  the  river  is  traversed  by  na- 
I  tive  boats,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  water 
I  is  especially  high,  the  whole  of  it.  A  railway  on  the  A.i^n- 
1  tine  bank,  one  hundred  miles  in  length,  connects  the  freight 
I  and  passengers  of  the  upper  and  the  lower  river  navigation. 
1  A  like  railway  has  also  been  projected  upon  the  Urnguaj 
I  bank,  but  only  a  small  portion  of  it  has  been  completed. 
I  From  C'oncordia,  the  southern  terminus  of  the  Argentine 
I  railway,  the  river  is  wide  and  deep,  and  there  is  almost  daily 
I  steamer  communication  with  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres. 
I  The  Uruguay  is  not  like  tlie  Paranil  as  regards  its  reefs. 
1  Here  they  arc  far  too  many  and  too  massive  to  pay  for  exea- 
l  a  ship-canal.     In  the  ParanA  the  Apipe  rapids  form 
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ter.  This  is  first  nearly  filled  with  the  mat6  from  a  little 
opening  at  the  smaller  end  and  then  very  hot  water  is  added 
to  the  brimming-point.  A  long  brass  or  silver  tube,  the  size 
of  an  ordinary  lead-pencil,  at  whose  lower  extremity  is  a  sort 
of  spoon  pierced  with  holes,  is  then  inserted.  This  spoon  is 
used  to  stir  the  mat6,  and  through  the  tube  you  imbibe  the 
tea.  The  gourd  holds  only  a  few  swallows,  and  after  being 
emptied  is  taken  out,  refilled  with  hot  water,  and  handed  in 
turn  to  each  of  the  others  in  the  company.  It  frequently 
thus  circulates  half  a  dozen  times,  a  boy  being  constantly 
employed  in  serving  it.  Sometimes  a  little  sugar  is  added, 
but  I  found  tlie  natural  taste  a  rather  pleasant  bitter.  It  is  a 
strong,  stimulating  drink,  whose  tonic  influences  extend  over 
several  hours.  Wealthy  people  have  their  mat^  gourds 
carved,  and  the  silver  drinking-tubes  elaborately  ornamented 
with  figures  of  plants  and  birds.  All  these  people,  both  rich 
and  poor,  use  the  mat6,  and  besides,  great  quantities  of  it  are 
exported  to  Brazil  and  other  more  distant  South  American 
states.  The  appearance  of  the  yerha-mate,  or  tea-shrub,  is 
like  the  English  holly.  It  grows  without  cultivation  on  the 
borders  of  the  wildernesses,  and  there  are  even  entire  forests 
of  it.  There  are  only  two  simple  processes  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  mate,  which  thus  gives  it  a  certain  advantage  over 
the  Chinese  product.  The  first  is  the  cutting  of  the  trees 
and  the  gathering  of  the  young  leaves,  which  are  generally 
dried  in  the  field  over  quick  fires.  The  second  process  is  the 
crushing  of  tlie  dried  materials,  which  is  carried  on  at  a 
mate-mill.  The  one  which  I  saw  at  Tupurupucu  had  six 
wooden  stampers  worked  by  teeth,  placed  spirally  round  the 
circumference  of  a  revolving  cylinder.  The  motive  power 
was  a  strong  mule.  Other  and  larger  mills,  however,  derive 
their  power  from  water  passing  an  overshot  wheel  of  great 
diameter.  These  frequently  turn  out  three  tons,  weight  of 
mate  per  day. 


CHAPTER  XSIV. 

DOWN    THE   TTEOOtlAr. 

"We  called  for  some  fresh  provisions  at  the  Argentina 
I  village  of  San  Martin,  so  named  in  honor  of  the  famous  Gen-  ! 
I  eral  San  Martin,  who  was  bom  here.  Opposite  is  the  most  1 
I  important  afflaeiit  of  the  Uruguay,  the  Ibicuy,  a  river  navi- 
I  gable  for  native  vessels  for  upward  of  one  himdrod  miles, 
I  The  nest  stop  was  also  in  Ilie  Argentine  Republic,  at  Restan- 
1  v-illage  delightfully  eituated  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in 
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Ana,  where  he  established  a  vast  garden,  and  acclimatized 
numbers  of  strange  plants.  Bonpland  died  in  1858,  but  one 
year  before  his  illustrious  colleague  Humboldt. 

In  the  evening  we  anchored  nearly  opposite  Be^tauracion, 
at  the  Brazilian  town  of  Uruguayana,  a  place  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  a  hill  sloping  back  from  the  river  and  covered  with 
orange  groves.  A  large  barrack  showed  conspicuously  near 
the  bank.  At  daybreak  on  the  next  morning  we  started  down 
the  river,  now  at  a  greater  rate  of  speed,  having  got  rid  of 
the  vessel  which  we  had  been  towing.  The  river  was  about  a 
mile  in  width,  and  the  banks  were  low  and  but  little  wooded. 
In  the  distance  was  fine  meadow-land,  and  several  herds  of 
ostriches  were  seen.  We  reached  Ceibo,  the  port  of  the 
town  of  Monte  Caseros,  three  miles  distant,  about  noon. 
Three  or  four  small  steamers  were  clustered  here,  and  half  a 
dozen  sailing-vessels  were  moored  in  a  little  creek  upon 
which  stands  the  railway-station,  a  suitable  brick  and  iron 
edifice.  The  train  departed  at  1.30  p.  m.  for  Concordia.  The 
line  is  English  in  its  equipment,  and  the  carriages  have  iron 
sunshades  at  the  sides,  as  in  Egypt  and  India.  There  were 
but  two  classes  of  passenger-cars,  and  a  small  postal  and  bag- 
gage van,  but  many  freight-cars  which  were  loaded  prin- 
cipally with  hides.  Monte  Caseros  is  a  small,  dull  town,  with 
much  good  pasture  going  to  waste  in  the  streets.  The  line 
of  railway  to  Concordia  passes  the  entire  distance  through  an 
undulating  prairie  of  grass,  with  trees  visible  only  on  the 
banks  of  the  distant  Uruguay.  The  river  itself  is  not  in 
sight,  although  we  run  parallel  to  it,  until  we  near  the  end 
of  the  journey.  In  the  pampa  are  many  great  herds  of  cat- 
tle and  horses,  and  a  few  sheep  and  ostriches.  Uruguay  con- 
sists mostly  of  luxuriant  pastures,  and  the  chief  industry  is 
the  raising  of  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  as  in  the  Argentine 
Republic.  Half  a  dozen  stations  dot  the  line,  some  sur- 
rounded with  only  a  cluster  of  native  huts,  others  communi- 
cating with  a  neighboring  town  or  colony.  At  Concordia, 
which  we  reached  in  six  hours,  we  entered  a  fine  large  sta- 
tion, built  quite  in  the  English  style.     The  town  of  Salto, 
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vith  its  wiiitewaslied,  etnccoed  housce,  efione  regplendent  in 

e  Betting  sun.     This  is  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a 

w  inili.'S  above  Concordia.     The  latter  is  a  bustling  town, 

with  a  tramway,  a  plaza  full  of  trees,  a  cheap-looking  Liberty 

sluitin,  an  unfinished  cathedral,  and  a  hotel  as  good  as  any 

■n  Buenos  Avres,  if  not  better.     It  is  kept  by  a  Frenchman, 

lind  ia  large,  clean,  and  comfortable,  with  a  very  liberally 

supplied  table. 

At  seven  o'cIoca  the  following  morning  I  left  for  the  town 
fcf  Fray  Bertot^.  and  the  famous  meat-extract  factory  of  Lie- 
liig,  in  Uruguay.  Two  large  steamers,  of  different  liaeB, 
>ailed  simultaneously,  and  both  were  well  patronized.  In 
ir,  at  Salto,  were  several  merchant-vessels  and  a  email 
Jteamer,  and  near  the  town  were  two  salarJeros,  or  meat- 
alting  factories.  There  was  also  a  large  naladcro  at  Con- 
cordia. Both  these  towns  are  busy  places.  Concordia,  in 
I  the  third  town  in  importance  in  the  Argentine  Re- 
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built  upon  a  high  peninsula,  with  broad,  macadamized  streets 
and  a  plaza  crowded  with  trees.  On  a  similar  headland,  about 
a  mile  south,  are  the  buildings  of  the  Liebig  extract-of-meat 
establishment  and  those  of  its  employes,  making  a  small  vil- 
lage by  themselves.  Half  a  dozen  vessels  were  in  the  river, 
engaged  in  shipping  the  well-known  juice. 

The  next  morning  I  visited  the  famous  factory.  The 
grounds  are  surromided  by  a  high  brick  wall,  entered  through 
a  lofty  archway.  The  manager  and  superintendents  live 
within  this  inclosure,  though  the  most  of  the  employes  are 
in  the  village  apart  by  themselves.  The  company  employs 
about  a  thousand  hands,  who  with  their  wives  and  children 
form  a  community  of  over  twenty-five  hundred  people.  In 
the  private  office  of  the  manager  were  a  fine  large  library 
of  English,  German,  and  Spanish  books,  and  a  table  loaded 
with  recent  English  periodicals.  Upon  a  huge  sideboard 
stood  an  excellent  bust  of  Justus  Liebig,  the  great  German 
chemist.  There  was  also  a  cabinet  containing  jars  of  all  the 
various  kinds  and  sizes  in  which  the  extract  is  packed  for 
market.  Adjoining  this  room  were  several  used  by  the 
cashier,  secretaries,  and  book-keepers.  The  company  work 
but  seven  months  of  the  year.  They  have  some  thousands 
of  acres  of  pasture,  and  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cattle. 
Since  the  company  was  started,  in  1865,  the  number  of  cattle 
slaughtered  is  2,600,000,  representing  a  value  of  $36,400,000. 
During  the  slaughtering  season  1,000  oxen  are  killed  daily. 
They  are  good  and  sound  animals,  and  not  less  than  four 
years  old.  You  are  shown  by  obliging  clerks  through  all 
the  different  parts  of  the  factory.  Connected  with  the  estab- 
lishment are  all  sorts  of  machine-shops,  so  that  nearly  every- 
,thing  necessary  is  made  upon  the  premises.  There  is  a  tin- 
smith's, a  carpenter's,  and  an  engineer's  shop,  each  on  a  very 
complete  scale.  Adjacent  is  a  good  iron  pier,  at  which  ves- 
sels may  lie  and  load  directly  from  the  works  by  means  of  a 
tram-road. 

A  short  distance  out  on  the  pampa  there  are  large  corrals, 
and  a  stockade-bordered  lane  leads  into  the  slaughtering-yard. 
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Arrived  at  tliis  general  depot,  abont  fifty  cattle  are  cloeoly* 
penned,  aiid  a  man,  standing  on  tbe  sttrckaOe,  laeaoes  them  I 
one  by  ono,  tlie  end  of  bis  lasso  being  attached  to  a  neigliborin^J 
winch,  turned  by  etetira,  which  liaule  tbe  fattid  beast,  stnm-l 
bling  and  slipping  and  pnabing  aside  all  anlniak  in  its  way,  I 
till  its  head  touches  a  beam  where  stands  the  matador  orl 
killer.  This  man  is  armed  with  a  short,  broad-bladed,  sharp-J 
pointed  knife.  With  one  blow,  close  behind  the  home,  he  I 
serers  the  spinal  cord,  and  tbe  animal  drops  v-itb  a  heavy! 
thnd,  but  without  a  struggle,  ujion  a  small  iron  fmcV.  ThiS'l 
is  at  once  drawn  (tbe  lasso  having  been  disengaged)  by  two  I 
men  into  a  great  shed,  where  nl>oiit  one  hundred  men  are  I 
busily  at  work  skinning  and  entting  np  the  earcneses.  Noftfl 
nnfreipiently  the  horns  of  the  one  lassoed  become  entangled  V 
with  tbe  horns  of  another,  and  they  are  bronght  np  tothtfl 
beam  and  dispatched  together.  Along  one  side  of  the  great^ 
shed  ai'e  long  ranges  of  rails  for  hanging  meat,  and  along  the  I 
other  is  a  flat,  flagged  place,  slightly  shelving,  upon  which  I 
the  oxen  are  laid.  Here,  by  means  of  a  lasso  attached  to  a« 
horse,  tbe  animal  is  hauled  into  its  place,  where  a  skinner  is  I 
wiuting  for  it.  He  immediately  cuts  its  throat  and  begins  I 
bis  work,  very  rapidly  removing  the  skin.  Thongh  the  vio- 1 
tim's  sensation  is  probably  entirely  destroyed  by  severance  of  1 
its  spinal  cord,  yet  muscular  action  is  not ;  and  it  is  rather 
ghastly  to  see  the  struggles  of  an  animal  with  half  its  skin 
off,  and  to  detect  a  sound  pwnfully  like  a  bellow.  These 
movements  seem  to  take  place  when  certain  nerves  about  J 
the  neck  are  touched  and  thus  set  in  action.  Soon  the  ani-  m 
mal  is  cut  into  a  hundred  pieces,  and  the  parts  are  gnickly  J 
sorted  and  taken  in  different  directions.  The  meat,  warm.! 
and  quivering,  is  cut  from  the  bones  and  bung  upon  the  railaa 
provided  for  that  purpose,  and  the  skins  are  put  into  lai^  J 
brine-baths  for  soaking.  £ntrailH,  skulls,  horns,  tongues, 
hooft,  and  even  the  blood,  are  carried  away.  Everything  is 
carefully  preserved,  and  every  part  of  the  animal  is  ntilized. 
Even  the  bones  are  ground  and,  mixed  with  the  meat  after  J 
the  extract  is  obtained,  with  bide-trimmlngs  and  blood,  areA 
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made  into  an  artificial  guano  which  proves  a  very  eflBcient 
fertilizer.  The  skinners  wield  knives  like  razors,  work  with 
lightning  rapidity,  and  show  profound  knowledge  of  bovine 
anatomy.  They  will  skin  and  cnt  an  animal  into  a  hmidred 
pieces  in  eight  minutes.  The  operation  has  been  done  in 
five.  Each  skinner  gets  fifteen  cents  per  head ;  but,  if  in 
skinning  he  makes  a  hole  in  the  skin,  he  loses  his  payment 
for  that  animal.  In  the  height  of  the  season  he  disposes  of 
about  thirty-five  in  a  day.  The  sight  of  the  great  shed, 
where  thirty  bullocks  at  a  time  are  being  skinned  and  cut  up 
by  wild-looking,  half-naked  men,  covered  with  blood  from 
head  to  foot,  the  pavement  running  rivers  of  blood  and 
clotted  gore,  is  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  as  well  that  a  very  sensitive  person  should  not  in- 
spect this  part  of  the  establishment.  But  the  fine  adapta- 
bility of  everything  for  its  purpose,  the  splendid  order  ob- 
served by  the  workmen,  and  the  preservation  of  as  high  a 
degree  of  cleanliness  as  is  consistent  with  such  a  business, 
strike  the  visitor  as  very  remarkable. 

When  it  has  cooled,  the  meat  is  cleared  of  fat,  and  is 
stewed  in  large  oblong  caldrons,  in  which  the  water  is  kept 
soraewliat  below  the  boiling-point,  as  it  is  a  peculiarity  of  the 
extract  that  it  contains  no  matter  not  soluble  in  cold  as  dis- 
tinguished from  boiling  water.  The  thin  soup  so  obtained 
is  then  strained  off  and  carefully  skimmed,  which  removes 
any  trace  of  grease  that  may  have  remained  in  the  meat.  It 
is  then  passed  through  a  series  of  elaborate  evaporations,  out 
of  each  of  which  it  comes  thicker,  until  it  reaches  a  consist- 
ency rather  more  solid  than  treacle.  The  liquid  becomes  a 
jelly  on  cooling.  It  is  now  ready  for  use,  and  is  packed  in 
large  tins  holding  about  a  hundred  and  ten  pounds  of  the 
extract.  Each  of  these  tins  contains,  on  an  average,  the  sub- 
stance of  fifteen  animals,  and  is  worth  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars.  The  tins  are  exported  in  that  form  to  Ant- 
werp, where  they  are  examined  by  a  special  chemist  attached 
to  the  company's  general  depot,  after  whose  approval  and 
guarantee,  as  regards  composition  and  flavor,  the  extract  is 
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potted,  put  lip  in  cafiea,  and  sent  out  to  all  tho  marlieta  of  i 
world. 

As  every  one  knows,  Liebig's  extract  of  meat  is  used  as  »  ■ 
higlil;  condensed  and  nutritive  food,  as  a  tonic  for  the  d&i  1 
bilitated  and  eick,  as  a  stock-pot  for  soups,  made  dishes,  and'  f 
eauces,  and  for  tlavoring  meat,  game,  and  fish.  A  pound  ot  I 
extract  is  sufflcient  to  prepare  one  hundred  and  ninety  pofi-  ■ 
tions  of  Eoup,  of  a  strength  equal  to  that  obtained  by  the  I 
cooking  of  forty -five  pounds  of  meat  during  three  houn.  I 
The  preparation  contains  cliieliy  fatty  matter,  flavoring  ami  I 
odoriferons  principles,  meaty  acids,  and  certain  solublo  alk»>  I 
line  salts.  Though  from  thirty-four  pounds  of  lean  meat  I 
but  one  of  the  extract  is  acquired,  yet  the  concoction  doefr  I 
not  contain  as  many  highly  nutritive  as  stimulative  .qualitieA,  ' 
which  act  as  excitants  of  the  digestive  organs  and  tend  to 
restore  the  appetite.  The  article  never  deteriorates,  because 
wholly  dei^titute  of  grease,  albumen,  and  gelatin.     The 
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properly  roadstead,  as  Buenos  Ayres.  Fonr  or  five  of  the 
passengers  were  taken  on  board  in  a  small  tender.  On  onr 
way  the  frequent  appearance  above  the  surface  of  only  half 
the  masts  of  vessels,  hinted  plainly  enough  of  the  dangers 
and  risks  of  River  Plate  commerce.  I  found  the  Hevelius 
deeply  laden  with  her  cargo,  and  possessing  accommodations 
for  a  goodly  number  of  passengers,  distributed  in  three 
classes.  Those  of  the  first  class  were  very  comfortably 
lodged.  The  saloon  was  a  superb  room,  built  upon  the  deck 
and  lined  with  white  marble,  which  gave  it  a  cool,  comforta- 
ble look,  at  least  for  those  occupying  it  during  the  tropical 
part  of  the  route.  It  was,  moreover,  very  luxuriously  fur- 
nished and  ornamented,  but  the  table  was  of  the  character 
too  often  found  in  English  steamers — a  small  variety  of  very 
plain  food,  simply  prepared,  and  tasting  as  if  all  had  been 
cooked  in  the  same  kettle.  Not  fewer  than  five  meals  were 
furnished  daily.  In  these  particulars  the  French,  Italian, 
and  German  steamers  are  generally  far  superior  to  the  Eng- 
lish, though  I  am  free  to  admit  a  sort  of  compensation  in  the 
correct  discipline  and  seamanship  always  to  be  found  on 
steamers  of  British  nationality.  We  weighed  anchor  at  six 
o'clock — Buenos  Ayres  lying  so  low  as  to  be  quite  out  of 
sight.  We  passed  two  Argentine  war-vessels,  a  monitor  and 
a  sloop,  and  reached  Montevideo  early  the  following  morn- 
ing. Here  we  sj)ent  the  day  loading  dried  beef  and  live 
sheep  for  Rio  Janeiro.  The  remainder  of  our  cargo  con- 
sisted of  wool  and  hides,  bound  to  Antwerp.  Anchored 
near  us  were  a  score  of  steamers,  several  of  them  crowded 
with  Italian  immigrants.  The  beautiful  and  convenient 
position  of  Montevideo,  as  compared  with  Buenos  Ayres,  is 
at  once  apparent.  Montevideo,  however,  is  about  all  there 
seems  to  be  of  Uruguay,  excepting  the  large  towns  of  Pay- 
sandu  and  Salto,  on  the  Uruguay  River.  At  sunset  we  de- 
parted for  Rio  Janeiro,  a  voyage  of  about  eleven  hundred 
miles. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

KIO   DK   JAITEIHO. 

We    cek-bratcil   a  very  merry  CLristmaE,  on   the   27th 
passed  the  Trojiic  of   Capricorn,  and   late  in  the  evening 
flighted  a  powerful  light  on  one  of  a  group  of  islands  lying  a 
diort  distance  fi-oni  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Rio  de  Jar 
neiro.     It  is  a  revulvinf;  light,  aud,  showing  first  white  and 
then  red,  nuiki'S  a  very  prelty  sighl.     As  we  approached  the 
entrjDCL-  nf  thL'  harbor,  tlic  d;irk  hills,  with  their  diversified 
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height.  We  sheered  over  to  within  hailing  distance,  and 
were  challenged  (in  Portuguese),  "  What  steamer  is  that  ? " 
Onr  captain  answered  from  the  bridge,  "  Hevelius."  "  All 
rightee  "  came  back  from  the  fortress,  and  on  we  sped,  past 
another  fortification,  on  a  small  island  in  mid-channel,  and 
still  another,  on  an  island  far  to  the  left,  near  which  we 
anchored  for  the  night,  the  forts  meanwhile  exchanging 
some  lime-light  signals.  The  harbor  had  here  widened  to 
abont  two  miles.  On  the  left  lay  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
with  a  broad  street,  at  the  water's  edge,  some  four  or  five 
miles  in  length.  This,  having  an  unbroken  line  of  gas-lamps, 
presented  a  very  beautiful  appearance,  as  did  also  the  hills 
beyond,  bespangled  with  thousands  of  scattered  lights.  Up- 
on the  opposite  side  of  tlie  bay  is  a  large  suburb  called  Nio- 
theroy.  Here,  on  projecting  points,  are  two  more  fortifica- 
tions, and  a  headland  about  the  center  of  the  great  city  bears 
another;  so  that  altogether  Kio,  with  its  seven  fortresses, 
ought  to  consider  itself  amply  protected,  especially  when  we 
add  the  presence  of  several  huge  ironclads  moored  a  short 
distance  from  the  shore.  As  our  anchor  fell  to  the  distant 
bottom,  the  bright  moon  rose  above  the  eastern  hills,  and 
illumined  a  marvelous  scene.  The  whole  bay  was  sur- 
rounded by  little,  pointed,  and  turreted  hills,  standing  one 
behind  the  other,  in  every  conceivable  position,  and  ranging 
in  every  possible  direction.  Some  were  bare,  others  covered 
with  vegetation ;  but  at  the  bases  of  all  could  be  seen  palms, 
bananas,  and  other  tropical  plants.  The  bay  was  sprinkled 
with  islands  near  its  shores,  which  were  very  deeply  indented. 
The  northern  banks  were  too  low  and  too  distant  to  be  dis- 
tinguishable, but  the  splendid  range  of  the  Organ  Mountains, 
some  three  thousand  feet  in  height,  could  be  dimly  outlined 
in  the  far  distance.  Beyond  old  Sugar-Loaf,  to  the  south- 
west, was  a  precipitous  cone  called  the  Corcovado.  This 
peak  is  about  twenty-three  hundred  feet  in  height,  and 
has  a  belvedere  crowning  its  summit,  which  is  reached  by  a 
cog-railway  like  those  of  the  Bighi  and  Mount  Washington, 
and  from  which  a  magnificent  view  of  the  bay  and  city  of 
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I  Rio  may  be  obtained.     Tlie  extreine  pictureequcuoi^  of  all  | 
I  these  hills  aboat  tbe  bay  I  leave  to  my  illuEtrations  ratber  I 
I  tlian  to  my  pen.     At  tirat  I  greatly  regretted  being  compelled 
I  to  enter  so  renowned  a  barbor  at  nigbt,  but  I  afterward  con- 
I  gratulated  myself ;  for  I  bad  tbe  unusual  experience  of  be-  ] 
I  holding  it  crowned  by  starlight  and  gaslight  on  the  edge  of   ' 
I  tbe  ocean's  murky  darkneee;   tben  illumined  by  a  glorious 
I  yellow  moon;  and,  Knally,  sparkling  iu  tbe  daylight  beside 
Ian  azuri!  sea.     Upon  going  on  deck  I  beheld  what  must 
I  undoubtedly  be  called  tbe  most  romantic  and  amazing  group- 
I  ing  aud  display  of  natural  and  artitieial  objects  to  be  wit- 
I  nessed  on  earth.     I  know  not  to  what  to  compare  tbie  city ; 
I  it  is  altogether  unique  in  situation  and  appearance.     In  ono 
I  sense  it  somewhat  resembles  Valparaiso,  with  its  streets  wind- 
I  ing  about  the  bay  and  running  up  little  valleys,  aud  its  build- 
I  ings  covering  the  sides  of  eteep  hills.    But  in  Valparaiso  we 
I  have  an  amphitheatre  of  long,  narrow  ridges,  while  here  we 
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contain  the  navies  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  fed  by  a  few 
goodly  sized  and  several  smaller  rivers  around  its  northern 
shores.  Besides  the  great  number  of  small  islands  is  one 
very  large,  in  the  western  comer,  with  the  home-like  name 
of  Governor's  Island;  but  most  of  this  magnificent  bay  is 
quite  unobstructed  for  shipping.  We  hove  anchor,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  our  permanent  anchorage,  near  the  custom-house 
and  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  We  passed  ferry-boats 
which  were  almost  a  counterpart  of  those  in  New  York  Har- 
bor, some  huge  Brazilian  ironclads,  and  men-of-war  of  other 
nationalities,  and  then  reached  a  few  steamers,  with  a  fleet  of 
ships  beyond,  the  greatest  number  of  them  being  anchored 
far  out  in  the  bay,  though  it  is  quite  possible  for  large  vessels 
to  come  right  up  to  the  splendid  wharves  which  fringe  much 
of  the  city. 

I  land  near  an  arsenal,  and  where  a  gigantic  ironclad  stands 
upon  the  stocks  in  process  of  construction.  I  walk  through 
a  portion  of  the  business  section,  and  then  take  a  tram  to  the 
hotel  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city.  The  old  business 
part  of  Rio  is  built  upon  level  ground,  on  a  broad  point  of 
land  which  juts  out  into  the  bay.  This  part  of  the  city 
seems  like  a  bad  imitation  of  Lisbon.  The  streets  run  ap- 
proximately at  right  angles,  but  are  generally  not  more  than 
ten  feet  in  width,  paved  with  "  Belgian  blocks,"  with  an  open 
central  drain  to  which  they  slope,  and  with  sidewalks  on  a 
level  with  the  street  and  not  more  tlian  three  feet  in  width. 
The  streets  are  so  narrow  that  one  does  not  wonder  carriages 
are  not  permitted  in  the  narrowest  and  most  frequented  of 
them.  Even  in  the  others  it  is  a  bad  arrangement  that  side- 
walk and  carriage-way  should  be  on  a  level,  for  the  carriages 
continually  drive  upon  the  pavements,  almost  grazing  the 
store-fronts  and  compelling  foot-passengers  to  jump  into  the 
nearest  doorwav.  The  houses  which  border  these  streets  are 
very  picturesque.  No  two  are  alike.  They  range  from  two 
to  four  stories  in  height,  and  are  in  every  style  of  architect- 
ure, though  all  have  little  projecting  balconies,  and  many 
have  alcoves  on  the  upper  flights.    Some  of  the  larger  and 
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Iiaudflomer  stores  and  public  buildlnga  are  built  of  cut  stone 
— a  sort  of  gray  granite — others  baveduorand  wiudow  frames 
of  etone,  and  the  remaiuder  of  brick  and  atuceo;  or  the  tiret 
story  will  be  of  stone,  and  the  others  of  brick  and  stucco. 
The  walls  of  all  the  brick  and  gtncco  bnildings  are  gayly 
colored,  and  tliis,  with  their  carved  balconies,  low  ceilings, 
and  stimll  windows,  reminds  one  strongly  of  Lima.  The 
ground-Hoora  are  occupied  as  stores,  generally  small  and 
darkish,  but  containing  a  most  extraordinary  variety  of  goods 
of  every  quality  and  quantity.  As  in  Montevideo,  most  of 
the  streets  have  circlets  of  gas  crossing  them  at  fi-eqiient  in- 
tervals for  illuminating  the  city  on  feast-daj's,  which  are 
here,  aa  elsewhere  in  South  America,  many  and  merry. 
Every  house  has,  besides,  its  flag-staff  projecting  over  the 
street.  Then  the  shopkeepers  have  a  way  of  suspending  all 
sor1«  of  signs  and  advertisements — placing  also  a  lai^  portioa 
of  their  stock  in  trade  in  the  doors  and  wiiidowg — in  sudi  t 
manner  as  to  almost  meet  above  your  head,  and  serve,  together 
with  many  awnings,  to  shut  out  the  torrid  sun,  but  alaa  1  the 
air  also.  The  signs  mostly  project  horizontally  ahove  the 
heads  of  tlie  passers-by,  who,  as  they  stroll,  may  thus  very 
easily  get  a  good  general  idea  of  the  imports  and  industries 
of  the  country.  In  these  commercial  schedules  I  was  alwavg 
reminded  of  the  streets  of  the  great  Chinese  cities,  and  nota-l 
hly  those  of  Canton,  which  are  quite  as  wide  as  many  of3 
tliose  of  Eio  Janeiro.  Tramways,  of  both  narrow  and  broad 
gauge,  thread  the  streets  of  Rio  in  every  direction.  The  ears 
are  all  open  at  the  sides,  and  are  drawn  by  strong  and  fleet 
mules.  Many  other  public  vehicles  are  drawn  by  mules  or 
horses.  One  of  the  conveyances  is  a  sort  of  light,  two- 
wheclcd,  single-seated  gig  or  tilbnry,  with  one  horse,  and  an- 
other is  like  the  conventional  hackney-coach,  with  two  seats, 
and  drawn  generally  by  two  mules.  The  coachmen  are 
mulattoes,  and  those  attached  to  private  stables  are  very  gop-l 
geonsly  liveried.  Of  the  many  public  squares  in  Rio,  most' 
are  comparatively  sujall.  The  hotel  I  found  to  be  in  the 
etyle  of  those  in  the  East  Indies,  with  a  profusion  of  shower- 
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baths  in  great  stone  tanks,  and  rooms  in  detached  cottages, 
opening  upon  fine  gardens  filled  with  odd-looking  trees  and 
beautiful  flowers.  Many  great  trees  were  covered  with  enor- 
mous bunches  of  scarlet  and  yellow  flowers,  just  as  small 
shrubs  are  with  us  at  home.  Always  striking  and  interesting, 
too,  were  the  noble  columnar  palms,  with  their  smooth,  gray- 
ish trunks,  fifty  feet  in  height,  and  topped  by  great  tufts  of 
leaves  twelve  feet  in  length.  It  is  midsummer  here — ^though 
"Xew- Year's"  in  New  York — and  exceedingly  hot  (ther- 
mometer 100*^  Fahr.).  The  people  in  the  streets  are  dressed 
in  light  linen  clothes.  Only  those  compelled  by  business 
interests  reside  at  this  time  in  Eio,  and  most  of  these  have 
their  sleeping  quarters  on  one  or  another  of  the  many  beauti- 
ful outlying  hills.  All  the  hotels  are  situated  in  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  the  city,  near  the  shores  of  the  bay.  The 
rooms  are  carpetless,  but  contain  a  cane-bottomed  bed,  with 
very  thin  mattress  and  pillow,  mosquito-curtains,  and  com- 
fortable bent-wood  furniture,  with,  of  course,  a  hammock 
for  day-lounging.  The  windows  and  doors  will  probably  be 
of  blinds  only. 

The  day  following  my  arrival  I  visited  the  Corcovado 
peak,  the  view  from  which  is  the  great  "show-sight"  of 
Rio.  This  peak  is  situated  some  three  or  four  miles  in  a 
direction  southwesterly  from  the  heart  of  the  city.  It  is  a 
great  granite  cone,  precipitous  at  all  points  save  one,  and 
up  this  winds  the  mountain  railway.  The  tramway  takes 
you  through  the  beautiful  suburbs  to  the  neat  little  station, 
whence  nine  trains  each  way  are  run  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days, and  four  each  way  on  other  days.  Before  entering  the 
single  car,  which  holds  about  fifty  passengers,  and  which  the 
engine,  with  an  inclined  boiler,  pushes  before  it,  I  noticed 
that  the  engine  was  made  in  Switzerland,  with  central  cog- 
wheels and  brakes.  The  road  was  surveyed  and  built  by  a 
Brazilian  engineer.  The  engines  weigh  twelve  tons.  The 
rolling-stock  cost  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  road  carries  about  fifty  thousand  people  a  year.  To 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Corcovado  the  railway  winds  around 
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the  sides  of  the  valleys  and  along  the  ridges,  a  distance 
nearly  two  miles.     It  pasees  right  through  a  virgin  foreet 
eplendid  trees,  shrnbs,  creepers,  ferns,  and  orchids.    Tlie  great- 
est declivity  on  the  road  is  thirty  feet  in  a  hundred,  against 
tvrenty-five  in  a  hundred  on  the  Eighi  and  thirtj-threo  in  a 
hundred  on  Mount  Washington.     The  curves  are  uniformlj 
of  a  radius  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet.     Near  the  fii 
station  is  an  iron  viaduct,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  lengtbl 
and  seventy-five  in   height.     Several   smaller   viaducts  arft 
built,  but. there  seenis  to  have  been  much  more  cutting  than 
miing,  the  total  oscavation  amounting  to  seventy-seven  thou- 
sand cubic  metres.     So  much  for  the  physical  and  mechani- 
cal facts  of  the  road.     It  is  more  difficult  to  voice  the  impreo* 
sions  received  while  mailing  the  journey  to  the  summit 
this   natural  "coigne  of  vantage."     Few  things  are  moi 
difficult  tlian  to  portray  in  langnage  the  splendor,  grace,  and' 
beauty  of  tropical  scenery.     Th^ophile  Gautier  could  havwj 
done  it,  for  his  temperament  was  tropic,  his  ink  was  equatt 
,1,  and  his  pen  was  nibbed  with  sunlight.     No  matter  how 
you  may  wander,  the  plants  and  flowers  always  have  & 
efrangeneSs,  the  atmosphere  new  effects.     In  brief,  in  ascend- 
ing Corcovado  you  pass  through  the  heart  of  a  tropical  wood- 
land sitting  in  a  comfortable  railway -car !     About  two  thirds 
of  the  distance  to  tlie  summit  a  good  hotel  has  been  built  on 
the  side  of  an  immense  valley,  over  which  is  a  magnificent 
prospect  of  the  plain  where  the  famous  botanical  garden  has 
been  laid  out^  a  great  lagoon,  some  turret-topped,  rocty  hills, 
and  the  limitless  ocean  studded  with  little  islands  beyond. 
The  hotel  ia  provided  with  a  French  restaurant,  and  even 
a  billiard-room  and  a  shooting-gallery.      It  is  the   custoi 
of  many.of  the  city  people,  during  the  hot,  nnhealtby  BUin-l 
mer,  to  go  there  to  dine,  sleep,  and  breakfast,  or  even 
dine,  and  return  lo  town  in  a  late  train.     On  holidays  the 
place  is  crowded.     Many  fine  walks  diversify  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  through  occasional  breaks  in  the  dense  forest  jou 
obtain  views  any  one  of  which  ia  worth  a  voyage  from  New 
York.     The  nights  are  cool,  and,  what  is  also  greatly  to  the 
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purpose,  you  breathe  pure  air.  From  a  point  just  beside  the 
hotel  you  can  see  the  towering  top  of  Corcovado  to  the  east- 
ward, but  you  can  not  see  the  bay  of  Kio  nor  the  city ;  the 
view  is  to  the  south  and  west.  The  plain  is  everywhere 
dotted  with  the  picturesque  villas  of  wealthy  citizens,  and 
among  the  great  green  groves  of  trees  you  may  occasionally 
see  one  covered  with  the  most  brilliant  flowers.  Between 
all  course  the  yellow  roads  and  paths,  while  the  ocean  gleams 
in  purple  haze,  with  a  border  of  emerald  shore. 

On  continuing  the  ascent  from  the  hotel  you  pass  over 
many  steep  grades  along  a  ridge  so  sharp  that  you  may  look 
down  toward  Rio  on  one  side  and  toward  the  ocean  on  the 
other,  and  suddenly  you  come  out  of  the  woods  on  to  the  very 
brink  of  a  precipice,  with  a  sheer  descent  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand feet.  Part  of  the  road-bed  has  been  blasted  from  the 
cliff,  while  some  of  it  is  built  upon  its  very  face.  And  here, 
to  add  to  your  terror,  is  the  greatest  declivity  of  the  railway. 
It  is  a  more  appalling  passage  than  any  upon  Mount  Wash- 
ington or  the  Eighi.  Should  any  gearing  yield,  a  rail  or  a 
nail  break,  or  any  sudden  obstruction  occur,  nothing  could 
prevent  the  train  being  hurled  over  the  precipice.  Soon 
after  leaving  this  mauvaispas  we  have  glimpses  of  the  bay, 
the  Organ  Mountains  beyond  and  above,  and  the  capital  here 
and  there  between  its  many  hills  at  one's  feet.  The  train 
halts  about  two  hundred  feet  below  the  top,  at  a  point  be- 
yond which  it  would  be  impossible  to  advance  except  by  a 
spiral  tunnel  of  the  rocky  summit  itself.  The  time  con- 
sumed in  the  ascent  is  just  an  hour.  The  summit  is  nearly 
a  bare  granite  rock,  in  which  great  steps  have  been  cut  to 
facilitate  the  visitor's  progress.  This,  as  well  as  a  neigh- 
boring rock,  nearer  the  bay  and  a  little  lower,  has  been  sur- 
rounded by  stout  concrete  walls.  On  the  first  rock  there 
was  a  great,  iron,  octagonal  belvedere,  which  was  fastened 
deep  down  into  the  solid  stone  by  enormous  iron  bars;  for 
though  usually  only  mild  trade-winds  blow,  sometimes  there 
are  gales  which,  at  this  height  and  exposure,  would  severely 
test  any  structure.     The  other  and  smaller  inclosure — it  is 
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hurdlj  ten  feet  in  diameter — is  Tincovered,  and   is  reachi 
from  the  belvedere  hy  steps  cut  in  the  rocka  and  a  narro' 
passage  bounded  on  either  side  by  blood-ciinUing  precipici 
Un  all  sides,  in  fact,  except  that  on  which  jou  iniist  approai 
are  sheer  precipices  of  more  or  less  bare  rock,  fifteen  hn: 
dred  to  two  thousand  feet  deep.    A  stoue  merely  drop] 
over  the  crowning  walls  would,  in  most  places,  descend 
once  to  the  plains  far  below.     The  wonderful  panorama  u 
folded  in  every  direction  is  unsurpassed  in  magnilicencje  any. 
where  in  the  world.     Nowhere  is  there  so  gi-aiid,  so  varie< 
so  picturesque  a  view — mountains,  hills,  the  ocean,  a  liuj 
island-studded  bay,  and  a  city  of  nearly  four  iiundred  thou- 
sand inbahttaiits.     I  had  heard  of  the  marvels  of  this  mid-air 
visjon,  and  had  prepared  my  mind,  but  the  reality  almost 
took  away  my  breath.     I  do  not  wonder  that  many  a  spect^ 
tor  has  been  moved  to  tears.      There  are  doublli 
more  awe-inspiring,  such  as  those  of  the  Himalayas  or  of  ths' 
Bolivian  Andes,  but  I  kiiow  of  none  more  emotionally  im- 
pressive than  this  at  Rio.     It  is  a  peep  from  a  Italloon  which 
shows  you  at  a  glance  how  a  great  section  of  the  globe  has 
been  made  and  oidered,  how  land  and  water  are  distributed, 
and  how  man,  the  innovator,  has  taken  advantage  of  every 
physical  fact  to  impose  upon  them  his  own  designs.     I  could 
.  write  a  chapter  on  the  great  insight  into  the  workings 
nature  and  man  as  afforded  by  the  top  of  Coreovado.     Th( 
total  panorama  embraces  at  least  fifty  square  miles,  which, 
a  clear  day,  may  be  distinctly  seen  without  the  aid  of  tele- 
scope or  field-glass.     During  my  stay  at  Rio  I  made  three  or 
four  visits  to  the  summit  of  Coreovado,  where  I  would  sit  for, 
hours,  always  seeing  something  new,  or  something  old 
made  a  new  impression.     On  one  occasion  I  remember 
air  was  of  such  crystalline  brightness,  and  the  sky  so  al 
lutelj  cloudless,  that  I  saw,  clearly  outlined,  the  entire  eJ 
of  the  splendid  Organ  Mountains,  and  almost  imagined 
law  to  the  end  of  eternity  itself. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

STREET   SCENES. 

A  BOOK  might  be  written  entitled  "Street  Scenes  in 
Rio."  The  Brazilians,  both  men  and  women,  spend  a  large 
part  of  their  lives  in  the  streets,  which  abound  with  the  most 
striking  sights  and  sounds  for  the  new-comer.  Walk  along 
the  Ouvidor — the  principal  business  street — at  almost  any 
hour  of  the  day,  and  jou  will  find  it  full  of  men,  not  hurry- 
ing along  in  the  excitement  and  worry  of  business  activity, 
but  standing  and  chatting  in  couples  and  in  large  and  small 
groups  as  at  a  reception.  Walk  along  any  of  the  private 
streets,  and  you  will  notice  the  heads,  and  most  of  the  bodies 
ali?o,  of  women  hanging  over  the  window-sills  and  minutely 
scrutinizing  every  passer-by.  The  curiosity  of  the  Brazil- 
ians is  not  only  inordinate,  it  is  morbid.  During  business 
hours,  in  the  busiest  streets  (if  any  of  tliem  are  busy,  as  we 
understand  the  term  in  Xorth  America),  you  will  find  every 
doorway  blocked  by  merchants,  who  are  very  closely  engaged 
in  staring  into  the  streets.  They  do  not  seem  to  expect  any- 
thing especial  to  happen — nothing  does  happen ;  they  simply 
gaze  upon  every  passer-by  as  if  he  or  she  were  the  very  first 
human  being  they  had  ever  seen.  Now,  if  the  object  of  this 
doorway  and  street  lolling  were  the  hope  or  expectancy  of 
seeing  an  occasional  fire,  a  procession,  a  police  arrest,  or  even 
a  dog-tight^  there  might  be  a  partial  excuse  for  it,  though 
business  did  suffer.  But  even  during  the  small  portion  of  the 
day  that  the  merchants  are  in  their  stores,  they  do  not  pursue 
their  vocations  with  any  ardor  or  earnestness.  They  treat  a 
customer  with  a  most  nonchalant  air,  as  if  they  cared  nothing 
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I  for  his  monej  in  comparison  with' a  quiet,  lazy  life.  Soma-1 
I  times  the  shopkeepers  reply  at  once,  to  yonr  inquiry,  that  1 
I  they  have  not  the  article  whicli  yon  wish,  and,  if  afterword  | 
I  you  discover  it,  they  merely  smile  and  arch  their  eyebrows,  J 
1  Frequently,  if  you  adk  for  a  particular  thing,  they  will  direot-i 
I  you  to  a  large  case  or  cabinet,  and,  opening  it,  motion  you  to  1 
I  search  for  what  yoii  have  asked,  while  they  are  busy  peering  J 
I  out  the  door,  smoking  a  little  paper  cigar,  or  joking  with  » j 
I  friend.  No  matter  how  much  or  how  frequently  yon  bny,  \ 
I  they  allow  no  discount.  If  yon  object  to  an  extortionate  1 
I  price,  they  rejjeat  it,  and  simply  shmg  their  shonlderB;4 
I  whether  you  buy  or  not  is  quite  the  same  to  them.  Another  I 
I  exasperation  to  a  foreign  purchaser  is  to  find  a  shop  closed  | 
I  on  account  of  its  being  one  of  the  many  feast-days,  op  pep-  \ 
I  bapa  the  alleged  business  hours  have  not  begun,  or  may  be 
I  they  are  over. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  members  of  the  Latin  race 
}  nowhere  averse  both  to  see  and  be  see 
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where  the  family  may  sit  and  see.  The  most  splendid  house 
in  Rio,  if  not  in  all  South  America,  has  been  sacrificed  to 
this  peculiai-ity  of  excessive  curiosity.  The  large  threensftory 
palace  is  built  directly  upon  a  dirty,  hot,  noisy,  dusty  street, 
with  the  paving-stones  running  quite  up  to  the  house-walls, 
and  not  a  tree  to  screen  or  set  off  its  cold,  stiff  stone-work. 
As  the  proprietor  owns  a  great  stretch  of  land  extending 
from  the  street  quite  down  to  the  bay  and  covered  with  splen- 
did old  trees,  fruit  and  flower  gardens,  walks,  fountains,  and 
statues,  one  wonders  why  this  stately  edifice  was  not  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  grounds,  or  at  least  near  the  bay.  But 
the  owner  passes  a  good  part  of  his  time  in  the  country, 
where  there  are  not  many  people  to  stare  at  save  his  servants, 
and,  like  all  the  rest,  when  he  is  in  town,  he  must  pry  into 
the  streets.  Yet,  with  all  this  fault-finding,  I  feel  that  some 
allowances  must  be  made,  especially  for  the  women.  Their 
servants  relieve  them  of  all  household  work ;  there  is  not 
much  marketing  to  do ;  the  houses  contain  but  little  furni- 
ture to  care  for ;  they  do  not  read ;  and  society  ordains 
that,  generally,  unless  accompanied  by  husband  or  other 
male  relative,  they  must  remain  quietly  at  home.  Without 
tastes  to  gratify,  without  resources  in  themselves,  they  are 
literally  driven  to  pass  quite  one  half  of  their  lives  hanging 
over  a  window-sill  or  lounging  in  a  balcony.  Many  of  the 
women  of  the  upper  classes,  however,  take  to  music — sing- 
ing and  piano-playing — and  the  number  of  consecutive  hours 
a  day  they  will  devote  to  practice  shows  clearly  enough  how 
straitened  they  are  for  other  employment  or  enjoyment.  A 
few  become  good  pianists,  but  the  majority  are  wretched 
strummers,  going  over  and  over  again,  day  after  day,  frivo- 
lous French,  Spanish,  or  Portuguese  operas.  The  windows 
and  doors  of  the  houses  being  always  open,  the  neighbors  are 
apt  to  get  a  surfeit  of  these.  In  short,  to  be  more  truthful  than 
gallant,  I  must  describe  the  music  practice  of  Rio  as  a  public 
nuisance.  And  this  music,  with  horn-tooting  added,  fre- 
quently continues  all  night  in  private  (though  more  properly 
public)  balls,  so  that  sleep  is  an  impossibility.     It  seems  a 
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pity  that  tlie  climate  of  Rio  will  prevent  mDnicipal  edic 
einiilar  to  those  oiic«  iBsued  in  Weimar,  Germany, 
effect  that  persons  in  tbe  act  of  playing  on  the  piano  mm 
not  leave  their  windows  open,  and  that  every  pcreon  wishinj^ 
to  give  a  musical  party  at  night  must  pay  a  tax  of  twelvej 
dollars. 

Another  thing,  which  at  once  attracts  the  attention  of  tl 
Btranger  in  Rio  is  the  stillow,  lialf-deud  look,  the  undersized 
and  meager  appearance  of  the  Brazilians,  at  least  of  the  wh 
Brazilians.     The  negroes,  on  the  other  hand,  are  sleek,  v 
oroUB,  and  jolly.     But  Rio  has,  in  truth,  a  very  hot  and  r 
ated  atmosphere — for  at  least  one  half  of  the  year — which' 
elowly  but  surely  saps  the  powers  of  both  mind  and  body, 
and  is  particularly  deadly  to  tho  European  or  North  Ameri- 
can immigrant.     It  is  sad  to  think  that  one  of  the  f 
cities  in  the  world  is  also  one  of  the  most  fatal  to  health  a 
even  existence.     Fortunately,  there  are  sanitariums  in  1 
numerous  hills  about  the  city,  and  to  tliese  sick  citizens  oft 
flee,  literally  for  their  lives.     During  the  hottest  ecason  t 
Emperor,  the  court,  and  diplomatic  body,  and  also  Bradliai 
noblemen  and  capitalists,  reside  on  the  comparatively  < 
and  wholesome  heights  of  the  Organ  Mountains,  at  I'etr 
lis  or  TheresopoUs.     Others,  whose  business  requires  1 
presence  nearer  the  city,  spend  their  evenings,  nights,  i 
mornings  at  one  or  the  other  of  the  neighboring  hill  n 
such  as  Paineirns  on  the  Corcovado,  Ti  jued,  or  near  the  C 
It  is  not  alone  the  vitiated  air  during  the  day,  but  also  ti 
hot,  stagnant  nights  which  prevent  sleep  and  weaken  the  eya 
tein,  while  a  lack  of  exercise  and  an  excess  of  work  i 
worry    produce   dangerous   fevers    and    bowel   complainta. 
This  brings  rae  to  say  a  few   words  aliout   the  dreadfu] 
scourge,  yellow  fever,  with  which  Rio  has  been  so  frightful- 
ly afflicted.     Yellow  fever  in  Brazil  resembles  the  cholera  il 
India  iu  at  least  one  resiiect :  you  may  be  jierfectly  well  a 
strong  one  day,  and  tho  next  not  only  be  dead  but  buriee 
In  a  very  bad  season  the  death-rate  from  yellow  fever  in  Rio 
has  been  as  high  as  two  hundred  a  day.     In  ordinary  sea- 
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sons,  of  seventy  people  who  are  attacked,  at  least  twenty  will 
be  likely  to  die.  Since  its  first  appearance,  some  forty  years 
ago,  it  has  hardly  missed  a  summer's  visit  of  greater  or  lesser 
gravity.  The  drier  the  summer,  the  worse  the  fever.  In 
fact,  in  very  dry  years,  such  as  those  of  1873-'74,  the  fever 
generally  takes  the  form  of  an  epidemic.  The  Brazilians, 
both  white  and  black,  suffer  much  less  from  it  than  foreign- 
ers, and  among  the  latter  those  nations  which  happen  to  be 
represented  there  by  the  lowest  classes,  as  the  Italians  and 
Portuguese,  are  decimated,  owing  to  their  filthy  habits  and 
the  greater  hardship  of  their  existence.  A  sort  of  compen- 
sation is  found,  however,  if  compensation  it  can  be  called,  for 
while  the  negroes  are  the  freest  from  the  ravages  of  fever,  it 
is  almost  they  alone  who  suffer  from  another  terrible  and 
prevalent  disease,  namely,  small-pox.  The  great  causes  of 
the  prevalence  and  virulence  of  yellow  fever  and  small-pox 
at  Rio  are  the  bad  drainage  of  the  city,  the  dearth  of  fresh 
air  occasioned  by  so  many  surrounding  hills,  and  the  stagna- 
tion of  water  and  garbage  along  the  indented  shores  of  the 
bay.  To  these  must  be  added  the  other  charge  of  the  dirty 
habits  and  hard  and  poor  living  of  so  many  who  become  vic- 
tims. Latterly  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  drain- 
age. An  offer  has  been  made  by  an  English  company  to 
level  one  of  the  smaller  hills  back  of  the  city,  which  would 
let  in  a  great  current  of  pure  air,  and  also  have  a  tendency  to 
reduce  the  temperature  several  degrees.  The  stagnant  water 
of  the  bay  would  haitily  seem  remediable.  With  the  habits 
of  the  people  government  has  long  since  successfully  grappled. 
Very  much  has  been  said  about  the  smell  in  the  streets  and 
their  filthy  condition.  I,  however,  must  say  I  generally 
found  them  well  paved  and  clean,  and  the  smells  no  worse 
than  in  other  great  cities  similarly  situated.  It  would,  in- 
deed, be  a  model  city  which  in  the  tropic  zone  was  quite 
pure  and  sweet. 

Upon  landing  at  Rio  and  making  your  first  purchase,  you 
are  amazed  at  being  told  that  some  trifle  you  have  selected 
will  cost  so  many  hundreds  of  this  or  even  thousands  of  that ; 
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and  you  arc  no  lees  astounded  when  the  bill  of  an  ordinaij' 
account  is  presented  you  which  contains  live  or  six  figures. 
The  Brazilian  currency  is  probably,  at  least  in  tlieory,  the 
most  infiniteeimal  of  any  in  the  world,  except  the  antediluinan 
Bmall  shells  called  ancnev,  and  circulating  as  money  In  Africa 
and  India.  Thus,  the  unit  of  the  Brazihan  monetary  syst< 
is  a  real,  written  0^001,  which  is  equal  in  value  to  one  tweu^l 
tieth  of  a  United  States  cent  {a  cowrie  would  be  equal 
about  one  fiftieth)  Of  course,  there  is  no  such  coin  in  circa- 
lation,  the  smallest  being  ten  reia  (the  plural  of  rea/),  a  cop- 
per half-cent.  There  is,  liy-the-by,  in  circulation  in  Hindoft- 
tan  a  copper  coin  of  the  value  of  one   twelfth  of  an  Ai 

cent.  In  Brazil  a  copper  coin  of  forty  reis  circulates, 
■which  succeed  two  nickel  coins  of  one  Imndred  and  two  hun- 
dred reis  respectively.  Next  comes  the  paper  money 
notes  of  one  tlionsand  reis,  called  a  railreis ;  two  milreis,  five, 
ten,  twenty,  thirty,  fifty,  one  hundred,  two,  three,  four,  arid 
a  maximum  of  five  hundred,  which  is  tbus  distractingly  ex- 
pressed numerically,  500$000 ;  though  there  is  an  imaginary 
denomination,  named  conio,  nhich  is  a  thousand  milreis  and 
is  thus  written,  1: 000$.  The  par  value  of  the  paper  milreis 
is  ctjual  to  fifty-five  American  cents,  but  at  the  time  of  my 
visit  it  was  at  a  discount,  being  only  worth  thirty-six  cents. 
A  little  gold  and  silver  were  also  in  circulation.  A  strange 
prejudice  is  entertained  in  Brazil  against  silver  coins;  and, 
while  the  dirtiest  and  most  ragged  hill  is  accepted  without 
hesitation,  the  equivalent  silver  coin  is  received  reluctantly, 
and  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  possible. 
_  The  market  of  Rio  is  situated  directly  npon  the  harbor, 

^^^L  where  are  basins  of  cut  stone  for  the  boats  which  bring  a 
^^^K  great  part  of  the  prodnce  from  the  islands  and  fertile  shores 
^^F  of  the  bay.  The  market  building  is  an  enormous  affair,  cov- 
P  eriiig  a  large  block,  with  several  annoseB  on  adjoining  streel 

I  Several  open  squares  are  filled  with  venders.     The  supplj 

^^^  offish  and  fruits  was  very  profuse,  as  was  to  be  expect 
^^^^  from  the  tropical  situation  of  the  city.  Among  the  fish* 
^^^K   Qoticeddieray,  skate,  mackerel,  prawns,  and  oysters.    Amt 
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the  fruits  were  oranges,  lemons,  bananas,  pears,  cherimoyas, 
and  pineapples.  In  one  part  of  the  market  were  many  live 
animals  for  sale,  such  as  mojakeys,  pigs,  dogs,  cats,  and  mar- 
mosets ;  also  birds,  such  as  flamingoes,  parrots,  pigeons,  ma- 
caws, and  Guinea-iowL  The  greater  nnni^ber  of  the  market- 
women  seemed  to  be  negresses,  and  great, fat, glossy  creatures 
they  were.  They  wore  turbans  on  their  heads,  strings  of 
colored  beads  on  their  necks  and  arms,  and  chemises  so  loose 
as  to  be  continually  slipping  off  their  ? jet-black  shoulders. 
In  Rio.  you  do  not  have  to  go  to  the  market  for  all  your  sup- 
plies ;  some  of  them  come  to  you,  •  and  in  novel  f adiion. 
Thus  you  frequently  have,  calls  from  a  turkey-seller,  a  ngian 
who  generally  has  a  brood  of  twenty  or  thirty  fowls,  which 
he  marshals  with  a  long  pole,  keeps  cleverly  together,  and 
so  drives  them  from  door  to  door,  for  inspection  and  sale. 
You  will  also  be  amused  at  an  early  nioming  or  late  eyenipg 
call  of  cows,  which  are  driven  from  house  to  house  and 
milked  in  measures  of  a  size  to  suit  each  customer:  The 
calves  are  tied  to  their  mothers,  but  of  course  areconapeHed 
to  wear  leather  muzzles.  This  saves  the  expense  of  horae, 
cart,  and  cans,  and  is  a  convenient  method  of  obtaining  pure 
milk.  It  ought  to  be  introduced  in  those  countries  where 
the  pump  so  frequently  intervenes  between  cow  and  con- 
sumer, or  where  the  favorite  revival  song  of  the  milkoian  is, 
"  Shall  we  gather  at  the  river  ? " 

I  will  conclude  this  chapter. with  an  account  of  the  great- 
est street  scene  of  Kio — tlie  Carhival-:-which,*  however,  I 
did  not  witness  until  my  return,  on  March  7th,  from  a  long 
journey  in  the  interior.  Of  course,  every  one  knows  that  this 
festival  of  merriment  and  revelry  occurs  in  most  Boman 
Catholic  countries  during  the  week  before  Lent.  In  Eio  the 
Carnival  lasts  three  days.  Business  is  wholly  suspended. 
There  are  processions  with  music,  and  the  streets  are  full  of 
people  in  mask  and  gown,  who  dance  and  sing  and  blow 
horns,  and  make  a  generally  disagreeable  rumpus.  The 
streets  arc  dressed  with  the  banners  of  all  nations,  little  flags, 
and  colored  lanterns,  are  lined  with  plants  in  tubs  and  strewn 
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I  with  leaves.  Formerly  it  was  not  aa£e  to  go  into  the  streeta 
rittout  a  rubber  suit,  as  water  was  throwa  from  the  honsce 
ipon  passers-by.  Various  fruits  were  also  hurled  back  and 
I  forth.  To  wear  a  high  silk  hat  during  the  Carnival  was 
J  simply  to  make  a  target  of  oiie'a  head.  But  the  police  de- 
Iteniiiiied  to  break  up  these  scenes,  which  always  cause  dia- 
I  order  aud  sometiniL-s  serious  breaches  of  the  jjeace.  I  ob- 
I  served  that  those  wlio  took  part  in  the  tawdry,  uninteresting 
I  processions,  and  the  dancing  and  monkey-play  of  the  first 
I  day,  were  mostly  negroes  and  mulattoeH,  of  both  sexes.  The 
1  Carnival,  as  now  celebrated  at  Rio,  is  not  at  all  a  saturnalia, 
I  but  rather  a  season  of  jokes,  some  of  them  amusing  and 
Iharmlesa,  but  others  of  a  serious  practical  cliaracter.  A^ 
I  though  business  was  intermitted,  and  the  whole  city  given 
r  to  festivity,  I  did  not  anywhere  observe  either  man  or 
Iwonian  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Nor  were  there  any 
Iserious  brawls  or  conflicts  with  the  police,  or  auy  arrests 
Imade  bv  them.     During  the  fcslival  all  the  theatres  have 
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might  notice  half  a  dozen  streams  playing  simultaneously 
upon  one  person,  whose  clothes  would  be  completely 
drenched. 

The  grand  procession  started  down  the  narrow  Ouvidor 
about  5  p.  M.,  and  was  two  hours  in  passing  a  given  spot.  It 
was  of  course  the  conventional  procession — mounted  military 
bands,  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
great  floats  with  papier-mdche  figures  caricaturing  recent 
political  events  a'nd  their  participators,  skits  of  local  nature, 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  goddesses,  carriages  filled  with 
"merry  maskers,"  burlesque  actresses  in  tights,  etc.  The 
floats  bearing  comic  representions  of  recent  national  events 
were  received  by  the  good-natured  crowd  with  roars  of  laugh- 
ter. Just  then  some  unsavory  disclosures  had  been  made 
regarding  the  treatment  of  slaves,  and  I  remember  a  success- 
ful hit  was  that  made  by  a  hill,  upon  the  top  of  which  four 
negroes  were  engaged  in  singing  and  playing  cards.  Up  this 
hill  two  slave-owners  were  striving  to  climb  in  pursuit  of  the 
negroes,  but  just  as  they  were  about  to  reach  the  summit, 
the  effigies  of  two  well-known  abolitionists  were  shot  up  out 
of  the  depths  before  them,  and  the  discomfited  owners  slid 
back  at  once  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill.  This  amusing  scene, 
controUed  by  interior  machinery,  was  frequently  repeated  as 
the  procession  wound  along.  King  Carnival  sat  upon  a  gor- 
geous throne,  quite  thirty  feet  above  the  ground,  and  was 
drawn  by  eight  gayly  caparisoned  white  horses.  As  it 
became  dark,  several  of  the  streets  were  lighted  by  their 
circlets  of  gas,  passing  under  which  the  vari-colored  train 
made  a  very  pretty  spectacle.  The  procession  kept  winding 
on,  up  one  street  and  down  another,  till  it  was  time  for  the 
various  balls  to  begin.  Enormous  crowds,  which  had  just 
seen  it  pass  one  point,  would  rush  off  to  another  street  and 
take  position  to  watch  it  again.  Their  interest  seemed  never 
to  flag,  nor  did  the  vivacity  of  those  taking  part  in  the 
pageant.  During  the  night  I  visited  half  a  dozen  of  the 
public  balls,  and  found  everywhere  the  greatest  enthusiasm 
and  gayety.     At  each  theatre  were  large  bands,  but  they 
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I  played  very  inferior  dauce-mtiBie.  There  were  as  many 
I  spectators  as  dancers,  the  boxes  and  galleries  always  being 
I  crowded.  The  maskers  presented  email  variety  in  costume, 
I  and  few  attempted  to  act  the  characters  assumed.  At  nearly 
I  all  the  tlieatres  a  sort  oi  fandarigo  or  cachuca,  a  lively  na- 
I  tional  dance,  was  extremely  popular.  It  consisted  of  wrig- 
I  gling  and  suggestive  posturing  rather  than  of  dancing,  and 
1  its  evolutions  were  extremely  vulgar,  not  to  say  indecent; 
I  hut  60  strong  is  custom  that  those  in  the  boxes,  who  were 
i'idently  ladies,  watched  without  flinching,  and  with  great 
I  interest,  those  upon  the  floor,  who  certainty  were  not  ladies. 
I  Negroes  and  inulattoes  everywhere  predominated.  The 
I  childish  delight  and  extraordinary  gayety  of  these  partici- 
1  pants,  unprompted  by  liquor,  and  unfla^ingly  kept  up  all 
I  night,  weru  undoubtedly  the  most  striking  characteristic  of 
I  tliis  Rio  Carnival,  Yet  every  one  was  lamenting  that  it  waa 
I  not  what  it  used  to  be^that  the  pomp  and  mummery  were 
;  niirthfnl. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

PUBLIC    BUILDINOS   AND   GARDENS. 

The  famous  Botanical  Gardens  are  reached  by  tramway, 
at  a  distance  of  about  six  miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction 
from  the  central  part  of  the  city.  You  pass  for  a  long  dis- 
tance along  the  shore  of  the  bay,  through  streets  of  the  ele- 
gant country-houses  owned  by  Eio  merchants,  each  of  a  dif- 
ferent style  of  architecture,  and  all  surrounded  by  beautifnl 
inclosnres  of  trees,  fruits,  and  flowers,  with  ornamental  stat- 
uary and  fountains.  Some  of  the  houses  are  faced  with 
pretty  tiles  in  various  patterns,  others  are  covered  with  the 
red  tiles  similar  to  those  generally  nsed  upon  the  roofs,  but 
all  are  ornamented  with  raised  stucco-work  of  medallions, 
tracery,  and  arabesque  borders,  in  diversified  gay  tints.  The 
great  Sugar-Loaf  Peak,  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  as 
we  approached  seemed  composed  of  solid  granite,  with  no 
vegetation  save  a  little  grass.  It  is  always  a  striking  feature 
in  the  everywhere-romantic  scenery  of  Kio  Bay.  You  can 
hardly  believe  that  it  is  not  artificial,  contrived  and  made  by 
human  skill  and  labor,  a  monument  of  some  other  and  great- 
er Cheops.  Leaving  the  bay,  we  turned  to  the  west,  with 
the  rocky  needle  of  Corcovado  upon  our  right  and  ahead 
great  wild  peaks,  one  of  them,  called  the  Gavea,  rising  aloft 
in  the  form  of  an  enormous  square  tower.  The  road  con- 
tinued to  be  bordered  with  charming  villas  and  brilliant  gar- 
dens, as  our  team  of  mules  bore  us  briskly  along  at  the  rate 
of  six  miles  an  hour.  I  have  never  seen  animals  in  better 
condition  anywhere ;  but  the  tram  company  can  afford  the 
outlay,  for  its  stock  is  at  a  premium  of  four  hundred  per 
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I  cent.  We  were  soon  skirting  a  great  bay,  ivitli  a  range  of  j 
I  hills  between  us  and  the  ocean,  and  this  brought  ns  almost 
I  directly  under  the  Corcovado,  which  here  presents  a  Bheer 
I  precipice  of  gray  rock.  Not  very  far  distant  I  spied  a  part 
I  of  the  great  avenue  of  palms,  from  which  tho  Butanical  Gar- 
I  dona  derive  their  chief  glory. 

The  gardens  are  upon  level  ground,  near  a  bay  or  inlet  1 
I  of  the  sea,  and  are  surrounded  by  the  wildest  of  mountain   , 
I  scenery,  a  grand  setting  for  the  wonders  and  beauties  of  i 
I  ture  as  here  cherished  and  displayed  by  man.     Direotly  fao-  I 
I  ing  the  entrance-gate  extends  for  nearly  half  a  mile  the  celo- 
I  brated  avenue  of  royal  paluia,  and  crossing  it  at  right  angles, 
I  parallel  with  the  street,  is  another  aveuue  of  a  little  less   . 
I  length  but  hardly  less  splendor.     The  main  avenue  consists   ' 
I  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  trees,  placed   thirty  feet  apart,  ar- 

I  ranged  in  a  double  row,  inclosing  a  path  twenty  feet  wide. 

I I  say  "  inclosing,"  for  as  you  look  up  the  avenue  you  see  two 
'  roofed  1 
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artificiality,  and  in  a  way  more  instnrctiye  and  pleasing  than 
I  have  seen  elsewhere.  The  contrasted  plants  alone  add 
great  variety  to  the  scenery.  Sometimes  an  avenue  is  lined 
for  a  distance  with  similar  trees,  then  with  others ;  next  with 
one  species  on  one  side  and  another  on  the  opposite ;  after- 
ward in  clamps,  no  two  alike;  and  finally  in  clamps  all 
alike.  For  the  professional  botanist,  a  visit  to  this  ordered 
Eden  woald  be  like  a  foretaste  of  paradise.  Thoagh  bat  a 
very  mild  sort  of  amateur  myself,  yet  during  my  long  slay 
at  Eio  there  was  no  week  in  which  I  did  not  at  least  once 
wend  my  way  thither,  and  roam  enraptured  through  the 
miles  of  labyrinthine  verdure. 

Of  the  number  of  interesting  plazas  in  Bio  perhaps  the 
first  would  be  the  Campo  Sant'  Anna,  or  Acclimation  Square, 
on  the  sides  of  which  are  the  Senate,  the  Mint,  the  National 
Museum,  the  municipality  building,  and  the  station  of  the 
great  Dom  Pedro  II.  Railway.  The  little  park  is  wholly  arti-  * 
ficial,  the  ground  having  originally  been  quite  level,  but  it 
now  presents  a  beautiful  series  of  hills  and  hollows,  lakes 
and  copses,  lawns  and  flower-beds.  In  one  place  is  an  enor- 
mous heap  of  rocks,  over  which  tumbles  a  small  waterfall 
into  a  pond  filled  with  pretty  gold-fish.  The  interior  has 
been  fashioned  into  a  great  cavern,  in  which  you  see  coun- 
terfeit stalagmites  and  stalactites,  water  dripping  into  dark 
pools,  streams  here,  cascades  there,  paths  up,  down,  and 
winding  around,  with  irregular  patches  of  light  and  shadow. 
Clumps  of  plants  have  been  scattered  about  the  exterior,  and 
the  whole  appearance,  both  without  and  within,  is  that  of. 
perfect  naturalness.  Trunks  of  trees  bridge  the  ponds,  as  if 
accidentally  fallen  there.  The  whole  arrangement,  which  at 
a  short  distance  would  deceive  the  most  acute  observer,  has 
been  constructed  from  stone  and  cement,  under  the  direction 
of  a  German  savant.  The  Cascade  Grotto,  as  it  is  called,  is  one 
of  the  particular  sights  of  Rio,  which  a  resident  is  sure  to  ask  if 
you  have  seen.  Every  Sunday  afternoon  a  large  military  band 
plays  in  the  center  of  this  park,  while  the  heaiMnond^  of  the 
city  promenade  up  and  down  the  smoothly  graveled  walks. 


i4       Anor.\n  axd  about  south  America. 

On  the  west  const  of  South  America,  the  Cliurch  is  very 
I  powerful  and  iiiflueiitial,  especially  in  Ecuador  and  Pern; 
1  but  on  the  east  coast  there  not  only  seem  to  be  comparatively 
I  few  clmrches,  but  these  few  are  not  much  attended  even  by 
1  women.  Certainly  uf  all  countries  Brazil  is  the  least  under 
I  the  control  or  induence  of  the  priesthood.  Tlie  mass  of  the 
I  people  ignore  them,  while  by  the  more  educated  classes  they 
I  are  treated  with  contempt,  as  in  Guatemala  and  Mexico.  In 
1  Rio  I  have  frequently  gone  into  half  a  dozen  churches  of  a 
I  morning  and  found  not  a  eeore  of  people  in  all  of  them,  and 
I  this  at  the  customary  hours  of  worship.  I  have  occasionally 
I  heard  mass  celebrated  before  half  a  score  of  people,  and  have 
I  seen  an  entire  altar  of  priests  going  through  their  service 
1  with  no  audience  save  a  J^ingle  bored  verger,  who  at  once 
I  removed  his  eyes  from  the  ceremony  and  riveted  them  upon 
I  me  until  my  departure. 

One  day,  at  one  of  ihe  largest  and  handsomest  churcLee  of 
Itlie  metropolis— that  of  S^m  Francisco  de  Paula— I  attended 
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and  two  rows  at  either  side  upon  the  floor.  A  fine  orchestra 
assisted  impressively  the  gloriously  chanted  mass.  The  arch- 
bishop and  bishops  officiated  in  full  canonicals.  Of  course,  a 
eulogy  was  pronounced  upon  "  F.  11."  The  ceremonies  had 
a  grand  pictorial  and  emotional  effect.  The  simple  black 
dress  of  the  civilians,  the  brilliant  uniforms  and  court  dresses 
of  the  others,  the  rich  brocaded  robes  of  the  priests,  the  som- 
ber ornamentation  of  the  church,  the  drooping  flags  ahd  ban- 
ners, the  arms  of  Portugal  everywhere  displayed  in  conjunc- 
tion with  those  of  Brazil,  all  blended  together  with  innumer- 
able soft  and  harmonizing  lights,  produced  a  scene  that  excited 
the  most  solemn  attention  and  feeling. 

The  wonderfully  picturesque  situation  and  surroundings 
of  Kio,  added  to  the  general  sights  and  scenes  of  its  business 
quarters  and  dwelling  suburbs,  at  first  rather  overshadow  its 
public  edifices — for  so  large  and  wealthy  a  city  there  are,  in 
fact,  but  few  remarkably  handsome  large  buildings — but,  on 
the  other  hand  you  soon  learn  that  their  contents  are  valuable 
and  interesting  or  their  purposes  useful  and  civilizing ;  char- 
ity, amusement,  information,  instruction,  are  widely  dis- 
pensed. 

One  of  the  most  splendid  hospitals  in  the  world  is  that 
called  the  Misericordia.  It  is  larger  and  better  appointed 
than  the  one  at  Lima,  already  described  in  these  pages, 
though  imposing  rather  from  its  vast  size  than  from  any 
special  architectural  merits.  It  covers  an  area  of  ten  thou- 
sand square  metres,  is  two  stories  in  height,  is  built  of  granite 
and  brick,  and  stands  close  to  the  shore  of  the  harbor,  whence 
refreshing  breezes  blow  through  its  windows  and  wards  to 
the  several  beautiful  gardens  of  the  interior  quadrangles. 
The  total  capacity  of  the  hospital  is  twelve  hundred  pa- 
tients, and  it  receives  from  twelve  thousand  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand a  year.  The  general  wards  are  free,  but  the  hos- 
pital provides  special  accommodation  and  privacy  for  those 
willing  to  pay  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  day.  The  inter- 
nal supervision  of  the  hospital  is  in  the  hands  of  Sisters  of 
Charity,  each  of  whom  has  charge  of  a  certain  work  or  cer- 
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Itain  |H)rtion  of  a  ward,  I  obtained  permUeion  from  the 
iMotlier  Sujierior  to  inspect  tlie  hospital,  and  an  official  guided 
Inie  continuously  through  all  parts,  from  the  reception-room 
md  the  splendid  saloon  of  the  emperor,  where  busiuesa 
Inieetingn  are  held,  to  the  dispensary,  the  instrnment-room, 
Itlii!  kitchen,  the  chapel,  the  operating-room,  with  an  amplii- 
Itiieatre  of  seats  for  attending  medical  students,  the  wards,  the 
Bdead-house,  and  the  diasecting-vauit.  Everywhere  was  the 
Bmost  scrupulous  cleanliness,  everywhere  the  most  perfect 
Border  and  discipline.  The  tioors  are  o£  poliehed  oiled  wood, 
Bthe  wainscoting  is  of  gay-colored  tiles.  The  building  seems 
Ball  halls  and  doors  and  windows,  as  of  course  is  necessary  in 
a  climate.  As  the  patients  lie  in  their  beds,  some 
(can  look  out  over  the  bay  and  its  sliipping,  with  grand  views 
f  distant  hills,  while  others  have  almost  equally  refreshing 
[glimpses  of  the  beautiful  flower-gardens  of  the  inner  court- 
Ij-ai'da.  There  are  wards  for  women  and  children,  of  course. 
The  dispensary  and  chemical  laboratoi 
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r  witii  no  flattery,  "and  it  is  dne  to  you  and  the  others,  whof 

I  loving    care,   sclf-mcrifiec,  and  ardor  produce   such  gniadfl 

^^^_    results."     II'  ever  there  was  a  class  of  worutiTi  the  world  o 
^^^^B  vho  deserve  the  reverence,  I  would  almost  say  devotion,  d 
^^^H  all  men,  it  is  the  sweet  and  inorclful  Sisters  of  Ciiarity. 
^^^H  never  pa£e  one  of  the  "  lioly^comniuntty  "  without  an  iostiiu 
^^^^1  ivo  impulse  to  raise  my  hat  in  token  of  profound  respect 
^^^H         One  afternoon  I  visited  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  a 
^^^"    found   nothing   to  say  in  praise  of  the  building's  exterioKj 
r  Inside  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  its  purpose,  namely,  t' 

L  giving  of  instruction  in  the  fine  arts  to  youths  of  both  » 

^^^H  It  contains  a  pictnre  and  sculpture  gallery,  and  many  class-  ' 
^^^H  rooms  for  designing,  drawing,  painting,  engraving,  modeling, 
^^^B  and  embroidering.  The  prizes  were  to  be  presented  to  the 
^^^^  yearly  graduates  that  very  evening,  io  an  opera-house  which 
ia  just  across  the  street  from  the  Academy,  and  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  an  invitation.  It  was  announced  that 
the  Emperor,  who  is  a  great  patron  of  art— and,  in  fact,  ofj 
edncatiou  of  all  kinds — would  be  present,  and  would  bestavq 
the  diplomas  and  medals  upon  tlie  fortnmite  winners.  I  v 
ghld  to  have  such  an  opportunity  to  see  a  reproscntatiW 
Brazilian  audience,  and  also  to  observe  the  luauuer  in  whid 

I  such  ceremonies  were  conducted  below  the  equator.  The  pOT^ 
^^  formance  was  advertised  to  begin  at  8  p.  m.,  and  I  went  early, 
^1  in  order  to  inspect  the  theatre,  which  is  styled  the  Dom  Podro 
^B  II.  I  found  it  to  be  a  large  building,  occupying  au  entire 
^K  block,  and  facing  npon  a  small  open  plaza.  The  front  i 
^B  brilliantly  itluminatcd  with  gas-jets,  and  decorated  with 
^T  flags  of  all  nations.  Above  all  was  the  monogram  of  I 
I  theatre,  aurraounted  by  the  imperial  crown  in  brightly  flam- 
ing outlines.  In  tho  lobby,  down-stairs,  a  military  hand  of 
seventy-five  mulatto  boys  made  music  which  sounded  admira- 
ble as  it  reverberated  through  the  massive  corridore.  Two 
wide  flights  of  granite  steps  led  up  to  tho  jwirrjuette  en- 
trances. Above  were  the  jwrtals  to  a  balcony  and  two  tiers 
of  boxes.  In  front  was  a  commodious  foyer.  The  parquetti 
was  large,  seating  over  a  thousand,  while  the  remainder  c 
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I  the  house,  including  "paradise,"  would  hold  perhaps  four 
I  thousnnd.  The  interior  was  gayly  ornamented  in  varioos 
I  colors,  and  the  entire  house  was  dressed  with  flags,  mottoes, 
I  wreaths  of  flowers,  and  ornamented .  gas-jets.  Above  the 
I  entrances  was  a  lai^o  box-set  apart  for  the  princess  royal  and 
I  family.  To  the  right  of  the  stage  was  the  Emperor's  box, 
I  hrilliiiutly  draped  in  crimson  and  blue  velvet,  bordered  and 
I  studded  with  gold-laee  ornaments.  Above  was  a  huge  gilded 
The  audience' was  already. half  seated  when  I  ar- 
I  rived,  and  the  enormous  stage  was  tilled  with  the  pupils  of 
I  the  Academy,  the  boys  dressed  in  plain  black,  the  girls  in 
I  white,"  with  red  sashes.  A  pretty  effect  was  produced-'by 
I  arranging- them  in  different  groups.  Next  the  foot>-[i^t8 
I  was  a  row  of  tables,  draped  and  flowiBr-dressed,  and  intendM 
I  to  hold  the  diplomas  and  medals.  Behind  these  tables  aat 
I  the  professors  of  the  institution,  nearly  all  of  them  displaying 
I  numbers  of  miniature  oi'ders,  and  many  wearing  medals  sus^ 
pendcd  by  crimson  ribliona  from  their  net' 
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accmtomed  to  the  novelty  of  tha  Biglit  presented  in  tlie  I 
Pedro  II.  TUealre. 

I  agked  a  gentleman  to  keep  my  eeat,  and  ruBlicd  to  a  b 
cony  of  the  foyer  just  in  time  to  witness  the  arrival  of  tJ 
Emperor.  Tlironged  ahoct  the  theatre,  listening  to  I 
music,  was  a  hirge  crowd,  who  I  supposed  would  hail  his 
Majesty's  arrival  with  wild  huzzas  and  much  waving  of  hat8. 
Fancy  my  eurpriae  when  I  heard  not  a  single  cheer  I  First 
came,  at  a  tremendous  pace,  two  brilliantly  uniformed  hus- 
sars, who  cleared  the  way,  then  two  uiore,  aud  then  the  Em- 
peror in  a  close  coach  drawn  hy  six  gayly  caparisoned  mnlcs, 
the  leaders  ridden  by  postiliomi,  the  whoolers  driven  by  »  i 
gorgeously  liveried  coachman  and  attended  by  footmen  l  ~ 
hind.  A  score  of  hussars,  at  the  side  and  rear  of  the  coac 
completed  the  escort,  llis  Majesty  generally  appears  : 
'  public  attended  by  the  Empress  or  some  ladies  of  the  i 
'  rial  family  or  household,  but  on  this  occasion  he  was  accOBI 
paiiied  only  by  his  chamberlain  in  court  unifono,  with  ■ 
great  silver  aud  diamond  star  blazing  upon  his  breast.  Th^ 
Emperor  himself  was  dressed  wholly  in  black,  with  I 
"grand  crown"  of  the  Southern  Cross  and  the  bntton-hole  ' 
[  decoration  of  the  Golden  Fleece.  He  was  received  by  the 
I  Council  of  the  Aca<lemy,  and  escorted  to  the  imi>erial  box. 
I  And  now  a  still  greater  surprise  was  in  store  for  me.  Not 
more  tlian  twenty  people  in  the  great  audience  rose  as  his 
Majesty  entered  and  approached  the  front  of  his  Imjx,  nor 
was  there  ono  loyal  shout  or  applause  of  any  kind.  Naturally 
the  Emperor  did  not  bow  in  recognition  of  such  a  cold  recep- 
tion, hot  instead  sat  himself  down  and  quietly  surveyed  the 
stage  and  auditorinm.  This  was  truly  a  democratic  manner 
of  receiving  the  head  of  a  great  empire.  Even  a  President 
of  a  republic  would  have  had  a  courteous  recognition  of  some 
I  sort  or  other.  A  Httlo  balcony  hud  been  built  in  front  of 
his  Majesty's  box,  with  stairs  leading  to  the  stage,  up  which 
the  recipients  were  to  go  to  receive  their  diplomas  and 
tnedaU.  At  the  foot  of  the  stairs  were  stationed,  us  a  guard 
of  honor,  two  little  boys  in  uniform  and  with  muskets. 
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iThese  jnTeniles  were  relieved  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour 
Ithroughout  the  evening,  and  caneed  some  merriment  to  the   ' 

dience,  'when,  forgetting  their  parts,  they  indulg 
llittle  disputes  directlj  before  the  Emperor,  who  himself  had 
Ito  langh  on  one  occaeioQ  when  one  of  the  Liliputian  warriofB 
Irefnsed  to  be  relieved,  doubtless  wishing  to  see  the  whole 
lehow  from  such  a  prominent  position.  The  performance 
3  with  the  orchestra  playing  the  national  anthem,  the 
lEmperor  and  the  andience  standing  meanwhile.  As  per* 
Iformed  by  orchestra  this  Iiymn  is  certainly  not  very  ingpirit- 
ling,  bnt  I  heard  it  rendered  afterward  by  the  military  band^' 
land  found  it  quite  another  cotoposition.  Then  there  was  a 
Iterribly  long-winded  and  florid  oration  read  by  a  yonng  Por- 
Itugneee  professor.  It  dealt  with  art  in  general  and  in  par- 
Iticular,  foreign  modem  art,  Brazilian  art,  ancient  art,  and  so 
Ion,  for  over  an  hour,  aa  only  an  orator  of  the  Latin  race  can 
Igabblo,  until  half  the  audience  were  asleep,  the  other  half 
iperor  kwking  terribly 
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celebration.  It  sounded  like  a  dirge  over  the  death  of  art 
The  audience  had  stood  enough  already,  and  at  this  began  to 
dribble  out.  The  only  clever  thing  of  the  Evening  was  the 
recitation  of  a  short  original  poem  by  a  well-known  local 
poet.  This  was  delivered,  singularly  enough,  from  one  of 
the  boxes,  but  not  from  a  central  proscenium-box,  as  should 
have  been  the  case.  In  graceful  terms  he  complimented  the 
founder  of  the  Academy,  and  thanked  the  Council  for  their 
work.  Several  gold  medals  were  then  conferred  on  those 
professors  who,  during  two  consecutive  years,  had  committed 
no  more  than  five  breaches  of  the  rules  of  tlie  Academy.  It 
looked  almost  as  if  the  supply  of  medals  was  excessive,  and 
they  were  trying  to  unload  stock.  At  this  stage  the  poor 
bored  Emperor  took  himself  off,  bowing  several  times  to  the 
audience,  which  this  time  at  least  was  civil  enough  to  rise. 
As  his  Majesty  was  driven  away,  the  military  band  in  the 
lobby  gave  the  national  hymn  in  grand  style.  Most  of  the 
audience  now  left,  though  a  concert  of  half  a  dozen  selec- 
tions was  still  to  be  given  by  pupils  of  the  Academy.  So 
cold  an  audience,  from  beginning  to  end,  I  never  saw,  but 
afterward,  at  comic  operas,  I  found  the  citizens  only  too  lav- 
ish with  enthusiasm  and  applause. 


IG 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

KKVIBONS  OF   EIO. 


Amoxo  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  city's  public  inatitn-  ' 
I  tioDs  is  uuqaeatioDably  tite  National  Library.  It  is  located  J 
I  in  a  plain  three-story  boildiug,  in  the  eouthem  part  of  the  \ 
I  city,  opposite  the  pretty  little  park  called  the  Paseeio  Pnbll-  ' 
I  CO.  The  coUectiou  of  books  is  very  rich,  and  numbers  about 
I  a  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand,  in  all  langiiagea,  and  mostly  in 
I  eostly  leather  bindings.  There  are  many  cases  of  rare  mana- 
i  and  literary  cnriositiea.     The  old  Jesuitical  mana- 


of  Nature  being  well  repreeented.   The  original  purpose  was 
the  creation  of  a  mnscuin  of  natural  history,  bat  the  Institu- 
tion was  Boon  made  a  receptacle  for  all  kinds  of  curios  and 
objects  of  scientjtic  and  technical  interest.     From  time  to 
time  it  has  been  enriched  with  collections  made  hj  foreign 
natiintlists  traveling  in  Brazil,  and  hj  valuable  contributions 
I  from  native  savants.     To   gome,  its  most  interesting   i 
I  noticeable  feature  is  its  ethnographical  and  arehieological 
I  partmcnt.     The  civilized  and  uncivilized  Indiana  of  firaeil 
I  maj  be  studied  by  means  of  paintings,  photographs,  and  a 
I  varied  collection  of  their  war,  chnso,  and  domestic  ntcnsils, 
I  implements,  and  manufactures.     The  reminiscences  of  tho 
I  prehistoric  tribes  of  Peru  and  Bolivia,  as  well  as  of  Egypt 
'  and  Syria,  are  interesting.     Time  should  be  given  to  a  fine 
collection  of  pottery  from  the  Island  of  JIarajo   and   the 
lower  Amazon,  in  which   the  evolution  of  ornamental  de- 
signs has  been  carefully  studied  and  abundantly  proved  by 
Prof.  Orville  A.  Derby,  an  eminent  American  scientist,  now 
for  a  number  of  years  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  great  sci 
'  into  which  the  museum  is  divided — that  of  mineralogy, 
ogy,  and  paleontology,     I  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  at 
museum,  becoming  well  acquainted  with  the  director, 
zilian  gentleman,  Dr.  Ladislau  Netto,  who  has  made  soi 
very  valuable  and  interesting  studies  upon  Brazilian  archie- 
I  ology.     He  kindly  presented  me  with  some  of  the  huge  vol- 
umes published  by  the  muBcum,  and  profusely  illustrated  by 
excellent  engravings  and  colored  lithographs,  all  made  iu  Rio 
Janeiro.     In  one  of  these  splendid  volumes  I  noticed  a  con- 
tribution upon  the  "Ethnology  of  the  Valley  of  the  Ama- 
.  zoiiB,"  by  my  lamented  friend  the  late  Prof.  C.  F.  Ilartt, 
I  who  was  chief  of  the  Geological  ajid  Geographical  Survey  of 
I  Brazil,  and  in  whoee  untimely  death,  some  years  ago,  Science 
f  lost  one  of  her  most  learaed  and  most  eameet  devotee.    The 
I  present  head  of  this  imimrtant  survey  is  Prof.  Derby,  who 
went  ont  to  Brazil  originally  as  one  of  Prof.  Hartt's  assist- 
ants.    A  tine  library  of  natural  history  occupies  a  number  of 
rooms  of  the  mosenru  building,  and  there  is  a  large  hall 
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which  19  used  for  the  deliverjp  of  lectnres.    The  mosenra  } 
a  list  of  active  members,  and  electa  as  foreign  associates  those  I 
who  have  specially  distinguished  themselves  in  exploratioQl 
r  studies  of  a  natural  history  character. 

The  Astronomical  Observatory,  over  which  I  was  polite- 1 
J  ly  shown  by  the  director,  is  situated  on  Castle  Hill,  over-  I 
I  looking  the  bay  and  about  the  center  of  the  shore-line  of  the  I 
I  city.  Most  of  the  offices  and  rooms  of  the  observatory  ara  1 
I  reared  upon  the  massive  walls  and  columns  of  an  old  Jesuit  I 
I  convent,  which  furnishes  admirable  bases  for  the  proper  ad-  i 
I  justmeut  of  delicate  scientific  instruments.  I  climb  the  hill  J 
I  by  a  winding,  paved  road,  and  eater  the  court-yard  through  a  I 
I  qnaint  old  gateway,  tlere  are  the  laboratory  and  the  photo-  1 
I  graphic  rooms.  The  laboratoiy,  besides  a  good  outfit  of  n*-  1 
I  ceasary  chemicals  and  instruments,  has  a  small  but  valuable 
I  collection  of  minerals.  Here  also  is  a  large  room  filled  with 
I  astronomical  and  other  scientific  maeliines,  of  everj'  size  and 
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trated  by  very  fine  colored  lithographs,  made  in  Rio.  The 
observatory  also  publishes  infrequently  monographs  on  spe- 
cial researches.  It  is,  besides,  charged  with  the  duties  of 
announcing  meridian  time  every  day,  regulating  the  chro- 
nometers of  the  Marine  and  War  Departments,  and  publish- 
ing daily  meteorological  observations.  Work  has  been  be- 
gun on  a  chart  of  the  heavens,  from  which  valuable  observa- 
tions are  expected. 

In  Kio  a  great  number  of  associations  promote  the  prog- 
ress of  science,  arts,  and  letters.  Among  these,  the  first 
place  belongs  to  the  "  Historical,  Geographical,  and  Ethno- 
graphical Institute  of  Brazil."  This  was  founded  half  a  cent- 
ury ago,  with  the  view  of  studying  the  national  history,  and 
collecting,  analyzing,  and  publishing  documents  of  historical 
value.  I  visited  the  offices  and  rooms,  which  are  large  and 
airy,  with  tables  for  members.  The  library  contains  some 
seven  thousand  volumes,  and  a  large  and  valuable  collection 
of  manuscripts  and  maps  relating  to  the  history  of  Brazil. 
Two  other  rooms  are  tilled  with  the  publications  of  the  In- 
stitute and  files  of  its  exchanges.  The  Institute  holds  fort- 
nightly meetings,  which  are  generally  presided  over  by  the 
Emperor.  It  publishes  a  review,  which  annually  forms  a 
volume  of  one  thousand  pages. 

The  higliest  peak  back  of  Rio,  to  the  westward,  is  called 
Tijuca.  In  company  with  Prof.  Derby,  of  the  "  Museu  Na- 
cional,"  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Lamoureux,  the  able  editor  of  the 
"  Rio  News,"  I  one  day  made  a  trip  to  it,  and  returned  by 
way  of  the  Gavea,  toward  the  ocean  and  the  Botanical  Gar- 
dens. Our  first  objective  point,  however,  was  Whyte's  Hotel, 
a  sort  of  sanitarium  situated  high  up  among  the  hills,  like  the 
hotel  on  the  Corcovado,  and  much  patronized  in  the  hot 
season  by  the  debilitated  foreigners  of  Rio.  We  first  took  a 
tram-car  through  the  suburbs,  a  distance  of  about  six  miles, 
passing  along  a  canal  which  had  been  originally  built  with 
the  intention  of  thus  floating  ships  from  the  bay  around  into 
the  heart  of  the  city,  but  the  scheme  did  not  prove  success- 
ful, and  the  canal  is  now  little  better  than  a  dirty,  stagnant 
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I  aewer,  both  unliealtby  and  an  eye-sore.  Then  came  a  very  j 
1  pleasant  change — a  broad,  paved  street,  lined  with  liandeome  j 
intry-hoiises  ensconced  in  beautiful  gardens  of  every  ape-  I 
B  of  tropical  vegetation.  During  the  latter  part  of  this  J 
I  section,  the  road  became  so  st«ep  that  we  took  on  another  I 
I  team  of  mules ;  and  afterward,  leaving  tlie  tram,  we  were  I 
I  traneferted  to  large  stages  drawn  by  fotir  stout  mules,  and  | 
I  thus  started  up  a  narrow  valley,  the  road  zigzagging  in  sucli  I 
I  an  extraordinary  fashion  that  it  seemed  much  of  the  time  as  J 
I  if  we  had  turned  back.  This  part  led  through  a  beautiful  ] 
I  forest,  and  we  were  able  to  obtain  occasional  glini^jses  of  Rio  J 
I  aud  the  delightful  bay  behind  and  below  na.    Whyte'e  Hotel  I 

—a  series  of  long,  narrow,  low  houses,  nestling  at  the  bottom 
I  of  a  little  valley  surrounded  on  every  side  by  woody  hills — 
I  was  reached  in  two  hours  from  Rio,  a  distance  of  some 
I  or  twelve  miles.  This  famous  old  hostelry,  which  formerly 
3  exclusive  that  travelers  were  admitted  only  through 
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and  labyrinths.  More  than  half  the  distance  to  the  summit 
of  the  peak  can  be  accomplished  by  carriage.  The  roads 
all  pass  through  dense  f orests,  so  that  one  has  <K>nstant  shel- 
ter from  the  powerful  sun.  The  side  on  which  the  bridle- 
path approaches  Tijuca,  shows  it  to  consist  of  an  enormous 
vertical  wall  of  smooth  rock.  You  pass  this,  however,  and 
then  wind  on  and  up  to  a  spot  where  there  is  a  rocky  preci- 
pice, at  the  foot  of  which  you  stand.  Here  the  horse  or 
mule  must  be  left,  and  the  remainder  of  the  ascent  made  by 
means  of  wooden  stairs  and  steps  cut  in  the  face  of  the  bare 
rock.  This  part  of  the  way  is  guarded  by  two  huge  iron 
chains.  Arrived  at  the  summit — three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  feet  above  the  sea — the  view  is  remarkably 
fine,  but  it  is  a  view  of  peaks  and  valleys  and  the  ocean. 
You  are  able  to  see  but  a  small  part  of  the  city  of  Rio.  In 
the  afternoon  we  took  horses  and  rode  around  by  the  way  of 
the  great,  table-topped  peak — the  Gavea — to  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  and  so  back  to  the  capital.  This  route  gave  us  a 
fine  look  at  the  Gavea,  with  its  perpendicular  walls  of  smooth 
rock.  Though  apparently  altogether  unscalable,  it  has  sev- 
eral times  been  ascended.  At  the  summit  of  the  pass,  be- 
tween the  Gavea  and  the  Corcovado,  we  found  an  opening  in 
the  trees  and  a  pavilion  whence  we  obtained  a  superb  pros- 
pect over  ocean  and  bay,  and  the  suburb  of  Botafogo.  This 
is  styled  the  "  Chinese  View,"  as  the  road  from  here  down  to 
the  level  of  the  Botanical  Gardens  has  been  built  by  Chinese 
laborers.  It  is  a  capital  road,  broad  and  with  a  very  slight 
incline  It  runs  through  a  magnificent  bit  of  primitive  forest, 
and  affords  many  charming  little  visions  of  land  and  sea.  We 
passed  one  of  the  great  city  reservoirs,  skirted  the  rear  of  the 
Botanical  Gardens,  taking  a  glance  at  the  splendid  avenue  of 
royal  palms,  examined  the  large  new  cotton-factory,  peered 
up  at  Corcovado,  twenty-three  hundred  feet  above  us,  and 
finally  reached  the  train  line,  which  soon  deposited  us  once 
more  at  our  homes,  after  an  absence  of  but  twenty-four 
hours. 

Of  all  the  mountain  resorts  in  the  neighborhood  of  Rio, 
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iFetropolis  is  the  best  patroDized  and  tbe  most  famons.  It  is, 
liii  fact,  the  summer  capital ;  for  the  Enipuror  and  hia  bouee- 
Ihold,  the  diplomatic  corpa,  and  the  native  arigtocracy,  go 
Ithere   to  escape  heat  and   fever  riske.      The   wealthy   Bio   I 

lerchanta  also  keep  their  families  there,  either  in  private 
leottages  or  hotels  daring  the  hot  season,  they  themselves   ' 
Bgoing  in  and  out  of  town  every  day.     A  long,  narrow,  single-  ' 
Idecked,  paddle-wheel  steamboat   carried   me   in  a  northern 
IdlrectioQ  across  the  beautiful  Bay  of  Rio.     Id  the  front  part 
lof  this  steamer  was  a  double  row  of  seata,  separated  by  a   i 
Icentral  aisle,  as  in  the  American  railway-carriages.     In  the   | 
Istern  was  a  good  re^^taurant,  and  space  for  the  second-class   | 
Ipassengers.     Leaving  the  city,  the  scenery  of  the  bay  was  in-   i 
Idescribably   channiug.      Tbe   Hue   of   hills  containing  tho   ' 
ICorcovado,  Gavea,  aud  Tijuca,  shrouded  iu  mist,  rose,  inky 
Iblack,  against  a  clear  blue  sky.     The  vari-colored  houses  of 
Ithe  city,  quaint  of  arcliitecture,  interspersed  by  a  score  of 
lis,  glowed  in  the  dazzling  sunshine  and  presented  an 
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directly  north  to  the  station  of  the  railway,  called  Mana,  in 
honor  of  the  viscount  of  like  name,  who  has  in  many  ways 
greatly  helped  the  material  progress  of  Brazil.  Mana  is 
twelve  miles  from  Rio,  and  is  simply  a  landing-place  for  the 
steamer,  with  the  buildings  of  the  railway  service.  A  train 
of  four  cars  awaited  us.  The  cars  were  fitted  with  trans- 
verse benches  made  of  straw,  a  side  door  admitting  to  each 
bench.  The  locomotives  used  are  made  in  Philadelphia,  the 
cars  are  of  English  make.  The  steamer  passengers  filled  the 
train.  They  appeared  to  be  mostly  business  men,  though 
there  were  also  some  ladies  and  children.  We  were  quickly 
whisked  eleven  miles  across  a  forest-clad  plain,  to  the  foot  of 
the  mountains,  where  our  train  was  divided  into  two,  run  on 
the  Riggenbach  system.  The  road  appears  to  mount  directly 
upward  through  a  sort  of  valley  in  the  ridge,  with  very  little 
turning,  and  with  no  specially  steep  slopes.  The  speed  is 
greater  than  that  upon  any  similar  road  I  know  of ;  it  is  at 
least  double  that  of  the  Corcovado  Railway.  One  high  iron 
bridge  is  crossed,  but  no  great  engineering  obstacles  present 
themselves.  As  we  ascend,  we  occasionally  obtain  magnifi- 
cent views  of  the  plain  behind  us,  and  of  fine  rocky  peaks 
and  cliffs  before  us.  Not,  however,  until  we  near  the  summit 
of  the  pass — called  Raiz  do  Serra  (Root  of  the  Ridge) — does 
the  wonderful  splendor  of  the  prospect  become  apparent. 
Then  one  can  look  down  upon  the  brown  track  of  the  road, 
by  which  we  have  just  mounted,  as  it  runs  through  the  dense 
green  forests.  We  distinctly  see  the  station  at  the  foot  of 
the  ridge,  and  then  the  road  crossing  the  plain  to  the  bay ; 
and,  carrying  our  eyes  out  over  this,  we  notice  first  Governor's 
Island,  and  then  far  beyond  we  detect  the  Sugar-Loaf,  Corco- 
vado, Gavea,  and  Tijuca.  Rio  can  be  recognized  only  on  a 
particularly  clear  day.  As  we  continue,  the  atmosphere  be- 
comes pure  and  cool.  Before  the  rack-road  was  built,  it  was 
customary  to  ascend  the  ridge  by  a  capital  macadamized  road 
— a  wonderful  piece  of  engineering — of  which  you  frequently 
catch  glimpses  in  the  ascent.  A  light  coach,  with  powerful 
brakes  and  six  mules,  was  used.     At  the  summit  of  the  serra 
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—the  cog-rail  eection  is  four  niilee  long — ^the  divided  train  ilil 
I  reunited,  and  a  Philadelphia  locomotive  takes  ua  quickly  ovor  1 
I  the  rcrnaintDg  two  miles  to  the  station  of  Fetropolie  and  tho  J 
I  end  of  oar  journey. 

Our  whole  time  from  Rio  was  but  two  hours.  At  tli«] 
I  station  a  great  crowd  had  collected,  a  few  to  receive  expected'] 
I  friends,  but  most  merely  to  gratify  an  idle  curiosity.  Tout- J 
I  ere  for  half  a  dozen  hotels  race  up  and  down  the  platfonnj  J 
I  and  omnibus  and  hack  drivers  shuut  at  you  over  the  lovrl 
I  paling.     One  hears  a  different  langnage  on  every  side.     It  »" 

famous  8wi83  resort.  And  this  comparison  i 
I  etrengthened  when  you  enter  an  omnibus  and  are  driven  up  J 
1  long  avenues  of  shops  and  cottages,  with  small  walled-in  i 
I  rivers  flowing  through  the  streets  and  wooded  hills,  and  rocbyj 
I  peaks  towering  upward  on  every  aide.  I  am  put  down  at  T 
I  one  of  the  largest  and  best  of  tlie  hotels  of  the  place,  the  ' 
"  Orleans,"  which  stands  on  the  western  side  of  the  town.  It 
s  set  directly  against  the  side  of  a  hill  which  baa  been  sliced 
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>  the  neighboring  peaks.  The  population  mimbcrs  about  1 
Kten  thousand,  among  whom  arc  many  Gennans ;  and,  in  faol^  I 
IPetropoIis  \\m  much  more  the  apiwaraiice  of  an  old  German  I 
Ktown  than  of  a  Brazilian.  The  reason  given  for  this  is  that  1 
^fioiQO  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  a  colony  Kti  atx)at  three  thou-  1 
{aand  GermanB  located  on  this  spot. 

The  finest  mountain  scenery,  the  beat  elimate,  and  prob- 1 
ubiy  the  most  varioas  and  interesting  vegetation  are  found! 
tin  Theresopolis,  a  mountain  Talley  about  fifty  utiles  in  ft  ^ 
1  northeasterly  direction  from  Rio,     There  it  is  Iiigher,  drier, 
land  cooler  than  in  Petropolis,     The  sharp  peaks  of  the  Or- 
K^an  Moantains  In  the  neighborhood  of  the  former  are  among 
■the  first  and  greatest  objects  of  interettt  to  every  stranger.! 
Tieresopolis  is  frequently  called  the  "  Switzerland  of  Bnp- J 
dl,"  and  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  its  mountain  ecenetyl 
pertainly  give  it  some  claim  to  such  an  appellation.     At  one-l 
hime  it  promised  to  be  the  summer  capital,  for  it  was  the  re-  * 
sort  of  diplomatists,  distinguit^hed  Btmngcrs,  and  wealthy  Bra- 
zilians long  before  Petropolis  was   created.     The  journey 
there  is  of  pome  diflSculty,  though  no  fatigue.     Three  times  a 
Lweek  a  little  steamer  leav^  Rio,  on  which  you  may  cross  to 

e  upper  end  of  the  bay,  to  a  little  village  called  Piedado,! 
Ftrhence  a  diligence  runs  across  the  country  to  the  foot  of  thoa 
tuonntains  in  abont  four  hours.    Here  it  is  customary  to  p&u 
the  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  ascend  the  serra  on  mnl» 
back.     Almost  at  the  summit  the  trail  passes  near  the  "  Fiit " 
ger  of  God,"  whose  sharp,  inacce^ible  peaks  are  conspicuona 
from  the  city.    You  pass  through  u  gap  in  the  mountains 
into  tlie  little  valley,  iu  which,  at  a  height  of  three  thousand 
feet,  Theresopolis  is  situated.    It  is  only  a  straggling  s 
raent,  and  has  no  first-class  hotels  at  present,  but  it  has  a  e 
mate  that  can  not  lie  excelled  ;  picturesque  walks  and  ridee  U 
every  direction ;  elevated  valleys  where  the  ounce  and  tapirv 
are  still  to  be  fonnd ;  and  scenery  which  for  sublimity  and  | 
beauty  probably  has  no  rival  in  Brazil. 


CilAPTER   XXIX. 

THE    EiD'EEOE   OF    BKAZIL, 

One  day  I  wiis  driven  in  a  tilbury  about  five  miles  north- 
Iwest  of  the  city  proper,  to  tlie  Emperor's  palace  of  San 
ICristoval.  It  is  situated  within  extensive  grounds  of  much 
I  natural  beiiiity,  which  have  been  laid  out  with  good  taste  in 
I  winding  avenues,  lawns,  artificial  ponds,  grottoes,  fountaine, 
laud  ornamental  tliickets.  The  site  is  a  commanding  one, 
land  is  well  suited  for  an  imperial  residence.     Tou  pass  two 
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Hifl  complexion  is  florid,  his  expression  sober  and  dignified. 
He  was  simply  clad  in  a  black  broadcloth  "  dress-snit,"  and 
wore  on  his  breast  the  beautiful  star  of  the  Imperial  Order  of 
the  Southern  Cross,  and  in  a  button-hole  the  diamond  and 
gold  badge  of  that  grand  old  historic  order,  the  Golden 
Fleece  of  Austria  and  Spain.  His  Majesty  always  wears 
these  decorations,  but  rarely  any  others,  nor  is  he  often  seen 
in  uniform  or  gala  dress  of  any  kind.  He  is  very  amiable, 
and  altogether  simple  and  democratic  in  his  manners  and 
tastes.  At  Rio  he  is  generally  seen  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  six 
mules,  but  at  Petropolis  he  goes  about  on  foot,  attended  by 
his  chamberlain  only.  He  gives  no  balls  or  dinners,  but  is 
always  accessible  to  the  public  once  a  week,  generally  on 
Saturday  evenings.  He  is  especially  noted  for  his  tact,  en- 
ergy, and  humanity.  He  is,  therefore,  very  popular,  and 
much  loved  by  all  his  subjects.  He  did  me  the  honor  of 
talking  with  me  half  an  hour,  chiefly  about  my  proposed 
travels  in  Brazil,  though  he  spoke  also  of  being  much  pleased 
with  his  visit  to  the  United  States  a  few  years  ago,  of  his 
friendly  reception  by  the  press  and  public,  and  of  the  cordial 
hospitality  of  General  Grant.  At  parting  he  shook  hands 
with  me  in  the  most  gracious  manner,  and  invited  me  to  visit 
him  at  his  summer  palace  in  Petropolis,  where  he  was  going 
the  following  day,  and  where  I  had  the  further  honor  of  an 
interview  a  little  later  on.  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  inspect  any  of  the  apartments  of  the  San  Cristoval  Palace, 
but  was  told  that,  although  generally  quite  plain,  the  rooms 
wx»re  fitted  \vith  French  furniture,  and  opened  upon  court- 
yards filled  with  beautiful  flowers. 

The  Emperor  speaks  all  European  languages  fluently,  and 
his  devotion  to  science  and  art  is  well  known.  He  has,  be- 
sides, high  scientific  attainments,  and  is  a  member  of  many 
learned  societies  in  France  and  England.  And  I  recall  with 
especial  pride  that,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  the  United 
States  during  our  centennial  celebration,  he  accepted  "honor- 
ary membership"  in  the  American  Geographical  Society, 
and  at  a  special  meeting  in  Chickering  Hall  made  a  little  ad- 
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(IreBs  which  shows  so  fine  a  coinniand  of  English  that  I  giri 
it  entire ; 

"  Althongh  sincere  gratitude's  voice  is  always  silent,  Xl 
will  not  hesitate  to  ntter  my  thoughts  to  the  American  Qeo-1 
graphical  Society  for  the  honor  it  confers  on  me  in  the  pree-l 
ence  of  men  so  prominent  in  geographical  science,  and  Bucbf 
indefatigable  explorers  of  regions,  where  man,  rivaliog  as  ifel 
were  with  Nature,  feels  that  labor  is  fais  greatest  glory  andl 
most  Bolid  base  of  happiness.     On  so  solemn  an  occasion,  ' 
however,  it  is  my  doty  to  express  how,  in  my  country,  we 
prize  geographical  studies,  which  bring  to  light  its  elements 
of  wealth,  and  secure  for  it — I  speak  as  a  Brazilian,  but  with- 
out partiality— a  brilliant  future,  and  also  make  it  useful  to 
all  nations,  with  which  Brazil  has  always  endeavored  to  main- 
tain a  cordial  friendship,     I  tmet  tUe  American  Geographi-  j 
cal  Society  will  allow  me  to  express  here  a  feeling  adieu  toi 
all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  welcomed  me  witlil 
60  much  kindness,  and  to  explain  to  them  at  the  same  time  " 
how  sorry  I  am  that  a  motive,  doubly  regrettable,  has  not 
permitted  my  remaining  longer  among  thein,  to  see  and  ex- 
amine as  much  as  I   da«in?d,   notwithstandiug   the   meaiuK^ 
employed  by  this  great  nation  to  overwhelm  time." 

When,  on  tlie  day  appointed,  I  made  my  exit  from  thai 
door  of  the  railway-station  at  Pctropolis,  there  stood  upon  thai 
sidewalk,  with  but  a  single  attendant,  the  most  democratic  of  I 
all  sovereigns,  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  apparently  out  for  i 
stroll,  and  stopping  at  the  station  to  see  the  new  arrivals,  and 
nodding  to  acquaintancea  right  and  left  in  the  most  conde- 
scending manner.     The  imperial   palace  at   Petropolis  is  a 
large,  two-story  building,  with  long,  single-story  wings,  th»] 
whole  made  of  brick  and  stucco,  painted  yellow  and  white,! 
and  of   a  style  of   architecture  which   recalls  a   Florentim 
villa.     The  interior  is  plain  hut  commodious.     The  palace  Ufl 
Biirroundod  by  pretty  gardens,  walks,  fountains,  and  pavilionsif 
Not  very  far  from  here  is  the  residence  of  the  princess  royali ' 
not  a  very  imposing  house,  but  thickly  encircled  by  masses 
of  ever-blooming  flowers.     These  Brazilian  royalties  geoeN 
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ally  "  take  the  air  "  in  barouclies  drawn  by  four  mules,  with 
postilions  and  a  single  moqnted!  orderly.  They  are^  always 
the  recipients  of  the  most  profound  salutations,/ whiidi, 
whether  from  peasant  or  prince,  they  .  always  graciously 
acknowledge.  His  Majesty's  life  at  Petropolis,  as  elsewhere; 
is  a  very  active  one.  Besides  his  political  and  social  duties 
and  oflSces,  he  daily  takes  long  walks  and  drives.  He  is  also 
an  expert  horseman,  and  delights  in  athletic  exercise. '.  He  is 
a  great  scholar,  and  at  the  time  of,  my  visit  was  specially 
interested  in  the  study  of  Sanskrit  Even  when  riding 
through  the  streets  of  Kio  in  the  imperial  carriage,  he  gener- 
ally sits  bareheaded,  reading.  In  fact,  his  intellectual  and 
physical  activity  are  altogether  phenomenal.  I  have  just 
read,  in  a  Portuguese  newspaper,  an  account  of  his  life  in 
Paris,  when  on  a  recent  visit  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  his  health.  The  great  astronomer,  Camille  Flam- 
marion,  had  been  visited  by  the  Emperor,  accompanied  by  a 
suite  of  twenty  people.  Dom  Pedro  manifested  much  inters 
est  in  the  library,  collections,  and  instruments  of  Flanmiar 
rion's  observatory.  The  gyrating  dome  contains  a'  large 
equatorial  telescope,  an  instrument  of  high  precision,  whose 
management  was  familiar  to  the  learned  monarch  of  Brazil. 
The  man  really  the  fashion  in  the  metropolis  of  the  French 
Republic  was  the  Emperor.  He  lived  in  the  Grand  Hotel, 
admitted  visitors,  and  talked  to  all  intelligently  and  modestly. 
In  general  he  reserved  to  himself  the  right  to  ask  questions. 
He  attended  balls,  frequented  scientific  institutions,  and  lost 
no  opportunity  of  gaining  knowledge.  He  saw  all  the  notar 
ble  pictures  and  the  great  artists,  he  went  to  the  conservatory, 
the  race-course,  the  exchange,  the  opera.   . 

The  Emperor  was  bom  in  the  palace  of  San  Cristoval,  on 
December  2,  1825,  and  began  his  reign  iii  his  fifteenth  year 
— fifteen  years  after  Brazilian  independence — for  his  father, 
Pedro  I.,  being  unwilling  to  accept  so  liberal  a  Constitution, 
frankly  expressed  his  sentiments,  honorably  abdicated,  and 
retired' to  T^ortugal.  Pedro  II.  was  married  in  1843  to  an 
Italian  princess,  daughter  of  Francis  I.,  King  of  the  Two 
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BicillcB.  The  P^nipreas  is  amiable,  pliilantliroplc,  and  vory 
popular.  The  Emperor's  heir  is  his  only  danghtcr,  Princess 
Luibella,  who  baa  pfveral  times  acted  as  regent.  She  : 
abniit  forty  yeare  old,  and  ia  the  wife  of  Count  d'En,  a  graiw 
BOB  of  Louis  Philippe.  Brazil  i«  a  constitutional  empire,  t' 
Legislature  coneisting  of  a  Senate  and  a  Cliaiiiber  of  Dcpi 
ties,  members  of  the  former  being  elected  for  life,  and  of  t' 
latter  for  four  years. 

Brazil  ifi  the  first  state  in  size,  enlightenment,  and  imp( 
I  tanoe  in  South  America.     It  is  nearly  as  larf^  as  all  Europe 
^  and  larger  than  the  United  States  before  Alaska  was  acqui 
'  It  has  vast  resources — a  fertile  soil,  immense  pictures,  gre 
I   forests,  and  stores  of  minerals  and   diamonds.     With  oaj 
exception  Doth  Pedro's  is  the  longest  reign  of  any  livinj 
monarcli's,  the  accession  of  Queen  Victoria  preceding  his  ^xf 
L  three  years ;  and  it  is  during  his  reign,  and  through  his  exer- 
tions and  inflneuce,  that  Brazil  has  steadily  grown  in  power 
and  importance.     The  national  finances  are  in  a  prosperona  ' 
condition,  railways  hare  been  built,  telcgraplis  aud  cable-lioei 
hare  been  extended   in   every   direction,  the  navigation  i 
rivers  has  been  promoted,  slavery  has  been  abolished,  i 
free  education  has  been  made  universal  throughont  the  e 
pire.     Long  life  and  prosperity,  then,  to  Dom  Pedro"  d'Alcai 
tara^  Constitntional  Emperor  and  Defender  of  Brazil,  whoae 
jnbilee  year  draws  nigh  I 

I  took  the  opportunity  while  at  Rio  to  visit  the  1ai^;eet 
ironclad   in    the  Brazilian   navy,  which  was   then  lying  i 
anchor  in  the  harbor.     It  was  the  steam-frigato  Kiaeliuelo 
the  admirers  flag-ship.     I  found  myself  heartily  wcIcoin« 
at  the  gangway,  and  was   presented   to  a   lieutenant,  i 
having  studied  for  some  years  in  England,  spoke  the  langnac 
fluently,  and  not  only  showed  me  all  over  the  great  man-o 
war  and  explained  everything  that  was  new  to  nie,  but  also 
invited  me  to  remain  to  breakfast  with  himself  and  brother 
officers.     The  liiachuelo  was  built  in  Chatham,  England,  and 
everything  about  lier  equipment,  from  stem  to  stem,  is  thoT^ 
oughly  English.     She  is  of  six  thousand  tons  burden,  a 
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at  both  endd,  with  three  decks,  three  masts,  two  funnels,  and 
tliree»  thousand  horse-power,  which  enables  her  to  steam  six- 
teen knots  an  >  hour.  Her  length  is  three  hundred  feet, 
breadth,  fifty  .feet,?  depth  thirty  feet  She  has  two  turrets, 
upon  which  her.armor  is  eleven  inches  in  thickness.  Else- 
where the  thickness  is  eight  inches.  Her  armament  consists 
of  four  nine-inch  Armstrong,  four  four-inch,  and  eighteen 
Nordenfelt  guns.  Upon  her  upper  deck  she  carries  a  great 
iron  torpedo-boat,  and  between  decks  she  has  several  machines 
which  shoot  forth. torpedoes  by  means  of  compressed  air. 
Her  crew  complete  numbers  four  hundred  men.  There  are 
two  guns  pointing  forward  in  the  bow,  and  two  in  the  stern 
directed  backward.  On  either  side,  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  bow,  are  the  large  turrets  which,  together  with  their  mas- 
sive contents,  are  turned  by  machinery.  The  huge  cannon 
are  so  nicely  adjusted  that  a  child  can  move  them  up  or  down, 
to  jthe  right  or  to  the  left  hand.  The  frigate  is  every- 
where lighted  by  electricity.  In  short,  every  modern  in- 
vention and  improvement  in  gunnery,  in  machinery,  and 
in  domestic  equipment  has  been  supplied  to  this  splendid 
ironclad.  The  Brazilian  navy,  however,  is  not  a  very  exten- 
sive one.  There  were  two  other  war-vessels  in  the  harbor, 
one  upon  the  stocks,  and  five  absent  on  foreign  service. 
Doubtless  if  Brazil  felt  the  need  of  a  larger  navy,  she'  would 
build  it,  just  as  the  United  States  would  do.  Lying  near  the 
Riachuelo  was  a  large  double-turreted  monitor,  which  I  also 
visited.  Here,  however,  I  was  not  so  fortunate.  Finding 
no  one  who  could  speak  either  English,  French,  or  Spanish,  I 
was  obliged  to  launch  forth  with  such  "crippled  "  Portuguese 
as  I  then  possessed.  The  monitor  was  called  the  Javari.  Her 
decks  did  not  rise  more  than  three  feet  above  the  surface  of 
the  water.  Her  length  was  about  iy^o  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
her  breadth  a  hundred,  and  her  depth  thirty  feet.  She  had 
three  decks,  and  was  plated,  including  the  upper  deck,  with 
five-inch  armor.  Her  armament  consisted  of  four  ten-inch 
Whitworth  guns,  two  in  each  turret.  This  monitor  is  in- 
tended chiefly  for  harbor  and  river  defense,  though  it  can 
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I  Bafel;  visit  the  coast-porte ;  but,  if  the  aea  is  at  all  rough,  1 
I  she  is  half  under  water  all  the  tiiaa  The  hatches  and  othn*  \ 
apertures  have  to  be  battened  down,  and  she  is  driven  through  4 
the  water  as  fast  as  may  be.  Air  for  the  men  to  breathe  has  J 
to  be  forced  below  by  machinery  specially  provided  for  the  j 
purpose.  Oil  such  a  voyage  it  is  needless  to  add  that  all  oD  \ 
board  are  thoroughly  nucouifortable. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

THE  PROVmOE   OF   SAN   PAULO. 

In  company  with  my  good  friends,  Messrs.  Derby  and 
Lamourenx,  I  made  a  ten  days'  visit  to  San  Paulo,  the  rich- 
est coffee  province  of  Brazil.  We  went  by  the  Dom  Pedro 
II.  Railway,  and  returned  by  steamer  from  Santos,  an  impor- 
tant commercial  city  and  the  chief  port  of  San  Paulo.  The 
distance  to  San  Paulo  city,  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
like  name,  is  three  hundred  and  ten  miles,  and  the  running 
time  of  the  daily  express  thirteen  hours,  including  stops. 
The  carp  were  built  on  a  sort  of  compromise  with  the  Ameri- 
can idea,  though  they,  and  also  the  locomotixps,  came  from 
England.  The  start  is  made  at  the  early  hour  of  five  in  the 
morning,  so  as  not  to  be  obliged  to  travel  at  night,  for  fear 
of  accidents.  Our  very  long  train  was  later  on  divided  into 
several  trains,  each  taking  a  branch  road.  The  general  direc- 
tion of  our  route  was  first  northwest,  until  we  had  ascended 
the  mountains,  and  then  southwest  to  San  Paulo.  For 
mounting  the  serra  two  locomotives  were  used,  one  at  each 
end  of  the  train.  This  part  of  the  road  contains  fifteen  tun- 
nels, and  is  a  splendid  piece  of  engineering.  One  of  these 
tunnels  is  a  mile  and  a  lialf  in  length,  and  upon  it  were  ex- 
ponded  seven  years  of  labor  and  over  two  million  milreis. 
The  first  section  of  the  road  passes  over  a  flat,  low  country, 
but  after  leaving  the  town  of  Belem  it  begins  to  ascend  the 
mountains  in  heavy  grades  and  sweeping  curves.  The  scen- 
ery is  indescribably  grand  and  beautiful,  particularly  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Palmeiras,  a  little  station  overlooking 
the  Macocos  Valley,  which  enjoys  a  liigh  reputation  as  a 
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health  resort,  The  eounlrjf  is  tiot  thiclil^  sfttled,  and  the 
towns  at  which  we  stopped  are  small  and  of  the  same  nnin- 
tereeting  type.  We  breakfast  at  Barra  do  Pirahy,  a  small 
milway-jnnction  town  on  the  Parahj'ba  River,  about  seventj' 
miles  from  Rio.  As  we  go  on,  we  follow  the  Parahjbft 
Kiver,  sometimes  on  one  bank,  sometimes  on  the  otlier. 
is  a  muddy  little  stream,  full  of  rapidi^,  and  unnarigabl 
save  perhaps  for  canoes.  We  pass  aJoug  a  great  valley,  sona 
tifty  miles  wide,  with  beautiful  ranges  of  mountains  c 
hand,  that  toward  the  south  being  the  coast  range,  aud  tn 
least  inturesting.  In  the  other,  the  Serra  da  Mantiqueira,  « 
pass  the  highest  peak  in  Brazil.  It  is  named  Ilatiaia,  and  i 
about  nine  thousand  feet  above  sea-level. 

San  Paulo  liesupon  a  great  plain,  with  low  hills  upon  t 
entire  horizon.     It  is  a  city  of  about  fifty  thousand  inhabit- 
ants.    The  houses  are  of  one  story.     There  is  a  pretty  pub- 
lic garden,  with  a  tall  tower  from  which  a  wide  sorvey  of  the 
oeighborhig  country  may  be  bad.     Tramways  reach  the  sali- 
nrbe,   where  are   many  charming  country-houses,  at  one  of 
which — that  of   Mr.  Squire   Sampson,  a  retired  Amence 
railway  contractor^ — we  were  royally  entertained  for  seven 
days.     San  Paulo  may  be  said  to  Ire  the  hendquartcrs  of  t 
coffee  interest,  and  from  here  run  four  lines  of  railway  to  tld 
great  coffee  districts  of  the  interior.     Rrsizil,  I  may  remim 
the  reader,  yields  more  than  half  the  coffee  consumed  in  1 
world,  and  the  United  States  takes  Toore  than  half  the  qnai 
tity  esp<.irted.     There  are  two  and  sometimes  three  coSe^ 
harvests  in  a  year.     In  1754  theflrst  coffee-tree  in  Brazil  v 
planted  in  the  garden  of  the  San  Antonio  Convent,  in  Ria  ' 
Janeiro,  but  coffee  did  not  Iweorae  an  object  of  cultivation 
until  many  years  after.     Early  in  the  present  century  ita 
value  OS  an  exportable  product  licgan  to  be  recogni^ced,  audi 
its  cultivation  at  once  became  an  object  of  general  intereeCI 
The  hills  abont  Tlio  and  around  the  bay  were  covei^  witi 
coffee-orchards,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  to  be  i 
Coffee  cultivation,  however,  has  long  since  disappeared  f 
that  vicinity,  and  with  the  o])ening  of  railways  ocroEfl  \ 
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mountain-ranges  along  the  coast,  has  pushed  its  way  into  the 
virgin  districts  of  the  interior.  The  trade  of  Rio  Janeiro  is 
ahnost  wholly  dependent  upon  coflfee.  Mr.  Sampson  kindly 
accompanied  us  to  a  city  called  Campinas,  about  eighty  miles 
to  the  north,  in  order  that  we  might  visit  some  of  the  famous 
fdzendfxs^  or  coffee-plantations.  The  city  of  Campinajs  has  a 
population  of  about  twenty  thousand.  It  is  curiously  situ- 
ated in  a  great  hollow  of  the  plain,  which  makes  it  a  very 
hot,  uncomfortable,  and  unhealthy  residence.  The  richer 
citizens,  therefore,  build  their  houses  on  the  higher  land  of 
the  environs.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  to  Campinas,  a  fair 
of  local  products  and  industries  was  being  held,  which  was 
especially  interesting  from  the  great  variety  of  coffee  sam- 
ples and  coffee  machinery  exhibited. 

From  Campinas  we  made  an  excursion,  in  one  day,  to 
several  of  the  neighboring  coffee  estates.  The  country  roads 
were  very  bad,  and  I  did  not  wonder  that  "  buck-board '' 
wagons  were  the  favorite  vehicles.  Immediately  upon  leav- 
ing the  city,  the  straight  rows  of  the  coffee-trees  are  every- 
where seen  extending  along  the  bases  of  the  lower  hills.  In 
fact,  it  is  the  siime  all  the  way  along  the  railway,  from  Rio 
to  San  Paul<s  and  on  to  Campinas.  Almost  the  only  other 
cultivated  pnxhicts  that  attract  attention  are  maize  and 
mandioc,  which  arc  all  consumed  in  the  country.  Perhaps 
the  chief  dependence  of  the  people  is  upon  mandioc.  This 
is  a  shrub,  witli  large  roots,  which,  after  being  scraped  to  a 
pulp  and  pressed,  are  baked  on  hot  iron  or  earthenware 
plates.  The  mandioc,  when  washed  and  dried,  furnishes  the 
ta|)ioca  of  commerce.  There  is,  of  course,  a  similarity  about 
the  manor-houses  of  all  the  great  fasenrlas.  Most  of  them 
are  placed  high  up  on  the  side  of  beautiful  valleys,  with 
magnificent  outlooks,  and  all  have  splendid  fruit-orchards 
and  flower-gardens,  in  which  you  see  growing,  side  by  side, 
the  choice  representatives  of  two  zones.  The  houses  are  of 
enormous  size,  and  are  approached  by  massive  flights  of 
steps.  The  rooms  are  thirty  and  even  forty  feet  square,  and 
twenty-five  feet  in  height,  without  carpets  and  with  com- 
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paratively  little  furniture.  There  is  a  nniversal  and  divert- 
ing method  of  placing  the  Bofa  and  chain  in  tlie  parlois. 
Three  or  four  chairs  always  BtaTid  in  rows  at  right  angl( 
froia  the  ends  of  the  eofa.  This,  of  course,  gives  the 
an  oddly  stiff  nppearance.  In  these  rowe  the  men  alwayi 
njKin  one  side  and  tlie  women  npon  the  opposite.  I  did  not 
see  a  library,  or  books  other  than  a  few  novels,  in  any  of 
these  grand  estahlishmeuts.  The  bedrooms  often  have  no 
windows  or  any  means  of  ventilation,  and  are  only  lighted 
by  their  open  doors.  The  size  and  style  of  the  dining-rooms 
reminded  tne  of  those  in  tlie  old  baronial  castles  of  England. 
"We  were  invited  to  breakfast  lu  one  of  these,  and  there 
the  proprietor's  wife,  a  rather  pretty  woman,  gayly  atti: 
We  were  waited  on  by  old  and  ugly  staves.  The  wife 
little  or  nothing  during  the  meal,  and  this  was  all  that 
BBW  of  her,  though  we  remained  some  time.  I  rather  pitied 
her  lonely  existence,  with  no  companiona  bat  t 
apparently  with  no  employment  or  diversion  save  embroid- 
ery and  lolling  in  a  hammock.  But  I  believe  my  sympathy 
to  have  been  misplaped,  for  she  seemed  very  contented,  and 
to  my  question,  "Would  she  not  like  to  visit  Europe?"  shft: 
replied  in  the  negative.  Id  thesamc  inclosurcs  as  the  manop-. 
houscB  were  the  quarters  of  the  superintendent,  the  hospital, 
bams  for  the  stock,  and  buildings  for  the  preparation  of  cof- 
fee for  the  market.  Several  acres  of  a  sloping  hill-side  near 
by,  covered  with  cement  and  properly  drained,  were  nsed 
for  drying  coffee.  The  most  interesting  buildings  to  me 
were  the  slave  quarters — great  quadrangles  of  low,  dngle^; 
story,  mud  huts,  with  a  huge  gate  which  locked  the  slaves 
in  at  night.  I  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  one  of  the  huts, 
and  found  therein  nothing  but  a  hammock,  a  bare  bamboo 
bed,  a  few  cooking-utensils,  and  the  embers  uf  a  fire  npon 
the  mud  floor,  Some  rude  attempt  at  ornament  had,  how*' 
ever,  been  made  by  means  of  pictures  cnt  from  English  illm 
trated  papers.  The  slaves  during  all  the  day  are,  of  conrse, 
\  at  work  in  the  flcids. 

And  now  I  am  naturally  hrocght  to  a  consideratioQ  of 
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the  general  subject  of  Brazilian  slavery  and  emancipation, 
which,  Iiowever,  has  been  so  freely  and  bo  frequently  discussed 
in  oar  daily  journals  and  elsewhere,  that  I  need  bnt  recoont^. 
briefly  my  own  impressions.  By  the  law  of  the  28tb  of 
tember.  1S71,  it  was  declared  that  from  that  date'eveiy 
bom  child  ofaslave  within  the  limits  of  the  empire  should  be 
free.  AH  government  slarefl  and  slaves  of  the  imperial 
household  were  also  declared  free.  WitJi  the  object  of 
gradually  hieing  the  slaves  of  private  individuals,  the  same 
law  established  an  emancipation  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  annoally  applied  for  this  purpose.  The  total  extinction 
of  slavery,  without  danger  to  public  safety,  and  without  det- 
riment to  the  rights  of  private  property,  thus  seemed  assured 
at  no  very  diatant  data  A  few  months  before  I  went  to  Rio, 
a  law  was  passed  making  all  slaves  who  were  sixty-five  years 
old  free  unconditionally,  and  manumitting  all  other  slaves 
upon  their  attaining  the  age  of  sixty,  on  condition  of  tlieir 
continuing,  until  the  age  of  sixty-five  to  serve  their  former 
masters.  Tnder  this  law  skves  who  were  over  sixty,  but 
under  sixty-five,  at  the  time  it  was  passed,  would,  thongh 
practically  free,  hate  longer  or  shorter  periods  of  servitude 
still  before  them,  according  as  tlieir  ages  approximated  that 
at  which  absolute  freedom  became  their  right.  Those  who 
had  that  right  might,  if  they  preferred,  remain  with  their 
former  mastcra,  at  a  certain  remoneration,  unless  they  chose 
another  manner  of  earning  a  living  for  which  they  were  con- 
sidered fit  by  the  judges  of  the  orphans'  courts.  An  ofiicial 
valuation  was  fixed  on  all  others,  and  an  additional  five-per- 
cent tax  on  all  revenues,  except  export  duties,  was  imposed 
for  the  interest  charges  on  the  proposeil  emancipation  bonds, 
and  for  increasing  the  emancijwition  fund.  The  maximum 
price  from  the  omancijiation  fund  necessary  to  free  a  slave, 
under  the  new  law,  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

But  there  seems  to  have  lieen  a  rapidly  growing  dii 
tent  among  the  slaves.     In  the  sonthem  part  of  the  pro*-- 
ince  of  San  Paulo  a  great  simultaneons  slave  revolt  had  been 
planned  for  Christmafi^vc,  1S86,  but  wae  detected  at  tlie  last 
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moment  by  one  of  tlie  planters.     An  alarm  was  given,  am 
military  dispatclied  to  tlie  disaffected  pluDtiitiuns.     There  wa| 
a  concerted  action  among  the  slavoa  which  boded  ill  for  thi 
future.     The  peculiar  dangers  of  the  situation  were  dangi 
which  most  have  increaeed  wiUi  lapse  of  time.     The  mucin 
need  Btatement  that  the  end  of  this  century  would  see  the 
end  of  negro  slavery  in  Brazil  was  not,  under  the  system  of 
enfrauchiiiement,  at  all  correct.     There  was  still  a  large  slave 
population  which  was  being  freed  at  an  infinitesioially  slow 
rate — only  about  one  a  year  out  of  every  two  hundred  of  their 
nmnber.     Brazil  liad  a  large  free  negro  population,  which 
OTJoyed  all  the   privileges  of    white  citizens.     It  acquired 
I  snaterial  advantages  in   the  matter  of  weallii  and  position 
through  the  use  of  it8  freedom,     Tlie  emancipation  fund  dift- 
tributJous  among  certain  of  their  race  were  naturally  ohserve(  ~ 
with  bitter  disappointment  aud  envy  by  the   slaves.     TIm 
natural  result  of  all  this  was,  to  make  them  discontented  i 
dissatisfied.     It  aroused  feelings  oF  desperation  wliich,  in  tbi 
end,  tended  to  revolt ;  and  this  danger  increased  from  yei 
to  year.     What  should  be  done  "i    The  emancipation  questionl 
had  been  studied  from  so  many  sides  in  Brazil,  so  many  new 
projects  had  been  tested,  only  to  be  afterward  rejected,  that  I 
hesitated  to  give  an  opinion.     And  yet  it  seemed  to  me,  with 
such  light  on  the  puzzling  subject  as  I  could  obtain  from 
qnarter,  that  instantaneous  and  total  manumission  wbuld  1 
the  butter  course.     The  only  way  the  Brazihan  could  disa 
and  avoid  his  threatened  ruin  was  by  decreeing  immediate^ 
emancipation,  and  making  enitable  provisions  for  attaching.i 
the  freedmen  to  the  soil,  for  which  negroes  were  better  suited  ■ 
than  any  other  race  which  could  be  brought  into  the  country.  .1 
Thus  1  wrote  in  1880,     Two  years  afterward,  on  May  17,fl 
1888,  the  Braziiiau  Senate  passed  a  hill — which  1 
passed  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  the  preceding  week-H 
granting  immediate  and  unconditional  emancipation. 

On  ilay  18,  1SS8,  a  government  decree  wafi  issued,  i 
pointing  three  days  for  festivities  in  celebration  of  the  aboli-1 
tion  of  slavery.    During  those  days  the  public  offices  i 
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almost  all  the  private  estabHshments  were  closed.  The  fes- 
tival commenced  with  a  grand  mass  in  the  open  air,  in  the 
great  square  of  Dom  Pedro  I.,  celebrated  with  immense  pomp 
in  the  presence  of  the  Princess  Regent  and  family,  the  min- 
isters of  state,  the  foreign  representatives,  officers  and  oflB- 
cials  of  every  rank,  numerous  corporations,  societies,  and 
schools,  the  garrison  and  naval  forces  of  Rio,  and  an  immense 
assemblage  of  people.  After  this  imposing  ceremony  and  a 
naval  and  military  parade  were  over,  grand  processions  of 
schools,  societies,  corporations,  students,  and  public  and  private 
employes  of  all  classes  were  organized,  day  after  day,  and 
marched  with  bands,  banners,  orators,  and  addresses,  through 
the  principal  streets,  which  were  all  decorated  with  flags  and 
foliage,  and  at  night  were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  thea- 
tres were  opened  gratuitously  to  the  public,  and  on  May  20th, 
at  night,  two  of  the  public  squares  were  transformed  into  open- 
air  ball-rooms,  to  whose  gratuitous  Terpsichorean  exercises 
the  people  of  Rio,  and  especially  the  newly  made  citizens, 
were  invited — an  invitation  as  largely  accepted  as  generously 
offered.  The  balls  commenced  after  a  beautiful  display  of 
fire-works,  and  were  carried  on  until  the  morning  of  the  21st 
From  San  Paulo  we  took  the  English  railway  to  Santos, 
its  seaport,  about  forty  miles  distant,  whence  we  intended  to 
return  to  Rio  by  sea.  The  railway  runs  through  an  uninter- 
esting expanse  of  country,  until  it  reaches  the  summit  of  the 
coast  range  of  mountains — the  Serra  do  Mar — down  which 
runs  a  cable  road,  a  distance  of  five  miles  in  four  "inclined 
planes."  A  train  coming  up  balances  that  on  which  you 
descend.  The  height  of  the  ridge  is  about  twenty-five  hun- 
dred feet.  The  wire  cables  used  are  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
dfeimeter.  There  are  powerful  engines  located  at  the  top  of 
each  incline.  The  steepest  incline  is  ten  per  cent  This  road 
has  been  open  some  twenty-odd  years.  Its  original  cost  was 
very  great,  ninning,  as  it  does,  upon  the  steep  flanks  of  val- 
leys where  much  stone-work  was  required.  Owing  to  the 
peculiar  topography  of  this  section  of  country,  enormous 
floods  of  rain  fall  during  a  single  brief  storm.    In  order  to 
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Iclniw  off  these   dangerons  intuidations,  frequent  eliiices  are  ' 
Ibnilt  beneath  the  road-bed,  and  massive  conduits  almost  con-   , 
ItinooTipIy  follow  its  snrface.    Destrnctive  land-slides  ocea£ 
laCy  oecur,  notwithstanding  precaution  has  been  taken  against 
I  them.    The  views  from  the  summit  of  the  Seira  do  Mar  are  su- 
Iperb.     You  look  into  a  great  valley  full  of  bright-green  trees, 
land  away  to  peak  after  peak  in  the  distance  toward  the  bc 

Roaching  the  plain,  a  short  mn  took  us  to  Santos,  a  town 
lof  about  twenty  thousand  people,  built  at  the  foot  of  some 
Igreen  hills  and  adjoining  a  short  bnt  deep  river,  which  per- 
Iniits  large  steamers  to  approach  its  wharves,  or  at  least  an- 
lohor  near  by.  Santos  is  probably  the  second  seaport  of  the 
lempirc  in  the  value  and  importance  of  its  exporle.  It  i 
Ihot,  dirty,  damp,  unwholesome  place,  but  there  is  a  large 
Ihealthy  suburb,  abont  four  miles  distant,  toward  the  sea,  at 
I  the  south,  and  reached  by  a  tramway.  Going  out  you  pass 
Imany  beautiful  country-houses,  and  upon  arriving  you  look 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

A  TRIP  TO  MORBO  YELHO. 

After  seeing  everything  of  interest  in  Kio  and  its  en- 
virons, and  having  visited  San  Panlo,  I  determined  to  see 
something  of  the  interior  of  Minas-Oeraes,  the  highest  table- 
land, the  most  populous,  and  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
important  of  the  provinces  of  BraziL  The  prairies  are  cov- 
ered with  vast  herds  of  cattle,  wliile  below  the  surface  in 
rocks,  or  alluvial  deposits,  or  in  the  sands  of  rivers,  are  found 
gold,  lead,  coal,  topazes,  amethysts,  and  diamonds.  I  had 
proposed  to  visit  the  old  Portuguese  gold-mine  of  Morro 
Yelho,  the  richest  in  the  empire,  and  the  largest  and  deepest 
in  the  world  ;  Ouro  Preto,  the  curious  capital  of  Minas- 
Geraes ;  Nova  Friburgo,  the  site  of  the  first  colony  estab- 
lished in  Brazil ;  and  Nietheroy,  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  Rio  Janeiro.  The  journey  would  be  performed  by 
steamer,  railroad,  and  mule-back.  It  would  cover  about  one 
thousand  miles,  and  require  at  least  a  month.  The  general 
direction  of  the  tour  would  be  north  and  south,  and  Petrop- 
olis,  which  I  had  already  visited,  would  be  the  actual  point 
of  departure.  From  here  I  intended  to  go  to  a  village 
called  Entre  Rios,  on  the  Parahyba  River,  and  about  sixty 
miles  distant.  At  the  low- vitality  hour  of  4  a.  m.  I  heard 
the  bugle  of  the  coach,  and,  hailing  it,  took  the  only  remain- 
ing outside  seat. 

This  coach  was  of  the  orthodox  English  pattern,  holding 
four  "  insides  "  and  fourteen  "  outsides."  There  were  two 
classes  of  passengers.  We  were  drawn  by  five  mules,  the 
three  leaders  being  harnessed  abreast.  The  coach  was  named 
"  Celeridade,"  and  well  deserved  its  title,  for  we   bowled 
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I  along  at  a  s^vif  t  gallop  of  at  least  ten  miles  an  honr.  The 
I  road  has  been  bnilt  many  years,  and  is  a  capital  piece  of  en- 
Igineerinp.  It  is  macadaniized, and  at  inter\'als  are  toll-gates. 
I  The  Ftreams  art  crossed  by  good  iron-girder  bridges.  The 
I  company  dispatches  one  coach  each  way  per  day,  and,  of 
I  course,  carries  the  mail.  But  the  care  of  this  in  no  wise  in- 
Itcrfered  with  our  progress.  Bags  were  handed  up  to  the 
Igiiard  on  sticks,  which,  havHng  removed,  he  tlirew  back,  and 
I  other  bags  were  tossed  out,  without  a  pause  in  onr  speed. 
Il-eaving  Pctropolis  we  followed  a  narrow  valley,  containing 
I  the  Piabatiha  River,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Entre  Rioa,  crosa- 
ling  the  stream  several  times.  The  whole  ride  was  tLrongh  a 
Imost  pictiircsfjuc  region,  and  the  excellence  of  the  road,  to- 
Igether  with  tlie  rapid  pace  at  which  we  covered  it,  made  a 
■  very  exhilarating  joiiniey.  It  being  so  early  in  liie  morning, 
land  cloudy,  overcoats  were  comfortable,  and  hot  coffee  at  one 
|stotion   added   not   a   little  t^i   our  welhlieing.     The  gorge 
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reaching  Entre  Rios,  we  crossed  the  Parahyba  Eiver  on  a 
long  iron  bridge,  supported  by  stone  piers.  Entre  Rios  is 
an  insignificant  little  village,  only  important  as  being  the 
junction  of  the  great  Dom  Pedro  II.  Railroad,  and  also  of 
another  which  runs  a  long  distance  to  the  eastward.  Our 
coach  made  close  connection  with  the  train,  in  which  I  de- 
posited myself  and  baggage. 

At  first  we  followed  the  valley  of  the  Parahybuna,  a 
branch  of  the  Parahyba,  both  the  banks  and  the  hills  being 
covered  with  coffee-plants  of  various  growths,  as  evidenced 
by  their  varying  shades  of  green.  Then  we  gradually  rose 
and  passed  over  a  ridge  commanding  a  long  backward  view 
of  woody  hills,  so  incessantly  undulating  as  to  resemble  a 
great  ocean  of  tumultuous  verdure.  The  various  tints,  from 
the  most  delicate  green  of  the  young  coffee  to  the  dark  vel- 
vety emerald  of  the  forests,  melted  their  infinite  gradations 
into  each  other,  and  made  a  particularly  pleasing  panoramic 
prospect.  Besides  the  coffee,  nmch  maize  was  grown.  I  had 
observed  that  the  coach-road  was  a  veritable  cork-screw ;  that 
often,  at  a  distance  of  less  than  half  a  mile  ahead,  you  could 
not  for  your  life  tell  how  you  were  to  get  out  of  the  cul-de- 
sac^  or  which  way  the  valley  would  wind.  But  of  all  the 
railway-rides  I  ever  took,  this  was  certainly  the  most  crooked. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  numerous  knolls,  it  had  to  turn  and 
turn,  often  making  a  complete  semicircle.  The  formation  of 
the  coimtry  was  quite  extraordinary.  Ridges  were  absent,  but 
in  their  place  were  thousands  of  detached  hills  and  hillocks, 
with  very  straitened  valleys  between.  The  railway  might 
be  accurately  described  as  made  of  embankments,  curves, 
and  earth-channels.  The  soil  being  quite  red,  partly  from 
the  presence  of  iron-ore,  the  huge  slices  which  were  frequent- 
ly pared  from  the  hills  looked  like  great  scars  on  Mother 
Earth's  green  body.  We  stopped  at  many  stations,  but  they 
were  generally  only  the  smallest  of  villages.  Exceptions 
would  he  the  towns  of  Parahybuna  and  Barbacena.  The 
second  section  of  our  journey  consisted  largely  of  forests, 
while  the  third  contained  considerable  grazing  land.     Occar 
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mally  we  cotild  eeo  large  manor-lionses,  and  the  train 
I  seemed  full  of  men  whom,  from  their  dress,  manner,  and 
I  convcrgation,  I  imagined  to  lie  coffee -planters.  Slaves  were 
rvwhere  at  work  in  the  fields,  striving  with  enormoua  hoes 
I  to  root  out  the  ever-luxuriant  weeds,  A  little  before  reaching 
I  Barbacena,  a  branch  line  rima  a  long  distance  to  the  westward. 
The  village  uf  Lafayette  is  the  present  terminus  of  the 
I  railway,  which,  however,  will  soon  reach  Sahara,  with  a 
I  branch  line  to  Oiiro  Preto.  It  is  intended  eventnally  to  ex- 
I  tend  the  Dom  Pudro  11.  Railway  from  Sahara,  on  the  Rio 

s  Vellias,  to  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the  San  Fran- 
I  CISCO,  of  which  it  is  the  main  branch.  Unintermpted  ateam- 
I  er  communication  will  be  had  down  the  San  Francisco  for 
I  thirteen  hundred  miles,  to  the  famous  rapids  of  Paulo  AfEon- 
Arouud  these  rapids  has  already  been  built  a  railway, 
I  from  whose  termitius  other  steamers  ply  directly  to  the  point 
I  where  the  San  Francisco  empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
1  Lafayette  and  Rio  ;irc  daily  conncctt-d  bv  an  exprcse-train 
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present  The  streets  at  night  are  unlighted.  If  yon  wish  a 
prescription  compounded,  you  will  lose  much  time  in  search- 
ing for  the  druggist.  He  may  be  out  riding  or  shooting,  or 
his  shop  may  be  closed,  or  "  peradventure  he  traveleth." 
Even  if  found  at  home,  he  has  been  known  to  retam  word 
that  the  prescription  would  be  "  put  up "  amanha — ^to-mor- 
row. The  doctors  are  landed  proprietors.  They  practice 
medicine  merely  to  pass  the  time,  and  will  attend  you  if  they 
feel  in  the  mood.  The  prison  of  Queluz  was  on  the  principal 
street,  with  heavily  barred  windows,  where  the  prisoners  were 
not.  only  talking  with  people  in  the  street,  but  from  which 
they  had  also  thrust  their  legs  and  arms.  Not  only  do  the  sen- 
tries chat  with  tlie  prisoners,  giving  them  all  the  daily  gossip 
of  the  town,  but  they  even  play  cards  with  them,  the  bars  in- 
tervening between  the  two  parties  by  no  means  handicapping 
the  game.  There  are  many  lepers  in  Queluz.  The  prevalence 
of  the  disease  is  said  to  be  in  large  part  due  to  the  people  liv- 
ing almost  exclusively  upon  a  diet  of  pork  and  corn-meaL 

The  next  day  I  left  Lafayette  for  the  gold-mine  of  Morro 
Velho,  about  eighty  miles  distant  I  took  a  horse  and  two 
mules,  one  of  the  latter  for  my  guide  and  the  other  for  my 
baggage.  My  guide's  name  was  Ilippolyte,  but,  being  a  very 
black  negro,  I  doubt  if  he  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  tlie 
Christian  theologian,  martyr,  and  saint  of  like  name.  He  was 
originally  a  Brazilian  slave,  but  had  been  given  his  liberty 
some  ten  years  before  by  a  kind-hearted  owner.  He  was  a 
great,  burly,  good-natured  fellow,  and  proved  an  excellent 
servant.  He  wore  huge  spurs  strapped  to  his  bare  feet,  which 
had  to  me  a  very  comical  appearance  at  first,  though  it  is  the 
custom  here ;  and  he  rode,  moreover,  with  one  or  two,  but 
never  all,  his  toes  placed  in  the  stirrup.  The  road  was  about 
twenty  feet  in  width,  and  when  I  say  that  I  passed  a  few 
light,  narrow  wagons,  with  great  wooden  wheels,  drawn  by 
eight  yoke  of  oxen,  the  reader  has  as  fair  an  idea  of  its  con- 
dition as  if  I  added  that  in  places  the  mud  was  a  foot  deep, 
and  that  the  road  extended  up  and  down  hill  at  angles  of 
thirty  degrees.   These  Brazilian  turn-outs  reminded  me  some- 
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I  what  of  the  great  Cape  Colony  wagons,  which,  with  theijf  I 
I  twenty  joke  of  oxen  "  trek  "  away  into  the  distant  interior, 
I  The  country  was  of  the  same  general  character  a^  that  already 
I  described  as  existing  from  Entre  Eios  to  Lafayette— a  roQgh 
I  sea  of  hilk  and  Liliockfl.     There  was  hut  little  primitive  for-   i 
I  est,  though  considenihle  of  "  second-growth  "  timber,  and  not  I 
I  a  little  fine  meadow-land.    Some  com  was  cultivated,  though 
I  but  little  coffee.     The  land  seemed  sparsely  settled.     Never-  \ 
I  tlielese,  I  enconntered  a  goodly  number  of  roadside  etorai  J 
I  and  inns,  and  two  or  three  somewhat  pretentions   botelo;  J 
I  Only  one  small  village  was  seen.     We  ]>aesed  many  mnle*l 
I  troops — generally  alxrat  half  a  dozen  animals  in  a  troop— 1 
I  loaded  with  coffee.   These  were  coining  down-country,  thon^'  f 
I  in  going  up  they  earned  multifarious  household  merchandis&'l 
I  The  loads  of  the  raulce  were  neatly  roofed  with  great  liidee— 
I  BTi  effectual  water-proof  covering.     Most  of  the  animals  worn 
little  biiskets  ox^er  tlieir  months,  the  object  of  course  being  to 
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suits  and  straw  hats.  With  one  party  a  two-mule  litter  car- 
ried the  baby,  nurse,  and  smaller  children.  The  little  native 
grog-shops,  of  which  therfi  were  many,  seemed  well  patron- 
ized. They  contained  sugar-cane  brandy,  domestic  and  im- 
ported beer,  sweet  drinks,  cigarettes,  etc.  At  Ouro  Branco 
I  stopped  for  lunch  at  one  of  the  small  hotels.  It  was  not 
provided  with  chairs,  at  least  not  in  the  sitting-room,  which 
had,  however,  a  sofa  and  a  bed.  A  high  gate  at  the  door 
effectually  prevented  chickens  from  walking  in  and  babies 
from  walking  out. 

Leaving  this  village  the  road  skirted  a  low  range  of  grass- 
covered  hills  for  some  distance  to  the  eastward,  gradually 
mounting  them,  and  turning  to  the  right  for  Ouro  Preto, 
and  the  left  for  Morro  Velho.  We  followed  along  this  ridge 
for  some  distance,  having  everywhere  magnificent  views  of 
the  billowy  land,  until  a  terrific  thunder-storm  coming  sud- 
denly up  shut  out  the  horizon  on  every  side.  The  lightning 
was  really  frightful.  You  had  to  shut  your  eyes  after  a 
fiash,  and  then  slowly  open  them  in  order  to  see  the  road, 
while  the  thunder  fairly  shook  the  ground  under  one's  feet. 
I  rode  directly  through  a  great  black  cloud,  the  electric  flame 
almost  singeing  my  mustache,  and  a  firm  conviction  taking 
possession  of  me  that  the  very  next  stroke  would  put  an  eter- 
nal quietus  upon  at  least  one  inquisitive  wanderer.  The  rain 
fell  in  such  torrents  as  to  actually  make  my  shoulders  and  back 
sore.  Not  until  sundown  did  it  cease,  and  by  that  time  I 
had  reached  an  exceedingly  primitive  inn  for  dinner  and 
sleep.  I  fought  my  way  through  the  pigs  and  chickens  in 
the  front  room,  and  found  a  reed-covered  bedstead  in  a  rear 
room.  The  only  other  furniture  in  the  house  was  a  table. 
The  ceiling  was  of  plaited  bamboos,  the  floor  of  mud.  On 
my  way  out  to  look  for  some  drinking-water,  my  passage 
was  disputed  by  a  horse  eating  a  few  grains  off  the  floor  of 
the  sitting — no,  standing-room.  Water  for  washing  was 
brought  me  in  an  old  soup-tureen,  with  a  piece  of  a  curtain 
for  a  towel.  This  was  a  specimen  of  a  Brazilian  pousada^  or 
wayside-inn.     And  yet,  with  all  this  barbarism,  the  bed-linen 
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aa  in  Ecuador  and  tlie  Argentine  Republic,  was  bordered 
sitb  lace  and  fancy  knitted-work !     My  pillow  was  round, 

I  like  a  Lvuu^  siLusage,  and  just  otout  as  large  and  as  liard. 
Tbe  road  hither,  as  might  be  imagined  from  tlie  extreme 
irregularity  of  the  country,  had  been  very  tortuous.  Some- 
times also  it  passed  through  cuttings — not  made  by  man,  but 
by  water — -the  top  of  which,  just  the  width  of  a  cart,  was  ten 
feet  above  your  head  aa  you  rode  along  on  horseback.  The 
carts  in  some  places  had  worn  ruta  in  the  rock  quite  a  foot  in 
depth.  I  noticed  a  number  of  gold-diggings  and  washings, 
mostly  made  by  the  old  Portuguese  miners,  and  many  land- 
slides or  land-sinkinga,  great  cracks  in  the  earth  caused  by 
the  rains,  the  soil  everywliere  appearing  of  a  bright-red  color. 
Many  of  the  neighboring  hills  had  curious  exposed  rock 
formations.  Indeed,  the  wliole  region  possesses  great  interest 
for  a  geologist.     My  dinner  was  fairly  good.     Boiided  man- 

I  dioe-farina  took  the  place  of  bread.  The  native  beer  was 
palatable,  not  unlike  certain  tight  German  beers.     The 
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each  of  a  different  color ;  then  again  they  are  fashioned  into 
a  series  of  terraces  and  towers  innumerable.  As  I  rode  along, 
the  hill-side  croppings,  the  bed  of  the  road,  and  the  banks  of 
the  streams  all  showed  a  sufficient  variety  of  rocks  and  min- 
erals to  stock  a  cabinet  I  halted  for  breakfast  at  a  better 
sort  of  inn  than  that  of  the  previous  night.  It  was  in  the 
town  of  Caxones,  a  pretty  little  place  lying  along  the  low 
ridges  of  a  valley,  through  which  ran  a  river  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge.  Many  of  the  houses  in  this  town  were  two 
stories  in  height,  and  a  large  and  rather  imposing  church 
crowned  a  central  hillock.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  I 
passed  through  several  villages.  These  usually  consisted  of 
a  long,  straggling  street,  with  a  double-towered  church  at  one 
end  and  a  chapel  and  cemetery  at  the  other.  The  church 
seemed  always  to  be  placed  upon  high  ground,  easily  to  be 
seen  from  all  parts  of  the  village  and  envifons.  Upon  a 
number  of  hill-tops  were  small  chapels,  with  great  wooden 
crosses  at  their  sides.  The  latter  were  painted  black  and 
covered  with  a  most  extraordinary  assortment  of  ecclesiastical 
emblems.  Among  them  I  noticed  a  rooster,  probably  in 
honor  of  St.  Peter,  a  sword,  a  pitcher  and  wash-basin,  skull 
and  cross-bones,  hammer  and  tongs,  mingled  with  the  wine- 
cup,  sponge,  spear,  ladder,  and  other  symbols  of  the  cruci- 
fixion. At  intervals  along  the  roadside  were  small  wooden 
crosses,  some  of  them  nearly  covered  with  pretty  flowering 
vines,  and  surrounded  by  neat  palings.  The  muleteers 
gravely  doffed  their  hats  at  each.  But  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  these  crosses  is,  to  a  visitor,  extremely  disheartening, 
for  at  each  of  them,  it  is  said,  some  one  died  from  sudden 
illness,  or  was  murdered.  The  views  during  the  afternoon 
embraced  two  thirds  of  the  horizon.  The  road  seems  to  keep 
upon  the  ridges  where  possible.  At  other  times  it  winds 
high  up  the  mountain-sides,  so  that  nearly  all  the  while  you 
have  charming  visions  of  dome-shaped  hillocks,  of  andulating 
pastures,  of  blue  and  distant  ranges,  of  valleys  filled  with 
darkly  graceful  trees,  and  of  pretty  little  villages,  whose 
white  walls  gleam  amid  the  all-engulfing  green. 


CHAPTER  XXXn. 


DOWN   THE   OBEAT   OOLI>-MINE. 


We  stopped  for  our  noon  breakfagt,  the  next  day,  at  t 
villa^  of  San  Antonio  on  the  Rio  dae  Velhas,  Daring  t 
morning  we  bad  pas^  a  peak,  to  the  west,  of  nearly  a  n 
in  height.  All  tlie  afternoon  the  range  uf  hills  called  t 
Serra  da  Piedade,  of  about  the  same  height,  loomed  I 
ne  to  the  northwest.  Morro  Velho  is  at  the  extreme  nortl 
eastern  end  of  this  range.     "We  finally  ascended  a  shi 
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years  ago.  It  is  a  very  comfortable  single-story  house,  fitted 
with  every  luxury  of  a  high-class  English  home.  The  sit- 
ting-room and  parlors  are  full  of  natural  history  collections, 
among  them  the  skins  of  many  animals  shot  by  the  superin- 
tendent, who  is  a  devoted  sportsman  and  collector.  One  stand 
contains  a  splendid  lot  of  crystals  with  magnetic  pyrites. 
The  baths  are  supplied  with  cool  spring  water,  which  con- 
stantly flows  through  them.  In  one  room  is  a  fine  large  bill- 
iard-table. The  lawn  is  marked  for  tennis,  while  in  a  little 
octagonal  pavilion  near  by  is  an  excellent  library  of  books, 
with  a  large  table,  covered  with  magazines  and  other  peri- 
odicals, and  well  supplied  with  writing  materials.  A  broad 
piazza  extends  around  the  house,  and  affords  interesting 
views  of  the  neighboring  hills.  Kare  orchids,  in  endless  pro- 
fusion, border  the  piazza,  while  a  pretty  inner  court-yard  is 
laid  out  with  fruit-trees,  flowers,  and  gravel  walks.  There 
are  commodious  stables  and  poultry-yards.  A  small  men- 
agerie of  wild  dogs,  pigs,  monkeys,  deer,  etc.,  would  prove 
of  interest  to  a  naturalist,  and  of  interest  to  every  one  would 
be  the  very  intelligent  Scotch  terrier  '*'  Charlie."  The  mine, 
through  bad  management,  had  been  running  down  very  rap- 
idly, when,  about  a  year  before  my  visit,  Mr.  Chalmers  came 
out  from  England  and  took  charge  of  it.  Changes  were  at 
once  initiated  in  all  the  departments,  savings  were  made  in 
old  methods,  new  ones  were  introduced,  and  the  mine  and 
works  were  quickly  developed  and  brought  into  a  paying 
condition.  Mr.  Chalmers  is  a  very  young  man — ^but  thirty- 
three — for  such  a  responsible  position,  but  he  has  already 
proved  himself  just  the  person  for  the  place.  From  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night  he  makes  the  rounds 
of  the  different  divisions.  He  is  ubiquitous,  and  his  energy 
is  untiring. 

A  very  remarkable  and  interesting  experience  was  my  de- 
scent into  the  mine.  At  one  of  the  neighboring  offices  some 
miners'  clothes  were  given  me.  Especially  useful  as  a  shield 
against  falling  stones  was  a  hat  made  of  very  stout  felt.  To 
the  front  of  this  a  candle  was  stuck  with  a  small  lump  of  soft 
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I  clay.     Two  iron  cages,  or  care,  were  run  witli  wire  ropes,  bj  1 

I  water-power,  and  filled  a  vertical  shaft,  bored,  after  the  first  I 
hundred  feet  or  so,  in  the  solid  rock,  to  a  depth  of  fourteen  I 
I  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  One  ear  ascends  while  the  other  d©-  J 
I  Bcends,  carrying  the  miners,  or  at  other  times  the  gold-rock,  J 
]  in  little  iron  cars,  which  are  run  in  and  ont  upon  rails.  Mr.  ] 
I  Chalmers,  the  captain  of  the  mine,  and  a  boy  with  a  bag  of 
I  caudles  and  a  bundle  of  oUcd  rags,  with  which  to  illauinate  i 
I  special  parts  of  the  excavation,  accompany  mo.  From  the  j 
I  bottom  of  the  shaft  the  main  gallej^-,  with  double  track  for  J 
I  the  cars,  rune  off  to  near  the  present  end  of  the  mine,  bat  I 
I  several  hundred  feet  above  it.  Here  there  is  a  small  steam-  I 
I  engine,  which  is  used  to  raise  the  ore  in  a  great  iron  bucket  J 
I  from  one  of  the  platforms  where  the  men  are  at  work.  Not  j 
I  far  from  a  point  where  tlie  gallery  branches  from  the  shaft, 
I  16  the  original  starting  of  the  drift  by  the  present  English 
I  company,  the  lode  runaiug  toward  the  east  at  an  angle  of 
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We  descended  innumerable  ladders  of  intenninable  length. 
The  roofs  and  sides  of  the  mine  were  everywhere  supported 
by  the  hardest  woods  of  Brazil.  Two  feet  square  was  the 
average  thickness  of  these  timbers,  though  I  occasionally  saw 
them  as  much  as  three  feet  square.  At  the  bottom,  such  of 
the  roof  as  I  could  see,  seemed  supported  by  great  wooden 
columns,  between  which  was  a  solid  backing  of  heavy  plank- 
ing. Then  some  twenty  feet  below  this  was  a  row  of  enor- 
mous logs,  placed  at  about  fifteen  feet  apart.  On  our  way 
down  the  ladders,  at  every  landing  we  saw  men  at  work, 
some  putting  in  new  timbers — for  sometimes  these  rot  quick- 
ly— others  bracing  old  ones,  or  mending  some  of  the  hauling- 
gear.  Each  gang  of  men  had  an  English  boss.  From  the 
last  stage  the  bottom  of  the  mine  is  reached  by  a  long  wire- 
rope  ladder,  loosely  hung  against  the  perpendicular  wall.  It 
is  necessary  to  have  a  ladder  of  this  kind,  for  the  frequent 
blasts  would  soon  destroy  a  wooden  one.  The  lode,  at  the 
end,  two  thousand  feet  below  the  surface,  is  about  fifty  feet 
in  width,  and  so  rich  that  the  dark  gray  stone  fairly  glistens 
in  the  light  of  the  miners'  candles.  Comparatively  little 
water  is  in  the  mine,  the  pump  drawing  from  a  shallow  pool 
through  a  long  canvas  tube.  As  fast  as  the  gallery  advances 
the  huge  timbers  are  placed  just  below  the  roof,  across  it. 
It  seems  wonderful  how  the  men  can  get  a  tree-trunk  three 
feet  square,  and  nearly  a  hundred  'feet  in  length,  into  such 
seemingly  inaccessible  positions.  It  is  done  by  means  of 
great  chains  and  the  assistance  of  the  steam-engine  previous- 
ly mentioned. 

All  through  the  mine  the  visitor  is  startled  and  alarmed 
by  a  variety  of  continuous  rumblings  and  reverberations. 
The  calls  of  the  men  to  each  other  and  the  commands  of 
the  bosses  have  also  an  ominous  sound.  These  goblin  noises, 
penetrating  through  the  murky  darkness,  combine  with  the 
miners'  lights,  which  dart  about  like  so  many  vicious  jack 
o'lantems,  to  surround  one  with  a  pandemonium.  The  air, 
however,  is  everywhere  remarkably  pure,  a  pleasantly  disil- 
lusioning fact,  rather  unusual,  as  no  fresh  air  is  forced  down 
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from  above.     At  tlie  end  of  tlie  drift  I  found  about  a  dozen 
men  drilling  holes  in  tint  ore-producing  mineral  vein,  and 
anotlier  dozen  enguged  in  putting  in  new  timlwrs.     From 
here  you  can  look  straight  up,  along  some  thousands  of  feet, 
to  the  Itegioning  of  the  drift — over  the  two  platforms,  and 
above,  to  tlie  roof,  focr  hnndred  feet  distant.     The  width, 
varies  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  feet.     It  is  a  most  wondei 
awe-inspiring  cavity.     No  other  mine  in  the  world  can 
of  a  greater.    Boys  with  torches  were  sent  to  different  poini 
along  the  excavation,  so  that  we  could  easily  get  an  idea 
ita  vast  proportions,  while  the  lights  of  men  at  work  aho' 
indicated  the  distance  of  the  roof.     Clambering  up  the  firefJ 
incline,  we  found  ahont  fifty  men  engaged  in  drilling  and 
loading  the  bucket  with  the  ore.     They  were  singing  a  wild 
refrain,  keeping  good  time  with  the  heavy  blows  of  their 
eledges.     Their  naked  bodies  showed  superb  mascolar  de- 
velopment.   They  paused  for  a  inomcut  to  salate  onr  party 
with  a  double  "  Yiva .' "  and   then   the  banging,  elaDging, 
and  strange  though  not  unmusical  singing,  continued.    AVhat 
a  grim  picture  it  all  made !     I  remember  some  of  Dora's 
illnstratious  of  Dante  which  might  be  exactly  duplicated 
here;   while  the  uncouth  cries,  oaths,  blows,  and  mmblee, 
might  with  but  little  stretch  of  the  imagination  be  thought 
fit  for  "  the  high  capital  of  Satan  and  his  peers."    "Whil 
watching  the  men,  and  standing  upon  the  next  higher  pi 
form,  noises  like  distant  but  heavy  thunder  would  occasioi 
ally  be  heard.     These,  tliey  told  me,  were  blasts  in  remote 
and  smaller  galleries.      Dynamite  is  used  for  tbeae  blaats, 
seventy-five  pounds  a  day  being  required.     The  men  at  the 
end  of  our  gallery  next  fired  seventeen  charges,  as  we  a1 
stood  under  what  is  regarded  as  the  strongest  wall,  for  ft 
of  possible  stone-flakes  falling,  though  the  drifts  are  blast) 
and  cleai-ed  so  effectually  that  there  is  but  very  little 
The  various  reports  of  the  exploding  charges  were  appall- 
ing.    The  successive  waves  of  air  struck  us  with  powerfol 
force.     After  the  sharp  crash,  ae  of  the  heaviest  artillery, 
the  ground  would  shake  violently  beneath  our  feet,  while  the 
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whole  mine  appeared  to  be  rocking  and  tumbling  for  some 
seconds.  Tlie  reverberating  echoes  were  especially  sonorous. 
One  particularly  thunderous  discharge  answered  for  a  parting 
salute,  and,  after  four  hours  passed  in  inspection,  we  proposed 
to  ascend  by  the  forty-five-degree  incline.  A  wire  cable  is 
attached  to  the  top  of  a  platform  some  hundred  feet  or 
so  above.  Straddling  this  cable,  and  seizing  it  with  both 
hands,  you  walk  along,  pulling  yourself  slowly  up  the  cliff. 
Arrived  here,  you  take  to  the  ladders,  all  of  tiiiem  steep, 
some  of  them  nearly  vertical.  You  finally  reach  the  gallery 
that  is  on  a  level  with  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  to  which  you 
walk.  Here  was  assembled  quite  a  crowd  of  miners,  who 
gave  us  another  "  Viva  ! ''  In  going  up  to  the  surface  the 
negroes  in  the  car  entertained  us  with  some  more  of  their  half- 
barbaric  songs.  The  miners  seemed  a  contented,  jovial  set. 
They  looked,  too,  quite  robust,  though  that  scourge  of  most 
miners,  consumption,  decimates  them  here  as  elsewhere.  I 
had  found  the  mine  cool  and  pleasant,  although  our  climbing 
exertions  produced  very  free  perspiration.  Arrived  at  the 
surface,  however,  the  warm,  muggy  air  quite  took  away  onr 
remaining  strength,  and  we  were  very  glad,  after  dinner,  to 
indulge  in  a  lengthy  siesta. 

One  evening  Mr.  Chalmers  had  the  colored  people  come 
up  to  the  "  Casa  Grande,"  the  manor,  to  entertain  us  with 
some  of  their  music,  dancing,  and  games.  About  half  of 
them  were  slaves,  though  only  hired  by  the  company,  not 
belonging  to  it.  They  were  all  dressed  in  their  smartest. 
The  musical  instruments  they  brought  were  two  guitars,  a 
flageolet,  triangle,  bells,  and  a  tom-tom,  like  those  used  in 
western  Africa,  to  whose  accompaniment  they  sang,  some- 
times with  a  solo  and  chorus,  sometimes  all  in  concert.  The 
dances  were  very  amusing.  In  one  of  them  the  men  occu- 
pied one  half  of  a  circle,  and  the  women  the  other.  A 
woman  would  then  jump  about  and  twirl  around  in  the 
center  of  the  ring,  and  suddenly  stop  in  front  of  some  man, 
or  more  likely  run  up  against  him,  and  then  return  to  her 
place.    This  was  regarded  as  a  sort  of  challenge  by  the  man, 
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who  would  at  once  leave  the  circle  and  go  tlirough  a  EimilAM 
performance,  halting  in  front  of  some  woman.  The  latl 
would  repeat  the  performance,  and  bo  on,  altemntely.  Tl 
odd  proceeding  constituted  the  whole  of  the  dance.  Bu( 
the  performers  were  all  entliusiasm  and  excitement,  aiK 
skipped  alx)nt  so  energetically  that  I  was  afraid  eorae  of  them 
would  get  injured.  In  fuet,  such  is  occasionally  the  ease. 
A  crowd  of  a  hundred  or  more  were  looking  on,  some  clap- 
ping hands  to  the  rhythm  of  the  music,  and  all  greatly  inter- 
ested and  amused.  The  innsic,  singing,  clapping,  laughing, 
and  shouting  made  a  fearful  hubbub,  P'requently  one  of  the 
musicians,  instrument  in  hand,  would  enter  the  arena  and 
dance  as  wildly  aa  any  of  the  others,  without  ceasing 
playing  for  an  instant.  A  favorite  and  diverting  game 
"  Itaiting  the  bull."  A  very  good  imitation  of  a  bull's  head 
had  been  made  from  an  actual  head  of  bone  covered  with 
cloth.  A  man  imitated  a  bull  by  secreting  himself  in  the 
skin  of  one  of  these  animah,  and  supported  the  artificial  head 
in  proper  position.  This  "make-believe"  bull  was  then  led 
in  by  two  men,  fantastically  dressed,  and  wearing  masks, 
who  capered  around  the  improvised  animal  without  ceasing. 
The  crowd  followed  the  bull  about  the  lawn,  playing,  sing- 
ing, and  dancing,  as  merry  aa  children.  Occasionally  the  bull 
would  walk  around  in  a  circle,  clearing  a  larger  space  for  him- 
eelf.  All  his  movements  were  those  of  the  genuine  animal. 
Sometimes,  with  head  down  and  slightly  swinging  from  eide 
to  side,  he  would  make  a  charge  straight  into  the  crowd, 
knocking  men  and  boys  "  head  over  heels,"  and  causing  the 
women  and  girls  to  run  and  scream  as  only  women  and  girls 
can  on  such  occasions.  The  performance  was  continued  for 
some  time,  and  appeared  to  afford  the  colored  people  as  much 
amusement  as  it  did  ourselves.  At  the  finish  the  crowd  all 
marched  away,  following  the  music  and  still  dancing.  It  was 
a  vivid  reminiscence  of  western  Africa.  These  slaves  per- 
petuate not  only  their  original  habits  and  customs,  hut 
langnages,  which  they  frequently  talk  among  themaelvt 
though,  when  they  loam  Portuguese,  they  are  apt 
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their  vernacular.  They  are  contented,  peaceable,  happy 
people,  and  the  men  who  work  in  the  mine  are  faithful  and 
honest. 

The  clatter  of  the  mills  is  heard  night  and  day,  Sundays 
and  holidays,  week  in  and  week  out  The  mining  works 
were  all  shown  me  by  the  obliging  superintendent,  Mr. 
Chalmers.  A  general  view  of  the  place  brings  into  promi- 
nence a  huge  water-course  and  iron  siphon  coming  down  a 
hill  to  the  extreme  left,  or  west  The  driving  power  is  water, 
introduced  in  flumes,  and  this  one  is  seven  miles  in  length. 
Then  you  see,  at  the  north,  the  quarter  where  the  married 
slaves  reside,  and,  some  distance  above  it  upon  the  hill-side, 
the  abode  of  the  bachelor  miners,  appropriately  styled  "  Tim- 
buctoo."  The  English  miners  live  at  some  distance  in  the 
opposite  direction.  The  stamping -mills,  with  their  rock- 
crushers  and  the  strakes,  are  in  the  center,  tucked  into  a  lit* 
tie  valley;  nearer  are  the  huge  mill-wheels,  sixty  feet  in 
diameter,  one  of  which  furnishes  the  power  for  working  the 
pump.  Farther  to  the  right  is  the  negro  church,  and  below 
it,  some  distance,  the  reduction  and  amalgamation  works. 
Still  farther  on,  to  the  right,  up  on  the  hill,  is  the  little  Eng- 
lish cemetery,  and  below  it  are  the  neat  cottages  of  the  store- 
keeper and  doctor,  and,  still  lower  down,  the  hospital.  The 
great  store-house  of  the  company  covers  the  hillock  to  the 
south  of  the  casa  grande.  Here  are  collections  of  every- 
thing likely  to  be  needed  in  the  works  or  mine,  from  candles 
to  machinery.  By-the-by,  eight  gross  of  candles  are  every 
day  used  in  the  mine.  The  upper  story  of  the  store-house  is 
filled  with  corn  and  beans  for  the  consumption  of  the  miners. 
Here  also  is  an  apartment  which,  on  certain  occasions,  is  im- 
provised as  a  ball-room,  and  a  smaller  one  adjoining  is  utilized 
for  the  serving  of  supper.  The  mine  keeps  busy  five  great 
stamping-mills,  one  of  them  being  like  those  I  have  seen  in 
California.  The  others  are  huge,  clumsy  afibirs,  though  an- 
swering their  purpose  very  well.  I  followed  all  the  various 
processes  of  the  works,  from  where  the  rough  ore  leaves  the 
shaft's  mouth,  until  I  saw  the  gold  bars  ready  for  transport 
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I  to  Kio  and  shipment  to  England.  It  is  not  necesBary  to  de- 
I  tail  here  all  this  series  of  operations,  which,  thongh  eimple 
'  1  theory,  reijuire  careful  and  accurate  attention  in  practice. 
I  The  roeb  of  the  mine  is  a  clay  slate,  not  remarkably  hard, 
I  but  the  gukl,  thongh  richly  abounding,  is  in  extremely  fine 
I  particles;  or,  to  be  more  exactly  scientific,  the  gold  is  found 
I  associated  with  arsenical  and  sulphur  pyrites  in  a  vein  trav- 
I  ersing  clay  elate.  Employed  in  excavating  and  hauling  the 
1  mineral,  and  timbering  the  mine,  are  some  four  huudred 
I  men,  the  nationalities  embracing  English,  Brazihans,  Porta- 
I  gnese,  Italians,  Germans,  Austriana,  Spanish,  and  Chinese.  Id 
1  the  works  are  employed  sixty  Chinese,  seventy-five  English, 
I  and  nearly  one  thousand  natives.  Many  native  women  are 
I  occupied  ivith  the  lighter  work,  as  at  the  strakes  and  in  the 
I  amalgamation -rooms.  Cmshing,  grinding,  and  pulverizing, 
I  with  the  continued  use  of  running  water,  and  the  final  afsist- 
I  anee  of  quieksih-er,  are  tlic  gnmd  metlioda  by  which  the  per- 
l  is  separated  from  it-s  ore-stone,     i^ix  tinice  a  year 
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ON   THE   BIO   DAS   VELHA8. 

During  ray  visit  at  Morro  Velho  a  small  steamer  beloncr- 
ing  to  the  mining  company  was  to  go  abont  one  hnndred 
miles  down  the  Rio  das  Velhas,  an  affluent  of  the  great  San 
Francisco  River,  to  a  place  caUed  Jagaara,  to  obtain  a  cargo 
of  timber  for  use  in  the  shoring  of  the  mine,  and  by  courtesy 
of  Mr.  Chalmers  I  became  the  sole  passenger.  My  kind  host 
accompanied  rae  to  the  town  of  Sahara,  eight  miles  from 
Morro  Velho,  where  the  little  steamer  was  lying.  It  was 
just  after  a  rain-storm,  and  all  the  shallow  hollows  in  the  road 
glistened  with  minute  particles  of  gold.  The  sand  of  most 
of  the  brooks,  too,  contained  sufficient  gold  to  pay  for  wash- 
ing, while  many  of  the  rocks  were  composed  of  eighty-five 
per  cent  of  iron.  The  steamer  I  found  to  be  a  small,  paddle- 
wheel  craft,  about  fifty  feet  long,  and  ten  feet  wide.  Di- 
rectly in  the  bow  was  a  bench,  covered  with  an  awning,  an 
admirable  place  to  sit  and  see  everything.  Then  came  the 
galley,  next  the  engine  and  boiler,  and  then  a  long  cabin,  and 
space  for  freight.  The  steamer  itself,  however,  was  not 
intended  either  for  freight  or  passengers,  but  to  tow  an  iron 
barge,  of  about  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  laden  with  logs  and 
sawed  timber.  The  steamer  was  under  the  command  of  an 
Englishman  as  chief  engineer;  then  there  were  a  native 
pilot,  who  had  been  fifteen  years  upon  the  river,  a  fireman, 
a  cook,  and  three  sailors.  The  steamer  and  the  barge  were 
built  wholly  of  iron,  some  twenty  years  ago,  at  Jagnara,  by  a 
Frenchman,  originally  to  bring  proper  lumber  with  which  to 
build  a  bridge  across  the  river  at  Sahara — a  fine  structure  and, 
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I  thanks  to  the  dunible  wood  of  the  couutry,  in  good  condition 
I  to-day.  Sahara  is  a  very  picturesque-looking  town,  situated  on 
a.  dtet'p  tut  low  liill  upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  From  a  die- 
I  tance  one  sees  the  cuetomary  two  churches,  at  opposite  sides 
I  of  the  iovm,  and  among  the  majority  of  one-story  houses  a 
I  few  of  two  stories,  all  with  glistening  white  walls,  set  off  by 
I  dark-green  foliage  of  many  kinds.  Sahara  is  located  at  what 
I  may  be  called  the  cstrenie  head  of  light-draught  nayigation, 
I  for  Bteainei-s  drawing  more,  than  fifteen  inches  must  Btop  a 
I  hundred  miles  beluw.  It  is  to  be  a  station  on  the  Dom 
I  Pedro  II.  Railway. 

We  started  about  midday.  Tlie  river  was  of  a  mnddy- 
I  brown  character,  shallow,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  width, 
I  and  with  a  five-knot  current.  It  rises  in  the  rainy  season 
I  quite  twenty  feet  above  its  winter  level.  But  it  is  full  of 
]  bends,  and  right  angles,  aud  curves  which  nearly  complete  a 
I  circle,  and  around  whiuli  it  was  often  diffieult  to  pass.  AI- 
I  thonpli  we  drew  but  fifteen  inches  of   water,  yet  we   fre- 
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in  the  Rio  das  Velhas.  Mr.  Chalmers  has  in  his  parlor  a 
stuffed  specimen,  five  feet  in  length  and  proportionately 
broad,  which  came  from  the  section  below  Jagoara.  At 
night  we  stopped  at  a  farm-house  which  had  a  sugar-cane  dis- 
tillery— ^though  this  was  not  the  reason  we  stopped — and  many 
other  out-buildings.  Just  before  mooring,  we  ran  aground 
and  swung  around  at  right  angles  to  the  course  of  the  river. 
At  this  juncture  the  men  stripped  themselves,  and,  jumping 
into  the  water,  pried  with  their  long  poles  against  the  bow 
and  stem  until  the  steamer  was  once  more  afloat,  when  we 
soon  arrived  at  our  stopping-place  for  the  night,  and  just 
before  a  terrific  rain-storm  came  on.  We  were  quartered  in 
an  enormous  two-story  house,  whose  windows  contained  each 
forty-eight  panes  of  glass — not  on  account  of  the  largeness  of 
the  windows,  but  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  panes. 
The  people  owned  about  a  dozen  slaves,  who  at  the  time  of  our 
arrival,  at  nine  in  the  evening,  were  engaged  in  pounding 
com,  singing  in  unison  the  while,  notwithstanding  the  day's 
labor  had  lasted  so  long.  After  drinking  coffee  and  exchang- 
ing compliments  with  the  host  and  hostess  in  the  parlor,  I 
was  ushered  into  one  of  the  little  inner  unventilated  bed- 
rooms with  which  all  Brazilian  farm-houses  seem  to  abound. 
My  heart  sunk  within  me  as  I  entered  this  dark  closet,  but 
rose  at  once  upon  catching  sight  of  my  pillow,  exactly  eight 
inches  bv  four  in  size,  but  covered  with  embossed  and  em- 
broided  birds  and  flowers  and  vines. 

We  started  about  six  o'clock  the  next  moming,  the  river 
being  extremely  tortuous  and  the  palm-leaf  tufts  very  beau- 
tiful, as  sharply  outlined  against  the  dense  forests.  The 
light  green  of  the  com-fields  also  contrasted  prettily  with  the 
dark  green  of  the  woods.  There  were  many  large  trees  in 
full  bloom,  of  beautiful  colors.  The  navigation  now  became 
much  better,  and  we  boomed  along  at  a  famous  rate,  the 
river  continuing  from  three  to  five  hundred  feet  in  width. 
There  was  much  fine  pasture  upon  the  higher  hills.  I  no- 
ticed many  cords  attached  to  low  poles  near  the  banks. 
These  were  the  set  lines  used  by  the  people  for  fishing. 


AROUND  A2n)  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMERICA. 


They  employ  a  live  bait,  a  sort  of  mtiiDOw,  and  examii 
their  lines  twice  a  day.     The  river  is  full  of  edible  lishi 
There  are  also  water-hogs,  but  no  alligators.     I  saw  many 
canoes,  thirty  feet  in  length  and  only  two  in  width  and  two 
in  depth,  hollowed  from  a  single  trunk  and  propelled  not  by 
oars  or  paddles,  the  men  sitting,  but  with  poles,  and  mea 
standing.     There  were  many  small  mud  hute,  with  dooi 
but  withont  windows,  the  sinoko  estaping,  as  best  it  mighv 
throngh  tlie  roof.     About  these  hntfi  were  generally  raised 
coffee,  sugar-cane,  tobacco,  beans,  bananas,  and  cotton.     Jiutt 
enough  of  the  hitter  is  grown  by  the  natives  to  make  their 
own  clothes,  cloth  for  which  the  women  weave  upon  a  loom 
of  tlie  moat  primitive  construction.     At  one  hut  where  I 
lande<l  was  an   automatic  corn-smasher,  or  rice-huller,  in  op- 
eration.    Briefly,  the  machine  was  a  long,  balanced  stick  of 
timber,  arranged  with  a  sort  of  hammer  at  one  end,  and  with 
a  large  hollow  for  holding  water  at  the  other.     The  water 
having  BUed  the  hollow,  the  log  naturally  tilted,  spilling  the 
water,  causing  it  to  descend  and  the  hammer  to  strike  forci- 
bly the  com  or  rice  placeil  under  it  in  a  mortar.     The  pro- 
cess was  slow  {which  does  not  matter  much  in  Brazil)  bnt 
labor-saving  (which   matters   very  much   in   Brazil).      The 
pounding  is  done  not  only  slowly  bnt  aleo  very  imperfectly^^ 
and  one  marvels  at  the  lazy  ingenuity  of  these  people,  whi 
a  little  honest   work  would   effect  so  much.     We  reacbi 
Jaguara  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  made  fast 
the  bank,  next  to  an  old  side-wheel  steamer,  which, 
having  been  sunk  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  at  some  distant 
down  the  river,  had  just  been  raised,  and  was  being  refil 
for  a  freight-boat, 

J^oguara  is  simply  the  name  of  what  was  once  one  of  tlifti 
largest  farms  in  Brazil.  It  was  sold  some  years  since,  and 
one  half  was  bought  for  its  timber  by  the  mining  company. 
The  English  engineer  of  the  steamer  and  his  family  take 
charge  of  the  place,  and  are  the  only  foreigners  living  in  the 
neighborhood.  All  the  buildings  necessary  to  a  grand  estate 
are  here,  though  they  are  now  going  to  rack  and  mtn. 


There  J 
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18  first  a  large  manor-house,  then  the  superintendent's,  priest's, 
and  doctor's  houses,  huts  for  the  slaves,  an  immense  sugar- 
mill,  and  all  the  customary  appliances  for  making  sugar  and 
rum,  implements  for  pounding  rice  and  corn,  machinery  for 
making  oil  from  the  castor-oil  plant,  a  saw-mill,  huge  store- 
houses, a  chemist's  shop,  rooms  for  visitors,  a  dance-hall,  sta- 
bles, pig-sties,  fowl-sheds,  etc.  I  must  not  forget  to  men- 
tion the  church,  quite  a  large  one.  It  is  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  though  bearing  the  date  1786.  Some  of  the 
wooden  pillars  on  the  exterior,  after  a  century  of  exposure, 
are  still  as  hard  as  rock.  The  church  contains  some  very 
good  carvings,  all  the  wood  being  of  a  fineness  and  hardness 
akin  to  lignum-vitee.  The  subjects  of  both  paintings  and 
carvings  run  largely  to  cherubim  and  seraphim.  The  floor 
is  occupied  by  numbered  but  nameless  graves.  Bats  and 
owls  are  now  the  only  regular  attendants  at  service,  but  when 
decorated  and  illumined,  and  filled  with  sefloritas  and  cava- 
liers in  their  quaint  country  costumes,  the  scene  must  have 
been  very  pretty.  Attached  to  the  church  are  the  customary 
school  room  and  robing-room,  the  robes  having  been  pre- 
served in  carved  bureaus  of  ponderous  plank.  The  wood- 
work of  the  manor-house  is  also  of  the  most  massive  charac- 
ter, and  frequently  carved.  A  flight  of  stone  steps,  reaching 
one  of  the  doors,  has  in  it  solid  blocks  twenty  feet  in  length. 
The  ceilings  are  paneled  in  wood,  and  painted  in  neat  pat- 
terns of  gay  colors,  which  are  but  little  dimmed  through  age. 
On  the  ceiling  of  the  hall  is  blazoned  the  coat-of-arms  of  the 
former  owner.  The  roads  about  the  house  are  paved  with 
huge  cobble-stones.  There  are  two  large  orchards  full  of 
orange,  lemon,  guava,  lime,  and  other  fruit  trees.  A  hand- 
some large  flower-garden  likewise  is  its  own  excuse  for 
being.  But  all  of  these  are  now  simply  a  tangle  of  the  wild- 
est vegetation,  though  one  may  follow  some  of  the  old  paths 
and  see  what  they  must  have  been  when  in  their  prime. 
Near  the  manor  are  the  quarters  of  the  slaves,  surrounded 
by  a  wall  fifteen  feet  high  to  prevent  their  escape  at  night 
This  rich  old  family  owned  several  hundred  slaves.    Their 
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quarters  were  like  tliose  already  visited  at  San  Paulo,  litUtf 
pens  ten  feet  square,  more  sniteJ  to  the  abode  of  animal  tl 
human  beings.  The  family  roomo  were  separated  by  a  pi 
tion,  with  an  opening,  hut  no  door.  Sometimes  two  faiui*] 
lies  were  placed  in  one  of  the  diminutive  rooms.  The  roonw I 
occupied  by  tlie  unniarried  slaves  were  like  the  wards  of  «: 
hospital,  on  a  small  scale,  for  here  they  slept  in  rows  upOH. 
straw  pallets.  All  the  rooms  were  arranged  in  a  quadrangle^ 
with  but  one  gateway.  In  the  court-yard  here  the  English 
engineer  and  superintendent  showed  nic  the  skin  of  a  great 
boa  which  he  had  killed  a  few  days  before.  It  was  about 
twenty  feet  in  length  and  ten  inches  in  diameter.  He  dii 
not  wish  to  injnre  the  skin  by  shooting  tlie  reptile,  wl 
was  up  a  small  tree,  so  ho  attached  a  stout  cord  with  a 
to  the  end  of  a  pole  and  slipped  it  over  the  serpent's  aecki'' 
choking  it,  and  then  he  cut  its  throiit.  It  was  a  very  exoit^; 
ing  performance,  and  took  the  man  quite  half  an  hour.  Tha 
natives  who  discovered  this  boa  all  ran  away,  of  coarse,  when 
they  saw  the  dangerous  method  prepared  for  its  capture. 
The  skin  bore  a  regular  succession  of  spots,  alternately  black 
and  yellow,  along  its  back.  There  are  a  great  many  snakes 
in  tliis  section  of  Brazil,  some  of  the  smaller  ones  being  very 
venomous.  On  my  return  to  Morro  Velho  I  passed  three 
four  sunning  themselves  in  the  road. 

The  little  steamer  on  which  I  had  come  down  the 
requiring  seven  days  for  tlie  trip  up-stream,  and  not  learii 
for  a  couple  of  days,  I  decided  to  return  on  mule-back — e»| 
cially  upon  learning  that  the  road  was  about  half  of 
length  of  the  tortuous  river  journey,  I  took  a  guide, 
addicion  to  my  own  servant,  and  passed  through  a  counl 
partly  of  pasture,  with  a  few  trees,  and  [tartly  of  foreet 
coming  through  the  forest  I  frequently  saw  monkeys  playii 
upon  the  trees,  but  they  were  rather  suspicious,  and 
pered  off  at  a  near  approach.  They  were  of  a  blackish  csolt 
with  some  white  spots  about  the  head.  There  were  also 
many  huge  conical  ant-hills,  the  same  as  in  Paraguay,  and 
numerous   mud   beehive-shaped  structores   upon  the  treea. 
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One  variety  of  these  Lives  is  also  inhabited  by  a  species  of 
ant,  and  another  is  used  as  a  nest  by  a  peculiar  bird.  About 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  came  down  from  the  hills,  and 
crossed  the  Rio  das  Velhas  by  a  long  wooden  bridge,  and 
then,  after  a  steep  climb  upon  the  opposite  bank,  we  reached 
the  large  town  of  Santa  Luzia.  It  is  a  long,  straggling  place, 
consisting  mostly  of  but  a  single  street  running  along  the 
crest  of  a  low  range  of  hills.  The  houses  are  chiefly  of  one 
story,  with  windows  of  which  the  upper  half  is  glass,  the 
lower  blinds.  As  I  rode  along,  most  of  the  doors  and  win- 
dows were  closed,  and  at  fii-st  I  supposed  the  people  were  at 
dinner,  but  I  soon  caught  glimpses,  at  nearly  every  window, 
of  girls  and  women  peeping  forth  to  see  the  new  arrival.  I 
passed  a  two-story  town-hall,  a  part  of  which  formed  a  jail. 
In  one  room  was  a  prisoner  playing  upon  a  guitar ;  at  a  win- 
dow some  one  was  handing  in  a  bottle  of  rum.  A  convict's 
life  in  Brazil  does  not  appear  to  be  altogether  an  unhappy 
one.  I  put  up  at  the  "  Hotel  Populaire,"  French  by  name, 
but  Portuguese  by  nature.  In  its  smaU  rooms  are  ceilings  of 
colored  bamboos,  woven  into  simple  patterns  with  pleasing 
eflFect.  The  parlor  has  a  massive  carved  table,  mirrors,  a 
cane-seated  sofa,  and  chairs.  The  bedrooms  have  simply 
bare  bedsteads,  wash-stands,  and  possibly  chairs,  though  prob- 
ably not.  In  the  hotels  of  Brazil  the  room  is  furnished  and 
"  maJe  up  "  after  it  is  engaged.  Mattresses  and  sheets  are 
brought  in,  also  toilet  apparatus,  and  perhaps  a  couple  of 
chairs,  if  thoy  can  be  found  about  the  premises.  The  table 
contained  the  usual  fair  variety — no  condiments  and  no  des- 
sert of  any  kind,  however.  My  kind  and  thoughtful  friend 
at  Morro  Velho  havnng  sent  me  two  fresh  mules  from  his 
own  fine  stock,  I  started  on  at  daylight,  riding  over  a  much 
rougher  country  than  that  of  the  day  before,  and  getting 
many  extended  and  beautiful  views  of  the  great  green  bil- 
lowy sea  of  verdure.  The  hills  being  nearly  all  of  the  same 
hciglit,  the  few  exceptional  ones  a  trifle  higher,  merely  had 
the  same  billowy  effect  that  one  perceives  upon  the  ocean. 
I  had  a  rough  descent,  over  a  "^^"j  steep  piece  of  road,  to  the 
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town  of   Sahara,  which  is  situated  on  much  lower  gpoai 
than  Santa  Luzia.     Crossing  the  Rio  dns  Yelhas  bj  & 
wooden  bridge,  I  soon  reach  my  point  of  departure  in 
little  8t«amer,  and  in  two  hours  thereafter  I  am  back  again  in 
the  comfortable  house  of  Hr.  Chalmers,  listening  to  the  eter- 
nal clatter  of  the  neighboring  stamping- mi  lis. 

From  Morro  VeJho  I  went  to  Oiiro  Preto,  the  capital  of 
the  province,  and  fifty-six  mile«  distant,  a  good  portion  of 
the  road  being  the  same  as  that  upon  which  I  bad  come  to 
the  great  gold-mine.  The  day  was  very  hot,  and,  though  my 
males  had  had  several  days'  rest,  and  the  benefit  of  good  food 
and  stabling,  they  seemed  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
quite  tired  out.  The  mules,  and  horses  also,  in  Brazil,  have 
nothing  like  the  strength  and  endnntnee  of  those  in  Ecuador, 
Peru,  and  Bolivia.  And  in  Brazil  the  roads  arc  very  mnch 
better,  being  generally  sufficiently  level  for  carts,  whereas 
on  the  west  coast  they  are  usually  only  rough  trails,  which 
are  often  very  steep.  Again,  the  jiack-mules  are  treated 
much  better  here  than  tliere,  having  great  wads  of  straw 
nnder  their  saddles,  and  being  fed  with  corn  as  well  as  grass. 
Also,  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  road-side  inns  in  Brazil 
than  on  the  other  side  of  South  America  allows  travelers  ft 
greater  opportunity  for  n.'st,  in  which,  of  course,  their  beasts, 
participate.  But  notwithstanding  these  facts,  the  Bi 
mules  can  not  compare  with  those  of  the  western  republi 
Doubtless  some  allowance  must  be  made  in  that  the  fonni 
experience  the  tropic  heat  of  comparative  lowlands,  while 
the  latter  spend  a  good  part  of  their  existence  upon  the 
cold  slopes  or  tlie  summits  of  the  sub-Audean  chain,  I 
stopped  for  the  night  at  Rio  das  Pedraa,  but  at  another  and 
a  much  better  hotel  than  upon  my  upward  journey.  The 
ne.xt  day  I  followed  tlie  same  road  by  which  I  came,  until 
noon,  and  then  strack  due  east,  ascending  one  of  the  spars  of 
a  long  range  of  hills  running  north  and  south,  and  on  the 
eastern  side  of  which  lies  Ouro  Preto.  Turning  abruptly 
the  extremity  of  this  spur,  we  began  to  descend  over 
steep,  rough  road,  paved  in  part  witli  huge  flat  stones,  wl 
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in  the  rainy  season  may  have  kept  the  water  from  washing 
the  road  away,  but  which  did  not  at  all  facilitate  the  progress 
of  our  animals.  After  a  considerable  amount  of  slipping 
and  stumbling,  and  a  few  falls,  and  after  passing  many  mule- 
troops,  and  a  few  carts  with  numerous  oxen  ^attached,  I  at 
last  caught  sight  of  Ouro  Preto,  lying  along  the  side  and  in 
the  hollow  of  a  narrow  valley  completely  surrounded  by  high, 
rock-capped  hills.  Away  to  the  southeast  arose  the  peak  of 
Itacolumi,  a  little  over  a  mile  high,  with  its  curious  great 
bowlder  of  granite  standing  abruptly  forth.  All  about  the 
hills  were  the  great,  rough,  red  and  gray,  yellow  and  brown 
holes  made  by  the  old  miners  and  enlarged  and  washed  by 
the  rains.  I  entered  the  main  street.  Ouro  Preto,  in  fact, 
seems  composed  chiefly  of  one  thoroughfare,  which  winds 
up,  down,  and  about  the  valley  for  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
often  at  an  angle  of  thirty-five  degrees,  and  scarcely  straight 
for  a  hundred  yards  together,  as  it  nears  the  center  of  the 
town. 


CHAPTER  XXXIY. 
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The  situation  of  Oaro  Preto  is  very  picturesque.  It  i 
like  one  of  the  towns  in  the  Tyrol.  The  lower  part  of  the 
Barrounding  hills  is  covered  with  dark-green  grass  and  ehrobB, 
The  trees  are  few  and  small.  Through  the  valley  nm  several 
attenuated  streams,  which  are  frequently  crossed  by  qui 
old  stone  bridges.  A  number  of  hillocks  adorn  the  val 
and  those  which  are  not  crowned  by  churches,  witli  long 
imposing  approaches  of  paved  road,  or  flights  of  etone  st 
are  covered  by  dwellings.  No  two  houses  seem  to  be  of 
same  size  or  shape,  or  to  contain  the  same  number  of  Bto! 
or  to  be  built  upon  the  same  level.  They  are,  in  fact,  actu- 
ally terraced  up  the  sides  of  the  hills.  Next  the  street  and 
facing  it  they  may  be  one  story  in  height,  while  open  the 
other  end  they  will  frequently  be  three  stories.  Two  thirds 
of  the  town  are  fully  three  hundred  feet  below  the  remain- 
der. The  street  along  which  I  rode  was  badly  paved  with 
rongli  cobble-stones,  and  upon  certain  portions  great  fiat  slahs 
were  laid  for  pedestrians.  There  was  sometimes  also  a  side- 
walk about  eighteen  inches  wide.  The  side  streets  go  almost 
directly  either  np  or  down,  and  even  the  long  main  stre^ 
has  sections  almost  inaccessible  by  any  animal  save  a  mala, 
steps  being  here  used  by  pedestrians.  Of  course,  there  are 
no  carriages  atOuro  Preto.  Access  to  the  tower  part  of  the 
town  must  be  had  by  long,  winding  roads.  There  were  fre- 
quent iron  posts,  topped  by  kerosene-lamps.  At  nearly  every 
oomer  were  little  shrines  containing  sacred  cffigios,  with  can- 
dles and  other  lights  burning  before  them.     I  put  up  at  the 
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best  hotel,  wliieh  provided  a  verj  fair  table,  though  the 
rooms  were  small  and  dirty.  The  foundiog  of  Omx)  Preto 
was  undertaken  many  years  ago — I  noticed  a  curious  old 
bridge  with  the  date  of  1745 — by  the  Portuguese,  with  no 
attempt  to  select  a  suitable  site,  but  simply  to  be  convenient 
to  the  mines  which  they  were  working.  Though  stores  of  all 
kinds  abound,  there  is  slight  business,  the  neighboring  mines 
paying  little  or  nothing.  However,  Ouro  Preto  is  the  capi- 
tal of  one  of  the  finest  provinces  of  the  empire,  the  residence 
of  the  president  and  other  officials,  which  will  always  make 
it  a  place  of  considerable  importance.  To  the  trav3ler  it  is 
of  special  interest,  from  the  picturesqueness  of  its  situation 
and  the  quaintness  of  its  buildings,  especially  the  churches. 
The  towers  and  little  bulbous  cupolas  of  the  churches,  and 
the  white,  blue,  and  yellow  walls  of  the  dwellings,  give  it,  in 
fact,  a  half-Oriental  aspect.  There  is  a  flavor,  too,  of  great 
age  in  the  weather-stained  buildings,  and  the  dull  red  of  the 
tiled  roofs  has  a  sort  of  dreamy,  lifeless  air  which  makes  the 
spot  quite  romantic.  There  are  many  odd  old  fountains  by 
the  sides  of  the  roads.  They  are  generally  built  of  brick  or 
stone,  with  some  kind  of  ornamental  figure  spouting  water 
into  a  large  stone  basin.  They  are  often  painted  in  a  variety 
of  gaudy  colors.  Tlie  water  conies  from  springs  in  the  neigh- 
boring hills,  and  is  very  wholesome. 

About  the  center  of  the  town  a  high  ridge  reaches  at 
right  angles  almost  across  the  valley.  Upon  this  stand  the 
government-house,  the  municipal  congress-hall,  the  treasury, 
the  prison,  and  some  five  churches.  The  government-house 
contains  many  provincial  offices,  and  is  the  residence  of  the 
President  of  Minjis-Geraes.  In  front  of  it  is  a  small  inclosed 
garden,  a  poor  one,  too,  the  solitary  example  in  Ouro  Preto. 
Upon  the  opposite  side  of  this  is  the  rather  imposing  public 
j^rison,  a  large,  square,  two-story  building,  on  a  fine  site.  It 
is  painted  yellow,  and  has  very  queer  old  statues  upon  the 
angles  of  its  roof.  It  looks  much  more  like  a  palace  than 
that  at  present  occupied  by  the  president,  which,  with  its 
plain  yellow  two  stories,  its  peaked,  tiled  roof  and  its  heavy 


206 


AROCXD  ASD  ABOUT  SOVTU  AMERICA. 


wiJIb,  btittreeses,  and  sentry-boxes,  looks  much  more  like 
citadel  than  a  palace.     Tliu  tower  of  the  prisou  has  a 
clock,  with  the  rainutc-liand  miseing.   Aa&u  oflset,  the  clot 
tower  of  one  of  the  prineipal  cbarches  hae  only  the  ntinal 
hand.    These  are  good  illustrations  of  one  of  tbt:  most  noti< 
able  of  Brazilian  failing)),  an  inability  to  comprehend  the 
portance  of  time.     To  know  somewhere  about  the  hour  of 
the  day  is  sufficient  for  the  average  Brazilian ;  bo  rarely  both- 
ers himself  concerning  the  minutea.     There  is  uleo  a  general 
incapacity  to  estimate  and  appreciate  distance.     When  tiar- 
eling  on  the  road,  and  inquiring  how  far  it  ia  to  the  next 
town,  you  will  often  receive  the  answer  that  it  is  half  a 
league,  more  or  less,  and  you  will  afterward  find  it  as  much 
as  two  whole  leagues  and  several  hours  of  bard  riding.     I 
visited  the  parish  church  of  Antonio  Dias,  and  found  it  full 
of  curious  old  rude  carvings,  gilded  and  painted  white;  also 
the  church  of  San,,£nuicisco   d'Aseis.     The  facade  of  the 
latter  has  much  ston&work,  and  high  above  the  door 
effigy  of  Saint  Francis  carved  in  high-relief,  and  a  creditabi 
performance,  judged  from  an  artistic  standpoint.     The  Ini 
rior  contains  a  very  remarkable  coiling  painting  which  fills 
the  whole  oval  of  the  nave.    There  are  also  some  good  paint- 
ings in  the  sacristy,  and  a  well-carved  stone  fountain  against 
the  wall  and  reaching  to  the  ceiling,     Ouro  Preto — which 
has  a  population  of  about  twelve  thonsand^boasts  of  a  small 
theatre,  three  newspapers,  each  published  three  times 
billiard-saloons,  barracks  containing  three  hundred  troops 
the  line,  and  an  effective  police  department.     A  good  Schi 
of  Min^,  a  simple-looking  building,  stands  high  upon  one 
the  hills,  and  is  admirably  adapted  to  its  purpose, 
class-rooms,  laboratories,  and  scientific  apparatus  of  evi 
sort,  it  contains  a  capital  collection  of  minerals,  the  provini 
of  Minas-Geraes  being  especially  well  reprcBented.     At  piee- 
ent  some  forty  or  fifty  pupils  attend  this  school,  which  gives 
a  rather  general  training  in  pbysies,  chemistry,  zoology,  and 
botany.     The  mines  about  Ouro  Preto  not  now  generally 
being  in  a  profitable  condition,  it  is  perhaps  better 
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training  of  these  young  men  should  not  be  exclusivelj  devoted 
to  mining  and  metallurgy.  I  esteemed  myself  fortunate  in 
being  shown  the  sights  of  Ouro  Preto  by  a  French  gentleman, 
a  professor  in  the  School  of  Mines,  M.  Arthur  Thir6. 

I  left  Ouro  Preto  at  daylight  for  Teixeiras,  about  ninety 
miles  to  the  southeast,  and  the  terminus  of  the  Leopoldina 
Railway,  which  joins  the  Dom  Pedro  II.  line  at  Entre  Eios. 
A  good  road  led  down  the  valley,  at  whose  bottom  ran  a 
mountain  torrent,  and  then,  after  about  eight  miles,  I  reached 
Marianna,  a  little  town  lying  upon  a  low  spur  projecting  into 
a  valley  and  surrounded  by  an  amphitheatre  of  prettily  di- 
versified hills.  We  next  passed  through  San  Sebastian,  a 
long,  straggling  village  of  miserable-looking  mud  huts,  be- 
longing to  negroes.  Many  of  them  being  closed  and  locked, 
I  imagined  their  owners  were  out  at  work,  and,  upon  looking 
at  the  river  below  me,  I  saw  very  many  people  with  great 
wooden  trays  washing  the  sands  for  gold.  During  all  my 
journeys  through  Minas-Geraes  I  had  been  struck  by  the  great 
number  of  negroes  who  seemed  to  constitute  quite  three 
'  fourths  of  the  population,  and  for  the  most  part  were  very 
poor  and  shabby,  both  in  their  personal  appearance  and  in 
their  houses.  This  is  true  of  the  smaller  towns  and  of  the 
province  generally,  but  in  Ouro  Preto,  since  it  is  the  capital, 
many  government  officials  and  shopkeepers  are  either  ne- 
groes or  mulattoes.  The  great  coffee-plantations  belong  to 
the  Brazilian  Creoles,  who  also  manage  the  railways,  both  at 
the  stations  and  aboard  the  trains.  The  Europeans  in  Minas- 
Geraes  are  usually  connected  with  either  the  railways,  as  con- 
tractors or  engineers,  or  the  gold-mines,  as  officials  or  miners. 
Gold  occurs  in  all  parts  of  Minas-Geraes.  Poor  people  out  of 
money  simply  go  to  the  rivers  and  wash  for  gold,  and  then 
literally  "  come  down  with  the  dust,"  which  is  accepted  in  the 
shops  as  coin,  the  shopkeepers  knowing  exactly  how  to  calcu- 
late its  worth  by  measurement.  I  may  add  that  in  Brazil  ne- 
groes, who  are,  of  course,  the  descendants  of  slaves  imported 
from  Africa,  actually  form  one  fifth  of  the  population.  The 
road  continued  quite  good.    I  passed  by  cultivated  land  and 
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I  pasture,  though  the  country  seemed  slightly  peopled  save  in 
I  towns,  or,  more  properly,  villages.  Little  grain  grew  except 
1  maize.  Bananas  everywhere  fiouriehed  wild.  In  one  place 
I  passed  four  long  rows  of  bee-hives,  the  bei;s  ewarming 
about  in  tiiousamls  and  making  a  tremendons  noise  with 
I  their  wings.  Many  streams  which  coursed  down  to  the 
I  bottoms  of  the  valleys  were  utilized  by  Dcighboring  farmers 
1  water-power  for  grinding  their  corn.  In  several  of  the 
I  road-aide  iniia  in  wliich  I  stopped  I  noticed  Yankee  clocks 
I  and  sewing-machines,  with  an  incongruity  of  surroundings 
I  almost  appalling.  I  reached  Poute  Nova  the  following 
I  afternoon,  a  small  town  lying  along  the  banks  of  a  swiftly 
I  flowing  and  muddy  stream.  The  narrow-gauge  track  of  the 
I  new  railway  is  laid  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Ponte  Nova. 
I  Its  course  ie  e.xactly  that  of  a  corkscrew,  and  it  seems  to  con- 
I  eist  mostly  of  deep  cuttings  and  high  fillings.  The  system 
which  Brnziliuu  hotels  are  conducted  is  always  amusing. 
I  Evenithing  is  consumed  at  each  meal,  nothing  whatever  of 
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a  closed  gate,  while  I  descended  from  my  horse  to  open  it. 
The  courtesy  of  social  etiquette  requires  only  some  knowl- 
edge and  a  good  memory;  but  the  thought  of  another^s 
interest,  and  the  wish  to  aid  and  assist  him,  not  only  with 
ready  sympathy  but  actual  work,  these  necessitate  refine- 
ment of  feeling  and  generous  impulse.  From  Teixeiras  I 
was  to  go  on  by  rail;  so  I  paid  off  Hippolyte,  adding  a 
largess  in  token  of  Ids  faithful  services.  He  was  to  return 
at  daybreak  with  the  animals  to  Lafayette,  by  the  way  of 
Ouro  Preto.  Though  this  was  the  rainy  season,  I  had  been 
vouchsafed  very  good  weather,  with  air  clear  as  crystal,  and 
highly  exhilarating ;  and,  though  the  thermometer  had  some- 
times risen  to  100°  in  the  shade,  it  had  not  proved  itself 
a  debilitating  heat.  The  nights  were  invariably  comfort- 
able, and  even  cool  enough  to  require  a  blanket  toward 
early  morning.  In  that  part  of  the  world  the  difference  of 
temperature  between  midday  and  midnight  is  always  very 
great,  but  the  abrupt  change  does  not  prove  insalubrious  to 
either  natives  or  foreigners. 

I  left  Teixeiras  at  2  p.  m.  for  the  town  of  San  Geraldo, 
where  I  had  to  remain  all  night,  and  then  go  on  to  Paque-  . 
quer,  on  the  Parahyba  River,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  north- 
eastward of  Entre  Rios,  through  which  I  passed  on  my  way 
north  to  the  gold-mines  of  Morro  Velho.  The  first  part  of 
the  railway  journey  was  specially  interesting  in  disclosing 
how  very  crooked  a  railway  could  be  without  eventually 
arriving  at  the  place  whence  it  started.  None  but  a  narrow- 
gauge  road,  certainly,  could  have  made  the  very  short  curves 
we  (lid.  The  grade  also  was  very  steep.  There  is  hardly  a 
straight  quarter  of  a  mile  on  the  whole  road,  but  this  is  ne- 
cessary, for  80  steep  is  it  that  there  would  otherwise  have  to 
be  a  series  of  reverse  tangents.  There  were  many  deep  cut- 
tings, at  first  through  earth ;  but  afterward,  when,  from  the 
hills  to  which  we  had  gradually  risen  we  came  to  descend 
to  the  valley  that  holds  San  Gkraldo,  most  of  the  excava- 
tions were  through  rock.  This  descent  was  a  capital  copy, 
in  miniature,  of  the  famous  Arequipa  Railway,  in  southern 
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Peril,  already  described  in  these  pages.     Notwitlistandinjf  ] 
tliat  I  Imd  already  seeo  the  latter,  I  most  call  this  part  of  tha 
Leopoldina  line  a  very  remarkable  piece  of  engineering.   We 
frequently  saw  tliree  portions  of  the  railroad  at  one  and  the 
I  same  time.     Once,  at  leaat,  it  wound  completely  around  the 
I  Buminit  of  a  small  hill,  in  order  to  effect  a  fall  of  abont  thirty   I 
I  feet.     Again,  there  would  bo  long  distances  when  two  see-  1 
tions  of  the  road  would  run  parallel,  not  more  than  fifty  J 
feet  apart.     The  locomotives  and  cars  on  this  little  line  are  of  ] 
American  make,  the  former  coming  from  Philadelphia,  the  ! 
latter  from  Paterson.     Owing  to  the  enormous  fall  of  water   | 
during  the  rainy  season,  it  is  very  difficult  to  teep  the  em- 
bankments of  the  road  in  order.     They  are  either  eliding  J 
from  above  upon  the  track,  or  down  into  the  valley  from   | 
under  it.     It  is  mostly  a  virgin  forest  through  which  this  ' 
railway  has  been  cut,  and  from  every  spur  or  hill-enmmit  we 
get  juKt  such  magnificent  views  of  tlie  billowy  plain  as  when 
on  nmle-baek  riding  to  Morro  Velho.     San   Geraldo  is  an 
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on  the  bay  opposite  Eio,  eonnectiiig  therewith  by  steam- 
ferry. 

There  seemed  to  be  plenty  of  animals  about,  but  every- 
body said  they  were  in  use,  and  refused  to  send  any  with  me, 
even  for  double  price.  I  was  much  amused  at  one  man  of 
whom  I  inquired  the  distance  to  Canto  Gallo.  His  reply 
was,  "  Sixteen  or  twenty  miles,  more  or  less."  I  told  him  I 
could  guess  myself,  and  so  need  not  have  asked  him.  He 
merely  shrugged  his  shoulders,  and  laughed  at  my  sarcasm. 
It  being  quite  impossible  to  obtain  horses  or  mules  at  Sumi- 
douro,  I  was  forced  to  walk  five  miles  back  to  the  station, 
and  take  a  train  about  fifteen  miles  to  Nossa  Senhora  do 
Carmo,  at  which  little  town  good  animals  were  found.  I  at 
once  set  forth  with  a  guide  over  the  mountains  to  Canto 
Gallo.  At  first  the  road  passed  through  many  coffee-planta- 
tions, then  through  the  most  superb  forest  I  had  yet  seen, 
with  trees  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  height,  orchids,  ferns, 
and  an  impenetrable  network  of  leaves.  Leaving  the  forest, 
we  again  crossed  several  extensive  coffee-plantations,  with 
large  farm-houses,  and  many  male  and  female  slaves  at  work 
in  the  fields.  At  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  valleys  which 
we  had  entered,  was  an  enormous  cliff  whose  vertical  sides 
were  nearly  covered  with  orchids,  and  opposite  to  this  was 
a  mountain,  about  fifteen  hundred  feet  in  height,  whose  pre- 
cipitous and  bulbous  flanks  were  wholly  composed  of  smooth 
rock,  only  a  few  trees  crowning  the  summit.  The  scenery 
was  remarkably  fine  all  the  afternoon,  but  we  had  a  tremen- 
dous rain-storm  which  made  the  road  so  slippery  that  we 
reached  Canto  Gallo  only  after  being  nine  hours  in  the  sad- 
dle. We  rode  along  a  wide,  paved  street  to  the  best  hotel, 
where  we  were  glad  enough  to  go  soon  to  bed. 

The  locomotives  used  upon  the  Nova  Friburgo  line  are 
of  the  powerful  Baldwin  (Philadelphia)  make.  The  cars  are 
little  toy  affairs,  about  as  small  and  as  light  as  could  well  be 
utilized.  The  first  half  of  the  route  to  Nictheroy  was 
among  the  mountains,  through  most  superb  scenery.  The 
latter  part  was  over  a  comparatively  level  plain,  and,  there- 
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fore,  not  speciaHj  interesting.  Nothing  but  com  and  coffee  J 
covered  the  iirBt  portion,  and  tbere  were  great  quantities  of  J 
both.  The  liret  large  town  we  reached  was  Nova  Fribnr^o,! 
which,  sumiunded  by  hills  and  filled  with  canals  and  broad  j 
streets,  reminded  me  verj  much  of  Petropolis,  as  ind( 
Petropolia,  in  turn,  had  reminded  me  of  some  Swiss  town,  ' 
or,  more  minutely,  of  a  town  half  Datch,  half  Swiss.  A  J 
large  party  of  German-Swiss  colonists  laid  ont  and  settled  i 
Nova  Fribnrgo  in  1S20.  The  old,  original  Fribourg,  favor-  I 
<f  known  to  tourists  from  the  famous  organ  in  its  cath^  J 

I  dral,  is,  of  course,  in  Switzerland.     The  colony  was  broken  I 

up  a  few  years  afterward,  but  many  of  their  descendants  aro  i 

still  living  in  the  place.     Charming  walks  and  drives  abound  I 

in  the  neighborhood.     The  boteb  are  good,  and  the  poopls  I 

3  exceedingly  hospitable  and  obliging.    The  altitude  trf"f 

e  town  is  twenty-eight  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.     Tha  i 

I  climate  is  cool  and  invigorating,  and  the  scenery  almost  Al- 
:)ine  in  eharacter.     Leaving  Nova  Friburgo,  we  rapidly  rose 
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curves  in  the  United  States  a!re  no  less  than  three  hundred 
feet  radius,  but  in  Colorado  I  have  seen  a  short  line,  which 
is  used  to  bring  ore  to  the  Pueblo  furnaces,  worked  by  a  lo- 
comotive over  a  seven-per-cent  grade.  This  I  believe  to  be 
the  steepest  grade  in  the  world  surmounted  by  ordinary  loco- 
motives on  smooth  rails.  Verily,  it  would  seem  that  where 
a  mule  can  go,  the  locomotive  has  been  made  to  follow. 

At  one  point  in  the  Boa  Vista  Mountains  a  terrific  tor^ 
rent,  swollen  by  the  recent  great  rains,  had  swept  away  a 
bridge  and  a  long  stretch  of  the  railroad.  Here  we  had  to 
leave  our  train  and  walk  down  to  an  improvised  bridge,  span- 
ning an  enormous  gully,  through  which  the  stream  still  raged 
over  large  bowlders  of  loosely  strewed  rocks.  Crossing,  we 
found  another  train  awaiting  us  upon  the  opposite  bank,  and 
on  we  went  again,  this  time  with  a  very  compact  and  power- 
ful French  locomotive.  That  part  of  the  range  near  There- 
sopolis,  specifically  styled  the  Organ  Mountains,  character- 
ized by  needle-like  spires,  now  stood  grandly  forth.  And 
we  had  not  gone  many  miles  farther  before  the  peak  of 
Tijuca,  behind  the  city  of  Rio,  was  dimly  marked  against 
the  heavens.  Next  I  saw  my  old  friend  the  Corcovado,  and 
then  the  massy  Sugar-Loaf,  whose  changeless  serenity,  com- 
pared with  the  transiency  of  individual  human  lives,  reminded 
me  of  Turjreneflfs  remarkable  prose-poem  on  mountains.  We 
arrived  at  Nictheroy,  seven  hours  from  Canto  GaJlo.  Nic- 
tlieroy  is  a  largo  flat  town,  with  tramways  extending  in  every 
direction,  and  a  handsome  public  garden.  At  the  northern  ex- 
tremity are  a  large  arsenal  and  good  ship-building  docks.  To 
Rio  we  t<x)k  a  ferry-boat,  much  like  those  plying  in  New  York 
Harbor,  though  without  provision  for  horses  and  carriages.  It 
takes  about  half  an  hour  to  cross  the  bay.  Once  more  I  drink 
in  the  wonderful  and  beautiful  panorama.  From  a  few  not 
very  widely  separated  points  you  get  a  score  of  distinct  Rioe. 
These  are  views  of  which  I  am  sure  I  never  could  tire.  It  is 
fairyland.  Especially  alluring  is  the  entrance  to  the  harbor, 
through  which  you  can  look  far  out  to  sea.  But  the  spell  is 
broken  as  I  land  and  take  the  tram  to  the  English  hotel. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

THE  SETO.NIJ  crrr  of  brazil. 

On  tbf  13t!i  of  March  I  left  Rio,  in  one  of  the  Hamburg 
I  liue  of  gtfamers,  for  tlie  cit;  of  Babia,  tlie  second  in  size, 
I  though  Dot  in  commercial  importance,  in  Brazil.  It  ia  about 
I  one  tlioiisand  niilea  distant  from  the  capital.  We  bad  a  full 
I  list  of  passengers,  among  them  many  Brazilians.  The  sum- 
I  niits  of  the  Organ  Mountains  were  veiled  in  bright,  fleecy 
I  clouds.  The  vari-colored  city  shone  resplendent  in  the  early 
1  mpniiiiL^  sun,  llie  towcr.'j  of  the  churches  being  sharply  out- 


THE  SECOND  CITY  OF  BRAZIL.  305 

norfh  aDd- east  of  the  city,  you"  behold  from  the  offing  no 
land  more  than  five?  honored  feet -above  sea-level.  The  bay 
of  Bahia  lies  nortii  and  south,  like' that  olIUo^  and  it  is  about 
the  same  size  and  shape.  The  entrance  of  the  former,  how- 
ever; is  much  wider,  being  about  ten-  miles  across.  While 
the  city  of  Rio  is  a  little,  distance  within -and  upon  the  left 
side,";  Biahia  is  upon  the  right  hand,  and  really  begins  quite  at 
the  eastern  headland  of  the  harbor, .  where  there  is  a  tall, 
round  lighthouse.  Upon  the  opposite  side  is  a  large  island, 
called  ItaparicJa.  This  is  plainly  seen,*  but  the  remainder  of 
the  deeply  indented  shores  of  the  bay,  with  many  small 
Lslands,  looms  low .  and  rvague  through!- the  misty  distance. 
At  the  lighthouse  is  a  fort ;  a  short  distance  farther  north 
another,  then  another ;  then  out  in  the  wdter,  a  shdrt  distance 
from  shore,  upon  a  rock,  a  fourth,  u  huge  round  castle  whose 
top  is  covered  with  nearly  a  complete  circle  of  guns.  Several 
other  forts  stand  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city,  some  near 
the  water,  others  high  upon  the  bluff,  bc^  none  that  I  have 
mentioned  would  be  any  protection  against  a  modem  ironclad. 
Near  us,  as  we  lie  at  anchor,  are  three  or  four  large  foreign 
steamers  and  two  or  three  smaller  Brazilian  coasting  steamers. 
A  little  farther  off  are  perhaps  fifty  sailing-vessels,  mostly 
of  small  tonnage  and  of  miscellaneous  nationalities,  together 
with  many  native  lighters  and  small  boats.  The  situation  of 
Bahia  is  very  peculiar.  Had  it  not  been  for  her  good  harbor 
facilities — though  no  loaded  vessels  can  come  to  the  wharves 
— it  is  doubtful  if  such  a  site  would  have  been  selected.  All 
along  the  shore,  at  a  distance  varying  from  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  feet,  extends  a  precipitous  bluff  about  two 
hundred  feet  in  height.  There  is,  then,  no  room  along  the 
shore  f<:>r  an  entire  city,  and  the  steep  roads  that  scale  the 
cliff,  ui)ou  and  beyond  which  are  the  private  residences,  were 
very  exjMjnsive  in  construction.!  The  business  part  of  the 
city,  therefore,  lies  next  the  bay..  The  residences  line  the 
bluff,  and  extend  some  distance  into  the  country,  which  is 
well  supplied  with  roads,  rivers,  lakeB,'and  hills — ^plains  there 
are  none.    The  peculiarity  of  tha-  situation  of  Bahia  adds,, 
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however,  little  to  its  pieturoBqueiiess  as  seen  from  the  bay. 
L'nlike  Rio,  tLe  bouses  are  of  three,  four,  and  evea  five  sto- 
ries. As  room  could  not  be  had  in  a  horizontal  directioD,  it 
must  needs  be  taken  in  a  vertical,  as  in  the  New  York  flats. 
It  is  a  very  old  city,  and  the  architcctnre  is  everywhere  of 
the  quaiuteat  description.  Viewed  from  the  harbor,  the 
white  and  yellow  walls  of  the  huge  warehoufies,  with  their 
irou-lutti(?ed  windows,  the  dwellings  with  little  balconies  and 
green  jalousies,  with  an  abundance  of  verdure  appearing  in 
every  direction,  make  a  fine  picture.  But  it  is,  after  all, 
rather  a  monotonous  picture,  for  Bahia  poaseeses  few  if  any 
public  bnilJinj,'s  of  any  special  merit.  The  cupola  and 
gpires  of  the  cathedral  and  two  or  three  other  churches,  and 
the  great  tower  of  the  elevator  whicli  conveys  people  from 
the  lower  to  the  upper  town,  alone  give  diversity  to  the  long 
lines  of  shining  white  and  yellow  walls.  But  when  I  land 
I  see  better  the  reason  of  it  ail — Bahia  is  altogether  a  com- 
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accessible  places,  yon  find  great  fonr-story  honsee  braced  by 
gigantic  stone  buttresses.  Sedan-chairs  are  still  employed 
in  Bahia  for  carrying  women  np  the  bluff.  These  palanquins 
are  merely  chairs  attached  to  long  poles  borne  upon  the 
shoulders  of  two  men.  A  black  cloth  covering  gives  them 
rather  a  funereal  look.  I  do  not  follow  the  porter,  but  walk 
through  the  business  streets,  that  I  may  get  a  general  idea  of 
the  whole  city,  before  making  a  special  study  of  any  part  of 
it.  The  tramway,  which  has  been  so  generally  domesticated 
in  South  America,  runs  here  in  the  few  available  directions. 
Bahia  is  full  of  striking  contrasts.  In  some  streets,  hardly 
ten  feet  in  width,  you  are  back  in  mediaeval  times;  in  others, 
broad,  neatly  paved,  well  lighted,  with  fine,  wide  sidewalks, 
you  are  once  more  in  the  modem  world  of  to-day.  In  the 
heart  of  the  lower  town  have  been  crowded  four  or  five 
parallel  streets,  between  the  bluff  and  the  shore  of  the  bay, 
but  along  the  remainder  of  the  bay  there  is  room  for  but  a 
single  lane.  As  the  merchants,  in  their  cool,  white  suits 
and  with  sun-umbrellas,  rushed  by  me,  Jt  seemed  as  if  in  my 
short  walk  before  reaching  the  elevator,  which  was  to  hoist 
me  to  the  upper  town,  I  had  heard  a  dozen  languages. 
Here  the  population  meet  on  common  ground,  and  but  for 
one  purpose — to  bring  to  each  and  all  the  ubiquitous  Em- 
peror-emblazoned notes  of  the  national  treasury.  At  the 
base  of  the  bluff  you  enter  a  massive  stone  building,  with  a 
display  of  machinery  in  motion  and  a  strong  smell  of  oil. 
It  is  dimly  lighted,  but  you  pass  a  turnstile,  at  the  side  of 
which  you  deposit  a  hundred  reis,  or  five  cents.  You  then 
wend  your  way  along  a  damp,  dirty,  dark  corridor,  and  be- 
hold a  double  elevator,  though  but  one  car  is  used  at  a  time. 
That  which  you  enter  will  hold  twelve  passengers,  and  is 
dimply  lighted  by  a  single  lamp  in  one  comer.  In  a  mo- 
ment you  are  placed  at  the  top  of  the  bluff,  and  upon  one 
side  of  the  palace  square,  into  which  you  pass  through  another 
self-re<ristering  gate.  Upon  one  side  of  this  square  is  the  old 
Government-house,  and  before  you  is  the  Momcipal  Hall, 
both  of  these  being  quaint,  decayed  old  piles.    From  the 
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little  plaza  jou  Lave  a  fine  viev  over  the  harWr  an<1  tlie 
lower  town.  In  the  former  yov.  see  tlie  rouiiJ  fort,  tbe  Bbipe, 
the  gtcaniers,  and  all  tlie  varied  life  of  boate  in  motion ;  but 
in  the  latter  little  more  than  a  level  of  great,  red-tiled  roofs. 
Turning  to  the  right  I  enter  a  narrow  street  of  retail  shop*, 
pass  the  custom-house,  and  come  out  upon  an  extensive  pkza, 
OD  a  hill-gide,  cootainiiig  some  green  lan'us  and  a  few  lurge 
trees.  Here  are  situated  the  theatre,  a  great,  rough  hulk  ont- 
wardlj ;  the  two  newspaper  offices ;  the  Ijest  hotel  of  the  city, 
a  huge  bajlding  live  stories  in  height ;  and  here  alea  seen 
be  the  headquarters  of  several  lines  of  tram-cars.  Thus, 
fore  I  really  arrive — before,  at  least,  I  reach  my  hotel — I  liave 
gained  a  fair  general  idea  of  the  city  of  San  Salvador,  better 
known  nowadays  as  Baiua.  Tlie  hotel  is  kept  by  a  Brazilian, 
and  that  is  e<|uivalent  to  saying  it  is  not  to  be  rated  as  first 
class.  Down-stairs  on  the  first  floor  ia  a  great  bilUard-room, 
and  adjoining  it  is  the  restaurant.  Both  of  theee  rooms  at 
night  were  packed,  and  the  hubbub,  frequoutlv  increased 


:^ 


THE  SECOND  CITY  OF  BRAZIL,  309 

groves  of  palms,  bananas,  and  bread-fruit,  and  along  a  stream 
where  all  the  linen  of  Bahia  seemed  to  be  washed,  so  great 
was  the  display  of  white  garments  upon  the  grrass,  and  so 
many  were  the  women  at  work.  The  beach  at  Rio  Vermelho 
was  covered  with  a  sort  of  native  fishing-raft,  like  the  cata- 
marans used  at  Madras  and  elsewhere  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal — 
simply  six  timbers  lashed  together,  with  a  high  bench  for  a 
fisherman,  or  a  passenger,  another  for  the  stepping  of  a  mast, 
and  another  for  holding  a  little  cargo.  Of  course,  this  sort 
of  craft  will  go  over,  or  at  least  throngh,  any  sarf.  There  is 
a  good  hotel  at  Rio  Vermelho,  where  1  found  the  salt  air  a 
pleasant  change  from  that  of  Bahia.  The  remaining  and 
third  line  of  tramway  runs  along  tlie  bluff  directly  to  the 
south,  and  ends  at  a  short  distance  beyond  the  lighthouse. 
Most  of  the  tine  dwellings  of  Bahia  are  situated  on  or  near 
this  road — houses  of  peculiar  architecture,  surrounded  by 
beautiful  gardens  of  flowers.  A  good  many  foreigners  live 
directly  upon  the  beach,  near  the  lighthouse. 

The  churches  of  Bahia  are  all  more  or  less  interesting, 
both  outside  and  inside,  being  a  little  removed  from  the  or- 
dinary style  of  architecture  and  adornment.  Several  of  them 
are  nearly  square.  They  have  curious,  old,  frescoed  ceilings, 
admirable  wood-c<arvings,  and  marble  pavements.  I  saw  one  of 
the  great  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  called  the  seven  stations, 
which  is  in  commemoration  of  the  seven  halts  that  Christ 
made  while  bearing  his  cross.  An  enormous  and  very  ghastly 
effigy  of  Christ,  richly  robed,  and  bowed  under  a  huge  cross, 
was  bonie  throiigli  the  streets,  from  church  to  church,  re- 
maining each  niglit  in  a  different  one.  The  procession  which 
followed  i\\U  image  consisted  of  priests,  a  military  band,  a 
company  of  infantry,  and  the  populace  generally.  In  the 
afternoon,  when  the  ecclesiastical  journey  was  made,  the 
whole  city  turned  out  in  holiday  attire  to  see,  or  to  take  part 
in,  the  procession.  While  the  e^^j  is  resting  in  the  churches 
it  is  visited  by  great  crowds,  who  kiss  its  feet,  weep,  pray, 
and  finally  give  it  some  money— of  which  fund  the  ingenuous 
priests  are,  of  course,  trustees.    Special  services,  attended  by 
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tbe  band  and  tlie  military,  are  held  all  day  in  ite  honor.  The 
eceoo  In  one  of  the  churches,  brilUuutly  decorated  and  lUo- 
minated,  was  a  fantastic  hodge-podge  I  ehall  never  forget. 
While  the  thorn-crowned  Christ  ataggerod  under  Lis  croee, 
with  a  soldier  on  guard  at  each  comer,  the  people  prostrated 
themselves  upon  the  floor  in  every  attitude  of  hnmiliation 
and  devotion,  and  the  military  band  in  the  gallery  played 
one  of  Offenbach's  polkas  !  The  highest  dignitaries  and  most 
intelligent  men  in  the  province  sanction  all  this  gaudy  and 
repulsive  spectacle,  not  only  by  their  presence,  but  also  bj 
the  conspicuous  part  they  take  in  tbe  proceeeions.  One 
of  the  cords  of  the  canopy  which  is  borne  over  tlie  effigy 
ia  held  by  tlie  president  of  the  province,  and  another  by 
the  marshal  in  full  uniform,  both  being  bareheaded  and 
on  foot. 

The  public  buildings  and  institutions  of  Bal)ia  require 
but  little  notice.     The  library,  numbering  some  twenty  thou- 

1  Toluniea,  mostly  in  French  and  Portuguese,  in  fine  bind- 
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of  the  bluff,  stands  the  Jesuit  church,  built  of  white  marble 
brought  from  Lisbon.  The  Public  Garden  of  Bahia  is  situ- 
ated upon  the  bluff,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  city.  It  is 
at  present  in  very  bad  order.  There  is  little  attempt  at  land- 
scape gardening.  It  is  filled,  however,  with  huge  mango- 
trees,  and  contains  many  fine  palms  and  odd-looking  tropical 
plants,  of  which  I  do  not  know  the  names.  At  the  comer 
next  the  bay  is  a  marble-paved  terrace,  commanding  splendid 
views  of  the  neighboring  bay  and  distant  ocean.  There  are 
tile-covered  and  shell-ornamented  settees,  statuary,  and  urns, 
all  of  fine  quality.  Promenading  here  on  breezy  afternoons, 
to  the  music  of  one  of  the  military  bands,  the  Indies  and 
gentlemen  of  Bahia  present  a  very  animated  and  attractive 
picture. 

With  the  intention  of  seeing  something  of  the  interior,  I 
left  Bahia  at  noon,  on  the  20th,  for  the  town  of  Cachoeira, 
across  the  bay  and  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Para- 
guassu  Eiver.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  Bay  of  Bahia  is 
like  that  of  Bio  in  size  and  shape,  and  there  the  comparison 
ends.  At  Rio  we  have  every  variety  of  scenery,  from  the 
somber  and  grand  to  the  graceful  and  pretty,  but  at  Bahia  it 
is  all  a  monotonous,  undiversified  level  of  low  hills,  half  cov- 
ered with  scrub  and  half  with  grass.  We  have  a  long,  nar- 
row, iron,  paddle-wheel  steamer,  crowded  with  passengers 
and  freight.  We  pass  a  small  town  on  the  northern  end  of 
the  Island  of  Itaparica,  and  there  is  a  village  on  the  point 
which  we  round  in  entering  the  estuary  of  the  river.  At  one 
town  we  land  the  mail  in  a  bottle — that  is,  the  bottle  is 
thrown  into  the  water,  and  men  come  after  it  in  a  dugrout. 
I  see  a  number  of  these  canoes,  deep  and  broad,  in  which 
the  men  paddle  standing.  From  time  to  time  we  pass  a  to- 
bacco or  sugar  plantation,  the  farm  buildings  made  of  brick. 
At  one  point  we  stop  and  disembark  some  of  our  passengers 
in  a  small  stern- wheel  steamboat,  which  starts  off  with  them, 
down  a  great  open  stretch  of  the  river,  to  the  town  of  Mara- 
gogipe.  Once  or  twice  passengers  are  put  into  the  great  ca- 
noes that  come  out  from  the  shore,  and,  sitting  in  chairs,  are 
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drawn  by  siuall  BaiU  ijuickly  to  land.  There  do  not  seem  t 
be  manj  cargo-boats.  Tboeo  wLicb  I  notice  are  not  verjl 
large,  but  have  three  masts,  with  trianguiar-sltapcd  sa 
the  section  of  couDtry  through  which  the  river  passes  seeni 
to  have  been  burned  over  at  least  once.  It  is  (^uite  smootli,  ti 
Dotonous,  and  uniittereating.  Cacboeira,  however,  is  a  rathq 
bustling  bufliuess  center.  A  railway  extends  hence  in  a  nort" 
westerly  direction  to  Feira,  about  thirty  milee.  On  the  opH 
posite  dde  of  the  river  is  quite  a  large  suburb,  and  here  i 
extCDfiive  mil  way -stations  and  the  terminus  of  a  road  which 
runs  in  a  generally  westerly  direction  about  two  liundred 
miles.  The  lino  from  Cachoeira  is  a  branch  of  it.  The  two 
stations  are  joined  across  the  river  by  a  fine  iron -girder 
bridge,  with  three  stone  piers.  We  were  six  hours  in  making 
the  journey  from  Bahiu,  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles. 
From  a  neat,  white,  stuccoed  station,  I  took  the  train  to  Fei- 
ra. It  is  a  narrow-gauge  road,  with  cars  built  on  the  Ameri- 
can plan,  open  from  end  to  end.  It  passes  through  a  tobacco- 
raising  district,  and  depends  for  its  freights  almost  altogether  j 
upon  this  product.  At  iiret  we  made  a  steep  ascent  of  tba-J 
hills,  going  to  a  distance,  and  then  coming  back.  We  di^ 
not  mount  higher  than  a  few  hundred  feet  above  the  tow 
Subsequently  we  saw  tbe  latter  from  a  remote  point  of  view 
Feira  I  found  to  be  a  large  and  comparatively  new  town,  laiiT 
out  with  very  wide  streets  and  large  plazas.  Here  I  was 
hospitably  welcomed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Mawson,  the  able  and 
active  superinteudent  of  the  '*  Brazilian  Imperial  Central 
Bahia  Railway,"  who  kindly  placed  his  own  private  car 
at  my  disposition  for  visiting  the  whole  of  the  main 
line,  a  geuerons  offer  of  which  I  availed  myself  on  T 
morrow. 

But  one  through  traip  each  way  is  ran  daily.    The  fin 
class  carriages  have  comfortable  revolving  eane-chaira,  en 
each  side  of  a  center  passage-way ;  the  second-class  cars  have 
board  seats  along  each  side.     The  carriages  are  of  EngUeh 
make,  though  of  American  pattern.     The  locomotives  are  of^ 
both  English  and  American  manufacture.    We  started  i 
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a  long  train,  including  a  baggage  and  postal  van,  and  several 
empty  freight-cars.  The  line  follows  the  general  direction 
of  the  Paraguassu  River,  though  at  some  distance  from  it 
until  near  the  terminus.  We  turned  at  first  directly  away 
from  the  river,  and  began  ascending  a  series  of  low  hills. 
The  face  of  the  country  was  covered  with  second-growth  for- 
ests. There  were  many  stops,  though,  at  but  only  the  small- 
est of  villages,  and  during  the  latter  half  of  the  journey  the 
land  appeared  to  be  devoid  of  settlements.  The  road  is  run 
through  a  flat  country  to  save  expense,  but  at  a  distance  of 
ten  miles  on  either  side  it  is  very  fertile  and  well  culti- 
vated. It  is  a  tobacco-growing  region,  but,  as  1  have  hinted, 
little  of  this  plant  was  in  actual  sight  from  the  line.  The 
country  in  the  far  distance  was  level  or  undulating,  and 
quite  uninteresting  until  about  half  the  journey  was  com- 
pleted, when,  near  the  station  of  Tanquinho,  the  hills  as- 
sumed an  appearance  similar  to  those  round  about  the  Bay 
of  Rio  Janeiro.  I  saw  even  a  huge  rock  fac^simile  of  the 
Sugar- Loaf,  and  another  of  the  table-topped  Gavea.  Some 
great  domes  of  solid  rock  were  visible,  and  in  the  face  of  a 
few  hills  were  large  caverns,  one  above  the  other.  These 
cavities  were  open  their  full  size,  and  presented  a  very 
strange  appearance.  The  theory  of  their  origin  is  that  softer 
veins  of  the  rock,  disintegrating  through  many  centuries, 
have  left  the  deep  hollows  in  this  condition.  It  does  not  seem 
])ossible  that  they  can  have  been  made  by  primitive  man. 
(Jnce  or  twice  we  saw  the  Paraguassu  River,  and  then  for 
hours  we  coursed  over  a  comparatively  level  plain,  where  all 
tliat  seemed  necessary  to  make  a  railway  was  to  lay  down  the 
sleepers  and  put  the  rails  upon  them.  The  landscape  dis- 
played a  large  proportion  of  palms  and  cacti,  and  many  trees 
covered  with  the  beautiful  Spanish  moss.  About  five  o'clock 
we  reached  the  terminus,  a  short  street  with  a  few  wretched 
stores  and  a  score  of  mud-walled  and  palm-thatched  huts. 
Two  days'  mule-back  ride  from  here  are  some  surface  dia- 
mond-washings, but  the  upper  stratum  supply  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  they  are  going  to  mine  for  them.    It  is  about 


CHAPTEE  XXXVI. 

ON  THE   SAN   F&ANCISCO. 

From  Bahia  I  intended  to  viuit  the  great  rapids  of  the 
San  Francisco — called  Paulo  Affonso — which  are  situated 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth  and  the 
Atlantic.  I  took  passage,  therefore,  first  in  a  steamer  of  the 
"Bahia  Steam  ^Navigation  Company"  (a  Brazilian  line, 
which  plies  between  Victoria,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  ' 
Espiritu  Santo,  on  the  south,  and  Pemambuco,  the  capital  of 
the  province  of  Pemambuco,  on  the  north),  to  Penedo,  a 
small  town  twenty-five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  San 
Francisco,  whence  the  journey  might  be  continued  by  river- 
steamer,  railway,  and  mule-back.  The  ocean-steamer  was  a 
side-wheeler  of  about  six  hundred  tons  burden.  The  oflicers 
and  crew  were  Brazilians,  the  engineers  English.  We  car- 
ried a  great  quantity  of  miscellaneous  freight  and  a  full  list 
of  passengers.  Before  leaving  I  was  obliged  to  have  my 
passport  viseed,  and  to  pay  two  hundred  reis  for  a  stamp ;  at 
Rio  there  was  no  charge  for  the  vis6.  But  is  it  not  time  to 
do  away  with  the  system  of  passports  ?  Russia  and  Brazil 
are  tlie  only  large  and  important  nations  which  require  them 
at  the  present  day. 

Wg  made  our  first  call  at  a  custom-house  on  the  river 
Piauhy,  in  the  province  of  Sergipe,  anchoring  about  ten 
miles  from  the  ocean,  while  the  town  of  Estancia,  for  which 
we  carried  freight  and  passengers,  was  about  twenty  miles 
al)ove.  Our  steamer,  however,  could  go  no  higher,  and 
great  sailing-canoes  are  employed  for  the  remaining  distance. 
Tlie  mouth  of  the  river  is  marked  by  two  parallel  lines  of 
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breakere,  and  is  not  more  tliau  one  tbonsand  feet  in  width.  ■ 
Small  villages  of  mud  and  straw  hnte  etand  in  groves  of  I 
palms  upon  liotli  the  Bhores,  At  dajlight  the  next  morning  ' 
we  left  for  Aracaju,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Sergipe, 
situated  on  a  small  river  about  three  miles  from  the  ocean. 
We  Bteara  slowly  along,  in  plain  sight  of  the  fihore,  which  ia 
low  and  sandy,  and  reach  Aracajn  abont  noon.  The  CTitrance 
to  the  river  is  narrow  and  winding,  with  jriant  breakers  dash- 
ing themsc'lvea  into  white  foam  upon  the  sand-banks  on  each 
hand.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  exactly  in  the  channel,  as  the 
stranded  wreck  of  a  steamer  clearly  shows.  As  it  was,  the 
captain  said  we  had  but  two  feet  of  water  under  the  steam- 
er's bottom  in  crossing  the  bar.  It  is,  besides,  bo  rough  on 
all  these  river-bars,  that  the  port-holca  are  always  earefnily 
closed  until  the  passage  has  been  made.  The  town  of  Ara- 
cajn  is  of  single-story  houses,  laid  out  with  broad  streets  and 
sidewalks.  The  President's  Palace,  House  of  Delegates, 
and  other  public  buildings,  are  all  exceedingly  plain,  and 
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the  north  of  the  river  San  Francisco,  while  the  province  of 
Sergipe  faces  the  southern  bank.  Alagoas  contains  twice  as 
great  a  population  as  Sergipe.  As  we  go  on,  numerous  clus- 
ters of  huts  are  seen  upon  both  banks.  The  country,  how- 
ever, is  low,  and,  where  not  planted  with  sugar-cane,  is  cov- 
ered with  dense  scrub.  Finally,  we  pass,  upon  the  right 
bank,  a  small  village  called  Villa  Nova,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  suburb  of  Penedo,  situated  upon  the  opposite 
bank  and  a  little  above.  Penedo  shows  well  from  the  river 
— here  a  little  less  than  a  mile  in  width — built  as  it  is  upon 
a  point  of  land  which  rises  high,  and  then  slopes  gently  back- 
ward. At  dusk  we  reach  our  wharf,  and  make  everything 
snug  for  the  night,  intending  to  sleep  on  board. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  landed,  passing  through  a  large 
warehouse  belonging  to  the  steamer  company,  and  filled  with 
ox-hides,  bales  of  cotton,  bags  of  cotton-seed  for  making  oil, 
and  sacks  of  coflfee  and  rice.  The  principal  business  of 
Penedo  may  be  said  to  be  the  export  of  cotton,  sugar,  and 
hides.  The  hotel  was  near  by,  a  single-story  building  kept 
by  an  Italian  woman,  as  I  discovered  upon  clapping  my 
hands  loudly  at  the  front  door.  In  South  America,  by-the- 
hy,  you  seldom  find  door-bells — iron  knockers  supplying 
their  place.  In  Penedo  and  many  other  places,  within  the 
South  American  tropics,  it  is  so  warm  that  the  doors  of  the 
houses  always  stand  open,  and  the  method  of  announcing  a 
call  is  simply  to  stand  in  the  street  and  clap  the  hands,  when 
some  inmate  will  probably  come  from  the  distant  rear  of  the 
house  and  invite  you  to  enter  the  sitting-room,  with  its 
always  goometrically  arranged  sofa  and  chairs.  I  obtained  a 
comfortable  room,  with  a  cement  fioor,  which  is  cool  and 
healthful,  but  the  walls  ran  only  about  two  thirds  of  the  way 
to  the  roof — a  plan  that  makes  perfect  quiet  an  impossibility 
eitlier  by  day  or  nitrht.  The  streets  of  Penedo,  saving  that 
which  runs  close  along  the  river,  are  rather  steep ;  some  of 
them  are  paved  with  huge  fiat  blocks,  others  with  small 
stones,  but  most  of  them  are  unpaved.  The  town  is  lighted 
by  oil-lamps,  set  in  great  iron  sconces  attached  to  the  sides  of 
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the  buildings.     It  contains  seven  elmrclies  and  several  Bcliools 
both   public  and   private.     The  "Joraal  do  pDnedo"  ie  a 
little  ahoet,  about  a  foot  square,  which  is  published  eenii- 
weekly,  at  a  cost,  for  a  single  subscription,  of  four  dollars  per 
annum.     Advertising  in  this  periodical  is  probably  as  cheap 
as  in  any  newspaper  in  the  world,  being  but  forty  reis  (or 
about  two  cents)  a  line.     I  found  the  short  street  adjoining  | 
die  river  crowded  with  market-people,  most  of  whom  had  I 
come  from  great  distances  in  their  canoes  to  dispose  of  their  I 
produce.     These  canoes  thickly  lined  the  bank,  and  from  1 
their  sails  many  of  their  ownere  had  improvised  tents.     At  j 
one  end  of  the  street  were  the  pack-mules  which  had  brought  | 
that  part  of  tlie  produce  not  fetclied  by  the  river-boats.    The  I 
market  contained  the  usual  profuse  tropical  variety  of  food,  I 
which  was  offered  for  sale  in  auy  quantity  and  at  extremely 
cheap  rates.     In  fact,  the  only  coins  in  circulation  seemed  to 
be  of  copper.     Many  people  had  also  little  stands  of  manu- 
factured goods,  and  a  few  were  selling  cooked  food  of  vari- 
ous kinds.     The  scene  was  very  animated,  and  the  amount  of  I 
chatting  and  cheapening  in  progress  was  remarkable.     The  ( 
natives  are  very  fond  of  the  siglits  and  gossip  of  one  of  these 
fairs — it  was  the  weekly  market — and  will  often  pass  half  a 
day  in  purcliasing  a  few  cents'  worth.     During  the  remainder  i 
of  the  day  I  saw  scarcely  any  one  who  was  not  carrj-ing  home  J 
some  purchase  or  other,  either  a  basket  of  food,  or  a  pair  of  1 
shoes,  or  a  song-bird  in  a  cage,  or  an  earthenware  jar,  or  a1 
piece  of  coarse  cotton  for  a  shirt  or  a  dress.    A  great  num- 
ber of  be^jare  were  circling  around  at  the  fair,  some  of  them 
tlie  victims  of  loathsome  disease,  and  others  dreadful  cripples. 
They  seem  to  meet  with  moderate  success  from  the  market- J 
people,  many  of  whom  give  them  either  particles  of  prodaoea 
or  else  infinitesimal  copper  coins. 

I  called  upon  the  vicar,  and  found  htm  to  be  a  very  \Vb\ 
telligent  and  genial  old  gentleman,  who  had  resided  in  Pe* 
nedo  for  fifteen  years.     He  gave  me,  in  lively  style,  mucl 
information  about  this  section  of  Brazil.     The  population  ofl 
Pcnedo  is  about  ten  thousand.     From  the  tower  of  the  cathe< 
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dral  an  extended  view  may  be  obtained — first,  of  the  town, 
with  its  houses  set  thickly  next  the  river,  and  ranning  back 
in  two  long  streets  upon  the  ridge  to  the  eastward  ;  second, 
of  tlie  coin|)arativeljr  level  country,  covered  with  sugar-cane, 
or  cotton,  or  second-growth  forest ;  and,  third,  of  the  great, 
muddy  river,  full  of  small  islands,  and  winding  and  doubling 
away  in  the  distance  toward  the  northwest.  Upon  its  swift 
current  glide  many  large  canoes,  mostly  sailing  up-stream, 
with  two  lateen-sails  spread  "  wing  and  wing  "  from  a  sin- 
gle mast.  With  a  strong,  steady  wind  these  canoes  will  go 
up-stream  about  as  fast  as  the  river-steamers.  They  are  large 
and  roomy,  and  have  straw-thatched  cabins  in  their  bows 
instead  of  in  their  stems.  With  their  triangular,  outstretched 
sails  they  are  a  very  picturesque  addition  to  the  river. 
Many  small  canoes  are  used  along  the  shores,  and  even  for 
crossing  the  river.  These  are  generally  propelled  with  pad- 
dles by  men  standing. 

One  evening,  about  nine  o'clock,  a  large  religious  proces- 
sion paraded  the  principal  streets.  The  houses  were  all  il- 
luminated by  lamps  and  candles,  and  fire-works  were  intermit> 
tently  discharged.  First  came  a  number  of  men  with  rattles, 
which  they  used  to  announce  the  approach  of  the  ceremonial 
train.  Then  follow  a  sacristan  bearing  a  large  cross,  boys 
swinging  incense -censers,  and  two  long  lines  of  torch-bearers 
clothed  in  red  and  black  gowns.  Children  came  next,  dressed 
in  gay-colored  gauze,  with  wings,  to  counterfeit  angels.  A 
wooden  effigy  of  Christ,  borne  by  four  men,  was  then  in 
order,  and  my  friend  the  vicar,  followed  by  about  a  thou- 
sand men,  walking  bareheaded,  singing  a  plaintive  hymn. 
At  a  little  distance  advanced  another  procession  of  similar 
cliaracter,  except  that  the  image  was  that  of  the  Virgin,  at- 
toiKled  by  about  a  thousand  women.  Meanwhile  the  bells 
of  the  churches  were  tolled.  These  people  are  very  relig^ 
ions  so  far  as  outward  observances  go,  but  they  have  little 
or  no  comprehension  of  theology.  They  worship,  but  do 
not  seem  to  know  exactly  what  or  why.  The  idea  of  a 
devotional  exercise  being  in  progress  was  altogether  absent 
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from  most  of  tlie  members  of  the  great  procession  that  I 
hud  witnesBed.  Tliey  eeeiued  quite  igiioniot  of  tho  signifi- 
cance and  eoleniiiity  of  the  ceremony  in  which  they  were 
participants.  All  were  laughing  and  talliing,  many  of  the 
men  were  smoking,  and  Bome  of  the  women  were  skylark- 
ing in  the  most  sportive  manner.  The  bearei-s  of  the  body 
of  the  Buffering  Christ  were  ho  overwhehned  with  the  hu- 
mor of  some  joke  which  liad  been  passed  arouod,  that  they 
Btaggered  in  a  manner  that  threatoued  to  make  the  effigy 
topple  over  upon  their  heads.  The  next  day  flags  were  &t 
lialf-mafit  on  all  the  Brazilian  vessels  in  the  river,  in  honor 
of  the  anniversary  of  tlie  cruciSxion  of  Christ — Good-Friday. 
Elaborate  services  were  held  in  all  the  chnrchea,  to  which 
tho  people  were  summoned  by  means  of  great  wooden  rattle^ 
shaken  by  men  mnning  through  the  streets.  As  it  was  tt{ 
holiday,  troops  of  Iiatless  women,  in  gay-eolored  calico 
their  hair  dressed  with  flowers,  were  seen  going  chnrchwardj 
while  the  men,  rising  late,  passed  the  day  largely  in  visitii 
their  friends.  At  sunset  there  was  another  procession.  Se^ 
eral  large  tigures  exhibited  the  various  agonies  of 
previous  to  his  death,  and  on  a  catafaltjue  his  body  was  rep-' 
resented  as  lying  dead  under  a  pall.  This  was  escorted  by 
troiips,  and  followed  by  a  brass  band  playing  a  dirge.  The 
beggars  were  out  in  tremendous  force,  and  were  generally 
rewarded  for  their  pains  by  gifts  of  money  or  food.  The 
celebration  of  Christ's  resurrection  began  on  Sunday  noon. 
Work  was  resamed,  bells  were  rung,  fire-works  were  dis- 
charged, flags  were  hauled  from  half  to  fall  mast,  and  effigies 
of  Judas  Iscariot  were  publicly  burned.  The  next  day  the 
iinal  parade  came  to  view,  accompanied  by  the  mihtary  and  ft 
brass  band  playing  lively  quicksteps.  A  crown  of  one  of  the 
slatues  of  Christ  becoming  disengaged,  the  procession  halted^ 
while  some  one  brought  hammer  and  nails,  and  Becured  it  a 
its  place.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  Teatro  de  Vari< 
des,  where  a  moderately  good  Portuguese  company  gave  ti 
or  three  amusing  oomidieUas,  interspersed  with  singing 
dancing.     The  brass  band  of  the  morning's  parade  fttmi^i 
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the  music,  with  a  superfluity  of  bass-drums  and  cymbals. 
The  doorway  was  nearly  blockaded  by  women,  who  were 
squatting  upon  the  ground  and  steps,  and  engaged  in  selling 
fruit  and  sherbet.  The  people  in  the  parquette  smoked 
during  the  performance. 

Once  a  week  a  little  iron,  side-wheel  steamer  runs  from 
Penedo  to  Piranhas,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  lower  San 
Francisco.  The  distance  is  about  a  hundred  miles,  and  as 
the  current  has  a  speed  of  three  knots  an  hour,  and  frequent 
stops  a;^  made,  two  days  are  needed  to  make  the  voyage.  I 
took  passage  on  the  first  steamer  that  left  after  my  arrival. 
There  were  two  classes  of  passengers— cabin  and  deck. 
Meals  were  served  the  former  on  the  after-deck,  under  an 
awning,  though  in  very  bad  weather  a  large  saloon  below  is 
used.  There  were  no  state-rooms,  and  only  a  few  benches  in 
the  saloon  for  those  who  wished  to  utilize  them  as  beds.  In 
the  extreme  stem  was  a  small  cabin  for  ladies.  In  front  of 
the  funnel  was  a  raised  deck,  where  a  good  view  could  be 
obtained.  Near  the  wheel-house  was  the  detached  state-room 
of  the  captain,  and  opposite  it  was  another,  used  generally  by 
the  pilot,  but  kindly  put  at  my  service  by  the  agent  of  the 
line.  The  river  was  extremely  muddy,  of  a  thick,  oily,  brown 
color.  It  ranged  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  in  width,  with  a 
very  tortuous  channel,  which  was  generally  about  twenty  feet 
deep.  During  the  rainy  season  the  lower  river  rises  some 
twelve  feet.  The  banks  were  at  first  low  and  smooth,  and 
covered  with  second-growth  timber,  and  occasionally  planted 
with  mandioc,  maize,  and  sugar-cane.  There  were  many  small 
villages,  and  almost  continuous  stretches  of  huts.  The  first 
large  town  at  which  we  stop  is  called  Propria.  It  is  upon 
the  right  bank,  built  upon  a  gently  sloping  hill,  and  contains 
ail  enormous  double-towered  church  which  stands  boldly 
fortli  among  predominating  one-story  mud  huts.  The  river- 
bank  lias  been  paved,  walled,  and  buttressed  with  huge  stones 
to  prevent  the  ever-active  encroachment  of  the  swiftly  flow- 
ing stream.  Going  on  from  Propria  the  appearance  of  the 
country  gradually  changes ;  smooth,  low  hillfl  and  many  pro- 
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jectiiig  ridges  oecnr.  In  the  distance,  to  the  northwi 
ran^'  appears  behind  range^none,  liowever,  very  high.  TIi 
wind  blows  strongly  from  the  ooeao,  and  many  large  boats, 
with  outstretched  sails,  swiftly  move  Dp-stream.  The  two 
sails  are  so  arranged  on  the  maet  as  to  admit  of  being  simiil- 
taneously  furled.  The  operation  reminds  one  of  a  bird  fold- 
ing its  wings.  The  wind,  however,  blows  in  such  sudden 
and  violent  gnats  around  some  of  the  sharp  bends  of  the 
river,  that  unless  a  canoe  is  properly  loaded,  or  ballasted,  and 
very  carefully  handled,  it  is  in  danger  of  capsizing.  These 
hoatA  naturally  hug  the  shores  in  ascending,  but  lower  their 
masts  and  are  rowed  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  in  descend- 
ing the  river.  After  jiassiug  many  villages,  the  next  towtti 
above  Propria  is  called  Traipu,  picturesquely  situated  on  ft'i 
ridge  upon  the  left  bank.  Its  white  church  makes  a  very' 
prominent  mark  against  the  green  backgrouud  of  trees.  C^^ 
the  other  side,  but  a  Httle  below,  are  three  noticeable  biU^ 
which  are  styled  the  "  Three  Brothera,"  On  the  same  bank, 
a  short  distance  higher  up,  at  a  village  of  a  single  street  facing 
the  river,  and  appropriately  called  Curral  de  Pedraa  (a  corral 
of  stones),  we  anchor  near  the  sliore  for  the  night.  The 
boilere  of  our  steamer  are  fired  with  cotton-sccd,  which  makes 
a  cheap  and  very  hot  tire,  though,  of  course,  not  so  enduring 
a  one  as  wood. 

We  started  on,  up  the  river,  at  five  in  the  momi 
The  banks  now  consisted  of  rocky  Idlla,  from  fifty  to  tbiW 
hundred  feet  in  height,  and  covered  with  cacti  and  low, 
scrubby  trees.  The  villages  became  less  numerous,  the  line 
of  huts  less  continuous.  In  one  place  we  passed  a  pictur- 
esque church,  upon  the  top  of  a  small,  dome-shaped  hill ; 
in  another,  a  cemetery  laid  out  upon  a  similar  knull,  Fish- 
pounds  were  niched  in  the  angles  of  the  river  and  at  the 
mouths  of  little  streama  that  entered  it.  The  width  of  tl 
Sun  Francisco  had  now  diminished  to  less  than  half  a 
though  its  tortuoiienese  remained  the  same.  The  next  villi 
at  wliich  we  stopped  was  Pao  d'Aseucar,  or  Sugar-Loaf, 
Darned  from  a  conical  rocky  hill  standing   near  the 
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As  we  advanced  the  river  gradually  narrowed,  until,  in  some 
places,  it  was  not  more  than  a  thousand  feet  wide.  The 
scenery  had  been  very  pretty  all  the  way  from  Curral  de 
Pedras.  In  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  we  saw,  down  a  long 
reach  of  the  river.  Piranhas  and  the  white  walls  and  clock- 
tower  of  its  railway-station. 

The  town,  as  we  approached,  presented  an  extraordinary 
appearance,  lying  in  a  regular  gulch  washed  out  of  the  steep 
hill-side.  The  situation  seemed  as  odd  and  inaccessible  as 
that  of  some  of  the  Swiss  villages.  Not  only  were  there  no 
two  houses  upon  the  same  level,  but  the  paths  between  them 
ran  in  tangents,  back  and  forth,  up  the  sides  of  the  valley, 
like  goat-tracks,  and  almost  as  steep  as  ordinary  staircases. 
The  town  was  very  small,  and  consisted,  for  the  most  part, 
of  mud  huts.  The  only  level  ground  anywhere  in  view  was 
the  inclosure  of  the  railway-station,  which  had  been  formed 
artificially,  and  with  great  walls  of  masonry  on  each  side. 
It  included  a  pretty  little  depot,  car-houses,  freight-ware- 
rooms,  and  macliine-shops,  extending  for  a  long  distance  upon 
the  river- bank.  Immediately  above  Piranhas  the  San  Fran- 
cisco is  full  of  rocks  and  reefs,  and  the  accompanying  rapids 
prevent  the  further  progress  not  only  of  steamers,  but  of 
native  boats  as  well.  No  good  hotel  exists  in  Piranhas,  and 
I  esteem  mysiclf  fortunate  in  getting  quarters  with  an  old 
Portuguese  resident,  a  gentlemjin  who  owns  the  best  portion 
of  the  town — that  is,  the  short  street  which  contains  the 
stores.  From  almost  any  part  there  are  good  views  down 
the  river,  whence  comes  a  strong  and  refreshing  breeze  every 
afternoon.  The  mornings  are  apt  to  be  exceedingly  sultry. 
At  least  a  hundred  boys  came  down  to  the  beach  to  see  us 
arrive,  while  a  hundred  men  stood  eagerly  looking  on  from 
the  shade  of  buildings  upon  the  bank ;  and  above,  upon  the 
hill-side,  hundreds  of  women  peered  curiously  forth  from 
doors  and  windows.  The  river  is  deep,  and  we  are  secured 
directly  against  the  sandy  beach.  The  steamer  remains  but 
twenty-four  hours,  and  then  returns  to  Penedo.  Steamers 
have  now  been  running  on  the  lower  San  Francisco  over 
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twenty  years.  The  railway  from  Piraiibas  to  Jatoba, 
upper  river,  passing  around  the  rapids  of  Paulo  Aftonso,  ii 
about  eighty  miles  in  length,  belongs  to  the  Imperial  Govei 
ment,  and  has  been  built  about  Jive  years.  It  is  a  narro' 
gauge,  and  runs  two  passenger-traius  each  way  during 
week.  About  six  hours  are  roi|uired  to  make  the  journeji 
Before  the  conjpletion  of  this  railway,  all  tlio  trade  of 
great  river  between  Piranhas  and  Jatoba — all  tiie  produce 
which  cume  down,  and  all  the  foreign  manufactured  gooda 
which  wont  up — had  to  be  transported  by  horses  and  malee, 
the  long  series  of  falls  and  rapids  of  the  river  between  thoee 
points  preventing  navigation.  Even  now  the  same  primitive 
means  are  largely  employed.  It  is  fortunate  for  inoat  of  the 
inhabitants  living  along  the  lower  San  Francisco,  that  the 
liver  supplies  many  large  and  excellent  lish,  and  that  the 
poor  Boil  at  least  gn^ws  mandioc,  maize,  and  beans.  Other- 
wise starvation  would  seem  inevitable.  The  people  of  Piran- 
has are  exceedingly  poor.  They  appear  to  have  scarcely  any 
furniture,  and  their  coo  king- utensils  are  of  the  simplest  and 
rudest  constructioii.  Most  of  the  familiee  keep  a  few  goate, 
using  the  milk  fresh,  and  making  cheese  from  it,  and  also 
eating  the  flesh.  Ilowever,  as  you  go  into  the  interior,  on 
either  side  of  the  river,  the  land  improves  and  l>ecome8  quite 
fertile.  Nothing  of  very  special  interest  is  to  be  seen 
Piranhas  itself,  but  about  two  miles  distant,  up  a  wini' 
valley  to  the  southeast,  is  a  remarkable  natural  cnrioaity,  a 
gr«at  heap  of  rockp,  some  of  them  wonderfully  balanced,  and 
oue  small  slab  which  tlie  natives  call  Peclra  do  Sino  (the 
bell-stone).  UpOTi  being  struck  with  an  iron  hammer,  it  emits 
a  ringing  sound  exactly  like  that  of  metal  1  obtain  a  guide 
and  visit  this  rarity.  The  valley  and  hills  are  of  loose  and 
disintegrated  rock  and  gravel,  with  a  scrub  v^etation.  At 
one  place  was  a  mineral  spring,  the  strongest  flavor  of  which 
was  salt.  The  pcdra  lies  at  the  extremity  of  a  rocky  ridge, 
in  a  narrow  valley,  a  short  distance  back  from  the  river. 
Here  is  a  great  heap  of  rocks,  about  forty  feet  long,  twenty 
wide,  and  ten  high.     These  rocks  are  perhaps  a  hundred  in 
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number,  mostly  smooth  on  their  surface,  and,  though  cracked 
and  broken  and  wedged  together  in  many  directions,  they 
still  made  an  exceedingly  firm  pile.  Upon  the  summit,  at 
one  end,  is  a  huge  block  balanced  upon  two  smaller  ones,  not 
vertically,  but  at  a  considerable  angle.  Moreover,  the  thick- 
est part  is  at  the  top.  None  of  these  rocks  give  forth  any 
peculiar  sound  when  struck,  but  in  front  of  the  pile,  and 
nearly  at  its  foot,  upon  one  side,  is  the  famous  Pedra  do  Sino. 
This  is  simply  a  block  of  ordinary  stone  (granite  ?)  like  all 
the  rest,  about  five  feet  long,  a  foot  wide,  and  eight  inches 
thick.  It  is  considerably  wider  at  one  end  than  at  the  other. 
It  rests  upon  the  sharp,  angular  edges  of  four  smaller  stones, 
two  at  each  end.  When  struck  with  an  iron  hammer  (one 
brought  along  for  the  purpose),  it  sends  forth  a  sharp,  ringing 
sound,  like  that  of  a  large  iron  or  copper  basin.  I  examined 
this  block  very  carefully,  but  failed  to  detect  anything  out  of 
the  common  in  its  exterior.  A  deep  path  has  been  worn 
leading  to  this  geological  curiosity,  as  its  extraordinary  char- 
acter appeals  very  directly  to  the  imagination  of  the  simple- 
minded  natives. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

THE    KINO   OF   BAFIDS. 

I  LKFT  Piranhas  by  the  Bcven-o'clock  inoniing  train  f<a 
the  Btatioii  of  Sinimliii,  which  is  alwut  "fifty  miles  distant. 
Tlio  CJirs  and  locomotives  are  of  American  inannfactore. 
There  were  a  good  raaiiy  second-class  passengers,  bnt  only 
two  or  three  in  the  firBt-cIasa  coiiipnrtnieiit.  The  railway 
leads,  at  first,  by  ii  throe-per-cent  grade  up  to  the  top  of  the 
LiIIb,  or  mthcr  table-land,  and  follows  the  course  of  the  river 
for  a  short  distance.  The  construction  of  this  part  of  the 
road  must  Irnvo  been  quite  expensive.  Over  the  rest  of  tlie 
way  the  expense  was  limited  to  laying  the  sleepers  upon  the 
level  ground,  and  fastening  the  rails  upon  them.  The  trains 
could  tlicn  bo  started  Jit  once.  Before  the  raUroad  was  boilt, 
this  section  of  country  was  quite  uninhabited:  first,  becaoee 
of  the  scarcity  of  water ;  and,  second,  t>ecause  the  soil  woold 
produce  nothing.  Even  now  there  are  but  a  few  hots  i 
each  station.  In  the  rainy  season  some  surface-water  f 
found,  and  even  brooks  become  full  for  a  time,  bat  at  othsl 
periods  tlie  juviple  have  sometimes  to  transport  from  a 
distance  all  tbe  water  which  they  use.  Attached  to  all  the 
locomotives  are  cjirs  bearing  great  iron  tanks  of  water  for 
tlio  boilerB.  The  country  was  generally  level,  or  undulating, 
and  coverctl  with  stunted  trees,  cacti,  and  low  scnib:  but 
at  Sinirabu  a  short  runge  of  smooth  lulls  stretched  away  to 
the  west,  and  to  tlie  south  I  saw  a  few  tall  conical  peaks. 
At  Sinimbu  I  obtained  horses,  and  rode  across  to  the  great 
lipids  of  Paulo  Affonso,  about  ten  miles  instant.  A  road 
twenty  feet  in  width  had  been  cut  through  tbe  scrab,  and 
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tlie  track  in  the  middle  of  it  served  us  very  wcIL  But  such 
a  soil  1 — all  wbite  sand,  yellow  grave!,  and  gray  and  brown 
rocks  1  Wlien  about  half-way,  1  distinctly  heard  the  dull, 
steady  roar  of  a  cataract,  and  at  one  point  I  caught  a  glimpse 
of  two  or  three  columns  of  mist  gracefully  rising  in  the  air. 
Near  the  river,  and  juet  above  tbe  first  fall,  is  the  only  dwell- 
ing in  the  DeJghborhood,  a  mud  hut  with  three  rooms,  one  of 
which  I  Boeured  for  my  baggage  and  provisions ;  for,  being 
forewarned,  I  carried  my  own  food-supply.  I  lived  for  two 
days  at  the  rapide,  and  slept  in  a  hammock,  slung  under 
an  arbor  adjoining  the  hot.  The  latter  belonged  to  a  va- 
giigiro,  or  herdsman,  an  old  man  who  had  dwelt  there,  be 
said,  twenty-six  years.  With  him  were  living  his  wife  and 
hb  two  daughters  and  their  huslmuds,  who  were  cousins. 
Between  tliem  there  was  a  fair  assortment  of  hftle  children, 
who  played  abont  in  a  state  of  paradisiacal  nudity.  Their 
mothers  almost  did  the  same^  wearing  only  cheiniso  and 
skirt,  much  abbreviated  at  top  and  bottom.  The  men  wore 
only  shirts  and  drawers,  of  coarse  cotton,  which  might  once, 
many  years  ago,  have  been  white,  sandals  of  two  or  three 
thicknesses  of  rawhide,  and  hats  made  of  leather.  They 
carried  long,  narrow  knives  in  a  sheath  at  their  belts,  and, 
attached  to  a  string  worn  over  the  shoulder,  a  little  lutg, 
which  contained  a  pipe,  tobacco,  flint,  steel,  and  tinder.  In 
front  of  the  hut  was  a  large  ombu,  a  tree  giving  pood  shade 
for  a  hammock  or  dinner-table,  and  near  by  wt-re  several 
corrals  for  the  cattle.  The  animals  upon  which  tliis  family 
fiubsttit  ct>nsist  of  almnt  two  liimdre<I  goats  and  sheep,  six 
cows,  and  some  pigs  and  chickens.  They  make  cheese  of 
the  goats'  milk,  but  no  butter  from  either  that  or  the  milk  of 
the  cows.  They  are  ao  poor  that  they  do  not  possess  either 
tea  or  coffee,  or  any  vegetable  save  mandioc.  A II  their  cook- 
ing is  done  out  of  doors  upon  two  or  three  stones,  which 
support  the  wood  and  kettles.  They  have  neither  candlee 
nor  matches. 

Directly  in  front  of  the  hut — that  is  to  say,  between  it  and 
the  San  Francisco— is  a  small  inlet  from  the  river,  of  which 
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several  are  foun<l  hereabuut,  and  wliicli  tlie  people  style 
vai-vem,  literally  a  ■' go-aDd-eome,"  from  the  fact  that  tl 
water  at  regular  intervals  Bete  up  them  in  a  sort  of  tidal  wav) 
These  iuletti  are  tilled  with  fine,  smooth  eaod.     The  val-vemi 
are  all  wedge-ehaped,  and  a  great  eddy  at  their  wide  mou' 
forces  the  water  up,  while  gravity  takes  it  ba^k.     lu  sight 
the  hnt,  a  little  way  down  the  river,  is  a  pile  of  rock  uj 
which  has  been  erected  a  largo  bronze  tablet  commemoratiDj 
the  visit  of  the  Emperor  in  1859.     Opposite  tbia  tablet  the 
river  Is  only  about  ten  feet  below  the  level  of  the  plain,  bat 
during  the  next  quarter  of  a  mile  it  makes  a  desceut  of  two 
hundred  and  eixty  feet.     A  mile  above  the  great  rapids  it  ia 
half  a  mile  in  width,  imuiediately  above  them  it  is  but  five 
hundred  feot  wide,  while  juBt  below  them  it  is  only  a  hun- 
dred feet.     Turning  from  the  memorial  to  Dom  Pedro,  I 
followed  my  guide  to  the  edge  of  the  river.     The  sight 
here  burst  upon  my  eyes  was  onu  of  tumnltuous  grandenr,  d 
once  beautiful  and  frightful.    I  bebeid  the  "  King  of  Rapids," 
for  there  ia  none  greater  on  earth !     The  banks  are  flanked 
with  masaefl  of  broken  and  cracked  rock,  and  large  and  small 
bowlders   of  a  brown   color,  smoothly  worn.     The   rapids 
above  the  cataracts  remind  me  of  those  below  Niagara,  anly 
here  the  water  is  of  a  brownish-yellow,  instead  of  a  wliidub- 
green,  hut  there  is  the  same  terrific  speed — here  fully  thi 
miles  an  hour — the  same  leaping  and  eddying,  the  same  f( 
and  spray- 

Tliere  are,  exactly  speaking,  seven  great  cataracts  of  Paal 
Affonso,  three  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  separated  by  emi 
rocky  isUnds,  and  four  toward  the  right  bank.     Paulo 
fonso,  of  course,  partakes  more  of  the  nature  of  giffaut 
rapids   than  of   falls.     At   least,  one   discovers  no  verth 
tnmbles  over  precipices  throughout  the  distance  of  a  qui 
of  a  mile  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  in  which  the  ri' 
changes  its  level.     You  might  rather  say  that  tlie  cataracl 
dispose  themselves  in  several  terraces.     Just  at  the  first 
is  a  semicircle  of  black,  jagged  rocks  which,  taken  with  the 
abyss  into  which  the  water  here  falls,  make  a  wihl  and  awful 
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ictnre.     So  dense  is  the  vapor  that  I  donbt  if  it  n'ould  bal 
Ipoeeible,  from  any  foothold,  to  see  tlie  Iwttom  of  tliis  gi(*ait- 1 
,ilc  caldron.      There  is  a  mighty  and  constant  roar,  wliiol 
iBeetm  to  come  from  every  direction,  and  the  epray  danc< 
and  shoots  upward  several  hundred  feet.     Across  the  riverjl 

id  a  little  helow,  are  three  fine  cataracts,  around  ajid  about 
'lirblch  you   see   bright-green   grass,  many  of  the   trees  in 

llossoni ;  beyond,  a  small  purple  peak ;  and,  above  all,  a  crys- 
tal sky  of  the  most  delicate  blue.  Yon  leap  at  once  from  a 
Banteau  //j/Vrno  to  a  Tbomsonian  Arcadia ;  though  I  must 
add  that  these  rapids,  both  above  and  below  the  cataracts, 
are  awful  nther  than  beautiful,  magnificent  rather  than  J 
(lovely.     The  rocks,  the  roar,  the  several  turns,  the  impo^l 

"  ty  of  seeing  the  bottom  where  the  greatest  body  of  watern 
makes  its  first  descent,  the  perpendicular  walls  of  smooth 
stone — all  are  terrible  and  awe-inspiring.  Some  idea  of  the 
great  force  and  speed  of  the  water  may  be  gained  when  I 
say  that  several  of  the  cataracts  are  driven  between  ledges  of 
rock  not  fifty  feet  apart,  and  that  the  slone  channel  through 
which  the  water  from  the  fonr  largest  rapids  unit«d  flows  is 
about  fifty  feet  wide,  and  makes  two  turns  almost  at  right 
angles  to  the  general  course  of  tlie  river.  Opposite  the  last 
sharp  turn  is  a  clifi  of  smooth  brown  rock,  about  two  huu- 
dpod  feet  in  height.  A  good  general  view  of  all  the  cataracts 
may  be  obtained  from  this  point,  to  which  yon  may  proceed 
on  horseback.  It  is  called  the  "ErajK-ror's  View,"  having 
been  his  6[aje8ty'a  favorite  coigne  of  vantage.  Bat  the 
grandest  rapid,  as  it  tumbles  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
general  direction  of  the  river,  is  not  visible.  Tliis  may  be 
best  seen  from  the  opposite  (or  Bidiia)  shore.  To  get  tliere, 
however,  you  must  go  np  the  river  about  five  miles,  croes  in 
a  canoe,  and  walk  down,  carrying  tent  and  provisiona.  To 
the  right  of  the  "  Emperor's  View,"  at  tlie  lower  comer  of 
the  bluff,  is  A  large  grotto,  or  cave,  entered  by  scrambling 
down  an  old  dr^-  water-coufw  near  its  entrance.  This  cave  is 
some  five  hundred  feet  long,  a  hundred  high,  and  fifty  widsi 
It  is  oval  in  shape,  and  its  roof  bears  a  fine  simulation  c ' 
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etare.     The  sides  are  composed  of  a  brown  soft  stone.     Thsl 
floor  is  uneven,  and  covered  with  rutibiBh  aud  dirt.     Only  t 
bats   freqnent  this  cavern,  and   the   Brazilians  style  it  the 
Ftima  di'S  Morcegox,  op  Vampire  Grotto.     Below  the  "Em- 
peror's View  "  the  river  takes  another  tnm,  and  iw  here  abont 
a  hundred  feet  wide,  bordered  with  bluffs  thi-ee  hundred  feet 
in  height.     A  ehort  distance  down,  on  the  right  bank,  are 
three  large  falls  adjoining  each  other — in  fact,  pouring  from 
tho  aaoie  branch  of  the  river.     They  drop  for  quite  two  hun- 
dred feet  and  are  remarkably  tine.     I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  anywhere  in  the  world  any  series  of  rapids  to  be  compared 
with  the  Paolo  Affoiiso.     It  is  a  most  marvelous  and  thrilling  J 
sight,  which  well  repays  the  toil  and  hardships  of  a  visit.     The] 
time  may  come,  even,  when  the  wretched  mud  huts,  where 
I  slung  my  bikinmock  and  ate  my  jerked  beef  and  cassav»>'9 
bread,  will  bo  turned  into  a  magnificent  "Cataract  Uouse"| 
—but  things  move  with  inordinate  slowness  in  Brazil. 

I  returned  to  Siuimbu  and  took  tlie  train  to  Jatoba,  the 
western  terminus  of  the  railroad.     The  country  remained  of 
the  same  generally  sterile  character.     Jatoba  is  a  village  ( 
about  a  thousand  inhabitants,  lying  upon  the  left  bank  c 
river,  on  a  plain  containing  ample  room  for  a  city,  the  e 
and  squares   of  which,  on   an    extended   scale,  have 
already  planned  by  the  Government.     But  the  land  here- 
about produces  nothing,  so  it  is  doubtful  if  the  idea  of  a 
city  will  be  very  soon  realized.     The  station -hoiise  is  a  laxge   , 
two-story  building,  and  directly  before   it.  in   the  river,  a  J 
splendid  cut-stoue  embankment   and   landing-stairs,  with  ft  I 
great  iron  crane  for  raising  freight  from  the  riverboats,  have 
been  built.     Upward  from  Jatoba  the  river  is  smooth  and 
quiet,  and  flows  with  a  gentle  current     It  is  navigable,  with 
one  exception,  right  away  up  to  Sahara,  on  its  branch,  the  i 
lyo  das   Velbas — upon  which  I    made  a   little  voyage,  i 
already  described — lifteen  hundred  miles  distant.     The  singid' 
break  in  this  long  journey  is  a  reef,  which  the  Govemm^it 
is  now  engaged  in  removing.    "When  this  work  is  completed, 
two  little  iron  steamers  will  begin  to  ply  np  and  down  the 
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length  of  the  river.  These  eteamers  have  been  already  bnilt 
1  England,  and  have  l>een  hronght  out  in  sections,  which  are 
now  being  put  together  at  a  large  town,  named  Joazeiro, 
about  three  hnndred  niilee  from  Jatolja.  These  will  bring 
the  rich  prodnoe  of  the  valley  of  the  San  Francisco  to  Jatoba, 
and  then  the  railway  around  the  rapids  of  Paulo  Affonao  will 
begin  to  achieve  the  object  fur  which  it  was  originally  pro- 
jected. No  hotel  eniste  at  Jatoba,  but  I  find  most  hoHpitable 
accommodation  at  the  dwelling  of  an  official  of  the  railwaf. 
The  thirteen  chairs  in  this  gentleman's  little  jiarlor  are 
covered  with  the  skin  of  an  ounce,  an  animal  reeembliug 
leopard,  and  very  prevalent  hereabout.  These  skins,  which 
have  a  thick  fur,  irregular  faint  spots,  and  a  lung  tail, 
make  very  comfortable  backs  for  chairs.  I  find  also  the  cot- 
ton bammookB,  swung  in  the  parlor,  very  agreeable  lounglng- 
-  places.  My  bed,  made  of  one  of  the  many  beautiful,  dark, 
hard  woods  of  Brazil,  has  a  huge  hide  placed  upon  its  mat- 
tress.  This  I  find  a  little  hard,  though  cool  for  tropii 
weather.  The  table  is  bountifully  supplied  with  meat — sei 
ernl  kinds,  or  perhaps  one  kind  cooked  in  different  ways.  It 
Is  etiqnette  to  eat  of  all.  My  host  gives  me  nice  bread,  but  does 
Dot  eat  any  hiniHelf ;  he  la  conteuted  with  rice  and  c-assuva. 
Other  vegetables  arc  not  provided ;  nor  is  there  fruit.  Meals 
are  always  concluded  with  some  sort  of  marmalade,  witli 
cheese  and  coffee.  Go<jd  Fortngaese  wine  is  drunk.  The 
entire  meal  is  placed  at  once  upon  the  table,  and  there  is  ao 
division  of  courses.  A  condiment  of  hot  peppers,  oi 
Hme-joico,  and  beef-soup  is  very  popular.  Limes  are 
but  no  salt  or  black  pepper.  Tlic  butter  comes  in  tins,  and 
is  of  French  manufacture.  After  a  meal,  toothpicks  and 
cigarettes  are  invariably  pa^ecd  around.  The  women  of  the 
family  do  not  usually  appear  at  the  general  table,  at  least  not 
iu  towns  remoti>  from  the  capital  and  large  cities.  We 
waited  U{>on  by  male  or  female  slavea,  and  a  boy  is  alw 
detailed  to  brush  tJio  flies  from  the  table  and  guests  \ 
sort  of  feather-duster.  There  are  but  two  meals  a  day 
erally  at  ten  and  five  o'clock. 
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Two  miles  distant  from  Jatoba,  across  a  level  sfretch  of 
ntrj  around  which  the  river  makes  a  circular  bend,  are 
the  cataracts  of  Itapariea,  well  worthy  of  a  visit.  A  part  of 
the  San  Francisco  here  baa  cut  and  worn  its  way  through  an 
onormouB  ledge  of  a  soft  kind  of  rock,  which  waa  originally 
of  a  reddish-brown  color,  but  which  the  Bnn  has  turned  black 
where  it  has  been  worn  by  the  water.  The  greater  bulk  of 
the  river  makes  a  splendid  cataract,  of  aV>oat  sixty  feet,  at  a 
sharp  though  not  vertical  angle,  and  then  nishes  along  at  a 
rapid  decline  in  a  fine  series  of  rapids,  about  a  hundred  feet 
in  width.  These  Ijoil  and  seethe  and  fly  aloft,  and  are  white 
with  foam  and  spray,  recalling  once  more  to  me  those  of  Ni-, 
agara.  At  tlieir  foot  they  strike  violently  agaioet  the  rock- 
bordered  bank,  which  here  trends  away  at  nearly  a  righl 
angle.  These  rocks,  cut,  chiseled,  broken,  cracked,  and  pol- 
iahed  quite  smooth,  glisten  like  cannel-coal  under  a  brigh! 
snn.  They  rise  thirty  feet  higher  than  the  river,  and  extent' 
a  hundred  feet  back  from  it.  Above  the  cataract  the  ledj 
lias  divided  the  river  into  several  small  streams,  which  havo| 
oiMjned  the  rock  in  extraordinary  figures  of  every  fancifi 
shape.  Some  of  them  are  thirty  feet  deep,  and  not  mora'i 
than  four  wide,  llollows  abound,  like  the  pot-holee  oft 
Switzerland  :  some  of  them  wells  two  feet  in  diameter  and 
twenty  feet  in  depth  ;  others  kettle-shaped,  thirty  feet  in  di- 
ameter, and  as  many  deep.  All  these  hollows  and  holes  have, 
of  course,  been  worn  by  the  action  of  water  and  pebbles 
moving  and  churning  during  many  centuries.  Apparently, 
also,  the  water  of  the  river  has  in  some  distant  age  flowed 
entirely  over  tliis  great  ledge  of  rock,  but  now  small  stre&mi 
alone  are  found  at  the  bottoms  of  the  fissures,  while  moet 
the  excavations  are  filled  only  with  rain-water.  The  view 
ail  these  rocks  and  chasms  and  rapids  from  the  river  below  ii 
very  grand.  The  roar  of  the  cataract  is  so  great  that  it  ma] 
be  distinctly  heard  at  a  distance  of  three  miles.  Near  thi 
right  bank,  adjacent  to  the  rapids,  is  a  scrub-covered  monnti 
ain,  with  many  jagged  rock  exposures.  This,  and  the  green 
fringe  of  shrubs  above   the   crags,   make  a  very  pleasing 
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back  ground  to  the  ebony  ledge  and  tlie  brown  and  white 
torrent. 

Jatoba  and  Piranhas  are  turbulent,  lawless  places,  and  the 
natives  thereabout  are  little  more  than  half-civilized.  Ques- 
tions of  a  political  nature  seem  especially  to  infuriate  them. 
Just  before  my  arrival  at  Jatoba,  the  leaders  of  two  rival  fac- 
tions had  a  street  encounter,  in  which  one  of  them  was  killed ; 
whereupon  his  adherents  from  the  surrounding  country,  to 
the  number  of  about  one  hundred,  marched  into  Jatoba  and 
for  several  days  maintained  a  terrible  scene  of  riot  and  blood- 
shed. In  Piranhas,  one  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  as  I  was 
about  to  rise,  I  heard  the  sharp  report  of  a  musket.  My  host 
afterward  informed  me  that  a  fellow-townsman  had  been  as- 
sassinated by  a  man,  of  an  opposing  cabal,  who  came  from 
Jatoba  for  the  express  purpose.  The  murderer  escaped. 
When  I  inquired  concerning  his  punishment  if  captured,  I 
was  told  it  would  be  imprisonment  for  life.  Practically 
there  is  no  such  thing  in  Bmzil  as  capital  punishment,  though 
it  is  legal,  and  a  life-sentence  means  simply — as  too  often 
with  us — an  early  pardon  upon  good  behavior,  conjoined 
with  high  influence. 

I  returned  by  rail  to  Piranhas.  A  queer  sight  here  is  the 
great,  white,  four-faced  clock  in  the  water-tower,  opposite  the 
railway-station.  It  strikes  the  hours  and  halves  for  a  people 
who  are  utterly  without  comprehension  of  time  and  its  value. 
In  a  double  sense  might  it  be  called  a  striking  feature  of 
the  town.  It  bears  upon  its  front  the  name  of  the  maker, 
and  the  place  of  manufacture — Paris.  Piranhas  and  Paris, 
alas  !  have  nothing  in  common  save  their  alliteration.  For 
several  hours  in  the  morning  and  evening  the  women  of 
Piranhas  may  be  seen  toiling  up  and  down  the  almost  verti- 
cal sides  of  the  valley,  carrying  great  jars  of  river-water  upon 
their  heads.  Singly,  or  often  in  troops  of  half  a  dozen,  they 
are  picturesque  figures,  with  easy,  graceful  carriage,  swarthy 
skin,  and  ligh^colored  garments.  The  evenings,  and  half 
the  nights,  are  generally  noisy  with  the  twanging  of  guitars 
and  the  warbling  of  love-ditties.    Did  one  not  hear  so  much 
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of  it,  tliis  mueic  would  be  very  pleaeant.  The  voices  are 
frequently  good,  and  the  songs  qimiut  and  plaintive,  or  sweet 
and  gay.  TLe  gnitar  aecompaDiraent,  too,  adds  a  coloring, 
which  i8  odd  and  primitive  to  a  foreign  ear.  Brazilians  are 
exceedingly  fond  of  such  harmony,  and  you  will  rarely  see  a 
dozen  of  tliem  traveling  together  without  at  least  one  guitar. 
The  Bteauier  came  in  from  Penedo  a  day  late,  having  de- 
layed for  a  passenger  who  arrived  bv  the  Peruanibnco  line. 
It  is  a  common  practice,  in  the  smafler  ports  and  rivers  of 
Brazil,  to  postpone  the  sailing  of  a  vessel  several  hours, 
and  sometimes,  as  in  this  instance,  a  whole  day.  for  a  dngle 
passenger.  I  left  Piranhas  the  following  morning,  at  six 
o'clock,  and  reached  Penoflo,  once  more,  at  seven  in  the  even- 
ing. I  had  to  wait  several  days  in  Penedo  for  the  steamer 
bound  for  Pemambuco,  and  when  I  departed  it  was  to  go 
by  the  way  of  Maceio,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Alagoas. 
We  had  to  spend  a  night  at  anchor  just  within  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  to  wait  for  high  tide,  in  order  to  cross  the  bar.  The 
coast  was  low,  level,  and  sandy  all  the  way  to  Maceio,  which 
place  we  reached  about  sundown.  The  town  is  built  directly 
upon  the  ocean-«hore,  which  is  here  a  semicircle,  and  lined 
with  great  groves  of  cocoa-palms  and  bananas. 
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■  Two  day*  from  the  time  of  leaving  Penedo  we  reached 
■nanihueo.  The- city,  lying  flat,  has  from  tlie  di<jt!int 
seati  Bomctiiing  of  tho  appearance  of  Buenos  Ayrea,  but 
a.  nearer  approach  tlie  strceW  and  buildings  bear  a 
_  Hiter  reeemblaoco  to  Bahia  than  to  the  Argentine  capital, 
fit  is,  however,  very  different  from  either,  in  respect  to  a 
Ejong,  namiw  reef  of  rock  which,  at  about  live  hundred  feet 
'rom  the  eborc,  Btretchee  along  tbe  whole  front  of  the  city 
(Dd  for  several  miles  beyond,  thus  making  ^\'it)iin  it  a  com- 
iQodioug  harbor  and  safe  aiiclionige  for  n11  ships  and  st«amcrs, 
eave  those  of  the  very  dit-pest  draught.  Vessels  of  tvreuty-fiva 
hundred  tons  may  readily  eutor;  laiger  oneet,  of  which  I  mw  i 
a  few,  lie  in  the  offing,  alM>ut  two  miles  from  land.  Pemam- 
bnco  itself  stands  ujwn  comparatively, level  ground,  but  its 
■nibnrb  to  the  north,  Oliada,  covers  eavetul  prettily  doping 
and  extremely  verdant  hills.  All  along  the  eiiore  are  great  1 
groves  of  c<jcou-]>nlmB,  and  where  the  reseels  enter  the  reef- 
protected  harbor,  at  the  northern  .end,  are  two  large  forts, 
not  more  than  lialf  a  mile  aiMirt,  the  tops  of  their  brick  walla 
allowing  many  though  small  catinou.  At  tlio  extremity  of 
tile  reef  is  a  low  lighthouse,  and  jnst  beyond  it  nre  a  round 
tower,  and  a  small  building  connected  with  the  revenue  de- 
From  here  the  reef  proper,  which  at  high  tide  is 
puly  above  water-level,  has  been  topjied  with  a  brick  wall 
i  feet  in  height  and  ten  in  width.  The  great  ocean- 
velU,  as  they  roll  majestically  in,  break  against  this  barrier, 
ind  daeh  aloft  in  vnjtt  donds  of  flcecv  fonni.     The  reef  near 
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regular  intervals  in  it  liave  been  Bunk  large  cannon  to  whii 
eliips  may  moor.  Ttio  sea-front  of  the  irity  is  a  ceme 
cut-stone  wall.  Veesela  lie  ttiree  and  four  abreast,  ji 
witbin  the  reef,  and  also  next  the  jetty,  leaving  the  cenf 
Bpace  between  them  clear  for  traffic,  I  noticed  two  or  tbi 
men-of-war,  three  or  four  Bteamers,  and  abont  fifty  pailinL 
vessels,  meetly  barks  of  light  tonna^,  Pernambuco  is  a  very 
bustling  place,  and  steamers  are  coming  or  going  almost  everj 
day.  Ah  at  Baliia,  there  is  a  street  with  "  Belgian "  pave- 
ment adjoining  the  harbor ;  and  here  alee  at  one  point  is  a  very 
small  sort  of  plaza,  in  which  are  a  dozen  great  trees,  around 
whose  bases  circle  iron  settees,  filled  all  day  and  evening  by 
loiterers  and  eurioaity-mongcrs.  The  houses  are  narrow,  Lnt 
deep,  and  four  orlive  stories  in  height,  llere,  also,  yon  find 
the  leading  banks,  sugar  and  cotton  firms,  the  hotels,  and  the 
fine  building  of  the  Commercial  Association.  From  my  room 
in  the  hotel  I  look  into  the  reef -inclosed  harbor,  with  its  always 
interesting  stir  of  ships  and  sailors,  of  steamers  and  paeeea- 
gers,  of  stevedores  and  longshoremen,  and  away  beyond,  the 
view  is  closed  by  the  remote  commingling  of  sky  and  water. 
It  is  not  often  that  one  can  obtain  such  an  interesting  survey 
while  sitting  in  a  comfortable  hotel,  not  thirty  feet  from  the 
ocean's  edge.  At  night  I  am  lulled  to  sleep  by  thedull  evea 
roar  of  the  surf,  beating  upon  the  neighboring  rocky  reef. 
Upon  a  closer  inspection  I  find  that  Pernambuco  iiis  uj 
two  long,  narrow  peninsulas  and  the  mainland,  the  peninsi 
being  formed  by  two  small  rivers  and  the  ocean.  The 
eml  parts  are  connected  by  handsome  iron  and  stone  bridges. 
The  country  beyond  is  mostly  low,  filled  with  little  streams 
and  lakes,  and  sparsely  settled.  Everywhere  you  see  palm^ 
banaiiiifl,  and  bamboos.  The  rich  merchants  possess  country" 
houses  west  of  the  city,  at  distances  varying  from  one  to 
eight  miles,  and  reached  by  two  or  three  lines  of  railroad. 
The  oldest  part  of  the  town  is  called  Recife,  the  Reef,  eitber 
from  the  fact  of  its  lying  next  the  reef,  or  because  it  is  itself 
upon  a  sort  of  reef.  Here  the  streets  are  very  narruw  am 
crooked;  but,  upon  crossing  the  first  bridge  to  the  0l 
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iftnd  larger  peninsula,  yon  notice  a  great  improvement ;  th4 
I  blocks  of  liouBcs  bwome  much  larger,  the  etrecte  wider,  1™!!!-] 
I,  care  are  running  in  every  direction,  and  the  best  retail  atom 
l  display  tbeir  wares.     In  tho  river  Beberibe,  which  divider- 
I  tlie  district  of  Recife  from  that  called  San  Antonio,  are  sev- 
eral lines  of  Htnall  ships,  mostly  engaged  in  bringing  dried 
beef  from  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  dried  6sh  from  New- 
foundland.    Upon   the   Recife  side  is  the  cuelom-houBo,  a 
great,  square,  yellow  building,  with  high  and  broad  towers  at 
I  the  comers.     On  the  opposite  side  is  tlie  Arsenal  of  War. 
t  The  extreme  point  of  the  peninsula  of  San  Antonio  is  re- 
I  Berved  for  the  President's  honee  and  gardens,     Tliis  house, 
I  or  palnco,  as  it  is  flatteringly  called,  is  a  square,  two-storied 
[  structure,  sadly  in  want  of  repairs.     It  is  very  plainly  fitted 
ap,  excepting  some  handsome  carved  furniture  of  rose-wood, 
and  other  beautiful  timbers,  for  which  Brazil  is  famous.    The  ■ 
old  major-domo,  who  showed  nie  over  the  alleged  palace,  wag 
unable  t«  tell  me  the  names  or  relationship  of  several  mem- 
bers of  the  small  imperial  family,  whose  portraits  graced  the 
walla  of  one  of  the  large  saloons.     The  gardens  coutiun  some 
fine  plants  and  beautiful  flowers,  but  are  not  kept  in  good 
order.     The  President's  house  faces  a  small  but  very  pretty, 
park,  with  a  niut^ic  pavilion,  where  a  military  band  occa&ioiH^ 
ally  performs.     On  another  side  is  the  theatre,  not  an  impoa* 
tng   building   outwardly,   but   in^de   one  of   the  prettiest, 
brightest,  and  cleanest  in  South  America.     It  ha«  four  tiers, 
'  and  large  proscenium  boxes,  one  of  which  is  reserved  for  the 
I  President's  use.     A  large  foyer  has  doors  opening  upon  a 
I  belvedere — the  top  of  the  vestibule— where  a  promenade,  with 
freeb  air,  may  be  enjoyed  between  the  acts.     There  is  no 
local  dramatic  company,  but  sometiniet!  one  from  Kio  or  Lto*. 
bon.     Near  the  theatre  is  the  School  of  Fine  Arts,  and  a  lit- 
tle way  along  the  same  water-front  is  tlio  house  of  detention. 
Across  the  river,  upon  tlie  mainland,  some  distance  to  the 
left,  riacs  tlie  krgci,  three-storied  Ilcispital  of  Dom  Pedro  II. 
t  directly  oppoeitc  the  President's  house,  also  uiwn  the 
\  stands  the  House  of  Deputioe,  a  square  red  biiild- 
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ing  with  great  windows  full  of  stnall  panes  of  glues,  crowni 
by  aa  enormouely  high  dome.  The  fnmiture  and  decom- 
tions  are  very  simple.  In  this  part  of  the  city,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  river,  is  the  public  cemetery,  the  only  one  I 
have  aeen  which  at  all  resembks  those  in  Europe  and  the 
United  States.  The  nsual  Sonth  American  fashion  is,  as  I 
have  already  said,  to  huddle  the  niouuuieuts  all  together, 
with  no  intervcnini^  trees,  flowers,  lawns,  or  paths,  so  thst 
they  have  the  general  appearance  of  samples  in  a  atone-cntf 
ter's  yard.  But  the  Pemanibuco  cemetery  is  laid  out 
great  square,  crossed  in  all  directions  by  broad  avennes,  and 
filled  with  plants  of  interest  aad  beauty.  The  central  avenue 
is  lined  by  royal  palms,  which  are  very  much  smaller,  how- 
ever, than  those  in  tlie  botanical  gardens  at  Rio.  The  ave- 
nues converge  at  a  chapel  in  the  center.  All  around  tho 
BideB  is  a  double  row  of  mural  niches,  or  catacombs,  as  they- 
are  appropriately  styled  here.  But  oven  in  this  improved 
cemetery  the  people  do  not  adopt  our  plan  of  family  lota,  with 
private  fences  and  gates.  They  run  their  rows  of  vaults  along 
and  near  the  main  avenues,  not  more  than  three  or  four  feet 
apart,  and  with  no  dividing  marks.  Several  of  the  monnmeDt% 
which  are  all  of  the  pyramidal  typo,  were  artistic  and  coetljr. 
The  public  market  of  Pernambuco  would  do  credit  to 
any  European  city.  It  occupies  a  large  wjnare,  is  built  of 
iron  and  stone,  paved  with  stone,  and  well  supplied  with 
water.  The  tables  are  great  slabs  of  stone,  and  each  of  the 
stalls  is  surrounded  by  a  neat  iron  railing.  The  profusion 
fruit  and  fish  and  vegetables  may  be  inferred  from  tlie 
ical  situation  of  Pernambuco.  The  building  of  the  C'ommi 
cial  Association  which,  with  its  two-storied  white  wal" 
pretty  little  flower-beds,  and  its  foreign-looking  iron  fence, 
tirst  attracts  the  attention  of  the  stranger  upon  lauding  from 
the  steamer,  deserves  similar  praise  to  that  given  to  the  mar- 
ket. It  is,  in  reality,  a  sugar  and  cotton  exchange.  Two 
great  rooms  are  upon  the  ground-floor  and  two  above.  The 
latter  are  carpeted  and  furnished,  and  their  walls  are  adorned 
with  portraits  of  the  Emperor  and  l^s  distinguished  BrazQt' 
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ians.  These  rooms  are  used  for  receptions  and  balls,  and  to 
entertain  celebrities  who  may  visit  the  city.  Down-stairs 
one  room  is  set  apart  for  brokers'  desks,  tJie  office  of  the 
president  of  the  association,  etc.  Its  sides  are  covered  with 
blackboards,  for  registering  commercial  quotations,  and  daily 
business  and  shipping  news  of  all  kinds.  The  other  room  is 
furnished  with  a  long  table  mnning  its  entire  length,  and 
covered  with  files  of  newspapers  in  every  language  and  from 
every  country.  One  wall  is  faced  with  book-cases  containing 
commercial  statistics,  law  reports,  and  bound  volumes  of 
periodicals;  another  is  covered  with  framed  diplomas  and 
awards.  The  room  is  bright  and  attractive,  and  cooled  by 
fresh  breezes  direct  from  the  ocean.  The  little  plaza  in  front 
of  the  building  is  filled,  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  with 
knots  of  merchants  eagerly  discussing  the  two  great  items  of 
Pemambuco  commerce — sugar  and  cotton.  In  the  produc- 
tion of  sugar,  Brazil  is  second  only  to  Cuba.  In  the  streets 
you  see  many  long,  low  drays,  drawn  by  a  single  huge  ox  in 
shafts,  and  loaded  with  these  useful  products. 

The  best  of  the  private  residences  of  the  rich  merchants 
of  Pemambuco  stand  upon  either  side  of  a  little  railway, 
which  is  extended  about  eight  miles  into  the  country  in  a 
northwesterly  direction,  toward  a  village  called  Caxangd. 
The  dwellings  are  generally  large,  square,  and  of  two  stories, 
covered  with  vari-colored  tiles,  but  with  no  pretense  to  any 
architectural  l)eauty.  They  are  surrounded  by  very  beauti- 
ful flower-gardens,  and  many  of  them  have  large  aviaries, 
the  Brazilians  beinp^  very  fond  of  pet  song-birds.  Besides 
the  usual  varieties  of  palm,  the  banana  and  the  bamboo,  I 
noticed  tamarind,  bread-fruit,  mandioc,  mimosa,  jack-fruit, 
aloe,  wild-fig,  Brazil-nut,  acacia,  mango,  pomegranate,  guava, 
yam,  sweet-potato,  cotton,  and  sugar-cane.  Near  Caxangd 
are  the  new  reservoir  and  water- works  for  the  city,  situated 
amid  some  very  pretty  scenery.  The  water  is  to  be  derived 
from  a  lake,  snugly  ensconced  at  the  extremity  of  a  little 
valley,  whence  it  flows  about  half  a  mile  to  the  pumping- 
works.     At  this  point,  in  order  to  get  a  suitable  pressure 
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ioT  the  hoUBes  of  Pernambuco,  it  jb  to  be  pumped  np  intai 
great  reservoir,  now  building  upon  the  top  of  a  neighl 
ing  hill.  Thie  reservoir  is  of  massive  brick  masonry. 
I)ipe  eighteen  inches  in  diameter  will  convcj  the  water  to 
the  city.  From  the  top  of  the  reservoir  a  remarkably  good 
view  of  tlie  surrounding  country  and  the  distant  city  and 
ocean  mny  be  had.  Away  to  the  west  are  billowy,  greeo: 
hillocks ;  nearer  are  great  plains  of  rich  pasture.  These  ni 
water-works  are  being  built  by  an  English  company.  I  have 
already  referred  to  that  suburb,  styled  Olinda,  which  was  the 
old  Pernambnco.  This  ia  reached  by  a  narrow-gauge  rait 
way,  with  nainiature  locomotive  and  carriages  of  EngUab 
constnictioM.  The  road  pasecs  through  low,  ewatnpy  land 
filled  with  palms,  bananae,  bamboos,  and  dense  grovea  <rf' 
mangoes,  No  tiuc  residences  of  merchants  have  been  boilfc 
in  this  direction ;  only  the  dilapidated  mud  huts  uf  very  pottf: 
people,  mostly  negroes.  At  Olinda  are  a  number  of  pict- 
uresque little  hills,  each  topped  with  a  church  or  convent.' 
Four  or  five  of  these  convents  vie  with  a  dozen  churebeab 
Upou  the  highest  ground  is  a  theological  seminary,  whi 
about  a  hundred  boys  are  at  present  studying.  From 
windows  of  this  college  splendid  views  may  be  had  of 
coast  far  north,  of  the  great  ocean  to  the  ca^t,  and  of  ths 
city  of  Pemambuco  at  the  south.  The  country  inland 
also  very  beautiful,  with  gently  undulating,  thickly  verdored 
eurfsco.  Olinda  is  a  very  dead-and-alive  place,  but  its  quaint 
old  dmrches  and  convents  are  romantically  if  not  practically 
interesting. 

One  day  I  took  a  trip  by  rail  into  the  interior  in  a  sonth- 
weet  direction,  through  tlie  rich  sugar  regions — the  cotton- 
growing  couutrj-  is  in  a  different  direction,  more  to  the  west- 
ward, upon  higher  and  drier  ground  —  to  tlie  town  of 
Palinari'S,  abont  ninety  miles  distant  The  line  belongs  to 
an  English  company,  has  been  long  estatilished,  and  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  It  is  a  very  broad  gauge,  and  liaa 
carriages  of  three  classes.  For  the  firet  part  of  the  joomey 
the  country  was  low,  level,  and  swampy.     To  this 
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an  nndulating  region  and  the  cane-fields.  I  passed  three  or 
four  towns,  though  most  of  the  stations  were  little  more  than 
groups  of  a  dozen  mnd  huts.  Mandioc  and  beans  appeared  to 
be  much  cultivated,  and  some  splendid  pasture-land  of  great, 
smooth  hills  was  covered  with  a  velvety  turf  of  the  brightest 
and  freshest  green.  I  did  not  observe  many  cattle,  however, 
nor  did  those  I  saw  seem  very  well  favored.  As  we  went 
on,  the  scenerj  increased  in  pictnresquencss,  being  more 
broken  and  diversified.  Most  of  the  land  had  been  burned 
over  at  least  once,  so  that  little  remained  of  the  primitive 
forest.  We  crossed  two  or  three  small  rivers  upon  stout, 
iron-girder  bridges.  The  engenhoSj  as  the  sugar-mills  are 
called,  were  very  far  apart.  They  were  generally  huge 
buildings  of  brick  or  mud,  and  the  grinding  was  accom- 
plished with  either  water  or  mule  power.  The  family  dwell- 
ing was  near  at  hand,  probably  a  large  two-story  edifice,  of 
very  glaring  white  color.  On  some  neighboring  knoll  would 
always  be  a  small  chapel,  for  every  large  sugar-mill  supports 
one.  Scattered  round  about  would  be  the  squalid  slave 
quarters.  A  rich  sugar-planter  sometimes  owned  a  couple  of 
hundred  of  these  human  chattels.  An  English  company  has 
built  five  large  steam  cane-grinding  mills  along  the  railway, 
and  to  these  very  many  of  the  planters  sell  their  cane  out- 
right. The  company  then  grind  it,  and  send  the  sugar  to 
Pemambuco,  and  so  abroad.  These  factories  are  fitted  with 
every  necessary  machine,  of  the  best  device  and  construction, 
and  they  have  English  superintendents  and  engineers.  A 
narrow-gauge  road  runs  nearly  due  west  from  Palmares  about 
fifty  miles.  It  is  intended  in  the  future — very  distant? — 
to  extend  this  little  line  as  far  as  the  great  San  Francisco 
River.  There  being  nothing  of  special  interest  to  be  seen 
in  tlie  neighborhood  of  Palmares,  I  returned  by  the  same 
route  to  the  ''  City  of  the  Reef." 

A  few  days  afterward  I  left  Pemambuco  for  Pari,  on 
one  of  the  mouths  of  the  mighty  Amazon,  intending  to  call 
at  San  Luiz,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Maranham.  I 
took  passage  in  the  commodious  and  comfortable  steamer 
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Advance,  of  the  United  States  and  Brazil  Steamehip  Com- 
pany, uTie  of  the  few  lines  still  flying  the  star-epangled  ban- 
ner. The  cargo  was  mostly  coffee  and  sugar,  and  the  passen- 
gers were  nearly  all  Americans,  bound  for  New  York.  After 
so  many  strange  siglita  and  scenes,  aud  such  a  confusion  of 
tongues  iid  I  bad  experienced  during  the  past  thirteen  mouths, 
tbe  sound  of  my  vernacular  and  the  society  of  my  country- 
men were  ilelightful,  and  only  too  soon  cut  short  by  the 
voyage  of  five  days.  We  had  started  at  daylight,  and  late  in 
the  afternoon  we  rounded  Cape  Saint  lioque,  which  is  not 
tbe  most  Ciiaterly  point  of  South  America,  as  used  to  be 
taught  in  our  school  geographies — that  distinction  being  re- 
served for  Cape  Saint  Augustine,  which  is  three  degrees 
south,  and  about  half  a  degree  east,  of  the  other  promontory, 
and  which,  by-tbc-by,  was  the  first  land  discovered  in  Sonth 
America— by  I'in^on,  in  a.  d.  1500.  Away  to  the  right,  but 
over  a  hundred  miles  from  the  mainland,  is  the  small  island 
of  Fernando  de  Xoronha,  used  ■as  a  penal  colony  by  Brazil. 
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from  a  boat  a  long  distance  from  the  month  of  the  Pari 
River.  This  pilot  was  pnt  aboard  our  steamer  from  one  of 
the  most  primitive  dug-out  canoes  I  have  ever  seen  in  the 
wide  ocean.  The  men  propelled  their  crazy  craft  with  very 
broad-bladed,  short-handled  paddles,  and,  upon  grasping  a 
rope  thrown  to  them,  steered  in  such  bad  form  that  they 
were  nearly  swamped.  But,  grinning  and  chattering,  they 
soon  bailed  the  canoe,  and  finally  succeeded  in  getting  the 
pilot  and  his  little  tin  trunk  and  silver-headed  cane  on  board. 
Pard  is  seventy-live  miles  up  the  river,  and  we  reached  it 
early  the  next  morning.  Its  situation  is  similar  to  that  of 
San  Luiz,  save  that  it  is  more  compactly  built,  and  lies  upon 
lower  ground.  Several  smaller  rivers  enter  the  Pard  just 
here,  and  the  city  is  built  on  a  point  of  land  thus  formed  by 
the  Guama.  The  anchorage  is  extensive,  and  almost  land- 
locked by  densely  wooded  islands.  The  color  of  the  water  is 
a  chocolate-brown,  and  the  current  runs  very  swiftly.  Scat- 
tered around  the  harbor  were  a  dozen  small  ships  and  a  score 
of  steamers  of  all  styles  and  sizes.  Two  large  English  steam- 
ers were  anchored  near  us.  The  other  steamers  are  mostly 
employed  in  the  Amazonian  trade,  a  few  only  being  coasters. 
All  along  the  river-front  were  great  iron  warehouses,  built 
upon  wharves.  !N[ost  of  the  freight  is  moved  by  lighters, 
the  water  is  deep  enough  to  allow  some  of  the  smaller  ves- 
sels to  lie  at  the  wharves,  while  others  may  be  seen  with  only 
tlu'ir  thin  bows  placed  against  the  river  wall.  The  houses 
of  the  city  appear  to  be  two  or  three  stories  in  height,  and 
some  of  them  are  of  great  size.  The  woody  jungle  comes 
directly  up  to  the  edge  of  the  city,  with  no  straggling  sub- 
ur])s.  The  customary  number  of  moldy,  weather-beaten  old 
churches  is  not  sufficient  to  give  a  picturesque  appearance  to 
what  is  only  a  plain-looking  commercial  emporium,  wholly 
devoted  to  the  trade  of  the  Amazon  River — the  export  of 
rubber,  cacao  or  chocolate,  pirarucu,  a  fish  often  eight  feet  in 
length,  and  castanhas  or  Brazil-nuts,  the  chestnuts  of  a  forest 
palm.  The  steamer  Advance,  after  loading  one  hundred  tons 
of  rubber,  sailed  for  Barbados,  Saint  Thomas,  and  New  York. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

AN    EgrATOrOAL   EliPOKIlTM. 

Para,  like  several  otLer  Brazilian  cities,  has  asotlier  and 
an  official  name — to  wit,  Belem — which  appears  upon  Bra- 
zilian maps  and  charts.  In  like  manner  Balita  is  called  San 
Salvador,  and  Pcrnambnco  Recife.  Pard  stands  upon  nearly 
level  ground,  and  is  laid  out  regularly,  with  narrow  streets, 
generally  paved  witli  square  stone  blocks.  Tram-cars,  both 
of  broad  and  narrow  gange,  run  in  all  desirable  directions, 
and  even  to  suburbd  three  miles  distant.     The  city  is  well 
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r  tlon  and  adlitjr,  and,  of  course,  from  its  location  in  a  city  bo 

L  near  the  equator,  contains  an  endleea  profusion  of  fish,  frni^ 

^^^H  and  vegetables.  A  street  running  past  the  govemnienfr- 
^^^fe  Lonso  ia  iKtrdered  by  rows  of  tbe  royal  palm  for  a  distance  of 
^^^V  half  a  mile.  For  one  who  bad  never  seen  the  splendid 
^^^  avenae  in  the  Botanical  Garduns  of  Rio,  or  in  the  park  of 
r  Palermo,  near  Baenos  Ajres,  the  vista  of  tlus  street  would 

L  be  very  interesting ;  but  hero  the  trees  are  of  a  Iceeer  height, 

^^^^  arc  broken  and  irregular,  and  their  trunks  have  a  disagree- 
^^H  able,  unhealthy  look.  What  ia  by  courtesy  styled  the  BlK 
^^H  tanical  Gardens  adjoins  this  avenue  of  palms.  Whatever  h 
^^^^  tnny  onoe  have  been,  it  is  now  only  a  thicket,  into  which  it 
^^H  would  be  almost  impossible  to  penetrate.  The  cathedral  of 
^^^r  Pari  is  a  very  targe,  long  edifice,  now  nndergoint;  much- 
P  needed  repairs.     A  handsome  high  altar,  in  which  I  counted 

ten  different  sorts  of  marble,  has  just  been  erected.  From 
the  towers  of  this  church  a  good  view  may  be  obtained  of  the 
city,  the  snrronndiug  rivers  and  islands,  and  the  vast  foresta 
of  the  interior.  These  forests  may  bo  easily  visited  by  riding 
ont  in  the  tram-car  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  edge  of 
the  city,  aud  thou  walking  about  a  mile  along  a  path  cut 
through  the  dense  woods,  to  a  little  stream  calli-d  the  Una 
Eiver.  Besides  the  naturally  great  variety  of  plant  and 
animal  life  to  l>e  seen,  you  fiud  the  a««a(-palm,  the  most  airy 
and  graceful  of  all  the  palms.  The  beautiful  orchids  are 
also  sure  to  claim  the  stranger's  attention.  It  is  curious, 
moreover,  to  see  a  street  lined  with  honeee  end  abruptly 
against  a  vast  perpendicular  wall  of  verdure,  into  which  you 
can  not  see  ten  feet.  Many  of  the  dwellings  of  Parfi  are 
Very  pretty,  surrounded,  as  they  are  sure  to  he,  by  odd  ti 
and  shrubti  and  gay  Aowere.  The  better  class  of  bouses 
two  Btorieft  in  heij^ht,  and  covered  with  bino  and  white  tiles; 
cheaper  houses  have  their  mud  walla  fancifully  painted. 
The  first  and  second  streets  running  parallel  to  tlie  harbor,  or 
onchomg&fTound,  are  devoted  to  the  wholesale  stores,  the 
bankfi,  consulates,  and  ship-chandlers.  The  third  street 
tains  the  retail  stores,  with  a  great  variety  of  goods  impoi 
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from  tbc  Uuitfd  States,  England,  France,  and  Germany. 
Pard  lias  to  supply  all  the  river  towns  of  the  interior  with 
food  and  liousebold  uteiLsils,  A  great  bustle  reigns  along  the 
wliarves  of  Pard;  steamers  come  and  go  almost  every  day, 
either  to  or  from  the  Amazon,  the  const,  or  the  ocean.  Many 
foreign  Bhi])s  and  native  boats  and  canoes  throng  there. 
Half  a  dozen  lines  of  steamers  plj  on  the  mighty  Amazon. 
The  climate  of  Pard  is  not  unhealthy,  though  variable.  The 
mornings  are  very  snltry,  but  with  the  afternoon  generally 
come  refreshing  sea-breezes,  and  thi'oughout  a  greater  part 
of  the  year  heavy  showers,  accompanied  with  thunder  and 
lightning,  which  usually  make  the  nights  cool  and  pleasant. 
Little  or  no  yellow  fever  visits  Pard,  though  intermittent 
fever  is  not  unknown.  During  the  rainy  season,  which  ex- 
tends over  about  two  thirds  of  the  year,  all  those  streets 
whifh  are  not  paved  become  terrible  sloughs  of  mud  and 
water. 


Air  EQUATORIAL  EMPORIUM.  347 

a  mouth  of  the  great  AmazoD,  hardly  a  mile  from  the  prime- 
val forest.  The  orchestra  numbered  some  twenty-five  per- 
formers, and  the  most  prominent  instrument  was  a  piano. 
The  band  was  leaderless — a  very  palpable  defect.  The  voice 
most  frequently  and  loudly  heard  was  that  of  the  annoying 
prompter.  But,  either  because  it  was  not  a  very  popular 
opera  that  was  presented,  or  because  the  best  members  of  the 
troupe  did  not  participate,  or  because  it  was  not  Sunday,  the 
popular  holiday,  only  three  hundred  people  were  present. 
The  ladies  wore  light-colored  dresses,  without  hats  ;  no  gen- 
tlemen were  in  evening  dress.  K  an  additional  illustration 
of  the  dilatoriness  of  the  South  American  people  were 
needed,  I  might  mention  that,  though  the  hour  for  beginning 
the  opera  was  advertised  as  8.30  p.  m.,  at  that  time  not  a 
member  of  the  orchestra  was  in  his  seat,  and  by  actual  count 
only  four  people  were  in  the  auditorium.  At  nine  the  per- 
formance began,  and  just  at  that  time  the  people  came  in 
hurriedly  and  took  their  seats.  The  intermissions  were  very 
long,  and  the  entire  audience  appeared  to  leave  their  places 
and  promenade  in  various  parts  of  the  building,  while  many 
of  the  gentlemen  adjourned  to  neighboring  caf6s.  A  few 
nights  afterward  I  attended  a  l)enefit  at  which  the  tenor  was 
complimented  in  most  extraordinary  fashion.  Speeches  were 
made  from  the  boxes,  poetry  was  recited,  jewelry  was  pre- 
sented, and  between  the  acts,  Manrico,  in  costume  (the  opera 
was  "  II  Trovatore"),  went  around  to  the  boxes  to  collect  his 
subscriptions.  These  being  paid,  were  at  once  checked  oflf 
by  a  clerk  who  attended  him.  It  was  a  most  diverting 
evening. 

One  day  T  made  an  excursion  to  the  end  of  a  railway 
which  is  intended  eventually  to  extend  to  the  large  town  of 
Bragan^a,  about  eighty  miles  from  Pari  to  the  northeastward. 
At  present,  however,  the  road  is  only  completed  about  half 
this  distance.  It  is  a  narrow  gauge,  with  rolling-stock  of 
English  make,  and  one  train  a  day  is  run  each  way.  Only  a 
single  town  of  any  importance  graces  the  road,  and  the  dis- 
trict generally  is  very  thinly  peopled.    But  the  opportunity 
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Iprescnted  of  seeing  the  forest  is  unrivaled,  for  the  country 
lis  quite  level  and  covered  with  almost  impenetrable  jungle 
I  throughout  the  entire  distance.  A  space  for  about  fifty  feet 
1  Las  been  cleared,  on  both  sides  of  the  track,  and  the  little 
I  villages  generally  face  the  road  in  long,  straggling  rows.  The 
I  train  was  full  of  natives.  The  women  were  neatly  dressed 
I  in  light  calicoes,  and  their  luxuriant  black  hair  was  oma- 
Imented  with  flowers,  hut  they  neither  wore  hats  nor  carried 
I  parasols.  The  men  were  dressed  in  thin  black  cloth,  and 
I  smoked  and  chatted  constantly.  But  what  shall  I  eay  of 
I  tile  forest !  One  never  tires  gazing  at  it.  Its  novelty  is  per- 
I  petual.  The  largest  trees  would  average  one  hundred  feet 
1  height,  with  tnmks  three  or  fonr  feet  in  diameter,  and 
I  generally  very  straight,  with  but  few  branches,  and  these 
I  Dear  the  top.  The  first  thing  that  strikes  the  beholder  of  a 
Itropi&d  forest  is  the  almost  solid  mass  of  verdure,  the  vast 
I  quantity  and  variety  of  plant-life ;  the  second  is  the  gener- 
r  tall  and  slender  character  of  the  trees,  and  the  fact  that 
I  each  luis  leaves,  for  tlie  most  part,  only  on  top.     Here  one 
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fourteen  speciea  of  the  palm.  Fpon  arriving  at  the  tertninos 
of  the  railroad,  I  took  a  walk  of  a  couple  of  miles  aloti^  a 
path  entering  directly  into  the  forest.  The  BtillncsB  wua 
inoamful  and  oppressive.  The  only  sign  of  auimal  life  was 
comprised  in  a  fev?  birds,  butterflies,  and  lizards.  The  birds 
gave  forth  no  song,  only  ocea^ionally  a  frightened  screech. 
The  butterflies  were  large  and  very  pretty ;  und  a  toucan,  that 
sailed  quietly  by,  looked  like  a  fragment  of  a  rainbow. 
Though  1  heard  no  animals,  and  could  of  course  see  none  ia 
80  dense  a  growth,  I  made  no  doubt  the  forest  was  as  prolifio-  • 
in  them, as  in  vegetable  life — not  perhaps  in  quadmmi 
hut  certainly  in  reptiles  and  iusects.  In  tlie  heart  of 
great  woods  one  doea  not  see  many  flowers  other  than  orcliide, 
but  some  of  these  were  most  interesting,  from  their  singular 
form  and  tbe  pecnliur  arrangement  of  their  blossoms  and 
flesliy  tubers.  Some  of  the  tree-trunks  are  fluted,  otliers 
honey-combed,  others  larger  above  than  below.  Home  are 
reared  upon  stilts  of  nwts,  some  are  bnttreseed  by  narrow 
slabs  of  living  wood  which  frequently,  to  insure  the  Iietter 
braces  project  twenty  feet  from  the  giant  pillar  they  are 
eteadj'ingund  supporting.  Then,  s^ain,  the  enormous  va- 
riety of  leaves,  liotli  in  sbape  and  elto,  all  massed  together, 
and  all  new  and  strange  to  eyes  accustomed  to  a  more  mea- 
ger flora,  prove  of  unflagging  intenwt  As  I  walk  slowly 
along,  I  feel  as  if  in  a  fog.  or  Russian  bath,  it  is  bo  damp 
and  steamy.  Below  is  the  moisture,  and  above  are  the  liglit 
and  snn,  whicli  together  produce  such  a  luvisb  display  of 
plant-life.  The  tropical  forest  is  not  only  grand  and  soienm, 
it  is  also  gr.iceful  and  beantiful.  The  delicacy  and  elegance 
of  some  of  the  palms  are  very  wonderful.  The  vast  beds  of 
tniiling  creepers  are  so  soft  and  rich  as  to  rosemblu 
clioiceet  velvet.  And  notice  especially  tlie  shuiles  of 
'  in  the  foliage,  which  raty  from  the  faintest,  moitt  illus!^ 
tint*,  to  the  heaviest  and  darkest  green-black.  It  is  alwa; 
^  twilight  in  the  primeval  forcsta  of  the  torrid  zone.  It 
J  not,  therefore,  require  a  very  vivid  imagination  to  fancy 
the  body  and  limbs  of  some  old  sylvan  monarelis,  wo 
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I  about  by  buge  parsisitie  climbers,  were  thus  pinioned  by 
I  massy  cordage.  To  return  to  tbe  city:  no  visitor  to  Pari 
I  ehould  omit  nn  examination  of  the  splendid  gardens  of  the 
lU-known  American  botanist  and  author,  Edward  S.  Rand, 
I  who  has  some  thirty  thousand  ]>lants  in  seven  hnndred  and 
I  iifty-six  epeeies,  and  endless  varieties.  Especially  intorest- 
I  ing  is  his  collection  of  orchids.  These  gardens  are  private 
I  property,  but  Jlr.  Hand  ia  verj-  amiable,  and  likes  nothing 
I  better  than  to  show  his  treasures  to  an  appreciative  stranger. 
Having  seen  everything  of  importance  in  and  about  Pari, 
I  I  decided  to  make  a  voyage  of  about  a  thousand  miles  up  the 
I  Amazon  to  Mandos,  the  capital  of  Aniazoiias,  the  largest 
I  [trovinee  of  Uracil,  Several  lines  of  Brazilian  steamers  mn 
I  to  Mandos ;  and  two  English  steamers,  each  of  a  thousand  tons 
I  burden,  go  from  Liverpool  direct  and  return  by  way  of  New 
I  York.  But  the  best  passenger  line,  for  a  traveler  who  finds 
iclf  in  Para,  is  that  called  the  Amazonian,  which  is  an 
"  li  company,  though  the  oflicei-a  and  engineers  are  Bra- 
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and  so  tliickly  are  these  hung  together  that  it  is  impossible 
to  pass  between  them,  though,  if  necessary,  you  might  cross 
under  them.  When  I  went  on  board  the  steamer  at  mid- 
night— it  was  to  leave  at  daylight^-everything  was  silent, 
though  I  knew  there  must  be  many  passengers ;  so,  strolling 
around,  I  found  the  whole  deck  covered  with  hammocks,  each 
of  which  contained  a  sleeping  man,  woman,  or  child.  The 
next  day  I  discovered,  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place,  a  list  of 
the  names  of  forty  passengers,  with  their  several  destinations. 
The  table  was  not  very  good,  nor  was  the  cleanliness  as  per- 
fect as  would  have  been  agreeable.  Coffee  was  served  at 
C.30  A.  M.,  breakfast  at  11.30,  dinner  at  4.30  p.  m.,  and  tea  at 
8.  My  fellow-passengers  were  afi^ble  and  sociable,  though 
of  course  their  ideas  of  refinement  were  not  the  same  as 
those  generally  prevailing  in  the  northern  half  of  the  conti- 
nent. They  stuck  to  their  hammocks,  day  and  night.  The 
Amazon  Valley  is  par  excellence  the  "  country  of  hammocks. ** 
Thereabout  a  man  never  travels  without  one,  and  in  all  the 
hotels  and  private  houses  you  find  stout  ring-bolts  fastened 
in  tha  walls  ready  for  use  in  suspending  them.  As  you  steam 
along  the  great  river,  you  always  see  many  hammocks  swing- 
ing in  the  huts  along  the  bank.  The  word  is  of  Indian  ori- 
gin. Columbus,  in  the  narrative  of  his  first  voyage,  speaks 
of  the  hamaeasy  or  nets,  in  which  the  Indians  slept.  On  the 
Amazon  they  are  made  of  netting  or  cloth,  generally  the 
latter,  and  of  hemp  or  cotton,  variously  ornamented  and  em- 
broidered. They  often  have  deep  fringes  hanging  down  from 
the  sides,  which  give  them  a  very  pretty  appearance.  They 
cost  all  the  way  from  five  dollars  to  fifty  dollars,  according 
to  the  amount  of  ornamentation.  Some,  made  on  the  Rio 
Negro,  of  the  feathers  of  rare  and  beautiful  birds,  are,  of 
course,  still  more  expensive.  As  soon  as  the  ordinary  ham- 
mocks become  soiled,  they  are  washed,  and  hence  the  white 
ones— the  best  of  them  generally  seem  to  be  of  this  color — 
present  a  very  bright,  neat  appearance.  They  are  used  not 
only  as  conches  by  day,  but  as  hanging  beds  at  night  It 
requires  some  practice  to  learn  how  to  lie  comfortably  in  one 
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of  tliese  clDth  ewiiigs.  The  position  whicL  the  Brazilian 
adopts  is  oblitjue,  from  the  corner  of  one  estremity  to  that 
diagonally  opposite.  Having  asenmed  this  position,  you  dis- 
cover that  no  pillow  is  necessary.  If  the  hammock  be  de- 
rided, during  the  daytime,  as  a  lazy  institution,  it  is  just 
such  a  one  !is  is  needed  in  the  debilitating  temperatm^  of  tlie 
tropics ;  and,  used  as  a  bed  at  night,  it  is  certainly  clean,  cool, 
comfortable,  and  conducive  to  health.  Aside  from  the  Amn, 
zon  Valley,  or  rather  including  it,  the  part  of  South  America 
where  hammocks  flourish  most  vigorously  may  be  roughly 
indicated  as  between  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the  tenth  degree 
of  south  latitude. 

The  route  followed  by  the  river-steamers  from  ParS  is 
westwardly,  around  the  great  Island  of  Marajo,  nntil  we  enter 
the  Amazon  proper,  just  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Xingn. 
More  tha  i  o  1  If  th  total  length  of  the  Amazon  is  a  vast 
network  of  la  d  cl  annels,  creeks,  and  takes.  It  is  a  great 
arcliipela^  t  1  nd  a  full  of  islands  of  every  conceivable 
!  much  1 
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I  settle,  it  becumes  comparatively  clear.  Huge  earthenwaiwj 
I  jure  of  it  Jtre  statioTied  about  our  decks  for  ever-thirsty 
'  Bcjijijcrs.  The  current  is  strong — three  or  four  inilee  an  h( 
— and  carrier  alon^  fniits,  stalks,  huge  logs,  and  a  great  maiiy< 
lai^  islandB  of  grasA  and  reeds,  like  those  in  the  Paraguay 
River  to  which  I  have  heretofore  alluded,  save  that  hero 
many  of  them  were  forty  or  fifty  feet  square.  As  we  neared 
the  mouths  of  the  Xingu,  the  foreet,  on  the  south  shore,  be- 
came indescribably  grand  and  beitutifnl.  It  ci^iues  directly 
to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  is  faced  with  great  masses  of) 
reeds  and  other  aquatic  plants.  Sitting  at  yonr  ease  in  coi».i 
fortable  extension-chairs,  or  reclining  in  yonr  hammock, 
yon  may  enjoy  a  panorama  oneqnaled  throughout  the  world, 
I  have  never  anywhere  seen  such  magnificent  native  woods. 
I  had  thought  that  some  of  the  previous  voyagers  on  the 
Amazon  had  exaggerated,  that  they  had  colored  their 
too  highly ;  and  that,  being  specialists,  they  had  observedj 
with  the  enthusiasm  peculiar  to  their  kind.  But,  no ;  the 
ity  fully  comes  np  to  the  descriptions  of  others,  and  my 
ardent  longings.  Too  great  pnuse  could  not  be  bestowed 
upon  the  splendid  Brazilian  forest ;  but  I  soon  saw  that  it 
was,  Itesides,  a  veritable  iKitanlst's  paradise.  The  variety  of 
plant-life  ia  overwliehningly  and  continuously  great.  Ton 
might  perhaps  take  a  photograph  of  any  thousand  feet,  which 
should  be  in  a  manner  typical  of  all,  yet  often,  for  Jong  dia- 
tnncex,  n  particular  sjiecies  of  some  tree,  most  likely  a  mem- 
ber of  the  great  palm  family,  will  assert  itself.  The  thicket 
is  so  compact  that  ordinarily  yon  can  not  see'  farther  into  it 
than  a  score  of  feet,  yet  even  thta  is  quite  enough  to  show 
leaves  viirying  in  color  from  the  lightest  to  the  darkest  green, 
and  from  yellow  to  block.  Every  species  of  plant,  from  a 
tiny  spire  of  grass  to  a  ^ant  monarch  of  the  forest,  a  hundred 
and  fifty  foot  in  height,  and  with  a  hillock  of  verdure  ate 
is  represented.  Venerable  trees,  adolescent  saplings,  vini 
pamsites,  lichens,  orchids,  ferns,  grasece,  and  amms  are  hi 
groupe<l,  maased,  or  interwoven.  Many  of  the  large  trees 
seroble  formt-trecB  in  the  temperate  zone,  bat  the  palms 
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once  proclaim  another  sun,  soil,  and  atmosphere.  Hundreds 
of  species  of  these  palms  flourish,  always  striking,  graceful, 
and  beautiful.  Among  them  tlie  already  mentioned  asmi  i^ 
perhaps,  the  most  charming,  through  its  light  and  airy  ele- 
gance, ita  slender,  ringed  stem,  its  glossy,  fresh-colored  taft. 
Several  of  the  largest  trees — not  palms— spread  above  the 
others  a  wide,  thick  roof  of  verdure,  like  a  vast  umbrelii. 
Others  have  so  dense  a  corering  of  leaves  and  intertwined 
vines  tliat  you  hardly  see  their  trunks,  while  eleewliere  ik 
great  mass  of  tall,  slim  stems  crowd  bo  closely  together 
almost  to  resemble  a  natural  picket-fence.  The  great  groT< 
of  palm-trees  looked  like  vast  verdant  balls.  The  luighl 
columnar  stems  Ixire  high  aloft  a  solid  roof  of  gloeej 
walking  tmder  which  tlie  proudest  of  earth  might  justly  feej' 
awed  and  humbled.  The  stems  and  trunks  add  not  a  little 
to  the  pictorial  effect  of  the  vegetation.  They  range  from 
green  to  gray,  fi-om  red  to  white,  from  brown  to  black. 
Some  ore  smooth,  others  fmrowed.     You  see  them  rugged 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

UPON   THE  BEA-LIKE  AMAZON. 

Every  morning  at  six  o'clock  decks  are  washed,  and  every 
one  must  turn  out  of  his  or  her  hammock  and  trice  it  up  out 
of  the  way  of  the  scrubbers.  This  daily  deck-washing  is  a 
great  nuisance.  Over  two  hours  are  consumed  in  what  might 
be  done  in  fifteen  minutes,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  passen- 
ger can  not  find  a  dry  place  on  the  steamer  in  which  to  sit 
The  attendance  is  especially  bad.  No  care  whatever  is  taken 
of  the  cabins.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  get  clean  towels, 
and  if  you  wish  water  for  washing  you  must  go  and  draw 
it  yourself,  or  find  an  unoccupied  boy  to  get  it  for  you. 
Even  feeing  a  servant  will  not  necessarily  get  a  favor  done 
a  second  time.  Candles  are  very  scarce ;  so  are  dean  nap- 
kins. At  meal-times  the  pa^^sengers  do  not  keep  their  origi- 
nal seats,  but  sit  down  wherever  they  may  happen  to  be,  and 
when  the  bell  is  rung  such  a  rush  is  made  that  several  times 
I  have  had  to  walk  all  around  the  table  to  find  a  vacant  seat 
— of  course,  with  a  stained  table-cloth,  and  some  other  per- 
son's soiled  napkin  before  me.  The  captain  takes  all  his 
meals  in  his  own  cabin,  out  of  which  he  is  seldom  seen.  The 
days  were  very  hot,  and  there  were  almost  always  heavy 
showers  in  the  afternoon  or  evening.  The  nights  were  sufli- 
eiently  cold  for  a  blanket  if  in  a  cabin,  and  for  two  of  them 
if  in  a  hammock.  At  night  it  is  no  unusual  thing  to  see  hus- 
band and  vrifc  sleeping  in  the  same  hammock.  Two  small 
children,  thus  placed,  look  natural  enough;  but  two  grown 
people  appear  rather  ridiculous.  We  have  two  pilots,  who 
relieve  each  other  every  four  hours.    They  sit  in  front  of 
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the  pilot -liouse,  and  keep  np  a  constant  serieB  of  directions  to 
tliL'  quartern  I  ik:tLT  at  the  wheel  behiud  them.  So  familiar  are 
these  meii  with  t!ie  vagaries  of  the  river,  that  we  go  ahead 
at  full  speed  all  night,  no  matter  how  dark  it  may  be.  The 
current  being  very  strong,  the  wheels  are  in  sooie  danger 
from  the  great  trunks  which  float  swiftly  down,  but  most  of 
these  are  avoided  by  an  expert  pilot.  The  steamer  is  steered, 
not  by  compass,  nor  even  by  the  stars,  here  so  very  bright, 
but  by  the  configuration  of  the  banks.  The  air  is  esceeding- 
ly  dauip,  and  everything  made  of  leather,  allowed  to  stand 
for  a  few  days,  becomes  covered  with  the  dowu-like  fungi  of 
green  mold.  A  good  deal  of  local  travel  gave  animation  to 
the  river ;  we  put  down  and  took  up  passengers  at  every  sta- 
tion. The  principal  part  of  their  baggage  consisted  of  a 
hammock,  a  pair  of  slippers,  and  a  pet  bird,  dog,  or  monkey. 
A  man  in  the  ATna?.on  Valley,  before  walking,  invariably 
takes  up  his  bed.  The  well-to-do  passengers  bring  tin  trunks, 
wiiicii  preserve  their  contents  against  rain  and  insects.     The 
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[of  connecting  creeks,  lakes,  and  minor  branches,  tlioogfa 
«omc  of  these  are  eo  largo  as  to  eoemingly  make  tvrn  parallel 
Amazona,  tbis  giganric  strexirn  has  no  rival  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  It  realizes  the  Miltonic  phrase  "  ocean-stream."  The 
optical  phenomena  of  mirage  is  frequently  obser>-ed.  The  eart- 
em  or  lower  half  lacks  the  pictoresquc  element  deriA-ed  from 
to rtuo lioness.  It  is  all  either  in  enormons  nea-like  expanses, 
with  water  horizons  before  and  behind  you,  or  banked  by  long, 
parallel,  wooded  shores.  Its  tributaries,  however,  are  more 
or  lese  winding.  The  lower  river  varies  from  two  to  ten 
miles  in  width,  bnt  yon  are  never  snre  of  not  mistaking  the 
shore  of  islands  for  the  actnal  banks.  The  Amazon  is  gei 
erally  very  deep— an  average  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  ft 
Steamers  of  two  thousand  tons  can  at  all  seasons  of  the  yi 
go  safely  up  Xa  Mandos,  a  thousand  miles.  At  Tabatinga,' 
in  Peru,  two  (IionEand  miles  from  the  Atlantic,  it  is  one 

Sand  a  half  miles  wide.  The  Amazon  is  the  largest  river  in 
the  world — ivith  all  its  upper  windings  over  four  thousand 
iniles  long — and  receives  eight  tributaries,  each  over  one 
thousand  miles  in  length.  The  area  of  the  basin  of  the 
Atnanon  is  nearly  three  times  that  of  tlie  Mississippi.  The 
Amazon  and  its  tributaries  famish  fifty  thousand  miles  of 
navigable  waters,  half  of  which  are  available  for  steamers.  In 
the  basin  of  tliis  mighty  river  an  area,  fifteen  hundred  milea 
long  and  one  thousand  broad,  is  covered  by  vast  forests. 
Here,  among  many  valuable  timl)ers,  yon  find  the  rare  tor< 
toise-shetl  wood,  pronounced  the  most  beantifnl  cabinet-wood 
in  the  world.  It  is.  however,  an  unhealthy  region,  aiid  bo 
thinly  settled  that  there  is  eoareely  an  average  of  one  person 
(o  ten  square  miles.  Speaking  of  forests  reminds  me  tliat 
those  of  South  America  (which  ore  mostly  in  Brazil)  occupy 
about  two  thirds  of  its  snrfiice,  and  that  three  fourths  of  the 
continent  may  be  regarded  a»  tropical.  These  forests  diffei 
in  at  least  one  particular  from  thoeo  in  other  parts  of  tl 
world,  in  rhat  many  of  th«  largr«t  are  adorned  on  their  out- 
akirts  with  the  mo«t  brilh*aDt  flowers.  In  fact,  everywhere 
tlic  magnitnde,  variety,  and  gracefulness  of  the  trees,  and  the 
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profusion  and  briUiauey  of  the  flowers,  are  extraordinarr. 
Birjs  itlfeo,  of  very  beautiful  plumage,  are  fi'tind  in  greater 
almiidanoe  in  Brazil  tbau  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  So 
far  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  water  were  concerned,  I  noticed 
eevera!  varieties  of  iish,  Tiotably  porpoises  and  a  few  alliga- 
tors, bnt  the  paucity  of  wat*;r-fowl  is  rather  etriking.  A  few 
black  ducks,  white  herons,  and  small  blue  and  brown  birds, 
are  all.  There  are  very  few  native  boats,  and  not  manj  huta 
along  the  shore,  and  these  were  deserted,  being  half-sub- 
lucrged  and  rendered  tenantless  by  the  rainy  season,  which 
was  just  over. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  third  day  we  reached  the  town 
of  Santarem,  tlie  second  on  the  river  in  size  and  commercial 
importance.  It  is  situated  directly  at  the  month  of  the  blue 
Tapujoz,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Amazon.  It  is  bailt  close 
down  to  the  waters  edge,  and  has  a  large  church,  some  fine 
public  buildings,  and  ordinary  two-story  dwelhngs.  In  its 
neighborhnud  wo  occ  as  ion  ally  saw  great  camjios,  or  meadows, 
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[  late  of  commetve  Is  mude.     We  passeil  some  curious  trading- 
boaU;  tliey  Lad  two  niaste,  tlie  foreriioet  oue  bearing  two 
yards,  and  the  deok  wfts  covered  with  a  huge  round  cabin. 
These  boats  contain  a  niificellaneoua  stock  of  goods,  and  are 
sailed   to   villagt«  where   there  are  no  stores.     There  th) 
remain  until  the  trade  is  exhaUBt«<l,  when  they  jonmey  iOm 
another  villa^.     They  are  clumsy-looking  craft,  that  mig? 
do  justice  to  the  ancient  piratical  boate  of  the  Barbary  coaetl4 
A  few  email  schoimerB,  with  ralHsih  masts,  were  also  seen.    Toi 
show  the  force  of  wind  and  current  on  the  Amazon  :  vessel^ 
with  furled  sails,  can  drift  to  its  mouth  fnim  the  base  of  t 
Andes,  twenty-eix  hundred  miles,  in  two  months,  and  may T 
be  brought  back  most  of  the  way  with  sails  tilled  by  the 
Btrong  easterly  breeze  which  generally  prevails.     The  east 
wind  is,  besidea,  so  constant,  that  veasela  go  np  against  the 
powerful  current  as  nipidly  as  they  are  home  by  the  current 
down-stream.    The  pirogucB  are  propelled  by  short  paddles. 
which  have  enormous  and  nearly  round  blades.     The  large 
canoes  have  one  or  two  masts,  with  semi-cyliDdrieal  etmw 
cabins  in  the  center,  or  somerimes  large  wooden  cabins  in  the 
Ktom.     We  occasionally  passed  steamers  going  np  or  down  > 

I  the  river,  but  there  did  not  aeem  to  be  much  shipping  of  a 
kind.     Perhaps,  however,  this  impression  was   due  to 
enormous  size  of  the  river.     There  are  two  kinds  of  riTCJ 
huts:  one  with  straw-mat  sides  and  straw  thatches,  and  c 
with  nuid  walls  and   tile  roofs.     The  former  are  genen 
found  in  tlie  more  swampy  sections,  and  arc  raised  upon  poatvfl 
Clustered  alrant  the  landing-places,  where  a  few  pirogues  ait 
generally  drawn  up  in  the  mud,  are  aKvays  to  be  seen  a  balfH 
dozen  or  so  of  stark-naked  children.     Such  men  as  happen  t 
be  noticed  about  wear  nothing  but  tronsors.   The  huts  are  bi 
rounded  with  such  food-supplies  as  niandioc,  niuize,  bananu 
and  sugarcane,  and  perhaps  also  a  Httle  tolfflcco.     Great  slaija 
of  the  piraruni  fish  hang  in  the  sun  to  he  cured.     This  fish 
the  Indians  eat  when  fresh  also,  but,  ns  it  has  a  very  soapy 
taste,  it  ia  not  much  Telished  by  foreigners.    As  we  elowlrj 
passed,  two  or  three  degenerate  cnra  crouched  gloomily  alwDM 
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I  and,  too  lazy  to  growl,  atared  at  ne  in  the  most  amnsing 
I  maimer.  The  Indians  are  mostly  engaged  in  collecting  and 
selling  wood,  which  many  of  the  steamers  nse  for  their  boil- 
I  ers,  though  the  vessels  of  the  Amazonian  Company  bum 
I  coal. 

On  the  morning  of  tiie  eighth  day  from  Para  we  entered 
I  the  Kio  Negro,  the  spot  where  its  inky-blaek  stream  enters 
I  the  yellow  Amazon  being  marked  by  a  distinct  and  abmpt 
I  line  extending  across  the  river.  After  the  dirty  Amazon, 
I  the  black  though  clear  Xegro  was  a  pleasant  change.  Jnst 
I  below  the  junction  of  the  Negro  witii  tlie  Amazon  is  a  very 
I  large  island,  which,  indeed,  is  so  large  as  to  contain  an  exten- 
\i  lake.  Directly  west  of  this  island  the  Amazon  is  called 
I  the  Solimoens,  and  still  farther  up  to  its  source  the  Mara- 
I  fion.  The  Itio  ^egro  contains  almost  no  islands  at  first,  bat 
I  higher  up  it  is  nearly  choked  with  them.  A  few  miles 
I  from  it8  mouth,  on  the  left  bank,  is  situated  the  city  of  Ma- 
1,  tlie  capital  of  Aniazonas,  The  river  here  is  a  mile  in 
^lanaos  begins  about  thirty  feet  above 
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At  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the  city  is  a  large  saw-mill. 
A  great  fleet  of  boats  came  out  to  ns  from  the  shore,  down 
to  which  were  speedily  driven  several  very  civilized-looking 
hackney-coaches  I    Having  plenty  of  room,  Manios  is  a  city 
very  greatly  spread  out.    In  a  long  walk  npon  shore  I  no- 
ticed that  it  was  laid  oat  at  right  angles,  that  the  thorough- 
fares, save  the  principal  one,  called  Brazil  Street,  were  nar- 
row, and  badly  paved  with  rongh  cobble-stones,  and  that  the 
lighting  was  by  means  of  oil-lamps.    The  houses  are  mostly 
of  but  one  story.    The  ridges  of  some  of  the  roofs  were  so 
fully  covered  with  turkey-bnzzards  as  almost  to  make  one  at 
first  think  they  were  an  artificial  ornament   On  nearly  every 
comer  is  a  store,  usually  of  miscellaneons  articles  and  provis- 
ions, but  sometimes  devoted  to  a  special  line  of  goods.    The 
business  streets  smell  strongly  of  India-rubber.    In  the  great 
warehouses  you  see  enormous  masses  of  dried  caoutchouo- 
sap,  or  rubber,  resembling  great  cheeses,  especially  when  cut 
through.     These  are  black,  though  the  juice,  when  first  ob- 
tained from  the  trees,  is  a  milky  white,  the  dark  shade  being 
produced  by  smoking.    Brazil  is  the  greatest  rubber-produc- 
ing country  of  the  world,  though  in  Asia  there  are  two  species, 
the  Urceola  and  JFtcua^  denominated  as  el<Mtica.    The  Bn^ 
zilian  tree  is  called  Siphonia  elastica^  and  is  known  to  botan- 
ists as  a  herbaceous  succulent.    I  noticed  several  colleges, 
and  a  fine,  large  building  at  the  southern  end  of  the  city  was 
inscribed  "Lyceo."     Two  newspapers  are  published  here, 
each  three  times  a  week.     One  is  styled  '^  Amazonas,  a  Lib- 
eral Organ."     I  have  already  alluded  to  the  Lickney-coaches, 
and  here  also,  in  the  center  of  the  vast  Brazilian  forest,  are 
cafes,  billiard-saloons,  and  barber-shops.     An  opera-house, 
which,  if  completed,  would  have  rivded  that  at  Pard,  was 
begun,  but  want  of  funds  prevented  its  red-sandstone  walls 
reaching  a  greater  height  than  about  ten  feet.    At  present 
the  inhabitants  receive  their  supplies  of  water  from  the 
Negro  and  small  streams  near  by,  whence  it  is  distributed 
over  the  city  in  jars  and  barrels ;  but  some  fine  water-works, 
similar  to  those  at  Pemambuco,  are  being  built  for  Manios. 
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In  the  iiear  future  water  is  to  be  obtained  from  a  epring-fed 
stream,  about  three  miles  distint,  pumped  into  a  reservoir 
some  two  hundred  fett  higher  than  Mandos,  to  which  it  will 
be  conducted  in  a  large  iron  pi]3e. 

My  walk  led  nie  along  a  wide  road,  shaded  by  hand- 
eoine  lime  trees,  past  the  barracks,  with  red-sandstone  walls, 
brass  tield-pieci'B,  and  sentinels  before  the  gate.  I  then 
turned  to  the  right,  and  upon  high  ground,  commanding 
good  views  of  the  Rio  Negro  and  the  city,  I  found  the  Bo- 
tanical G:irdens  aud  "  Botanical  Museum  of  AmazooaB." 
The  building  ia  a  handsome  two-story  structnre,  faced  with 
tiles,  with  hvo  wings,  the  one  labeled  "  Musco,"  the  other 
'*  Lalx>nitorio,"  It  is  a  sort  of  general  selection  of  the  prod- 
nets  of  nature  and  man  in  Araazonas — a  vast  province  of 
eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  but  with  a  popnlatioQ 
of  only  sixty  thrmsand  inhabitants.  It  is  open  to  the  Man&oe 
public  only  on  Sundays,  hut  to  students  aud  foreign  travel- 
s  every  d:iy  in  the  week.  The  first  or  ground  floor  is  de- 
votod  til  a  hcrliarium.  a  chemical  labonitory,  and  dranghtipg 
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learned  monographs  ujioiJ  the  ethnograpLj,  archseology,  and 
philology  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

On  my  return  trip  to  Pan!  there  wore  hut  about  a  dozen 
firat-clase  passengerB,  which  greatly  added  to  my  comfort, 
affoniing  increased  room  and  better  attention  at  table.  We 
kept  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  with  doublo  the  epet-d  of 
the  upward  voyiige,  tliongU  we  made  the  same  nuinhtT  of 
calls.  The  downward  journey  is  more  pleasant,  because  one 
is  able  to  enjoy  the  fresh  southeast  trade-wind,  which  blows 
Bteadily  and  strongly  up  the  river  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  day.  We  took  on  board  many  beef-eattle,  embarking 
them  in  the  most  primitive  aud  tiresome  manner  imaginable. 
In  fact,  four  hours  were  sometimee  consumed  in  doing  what 
might  have  been  done  in  lifteen  minutes.     The  cattle  were 

■  eonaled  at  the  bank's  edge,  from  which  we  were  alwaya  dSs- 
B  much  as  fifty  feot,     A  little  wharf  might  have  been 
t  ftnd  the  cattle  put  on  board  by  this  means,  or  they 

F- might  have  been  pi;iced  iu  a  eoow  and  drawn  alongside  witli 
little  trouble  or  loss  of  time.  But,  no  —  the  extraordi- 
nary method  adopted  was  as  follows :  A  Imllock  being  lafl- 
fioed  within  the  corral,  an  attempt  was  made  to  get  him  down 
into  the  water,  and  then  to  swim  him  to  the  side  of 
etoamer,  there  to  hoist  him  on  board  by  means  of  a  stout  n>j 
fastened  about  his  horns,  and  attiujied  to  a  steam  winch,  A 
large  mpe  was  stretched  from  shore  to  steamer,  and  Jtlying 
op  and  down  this,  in  a  canoe,  were  four  or  five  men  whose 
object  was  to  hold  the  animals  and  draw  them  to  tlie  side  of 
the  steamer,  where  one  of  the  men  in  the  bow  would  attempt 
to  slip  the  lifting  noose  over  the  horns.  Of  course,  with  all 
the«e  details,  and  the  bawling  of  the  men,  tlie  animals 
terribly  scared,  and  plunged,  or  ran,  or  stood  obstinately, 
ing  to  upset  the  canoe^  etc.  TJiey  f  rctjuently  broke  away 
fittm  those  endeavoring  to  juill  them  from  the  corml  to  the 

I  fiteamer,  and  scami^red  up  the  road  leading  to  town,  or  away 
into  the  forest.  In  order  to  capture  such  truants  as  tlieee, 
two  or  three  mounted  men,  with  hiseoes,  had  to  be  constanf 
employed.   To  add  tu  the  trouble,  dorkncss  would  often 
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ou  before  the  cargo  was  completed,  and  an  animal  could  only 
be  lassoed  by  the  light  given  by  flashcB  of  lightning.  The 
men  laughed  and  shouted,  and  cracked  jokes,  and  eeenied  to 
he  hiiving  a  must  enjoyable  time.  The  whole  scene  was  well 
illustrative  of  the  country  and  people;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  thousand  years  from  now,  if  there  are  any  cattle  P6- 
uiaiuing  in  these  provinces,  they  will  still  be  freighted  to 
Pard  in  the  same  kind  of  steamer  and  hauled  on  board  in  the 
same  pristine  manner.  Our  cargo  up  the  river  had  consisted 
of  foreign  manufactured  articles  and  provisions,  and  that 
down  embraced  rubber,  cacao,  bananas,  Brazil-nuta,  and  beef- 
cattle.  Arrival  at  Pard  happily  terminated  my  voyage  of 
two  thousand  miles  upon  the  giant  Amazon. 
I  In  continuing  my  journey,  I  wished  to  go  from  Pard  to 
I  Cayenne,  the  capital  of  French  Guiana,  a  distance  of  Bome 
1  four  hundred  miles  up  the  coast  to  the  northward,  but  there 
was  no  etearner,  of  any  nationality,  taking  this  route.  In 
*  only  break  in  the  steamer  service  of  tlie  whole  of 
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Finance,  a  sister-ship  of  that  in  which  I  had  gone  from  Per- 
nambnco  to  Pard.  Early  in  the  morning  we  put  our  pilot 
aboard  his  brig,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pard,  and  a  few  hours 
later  we  passed  the  light-ship,  and  headed  toward  the  north. 
The  eastern  end  of  the  great  Island  of  Marajo,  being  low 
ground  and  far  distant,  was  not  visible.  During  the  after- 
noon we  crossed  the  equator — ^for  myself,  in  various  parts  of 
the  world,  the  eleventh  time — and  I  entered  once  more  the 
northern  hemisphere.  We  were  soon  crossing  the  mouths 
of  the  Amazon,  fourteen  miles  wider  than  is  the  navigable 
length  of  what  we  are  wont  to  call  the  "  lordly  "  Hudson ! 
The  water  continued  all  day,  and  even  until  noon  the  follow- 
ing day,  a  dirty,  yellowish-green  in  color.  Fresh  water  from 
the  Amazon  may  be  taken  up  in  tlie  sea  nearly  two  hundred 
miles  from  its  mouth ! 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


TO   THE   oriANAS   VIA    BAEBADO 

We  bad  a  pleasant  voyage  of  four  days  to  Barb&doe. 
The  island  is  encircled  hy  coral  reefs,  and  visited  by  violent 
biirricanea,  which  make  the  navigation  dangerous  and  cause 
great  damage.     It  ie  about  twenty  miles  in  length  and 
ae  many  in  width.      It  is  hiw  and  undulating,  with 
and  valleys,  and  sparsely  covered  with  trees;  but  the 
is  fertile  and  very  minutely  cultivated,  as  it  iiinst  be  wil 
a  dense  population  of  one  hundred  and  Hevcuty-five  thoi 
sand  negroes.     The  exports  are  sugar,  rum,  and  arrow- 
tbe  nutritive  starch  ased  as  a  medicinal  food.     This  plant 
acquires  its  strange  name  from  the  fact  tliat  the  ludiane 
once  employed  its  roots  to  extract  the  poison  of  arrows, 
Barbados  belongs  to  Great  Britain,  and  is  the  most 
tant  member  of  the  Windward   Islands.     It  has  its 
Legislature.     In  tlie  roadstead  of  Bridgetown,  the  capil 
were  half  a  dozen  goodly  sized  ships,  and  three  steamers  of 
the  Royal  Mail  Company,  namely,  one  each  from  Jamaica, 
Trinidad,  and  British  Guiana.     I  was  rowed  ashore,  paceed 
tbe  ordeal  of  the  cnstom-house  without  delay,  and  found 
quarters  at  the  Nile  Hotel,  in  a  square  facing  an  inner  ehip- 
ping  basin  and  opposite  a  small  bronze  statue  of  Lord  Neleoi 
A  hotel  across  the  street  is  styled  the  Trafalgar  House, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  realizing  that  one  is  in  a  British  colooj 
In  the  center  of  the  square  ia  a  very  pretty  little  pablic 
den  contmning  a  large  foimtain.     On  one  side,  covering 
entire  block,  are  the  Government  offices,  substantial-lookii 
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r  edifices,  of  a  rough  gray  Btoue,  two  storieg  in  height.     A 
k  Gothic  tower,  oontaining  a  handsome  four-faced  flock,  riaes 
I   from  one  of  the  large  buildings.     The  etreeta  of  tlie  busiiieea 
I    portion  of  Barbados  are  generally  narrow,  and  tnacadamized 
[    with  a  stone  whose  dust  is,  niiforttinately,  very  tr^iiig  to  the 
I   eyes.     The  sidewalks  are  bo  narrow  that  the  streets  Lave  to  be 
I   Qtihzed  by  pedestrians.     The  buildings  are  of  every  size  and 
I    shape,  and  range  from  one  to  three  stories  in  height.     There 
are  several  large  stores  of  wonderfully  niiscellaDeoua  con- 
tents, where  the  number  and  attentions  of  the  clerks  bring 
to  mind  the  cheaper  class  of  retail  stores  at  home.    These  are 
,    filled  all  day  long  by  a  chattering,  chaffing  set  of  negrocd, 
I  who  are  always  amusing.    The  business  part  of  Barbadoi 
I  being  compressed  into  a  very  smalt  district^  the  streets  alwaya 
\  present  a  gay  and  animated  appearance.     Telephones  are  %■ 
I  wide-spread  convenience,     Go<jd  and  cheap  hackney-carriages 
I  ftbound,  a  tramway  runs  to  a  suburb,  and  a  railway  eemiciiv 
I  eles  the  island.     The  cathedral  is  Episcopalian,  or,  more  ao 
I  enrately,  Church  of  England.     It  la  an  interesting  old  pile^ 
r  snrronnded  by  crumbling  tombstones,  some  of  which  date 
I  from  the  sixteenth  century,  and  are  shaded  by  palms,  ferns,' 
I  uid  brea<[- fruits.     The  sacred  edifice  is  large,  with  stained- 
f  gUss  windows  and  a  good  organ,  and  tho  walls  are  covered 
ViHtli  memorial  tablets,  while  the  floor  is  paved  with  grave- 
slabs.     In  the  Public  Buildings,  already  mentioned  as  occti* 
pying  a  block  near  the  shipping  hasm,  are  the  two  Parlia* 
ment  Houses,  tlio  jVssemhIy  and  Council  Chamber,  anrround- 
I  ed  by  shrubs,  lawns,  and  flowere.     At  the  head  of  the  grand 
l  Itairease  are  two  stained-ghies  windowti,  which  beautifully 
I  picture  Queen  Victoria  and  Prince  Altwrt,  both  in  full  stota 
I  dresa,  with  conventional  regalia,     A  door  opens   from 
corridor  into  the  large  Assembly  room,  with  ponderona  eeiU 
ing  made  of  huge  timbers,  and  circles  of  chairs  for  the  mem- 
bers.    The  Ciiuncil  Chamber  is   similar,  and,    in   addition, 
adorned  with  full-length  portnuts  of  local  celebrities.     Tho 
lemaining  rooms  conaist  of  public  officer,  the  GovernmoDfc 
vXihrary,  with  twenty  tlioueaud  volumes  of  general  literatnreJ 
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and  a  large  apartment,  called  Albert  Hall,  where  traveling 
thentrical  companies  perforin. 

One  afternoon  I  rode  in  the  only  framwaj  in  Bridgetown, 
which  runs  in  a  soutlieriy  direction  to  a  euburb  called  Hast- 
ings. There  are  but  four  towns  in  Barbados  besides  the  cap- 
ital. Hastings  is  the  English  garrieon-post.  Hera  are  neat, 
clean-looking  barraeks,  niihtary  storehouses,  and  a  great  level, 
grassy  plain  for  a  drill  and  parade  ground.  Natives  are 
employed  as  soldiers  as  well  as  police,  but,  as  the  blacks  vastly 
outnumber  the  whites  of  the  island,  it  is  found  advisable  to 
keep  a  stout  contingent  of  British  troops  always  on  haod. 
Beyond  the  garrison,  and  at  the  terminus  of  the  tramway,  a 
hotel,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  rooms,  has  just  been 
erected,  with  a  view  to  hiring  some  of  New  York's  citizens, 
in  the  winter  season,  to  Barbados  as  a  sanitarium,  the  eli- 
mato  of  tlie  island,  though  warm,  being  equable  and  healthy. 
A  fine  bathing-beach  is  one  of  the  attractions.  Others  are 
the  steamer,  post,  and  telegraph  facilities,  and  the  fact  that 
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f  to  be  the  basig  of  the  wbole  island,  U  qaarricd  in  a  compaii' 

I  ttvely  soft  condition,  and  hardens  on  exposnro  to  the  air. 
These  reaidences  are  large,  generally  two  stories  in  height, 
with  widely  protecting  verandas  and  liheral  supplies  of 
large  Venetian  blinds.  They  stand  in  beautiful  gardens  of 
trees,  shrnlis,  and  flowers,  with  neatly  tritnmed  lawns.     The 

f  bend  of  the  trees,  all  in  one  direetion.  plainly  indicates  the 
force  and  direction  of  the  trade-winds.  The  train  poRses 
throngh  immeneo  plantations  of  sugar-cane,  together  with 
fields  of  maize  and  potatoes,  more  especially  for  the  labor- 
ers. Large  sugar-mills,  with  tall  chimneys,  and  hngo  wind* 
mills  for  grinding  eanu  and  pnmping  water,  with  great 
fiirin-ltonscs  for  the  pn>prietors  or  managers,  and  small  \\V- 
lagee  of  toy  houses  for  the  negro  hands,  are  Been  in  everjn 
direction.  The  round  stone  towers,  and  hnge  wood  and  sail 
arms  of  the  windmills  remind  one  strongly  of  Holland.  Ba^ 
bados  IB  cxceodingty  bare  of  trees — you  see  them  only  almnt 

'  the  farm-honscB  or  in  stray  copses — and  yet,  owing  to  the 
beneficent  trade-winds,  min  falls  picnteonsly.  Barely  is 
there  drought,  and  even  then  water  niiiy  always  be  found  at 
%  very  few  feet  below  the  surface,  l^^pon  the  eastern  coast 
joa  notice  great,  uncouth  masses  of  coral  rock,  a  long  way 
from  shore,  out  in  the  surf,  whose  continual   beating  lu*i 

'  worn  away  their  bases,  so  that  some  ajipear  like  hnge  mnah- 
rooms,  while  othere  are  mutiUted  like  the  Egj'ptian  Sphinx. 
Ifear  one  of  the  stations  stands  Codrington  College,  thtt 

I  largest  and  be«t-appointed  institution  of  the  kind  in  the 
West  Tnrlies.     The  round  railway  trip  occupied  fcnr  hours. 

I  had  a  few  daj-s  to  wait  for  tlie  bi-monthly  steamer  to! 
Georgetown,  British  Gniana.  It  was  one  bf  the  Royal  Mall 
line,  all  fine  vessels  built  on  one  model — long,  low,  narrow, 
with  very  sharp  pn)W  and  raking  masts.  They  are  fast,  clean, 
well  served,  and  well  diHciplincd,  though  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  speak  of  Uie  last,  as  this  is  a  qnalificatioQ  always  possessed^ 
by  English  steamerB.  The  cabins  are  lai^o,  and  extend  tbi 
entire  length  of  tho  tobsuI.  A  punkah,  or  fan-machino,  Ilj 
provided  for  the  snloon-tablo.     Xogroes,  and  natives  of  Hut: 
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West  InJics  generally,  are  employed  both  a&  sailoTS  and 
era.  In  short,  these  veesels  are  admirably  adapted  lo  the 
tropical  regions  in  which  they  mostly  ply,  and  are  purposely 
built  low  and  strong,  to  withstand  the  hurricanee  prevalent 
in  the  West  Indies.  Tlie  bi^  oeean-steamship  direct  from 
Soutliauipton  brought  us  a  large  number  of  cabin-paseco> 
gei-s,  as  she  did  alao  to  the  other  connecting  boats,  tlio^  for 
Trinidad  and  St.  Thomas.  The  steamer  from  England  waa 
to  go  on  to  Hayti,  Jamaica,  and  Aspinwall.  On  the  second 
day  out,  the  bright  blue  color  of  the  deep  ocean  began  to 
change  to  the  dull  green  of  the  comparatively  shallow  6ca. 
Great  sand-banks  and  mud  flata  mn  far  out  from  the  sbores 
of  the  three  Guianas.  The  coast  of  British  Guiana  is  so 
extremely  low,  that  the  drst  intimation  one  has  of  it  is  an 
occasional  fringe  of  trees,  or  more  proliably  some  of  the 
tall  chimneys  of  the  sugar-plantations,  which  appear  to  rise 
directly  out  of  the  water.  All  the  coast,  from  aWve  the 
Esseqnibo  Iliver  to  the  Corentyn,  is  one  continuous  level  of 
cane-fields.     At  noon  we  took  a  pilot  from  the  light-ehip,  and 
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eiigar  estates  and  a  small  village  which  is  reached  by  ferry. 
The  coast  in  the  distance  seems  lined  with  mangroves  and 
cocoannt-palms.  At  the  northern  extremity  of  the  city,  on 
ocean  and  river,  is  a  fort,  with  strong,  sloping  walls  of  massive 
masonry,  and  low  parapet,  over  which  ominously  peer  a  dozen 
or  more  cannon.  Now  we  are  abreast  of  the  lighthouse,  and 
not  far  from  here  are  the  buildings  of  the  railway  tenninus. 
The  line  runs  along  the  coast,  to  the  eastward,  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles.  This  is  about  one  third  of  the  distance  to  the 
town  of  Berbice — the  only  other  town  in  British  Guiana — to 
which  it  is  intended  some  day  to  extend  the  railroad.  Hence 
to  the  extreme  southern  point  of  the  city  the  river-bank  is 
flanked  with  wharves  covered  with  great  warehouses  of  wood 
and  galvanized  iron.  Many  ships  and  a  few  steamers  are 
always  loading  or  unloading  at  these  warehouses,  but  the 
larger  vessels — about  a  score  of  ships  and  four  steamers — 
are  lying  in  a  long  row  in  the  stream,  a  short  distance  from 
the  wharves.  The  first  of  these  was  a  great  clipper-ship,  just 
arrived  from  Calcutta,  with  several  hundred  Hindoo  coolies, 
or  laborers,  aboard.  Our  steamer  anchors,  and,  after  submit- 
ting to  a  nominal  inspection  of  baggage,  the  passengers  go  on 
shore  in  a  little  iron  tender.  The  first  impressions  of  a  visitor, 
as  he  lands  and  walks  around,  or  perhaps  rides  in  one  of  the 
little  hackney  victorias  with  which  the  place  abounds,  are 
that  he  has  arrived  at  a  clean,  orderly,  busy,  and  pretty  little 
city.  The  wharves  present  scenes  of  bustling  commerce. 
The  first  street,  called  Water  Street,  running  parallel  with 
the  river,  is  the  chief  seat  of  the  warehouses  and  merchants' 
storcji.  As  you  move  along  toward  your  hotel,  you  are  struck 
with  the  number  and  great  variety  of  races  represented — 
Hindoos,  Pansees,  Chinese,  negroes,  Portuguese,  Creoles,  and 
whites.  Your  next  surprise  will  probably  be  in  finding  a 
very  good  hotel — the  "  Tower  Hotel,"  so  called  from  its  high 
tower,  wliieh  contains  the  winding  staircase  connecting  its 
four  stories,  and  from  the  belvedere  of  wliich  a  capital  view 
of  the  city  and  river  may  be  obtained.  This  hotel  is  new, 
and  contains  large,  airy  sleeping-rooms,  with  abundance  of 
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windows.  It  also  includes  public  and  private  dining- rooms, 
ladies'  parlor,  gentlemen's  reading-room,  a  biUianl-roora,  and 
a  bar-room.  Tlie  deep  porticoee,  shaded  by  great  Venetian 
blinds,  and  furnished  uith  chairs  and  tables,  arc  pleasant 
lounging-places. 

Georgetown  is  laid  out  at  right  angle3,  with  nanibcrs  of 
parks  and  gardens.  Its  streeta  are  broad  and  macadamized, 
and  lighted  at  night  b_y  gas.  The  sidewalks  are  of  cement, 
or  of  blocks  of  a  composition  of  email  stones  and  a&phalt, 
from  the  famous  pitch-lake  in  the  Island  of  Trinidad. 
Through  many  of  its  streets  run  canals,  a  reminiscence  of 
the  Dutch,  who  originally  established  Georgetown,  and  there 
copied  their  maritime  towns  at  home.  Many  of  the  public 
and  private  buildings,  in  their  peculiar  style  of  arehitectnre, 
and  their  gable-euds  facing  the  streets,  call  to  mind  Holland. 
The  canals  are  not  unhealthful,  and  serve  a  useful  purpose 
during  the  rainy  season,  when  they  carry  off  the  surplus  sur- 
face water.  The  stores  and  dwelliug-houses  of  Georgetown 
are  gL'Ucrally  biiiit  of  wood  and  galvanized  iron,  with  roofs  of 
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another  eastwardly  to  the  Botanical  Gardens,  and  another 
westwardly  around  to  the  first  great  plantation  on  the  south, 
called  "  La  Penitence."  Georgetown  has  an  "  elegant  suffi- 
ciency "  of  two  very  different  kinds  of  public  resorts,  churches 
and  clubs.  You  have  a  choice  of  the  churches,  or  chapels, 
of  England.  Scotland,  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  Eoman 
Catholics,  United  Presbyterians,  Congregational  Dissenters, 
the  London  Missionary  Society,  the  Moravians,  Lutherans, 
the  coolie  missions,  Indian  missions,  sailors'  missions,  a  Port- 
uguese mission,  and  so  on.  As  there  are  only  two  thousand 
whites  in  the  whole  colony,  some  of  the  English  churches 
must  be  content  with  rather  slim  congregations.  Then,  as 
to  dubs,  besides  the  usual  social  and  convivial  cliques  pecul- 
iar to  large  cities,  I  find  chess,  rowing,  athletic,  lawn-tennis, 
cricket,  rifle,  and  horse-racing  clubs. 

The  sea-front  of  British  Guiana  is  about  three  hundred 
miles  in  length,  with  an  interior  depth  of  perhaps  four  hun- 
dred miles.  Its  entire  population  is  now  set  down  at  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  of  which  some  forty  thousand 
are  allotted  to  the  capital.  The  population  of  the  colony  is 
quite  as  mixed  as  that  of  the  metropolis.  Only  about  eight 
thousand  aborigines  are  supposed  to  be  left  When  slavery 
was  abolished,  in  1814,  it  was  found  necessary  to  recruit  the 
ranks  of  laborers  by  immigration.  There  are  now  in  the 
country  from  the  West  India  Islands  about  eighteen  thousand 
immigrants ;  from  India  sixty-five  thousand ;  from  China 
five  thousand;  from  Madeira  and  the  Azores  seven  thou- 
sand ;  from  Africa  five  thousand;  or  a  total  of  one  hundred 
thousand  immigrants  employed  as  agricultural  laborers. 
Along  the  coasts,  and  from  twenty  to  fifty  miles  inland,  are 
the  cultivated  lands — mud  flats  or  alluvial  deposits,  composed 
chiefly  of  blue  clay  impregnated  with  sea-salt,  and  rich  with 
decomposed  vegetable  matter.  A  large  part  is  below  high- 
water  mark.  Numerous  fertile  islands,  some  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  miles  in  length,  lying  in  the  estuary  of  the  Essequibo, 
are  under  sugar-cane  cultivation.  The  interior  of  the  colony 
consists  of   well-watered   savannas,  used   for  cattle-raising. 
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\  and  also  dense  forosle  of  timber,  very  valuable  for  hoase 
'  tbip  building,  and  for  household  fiiniitun?.     Tliuugh  cati 
I  farms  and  cocoa,  plantain,  and  cocoanut  eetates  alt«ruale  wH 
[  each  other,  the  vast  bulk  of  the  exports  is  sugar.     The  pi 
I  nets  of  the  colony  would,  in  fact,  stand  somewhat  in 
ratio  of  supply :  sugar,  ruin,  molaesee,  timber,  couoanuts, 
cliarcoal.     A  tine,  large  sugar  estate — to  give  the  reader  a 
general  idea— will  have,  perhajje,  two  thousand  acres  under 
cultivation,  twelve  hundred  laborers,  and  a  yearly  ontput  of 
four  thousand  tons  of  sugar.     Many  of  theee  sugar  estates 
have  fancy  or  sentimental  nainee,  in  Dufj^h  or  French,  some 
of  which  are  humoroualy  as  well  as  pathetically  suggest! 
''  La  Bonne  Intention  "  [The  Good  Intention) ;  "  Goed' 
'  wagdng "  (Good  Expectation  of  Uopo) ;  " Malgr^  Tout " 
Bpito  of  AUj ;  "  Vive  la  Force  1 "  (Glory  to  Power) 
"Zorg"    (Care,    Anxiety).      Each   of  these  great    estates 
forms  a  small  conitnnnity  by  itself,  and  comprises — besides 
male  and   female   laborers  —  manager,  overseers,  engi- 
!r8,   a   doctor,    druggist,   teacher,   carpenter,  blacksmith, 
ik-keepera,  chaplain,  police,  and  an  attorney  and  agents 
J  Georgetown. 

British  Guiana  is  divided  into  the  three  provinces 
temerara,  Eesequiho,  and  Berbice,  and  these  again  arc  eal 
livided  into  parislies,  named,  singularly  enough,  after  the 
Christian  Evangelists  and  some  of  the  alleged  saints.     It  has 
b  peculiar  sort  of  government,  its  political  constitution  hav- 
ing been  adopted  from  that  established  by  its  original  Datch 
pOBseesore.      The   functions   of   a   Legislative  Council   and 
Bouse  of  Assembly  are  performed   by  the  Governor  am 
I  Court  of  Policy,  which,  besides  the  chief  magistrate,  ' 
jomposed  of  four  ofliciiil  members  appointed  by  the  croi 
I  live  elective  members  nominated  by  a  bttdy  eallecl 
Electoral  College  and  appointed  by  Uie  court.     The 
r  and  the  Court  of  Policy  attend  to  all  public  adinii 
ration,  save  taxation  and  finance.     These  retjnire  in  addil 
0  services  of  six  Financial  Representatives,  elected  by 
ieveral  constituencies,  the  assemblage  thus  constituted  ft 


ome  1 

'M 

an^^^ 

ies 
Ki- 
th, 
ita  1 


TO   THE  GUI  ANAS  VIA  BARBADOS. 


875 


ing  wbat  is  termed  the  Combined  Court  The  executive 
power  18  vested  in  the  Governor,  whose  annual  salary  is  fixed 
at  the  handsome  figure  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  with 
twelve  thousand  dollars  additional  for  what  are  not  very 
exactly  outlined  as  "  contingencies."  The  Governor  is  elect- 
ed for  seven  years. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

A  BBITIEH    COI.OSY, 

Geokoetown  is  not  very  rich  m  fine  public  buildinj 
Tlie  raoat  attractive  of  tbeio,  Lowever,  is  the  new  Law  Cou; 
wliich  is  nearly  completed.  This  is  a  large,  L-shaped  buili 
ing,  to  wtiieh  an  entire  eqiiare  ha£  been  aeeigned.  It  is  tW4 
stories  in  height,  and  btiilt  in  the  *'  Queen  Anne  "  style.  It 
is  fire-proof,  the  lower  story  being  of  brick,  stucco,  and  iroD, 
with  cement  floors.  The  doors  iire  of  iron,  the  window- 
fi-aines  of  iron,  the  staircases  of  iron.  The  rooms  above  aro 
beautifully  furnished  in  varnished  pine  and  hard,  nati' 
woods,  ami  are  in  a  sort  of  Dutcli  Renaissance  style.  N 
the  new  Law  Courts  stands  what  is  styled,  par  excellent 
the  Public  Building — a  lai^,  two-story,  stuccoed  etructi 
with  a  columned  front  and  low  central  dome,  occupying 
entire  square,  and  suri-ounded  by  neat  lawns  and  pretty  shmb 
and  flower  gardens.  Between  the  Public  Building  and  the 
river  is  the  market,  an  enormous  structure  of  galvanized  iron, 
which  would  do  credit  to  any  city.  It  occupies  an  entire 
square.  In  the  central  facade  is  a  great  clock-tower,  which 
has  a  tioe  belvedere  atop.  One  half  of  tlie  interior  is  ar- 
ranged as  stalls  for  miscellaneous  merchandise,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  occupied  by  market-women,  who  crouch  upon  the 
floor  with  their  produce  grouped  about  them,  as  is  their  wont 
all  over  South  America.  But  comparatively  few  of  the 
stalls  were  leased,  showing  thereby,  as  their  rent  is  not  high, 
that  this  great  market  is  rather  in  advance  of  the  present 
requirementa  of  the  city.  The  finest  and  largest  church  m 
Georgetown  is  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  which  is  built 
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entirely  of  wood,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  of  the  hard  woods 
grown  in  the  colony.  This  is  the  church  that  has  the  lofty 
and  highly  ornamental  spire,  which  forms  a  picturesque  feat- 
ure in  the  general  view  of  the  city  as  obtained  from  the  off- 
ing. The  cathedral,  whose  architecture  is  Gothic,  has  some 
tine  stained-glass  windows,  a  high  altar  of  marble  and  wood, 
and  two  good  organs.  In  the  postroffice  building  a  large 
room  contains  what  is  styled  the  ''  British  Guiana  Museum  " 
— a  collection  representing  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature. 
It  is  open  to  the  public  from  10  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  daily.  In 
the  same  building  are  the  reading-rooms  and  library  of  the 
Royal  Agricultural  and  Commercial  Society.  The  rooms  are 
large  and  comfortable,  and  fully  supplied  with  European 
periodicals,  while  a  miscellaneous  library  of  about  ten  thou- 
sand volumes  lines  the  walls  of  one  of  them.  There  are  three 
extensive  collections- of  books  in  three  of  the  large  stores — 
no  store  appearing  to  be  devoted  to  a  single  line  of  goods ; 
so  that,  with  the  local  periodicals,  one  has  ample  literary  ex- 
ercise and  food.  The  daily,  bi-weekly,  and  weekly  news- 
papers, the  monthly  and  quarterly  magazines,  a  bi-monthly 
^^  Mercantile  Intelligencer,"  an  annual  blue-book,  and  a  bi- 
weekly "Official  Gazette,'^  give  an  immense  amount  of  local 
and  statistical  information.  A  building  called  Philharmonic 
Hall  is  used  as  a  theatre.  It  contains  about  six  hundred  seats. 
In  the  center  of  the  front  row  are  some  chairs  upholstered  in 
blue  velvet,  for  the  use  of  the  Governor  and  family.  The 
coat-of -arms  of  England,  carved  in  wood,  and  highly  colored, 
adorns  the  center  of  the  proscenium  arch,  with  the  motto, 
"  The  world's  a  stage,  tlie  men  and  women  merely  players,'* 
extending  across  below  it.  The  hall  is  lighted  by  large  crys- 
tal chandeliers,  and  its  walls  are  decorated  with  busts  and 
the  names  of  famous  musicians  and  poets.  Along  with  the 
great  names  of  Sliakespeare,  Milton,  Scott,  and  Moore,  I  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  behold  that  of  Longfellow,  and  dis- 
apjx>inted  not  to  see  that  of  Byron.  This  theatre  is  occupied 
by  strolling  companies,  and  is  also  used  for  musical,  literary, 
and  other  public  meetings  and  entertainments. 
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The  residence  of  the  Governor  and  family — callixl 
Government  ITonse — is  a  plain,  unpretending  stmcture, 
tliree  etoriea,  with  a  portf^ochhre,  a  few  stained-glass  ^v-i^dovra, 
and  eonie  belvederes.     The  building  is  surrounded  by  lawns, 
shrubs,  and  flowers,  and  a  native  soldier,  in  Zouave  nuifonii, 
stands  on  guard  at  the  gate.     The  Governor  holds  a  public 
reception  once  a  week.     Near  the  Goveniment  llonse  is 
large  park,  occupying  an  entire  square,  called  the  Proiiieni 
Gardens,  which  is  laid  out  in  beds  and  paths,  and  lilted  wi( 
an  extraordinary  variety  of  those  inevitable  acconipanimei 
— trees,  shrubs,  and  flowers.     So  luxuriant,  however,  ia 
growth  of  this  tropical  verdure,  that  one  can  not  diEtiogaii 
well  the  different  sorts  of  plants,  the  beds  being  siinplj 
wild   tangle  of  trunk,  leaf,  vine,  and  blossom.     £specii 
striking,  however,  to  a  etranirer  from  another  clime,  are  ti 
plants  with  colored  leaves,  the  palms,  the  orchids,  and  the 
Cftcti  family.     The  borders  to  the  beds  are  of  rough  atoucs, 
and  the  paths  are  of  broken  shells.    In  the  center  of  the 
gardens  is  an  octagonal  pavilion,  in  which  the  military  band 
plays  upon  two  afternoons  of  each  week.     There  are  several 
fashionable  drives  and  promenades  in  Georgetown.     One 
to  the  seawall  and  esplanade.     The  seawall  extends  for 
railo  or  so  along  the  coast,  and,  its  top  being  cemented 
provided  with  settees,  it  makes  a  fine  promenade  in  the  early 
morning  or  late  afternoon,  with  the  cool  breezes  and  widely 
extended  views  of  the  ocean.     A  road  runs  parallel  with  the 
wall,  and  at  a  certain  point  a  colored  military  band  pUjB 
upon  two  afternoons  of  the  week.     Tiie  Botanical  Gardi 
aliout  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  extent,  lie  at  the  ei 
extremity  of  the  city.     Besides  affording  a  means  of  recrea- 
tion and  iiiBtruction,  nurseries  are  here  formed  for  extending 
agricultural  industries  by  introdncing  new  products.     Space 
is  lacking  to  particularize  the  varied  rarities  and  heanties 
this  splendid  collection  ;  but,  in  referring  to  thi 
aquatic  plants  known  as  the  Victoria  Regia,  I  may 
the  reader  that  this  queen  of  lilies  was  first  fonnd  in  Brii 
Guiana,  up  the   Berbice  River,  about  half   a  century 


I 


A  BRITISH  COLONY.  879 

Near  Georgetown,  to  the  eastward,  is  an  old,  unused  canal^ 
which,  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  is  completely  filled 
with  this  interesting  species  of  lily.  Here  you  may  behold 
it  in  a  state  of  luxuriance  impossible  to  be  obtained  artifi- 
cially under  glass.  Large,  spreading  leaves,  five  feet  in 
diameter,  with  rims  four  inches  high,  and  immense  rose- 
white  flowers,  two  feet  in  diameter — there,  thanks  to  heat 
and  moisture,  do  honor  to  the  name  of  Queen  Victoria! 
Georgetown  being  only  seven  degrees  north  of  the  equator, 
is  very  warm,  but  the  days  are  generally  freshened  by  brisk 
sea-breezes,  so  that,  with  cooling  baths  and  thin  clothing,  one 
may  keep  passably  comfortable,  and  the'  nights  being  tem- 
pered by  land  breezes,  one  may  always  get  rest  The  climate 
is  therefore  not  unhealthy,  save  on  the  occurrence  of  epidemic 
yellow  fever,  which  is  extremely  rare.  The  victims  are 
almost  exclusively  from  the  foreign  population. 

During  my  stay  in  Georgetown  I  made  several  trips  into 
the  interior  of  the  colony.  One  was  up  the  Essequibo  and 
the  Mazaruni,  to  what  is  termed  Georgetown  Settlement,  the 
penal  colony  of  British  Guiana,  distant  about  sixty-five  miles 
from  the  capital.  Little  iron,  paddle-wheel  steamers,  each 
of  about  one  hundred  tons  burden,  ply  twice  a  week,  going 
one  day  and  retiuTiing  the  following,  up  the  Essequibo,  Deme- 
rara,  and  Berbico  Rivers.  These  steamers  are  of  very  light 
dmuglit,  only  three  to  six  feet.  They  carry  two  classes  of 
passengers,  and  provide  meals,  but  no  state-rooms.  We  had 
only  two  or  three  passengers  with  first-class  tickets,  but  the 
second-class  section  was  crowded  with  Hindoos,  Mussulmans, 
Chinese,  negroes,  and  Creoles,  who  sang  and  played  on  musical 
instruments,  and  chattered,  scrambled,  and  wrangled  through- 
out the  whole  voyage.  We  left  Georgetown  at  eight  in  the 
moniing,  going  down  the  Demerara  River,  and  around  the 
ocean  to  the  westward,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Essequibo. 
Though  drawing  but  little  water,  we  were  obliged  to  keep 
several  miles  from  the  coast,  which  presented  nothing  but 
low  land,  with  plantation  succeeding  plantation.  The  mouth 
of  the  Essequibo  is  about  fifteen  miles  in  width,  and  full  of 
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islands,  some  of  which  are  covered  witli  cane  fields.  The 
rircr,  however,  {jradually  narrowed  to  five  miles,  with  low, 
level  banks  covered  with  forest.  The  water  changes  in  color 
from  a  dirty  yellow  to  a  brownish  black.  The  banks  are 
very  thinly  settled,  "Wood-cutting  and  stone-qnarrying  eeem 
tij  be  ihii  only  commercial  advantages  proffered.  At  the 
junction  of  the  Esseqiiibo  and  Mazamni,  on  the  south  bank, 
is  a  large  viJlagL',  half  concealed  by  rank  vegetation,  and 
called  Uartica  (irove.  It  is  the  home  of  some  remarkably 
beautiful  palms.  From  this  spot  upward  the  Essequibo  is 
crowded  %vith  email  islands,  and  soon  becomes  so  filled  with 
rapids  as  to  Ije  navigable  only  by  cauoes.  The  penal  eettle- 
tiiCMt  occupies  a  tolerably  high  point  of  land  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Mazaruni  River.  A  short  distance  beyond  it,  a 
considerable  river,  called  the  Cuyani,  empries  into  the  Maza- 
runi. This,  like  all  the  rivers  of  British  Guiana,  is  broken 
by  rapids  farther  up.  The  penal  settlement  calls  for  no 
e."(teiidcd  notice.  The  situation  is  wholesome,  being  wind- 
i-vvept,  and  the  forest  lins  been  cleared  for  a  long  distance 
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iQ  explored  by  forejgnere,  and  is  therr-fore  kiiowHi 
only  to  tlie  Indians.  They  report  tbat  it  is  niu(;b  broken  byj 
cataracts.  For  forty  miles  tho  river  ia  of  a  dirty  yellow, 
caused  by  tlio  clayuy  soil  through  which  it  flowit ;  hut  abora 
this  it  ehanfi^  to  a  chocolate,  anil  afterward  to  &  hrowikislt 
blfick,  like  the  Rio  Negro  of  Brazil,  and  douhtleas  for  a  eimi- 
lar  reason,  containing  the  lees  of  a  vast  quantity  of  decaying' 
vegetation.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river  are  found  slmrks.  and' 
higher  np  alligators  and  several  varieties  of  fish,  soine  of 
tliem  of  a  large  size,  upon  whicli  Ui3  ludians  live,  hot  which 
are  not  very  pleasing  to  foreign  palates.  The  Demerara  has 
few  tributaries,  and  these  are  mostly  inaignifii-ant  creeks.  It 
contains  nomeroas  islands  most  of  which  arc  stnall.  TTpon 
one  of  these,  some  twenty  miles  from  Georgetown,  the  Dutch 
held  their  seat  of  government  prior  to  it«  removid  to  the 
present  position.  The  river  has  a  very  winding  com 
throughout  its  lenglli,  and  its  banks  are  very  tlnidy  jiimpledi 
For  the  first  thirty  milee  the  bank^  are  exceedingly  low,  and' 
the  country  is  astonishingly  level,  and  studdetl  with  rii 
BUgar  estates,  together  with  factories  and  dwellings.  Nei 
We  pass  the  tirst  high  land,  eondeting  of  hills  of  tho  finest, 
whitest  sand,  about  one  hundred  feet  in  height.  From  this 
point  the  banbi  are  covered  with  forest,  thickly  edged  with 
large  reeds.  The  forest  is,  of  course,  reiiinrkably  beautiful, 
and  especially  noteworthy  are  the  enomions  bnttressed  silk- 
Cotton  trees,  tho  sturdy  cahliage-palms,  the  feathery  eocoa- 
nnts,  great  downy  clumps  of  tumlioos,  delicately  graceful 
aasai-palms,  dainty  ferns,  and  others  whoee  native  iiamea 
would  convey  little  idea  to  tlio  reader.  There  are  only  two 
or  three  regukr  stations  at  which  the  steamer  calls,  but  nhe 
is  obliged  to  stoj)  for  every  boat  which  may  put  out  from 
shore,  and  Itail  her,  whether  tliat  boat  be  a  little  pirogue, 
sharp  at  each  end  as  a  pin,  and  carrying  a  single  passi-nger,. 
or  even  a  single  letter,  or  a  great  scow  full  of  ]>afieengere,Iwgi^ 
gnge,  and  freight.  On  our  upward  trip  we  8topi>od  not  fewets 
tlian  thirly-thrc«  times,  and  thus  lo«t  more  than  two  honntij 
A  large  amount  of  creole  and  mnlatto  travel  varie'gates  tfa* 
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river.  The  pure  negroes  and  Creole  negroes  live  in  a  state  o 
primitive  simplicity.  Those  who  are  assembled  in  the  little  1 
villages  earn  a  livelihood  by  cutting  wood,  preparing  cLsf-  \ 
coal,  and  growing  produce  for  the  market  at  Georgetown,  i 
We  passed  many  of  their  little  boats,  propelled  sometimes  bjr  I 
two  or  four  men,  with  long  sweeps,  and  sometimes  by  tiny  i 
and  grotesque  sails  made  of  old  brown  tarpaulin.  The  more  f 
ignorant  and  lazy  of  tliese  Creoles,  however,  employ  them-  \ 
selves  in  stealing  from  the  others,  so  that  here  I  had  an  ex-  < 
planation  of  the  frequently  seen  and  remarkably  civilized  | 
notices  that  "  all  trespassers  will  be  prosecuted  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  law."  A  few  miles  from  our  terminus  is  a  laj^:  ( 
settlement  of  the  Macusi  aboriginal  Indians.  These  are] 
peaceful,  kindly  savages,  going  almost  naked,  and  living  inf 
little  grass  huts.  A  peculiar  fashion  of  theirs  is  tightly  to. 4 
bandage  their  lege,  just  below  the  knee  and  around  the  ankle^  I 
60  as  to  produce  an  abnormally  large  calf.  They  begin  this  i 
practice  when  very  young,  as  the  Chinese  do  with  their  feet, 
and  the  Flathead  Indians  with  their  heads,  and  the  reenlt 
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ness  in  native  woods  is  large.  Seventy-eight  specimens  have 
been  sent  to  England.  Their  durability  is  very  great,  and  a 
feature  which  adds  to  their  value  for  furniture  is  their  gen- 
erally bitter  and  disagreeable  taste,  which  acts  as  a  protec- 
tion against  insects.  They  are  not  affected  by  dry  rot.  They 
vary  in  color  from  a  light  yellow  to  black.  Most  of  them 
are  well  adapted  to  cabinet-making,  taking  a  fine  polish. 

I  took  passage  for  the  capital  of  Dutch  Guiana,  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant,  in  a  trim,  clean  little  steamer 
of  about  eight  hundred  tons  burden,  belonging  to  the  line 
styled  in  correct  Hollandish  "Koninklijke  West-Indische 
Mail-dienst,"  or,  in  plain  English,  "  Koyal  Dntch  West-India 
Mail.''  Three  steamers  serve  on  this  route,  a  monthly  one, 
from  Amsterdam  to  ParamarilK).  The  outward  voyage 
is  direct  and  without  stop,  but,  arrived  at  Paramaribo,  the 
homeward  route  then  followed  leads  to  Georgetown,  Port- 
of-Spain  (Trinidad),  Curasao,  Porto  Cabello,  La  Guayra, 
Port-of-Spaiu,  Paramaribo,  Havre,  Amsterdam.  First-class 
circular  tickets  for  the  whole  tour  of  about  two  months,  with 
the  privilege  of  breaking  the  journey  at  any  port  at  which 
the  Pteamer  calls,  cost  three  hundred  dollars,  this  amount  in- 
cluding lK)ard  while  the  steamers  are  in  port,  should  a  pas- 
senger wish  to  make  a  continuous  excursion.  We  had  a  full 
complement  of  passengers — about  twenty  of  the  first  class. 

The  same  sort  of  low  level  coast  prevails  at  Surinam  as 
at  Demerara.  The  channel,  from  the  light-ship  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Surinam  River,  is  marked  by  huge  iron  buoys, 
and  the  sea  is  of  a  very  thick,  yellow  appearance.  The  river, 
at  its  mouth,  is  perhai)s  t<?n  miles  in  width,  and  forests  line 
both  banks.  We  pass  two  or  three  old  sugar-factories,  and 
two  small  villages,  and  then  sec,  directly  before  us,  on  a  point 
where  the  Commcwine  enters  the  Surinam,  tlie  fort  of  New 
Amstenlam.  This  is  merely  a  low  earthwork,  above  which 
appear  rows  of  guns  of  small  caliber.  Tlie  place  looked 
neither  formidable  nor  threatening.  On  the  Commewine, 
which  flows  for  some  distance  to  the  eastward,  are  situated 
tlie  finest  siig-ar  estates  in  Dutch  Guiana,    Steamers  run  u^ 
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this  river  t\dce  !i  week,  returning  the  following  days,  just  as 
thev  ascend  the  Surinam,  about  a  hundred  miles,  once  a  week. 
They  mn  on  the  Surinam  to  what  are  the  beginnings  of  the 
gold  regions.  At  present  the  gold  is  mostly  found  by  wash- 
ing, though  there  is  also  some  crushing ;  but,  on  account  of  a 
lack  of  capital  to  pay  the  heavy  expense  of  importing  ma- 
chinery into  a  section  of  roadless  country  where  the  rivers 
are  generally  raging  torrents,  the  washing  method  prevails. 
As  tliu  steamer  draws  near  the  city,  you  notice,  first,  the  walls 
of  what  was  once  no  doubt  considered  a  very  powerful  fort. 
This  now  contains  the  prison  and  the  barracks  of  some  three 
Imndrcd  Dutch  troops.  The  tower  of  the  Administration 
Building  ajjpears  above  the  trees,  and  beyond  It  are  the  twin 
towers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Churcli.  As  you  slowly  move 
on,  yon  catch  a  glimpse  of  a  jiretty  park,  an  extensive  mead- 
ow, and  the  ta.stefu[  front  of  the  Government  House.  Then 
about  all  you  see  is  a  long  row  of  two  or  three  story  dwell- 
ings,  painted  white,  and  with  steep  roofs,  columned  porticoes, 
greou    jalousies,  and    many  curious  little  dormer-windows. 


CHAPTER  XLin. 

PARAMARIBO  AND   CAYENNE. 

The  city  extends  along  the  river  for  about  two  miles, 
with  an  average  width  of  half  a  mile.  It  contains  a  large 
nnmber  of  canals,  as  do  all  Dutch  towns  at  home  and  Dutch 
colonies  abroad.  All  the  canals  run  toward  the  river,  and 
serve  the  excellent  purpose  of  drainage.  Other  noticeable 
features  of  Paramaribo  are  absence  of  trees  and  sidewalks  in 
the  streets,  and  the  number  and  variety  of  the  churches  and 
burying-grounds.  Of  the  latter,  and  all  within  the  city 
limit?^  two  are  Jewish,  two  Roman  Catholic,  two  Reformed 
Dutch,  two  Moravian,  one  military,  and  one  is  for  poor 
people.  The  Jews— both  German  and  Portuguese — are  a 
large  and  powerful  political  party  in  Dutch  Guiana.  The 
city  is  lighted  by  paraffine-lamps.  The  streets  are  covered 
with  the  whitish  sand  and  broken  shells  of  the  plain  on 
which  the  city  is  built,  and  the  glare  proves  very  trying  to 
the  eyes.  No  tramways  vein  the  city,  though  a  few  hackney- 
coaches  are  visible.  The  houses,  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar 
custom  of  placing  their  gable-ends,  in  so  many  instances, 
toward  the  streets,  might  almost  pass  for  those  of  a  New 
England  town.  They  have  sharply  pitched  roofs,  generally 
covered  with  slate,  and  are  usually  surmounted  with  an  attic- 
like half-story,  with  small  or  large  dormer-windows.  The 
great  green  doors — provided  with  enormous  brass  knockers, 
as  in  Holland — have  roofed  vestibules,  which  are  a  grateful 
refuge  in  hot  evenings,  for  Paramaribo  is  an  exceedingly  hot 
place,  with  little  breeze  and  many  mosquitoes.  The  city  is 
well  policed,  and  has  several  steam  fire^ngines^  whlck^  vb^ 
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case  of  lire,  tlra^v  water  from  one  of  tlie  nuinGrous  canals. 
Tlie  street.-^,  tarly  in  the  morning,  are  always  interest inp,  I»e- 
caiisii!  of  tlie  great  crowds  of  natives  going  to  or  rctnming 
from  inurket.  The  cTciile  men  dress  in  complete  snits  of 
wliitc,  a-s  in  China,  but  the  women  ore  always  gayly  dressed, 
and  tlierefure  attract  s]iccial  attention.  Tliey  wear  huge  etiff- 
fikirtt;d  gowns,  and  sacbrf  low  at  the  neek  and  cat  very  ]oo6o 
at  tlie  luwijr.  edge,  with  brilliant  handkerchiefs  bo  tied  abont 
the  head  as  to  He  broadly  on  top  and  allow  of  protrusive  en<is 
IjeliincI,  The  skirts  are  made  very  stiff  with  starch.  Some- 
tiuiOB  the  eatu-e  suit,  inclnding  head-gear,  will  Im;  of  the  same 
pattern,  mure  often  each  piece  will  he  different ;  but  yon  al- 
ways notice  the  hiijipy  oomhination  of  colors,  in  whieh  par- 
ticular thcrtC  people  display  very. good  taste.  A  peculiar  and 
very  unseemly  fasliiun,  however,  is  that  of  pulling  a  part  of 
the  dress  up  ut  the  waist,  and  confining  it  there  by  a  hand- 
kercliief,  the  upper  portion  being  also  sometimes  improviseJ 
;ui  a  lm<ri'  pueket.  Tliis  naturally  makes  an  ugly  bulge,  and 
Wf  tin'  li^'iifL'  iiut  ut'  proportion.     It  spoils  an  otherwifie 
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gent  as  they  are  pretty  and  vivacious.  I  attended  a  ball  at 
Government  House,  where  I  found  these  ladies  quite  equal 
to  their  northern  sisters  in  grace,  in  manner,  in  accomplish- 
ments, and  in  dress.  The  heat  is  so  intense  in  Paramaribo 
that  gentlemen,  when  attending  to  business,  generally  dress 
in  white  duck ;  but  at  home  they  are  apt  to  pass  most  of  the 
day  simply  in  pt/jatnas^  even  coming  to  table  and  receiving 
visitors  in  such  scant  garb.  The  late  nights  and  early  morn- 
ings are,  however,  apt  to  be  cool,  and,  were  it  not  for  this,  a 
European  or  American  could  hardly  keep  his  health  there. 
The  ice  that  is  used  is  brought  from  the  United  States,  and 
is  sold  at  two  cents  per  pound.  It  is,  of  course,  a  highly 
valued  luxurv. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  on  the  side  next  the  river, 
just  beyond  the  little  fort,  is  a  large  level  meadow  fringed 
with  cocoa  palms,  with  a  pretty  little  private  park  on  its  east- 
em  border.  On  the  northern  is  the  handsome  Government 
House,  and  on  the  west  are  the  Stadt-House,  the  Court- House, 
and  the  office  of  the  Government  Secretary,  all  of  quaint  old 
Dutch  architecture.  In  the  center  of  this  meadow  a  military 
band  perfonns  on  certain  afternoons  of  the  week.  Govern- 
ment House  is  of  wood,  two  stories  in  height,  with  graceful 
columns  and  arches,  and  the  Netherlands  coat-of-arms,  carved 
in  wood  and  highly  colored,  glaring  from  the  topmost  pedi- 
ment. A  broad  road  goes  past,  lin^  with  fine  old  tamarind- 
trees,  whereof  the  gnarled  roots,  half  above  ground,  project 
twenty  feet  from  their  trunks,  and  twist  like  huge  serpents. 
Behind  the  Government  House  is  a  large  and  beautiful  gar- 
den, to  which  the  public  are  freely  admitted.  The  Governor 
is  ap|K)inted  by  the  Crown  of  Holland,  and  serves  six  years, 
lie  is  associated  in  his  duties  with  a  Colonial  Council.  The 
p<^pulation  of  ParamarilK)  is  put  down  at  twenty-five  thou- 
sand, and  of  the  whole  colony  at  seventy  thousand.  The  pri- 
vate park  to  which  I  have  above  referred  contains  some  very 
interesting  palms,  one  of  the  most  striking  and  beautiful  spe- 
cies being  called  the  moriche  palm.  This  park  is  much  re- 
sorted to  by  the  people  for  its  beer-garden  and  re8t3aMx^S5^.^^^A 
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•  open-air  ball-room,  bowliiig-allcy,  and  aliooting-gallery. 
are  occasionally  given  on  SunJay  eTeoings,  to  wbieli  a 
bersliip  ticket  or  the  introduction  of  a  member  admita  you. 
Danc& music  is  furnished  by  the  military  baoti,  and  evening 
dress  is  not  required.  Full  dress  is,  Iioivever,  always  obliga- 
tory at  balk  given  at  Government  House.  Other  recreation 
is  afforded  by  two  small  circulating  libraries.  Three  news- 
papers— one  tri-weekly  and  two  bi-weekly — ara  publiBhed  in 
Paramaribo.  The  solitary  club  contains  reading,  billiard, 
smoking  rooms ;  and  at  the  small  theatre  amateur  perfoj 
ODces  are  occasionally  given  during  the  cooler  part  of 
year.  At  infrequent  intervals  a  strolling  company  of  pi 
sionals  amuses  the  easy-going  citizens. 

I  took  the  French  niall-steamer — which  comes  om 
month  from  Fort  de  France,  Martinique,  where  it  oouni 
wn'th  a  large  steamer  of  the  same  line  from  Saint  Ni 
France — to  Cayenne,  my  next  point  of  eall.  She  is  a 
fortahle  veosel,  of  fifteen  hnndred  tons  burden,  and  was  quite 
full  of  passengers.  The  following  morning  we  halted  just 
long  enough  to  leave  the  mail  at  the  small  and  rather  bare 
islands  of  Salut,  on  one  of  which  is  a  French  penal  settle- 
ment. We  hud  the  previous  afternoon  passed  the  mouth  of 
Ithe  Maroni  Iliver,  upon  which  are  several  other  penal  ael 
ments.  All  along  the  French  Guiana  coast,  in  the  nei^l 
hood  of  Cayenne,  are  clusters  of  small  islands,  most  of 
!  wooded,  and  many  of  them  inhabited.     About  ten  miles 

Cayenne  is  a  lighthouse  on  a  small  rock,  over  nearly  all 
I  which  the  eoa  washes.     From  here  the  Guiana  coast  apj 

l^^_     for  the  moat  part  low  and  covered  with  dense  for^t,  thoi 
^^^b  there  are  several  pretty  hillocks  and,  cast  of  the  cit^  of 
^^H   yenne,  several  ranges  of  hills,  or  mountains,  as  they  are  st^l 
^^*     here.     We  steam  slowly  throngh  a  great  swell  of  thick,  mi 
r  dy  water.     The  houses  of  the  city  of  Cayenne,  owing  to 

I  vegetation,  appear  indistinctly,  with  the  exception  of  the 

^H  yellowish-white,  three-story  barracks,  and  the  Roman  Qa\ 
^^B  lie  church.  As  we  apjiroach,  a  slight  eminence  apjMjaTS  at 
^^B    extreme  western  side,  where  is  an  old  fort,  at  present 
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mantled  and  used  as  a  cignalstation.  Wc  arri 
morning,  and  tlia  blaud  is  ctivered  wfitli  mist,  througU  which 
tlie  palme  looto  furth  in  eiwctral  manner.  To  the  left  of  the 
fort  we  saw  a  great  grovo  of  lofty  cabbage-pulins,  and  be- 
yond, and  in  nearly  tlio  center  of  the  city,  the  roof  and 
ttecple  of  the  largest  church  in  Cayenne.  Two  or  thrsA 
small  rivers,  emptying  into  the  sea  by  tlie  §ide  of  the  city, 
form  a  hroad  eetuarv,  where  lies  the  shipping.  At  this  point 
we  pass  a  low  earthwork,  mounting  a  few  guiiis ;  next,  a  short 
distanL'e  beyond,  another  and  similar  one,  a  little  higher  up; 
then  the  great  barracks,  and  now  we  aiiclior  near  a  French 
man-of-war,  throe  or  four  merchaiit-shijts,  and  a  few  gmaU. 
ships  and  lighters. 

I  land  on  a  long,  narrow,  Etone  jetty,  npon  which  ars' 

congregated  Eeveral  hundred  of  the  iuhabitante,  some  to  re*' 

eeive  tlieir  friends,  bat  more  loitering  about  from  mere  cnri* 

o«ty ;  for  the  arrival  of  the  monthly  I'rench  mail  is  a  great 

Lday  for  the  Cayennese.     Passing  an  open  tpace,  where  eoiM" 

bngc  niango-treea  stand,  I  walk  along  a  very  doflty  road 

■eroshed  bricks,  past  a  Tnagrtftln  general,  and  oa  to  the  castooH' 

lltouHe,  where  the  examination  is  very  curEory.     I  then 

Kiround  the  base  of  the  fort,  leaving  the  TrcHsuiy  on  tlie  left,'! 

ftnid  the  large  buildings  of  the  diiwrCion  du  pirrt  upon  thti 

Kriglit,  and  enter  the  liue  dn  Fort,  which  is  one  of  the  prim 

■pal  business  streets  of  Cayenne.     I  have  only  to  go  a  short' 

■distance,  to  obtain  a  room  in  a  honsti  on  one  side  of  ttUi 

i  itreet,  wliilo  I  arrange  to  take  my  nieali<  at  a  pention  npMf 

I   the  opposite  side.     With  tlie  exception  of  the  older  part, 

tlie  immediate  neigbl>orhood  of  the  hill  of  the  fortress,  CV] 

yenne  \a  laid  out  at  right  anglc#,  and  mostly  in  oblong  bloclcSi< 

It  liett  upon  a  level  plain,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  bl 

fifteen  fL*t  alK)vo  the  ocwiii.     The  hoii*eB  are  two  atone 

licight,  and  with  their  projecting  roofs,  balconies  and  do^ne^ 

I   windows,  make  a  verj- pretty  sight.   The  dwellings  of  the  best 

I  das8  are  of  atnccoej  brick  ^colored  pink,  white,  or  yellow. 

[  Sidewalks  are  few.     The  street-cleaning  brigade  consists  of 

I   Tnltnrea,  which  perform  a  likceurrice  for  so  many  tro*;ld»k 
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toftniri.  In  Cayeimi!  tliusc  uncouth  aii<l  uncanny  black  Gcar- 
eiigcrs  coiijrrcfiate  ami  rest  in  the  tops  of  a  great  palm-grove. 
Thi:  fity  is  tightcj  by  lamps  of  paraffiue-oil.  A  ftw  carriages 
ari3  to  be  (jbtaiiied  by  sending  word  far  in  advance  of  the 
ime  rei^uirfd.  The  streets  are  full  of  people  all  day,  saw 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  two,  when  business  is  sas- 
>ended,  t!ie  ^hops  are  closed,  and  the  people  devote  tbem- 
Bulves  to  breukfaat  and  the  a'nsta.  TJie  dress  of  the  Creole 
ipomen,  thouf^li  not  so  quaint  as  that  of  the  corresponding 
;la3a — the  middle  chiss — in  Dutch  Guiana,  is  not  inferior  to 
t  in  the  variety  and  brilliancy  of  color.  Their  gowns  are 
aln'ays  much  too  long  for  them,  and  are  constantly  being 
"fted  in  such  a  reckless  manner  as  to  expose  not  only  tlie 
ttle  fi?et  in  liigh-hueled  French  shoes,  but  also  entrancing 
jetiuiis  of  neatly  turned  and  naked  legs.  The  higher  clasEeSf 
liuwcver.  apjjear  in  white  stoetdngs;  the  lower  always  with 
feet.  v\  large  ?'reiic!i  garrison — one  eighth  of  the  entire 
hitiuu^a  stationed  ut  Cayenne;  and  jaunty  soldiers,  in 
lU^er;-,  bbie  coats,  yellow  epaulets,  aud  white  pitii 


PABAMARIBO  AXD   CAYEXNE.  391 

palm-trees,  Place  des  Palmistes,  or  "  Cabbage-palm  Square," 
as  it  is  locally  termed.  I  was  never  tired  of  walking  through 
the  giant  aisles,  or  admiring  them  from  a  distance,  whence 
they  resemble  half  a  dozen  of  the  great  palm  avenucB  in  the 
Botanical  Gardens  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  massed  together.  The 
trees  have,  of  course,  been  planted  in  this  order,  most  of 
them  more  than  a  century  ago.  When  one  of  them  dies — 
which  is  very  seldom — its  spot  is  at  once  replaced  l)y  another, 
though  necessarily  a  smaller  one.  These  splendid  palms  are 
about  five  hundred  in  number,  with  an  average  height  of 
eighty  feet.  They  are  placed  in  eight  rows,  about  twenty 
feet  apart,  and  perhaps  the  same  distance  from  each  other  in 
the  rows.  They  are  thus  sufficiently  near  to  produce  the 
effect  of  a  stately  Titanic  hall,  with  great  gray  pillars,  straight 
as  arrows,  supi>orting  a  roof  of  the  glossiest  of  beautiful  verd- 
ure. At  one  comer  of  this  magnificent  square  stands  that 
great  botanical  curiosity,  a  double  palm-tree,  which  the  citi- 
zens appreciate  so  highly  that  they  always  take  a  stranger  the 
first  thing  to  see  it.  It  is  still  a  young  tree,  though  nearly  as 
tall  as  the  others,  and  is  in  perfect  health.  The  trunk 
branches  about  twenty  feet  from  the  ground,  and  thence  two 
trunks  run  upward  until  they  terminate  in  two  perfect-shaped 
leafy  crowns.  At  one  corner  of  Cabbage-palm  Square  are 
the  buildings  of  thp  '*  gendarmerie,"  an  important  and  well- 
disciplined  service  in  Cayenne.  Xear  by  are  the  jail,  a  large 
military  hospital,  and  what  is  termed  tlie  college — a  sort  of 
high  school  for  Creole  citizens.  Occupying  an  entire  block, 
on  another  side  of  the  same  square,  are  the  "  Intendance"  or 
commissariat,  the  large  artillery  "  Caserne  "  or  barracks,  and 
the  Government  printing-office,  which,  besides  an  official 
newspaper  published  once  a  week,  issues  a  large  numlver  of 
valuable  pamphlets  relating  to  the  colony,  including  an  "  An- 
nuaire "  of  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  octavo  pages.  In 
front  of  the  latter  is  the  Place  d'Armes,  a  neatly  grassed 
parade-ground,  surrounded  by  rows  of  great  mango-trees. 
Directly  opposite  the  artillery  barracks  are  the  buildings  of 
the  "Hotel  du  Gouvemement"  and  the  "Maine"  or  towxi=- 
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liall.     Government  Honse  is  a  grent  square  two-and-a-lialf- 
Btory  edificG,  of  no  architectural  merit,  tliough  uf  a  character 
well  adapted  to  the  climate.     Set  apart  for  the  Governor's 
use,  however,  is  s  very  pretty  little  chalet,  aituatcd  near  the 
coufit,  about  six  culos  east  of  tlie  city.     A  semicircular  level 
epot  has  been  dug  from  the  side  of  a  hill,  from  which  the 
timber  has  been  cleared  for  a  little  distance,  and  npon  this 
pretty  brick  house,  of  &  single  story,  with  broad  veranda^' 
has  been  erected  iijKin  brick  pillars  eight  or  ten  feet  in 
height.     In  front  of  the  house  are  llower-beds  and  a  row  of 
oabba^-paltus.    Steps  lead  directly  down  to  the  rocky  beach. 
The  gpe.it  muddy  sea  stretchcB  before  you,  studded  w; 
throe  OP  fonr  thickly  wooded  islands.     A  strong,  cool 
vind  comes  in  from  the  soutlieast.     A  path  runs  up  the 
to  a  point  where  a  sumnier-house  has  Ik-cu  erected.    A  sema- 
phore signals  to  that  at  Cayenne.     Tiie  semaphore  at  the 
tatter  place  may  be  distinctly  seen,  between  the  bills  and 
over  the  woods,  away  to  the  west,  though  but  little  else 
the  city  appears,  twve  the  tops  of  the  lofty  paluiistes.     In 
turning  from  the  Governor's  seaside  retreat,  you  may,  if 
like,  take  a  look  at  one  of  the  many  convict  eetablishmeats 
of  tlie  colony — of  only  the  exterior,  however,  for  it  ix  not 
permitted  the  stranger  to  enter.     Here,  npon  the  islands  of 
Balut,  and  in   the  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Uaroi 
River,  is  said  to  be  a  total  of  iifteen  thousand  prisont 
These  are  kept  in  confinement.    About  a  thousand  odditiooi 
convicts  are  allowed  at  large,  but  are  not  permitted  to  leavi 
tlie  colony. 

The  same  steamer  which  brought  me  to  Cayenne  brolly 
also  a  general  of  the  Frencb  army,  who  had  been  sent  oi 
from  France  to  inspect  the  troops  stationed  here.  On 
late  afternoon  of  the  diiy  upon  which  we  arrived  r  revii 
and  a  brief  inspeeliou  were  held.  But  first  came  a  ltrv«9 
tlic  Goverument  Jinnee,  attende<l  by  all  the  officers  of 
post.  A  repment  of  iufentry,  a  small  battery  of  irtiUi 
haudfal  of  cavalrr,  half  a  dozen  buglers,  and  a  compaoy 
gcodarmenc,  all  cummanded  by  a  colonel,  are  located  at 
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jenne.  No  military  band  makes  music,  which  is  to  be  regret- 
ted, since,  to  say  the  least,  a  drum-major  is  a  desirable  adjunct 
to  a  parade.  The  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  the  street 
which  passes  by  the  great  square  of  cabbage-palms.  Then 
the  newly  arrived  general,  in  full  uniform,  his  breast  a  blaze 
of  stars,  crosses,  and  medals,  and  accompanied  by  a  brilliant 
staff,  walked  slowly  down  the  ranks  and  returned  at  the  rear. 
The  troops  then  formed  into  company  front,  and  passed  in 
review  before  the  general  and  stafiE,  who  stood  under  the 
giant  palms.  I  am  not,  of  course,  describing  anything  new 
in  the  matter  of  a  review,  but  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  and  associations  of  its  occurrence.  Fancy 
the  pageant  I  The  hour  was  near  sunset,  with  its  peculiar 
tropical  glow.  Above  our  heads  was  the  green  sea  of  verd- 
ure. The  red  road,  the  brilliant  and  varied  uniforms  of  the 
troops,  the  great  crowds  of  Creoles  and  people  of  every  tint 
from  white  to  black  looking  on,  the  spectacle  of  the  veteran 
general  with  his  staflE  of  young  officers,  the  stirring  march- 
music  of  the  buglers,  the  clatter  of  the  artillery,  the  rush  of 
tlie  cavalry,  and  all  about,  seen  through  the  columns  of  the 
great  natural  temple,  the  pink,  yellow,  and  white  walls,  and 
the  quaint  balconies,  windows,  and  roofs  of  the  city — such  a 
scene  was  certainly  a  remarkable  combination  of  the  works 
of  man  and  of  nature. 

From  Cayenne,  once  more  turning  my  head  to  the  north, 
I  went  in  the  French  mail-steamer  to  Port-of-Spain,  Trinidad, 
thence  to  take  a  steamboat  running  up  the  Orinoco  River. 
We  stopped  at  Paramaribo  for  seven  hours  and  at  George- 
town for  ten  hours,  and  then  headed  toward  the  northwest. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  we  were  crossing  the  great 
delta  of  the  Orinoco,  the  water  having  changed  from  a  light 
green  almost  to  a  black,  and  in  the  evening  the  large  British 
lelantl  of  Trinidad  was  sighted.  Shortly  after  we  entered 
the  (hilf  of  Paria— a  circular  body  of  water  between  Trini- 
dad and  the  mainland  of  Venezuela — by  the  comparatively 
narrow  channel  on  the  south  called  the  Serpent^s  Mouth; 
that  on  the  north  is  styled  the  Dragon's  Mouth*    Tlv&  "^^ 
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and  of  Trinidad  nins  to  three  quite  slmrp  points,  the  two 
western  ones  being  actually  peningulas.  In  tlie  bight  of  the 
southwestern  point  is  the  town  of  San  Fernando,  and  in  a 
similar  bight  of  the  northwestern  point  is  the  capital  of  the 
ishiTid,  Port- of-S pain.  Before  reaching  San  Fernando,  we 
pass  Point  La  Erea,  near  which  is  a  Bubmarine  spring  of 
petroleum,  and  iibout  a  mile  from  which,  on  the  island,  ia 
the  famous  Pitch  Lake.  Between  this  and  the  hills  of  the 
interior  lir[uid  asphaltum  is  fonnd,  and  at  two  other  spots 
near  the  coast  the  map  has  marked  upon  it  the  presence  of 
both  asphaitum  and  asphaltic  oil.  Then,  again,  about  ten 
miles  eiist  of  San  Fernando,  in  the  interior,  these  names  ap- 
pear once  more,  together  with  springs  of  petrolenni ;  while 
directly  i^outh  of  them,  and  near  the  southern  coast,  I  read 
the  words  "  usphaltic  cones."  I  do  not  find  the  presence  of 
asphaltnm  iudicated  anywhere  else  upon  the  island,  but  no- 
tice some  thfi-mal  springs  a  short  distance  north  of  San  Fei^ 
mdo. 

aru'bored  aliout  a  mile  from  Port-of -Spain.     The  isl- 
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full  of  splendid  oKl  trees,  and  with  a  fountain  at  one  end 
and  a  handsome  Catholic  church  at  the  other.  The  street 
on  the  north  side  contains  the  shipping-offices,  and  many  of 
the  largest  wholesale  and  retail  stores.  On  the  south  side 
the  names  of  hotels  and  clubs  indicate  the  presence  of  many 
Venezuelans,  and  an  extensive  business  with  their  country. 
The  sidewalks  of  this  boulevard  extend  in  the  form  of  arcades 
under  the  lower  storl^  of  the  houses.  I  next  pass  the  Treas- 
ury building,  and  soon  find,  opposite  the  poet-office,  a  new 
and  very  good  hotel. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 


TlilSIDAD    AND   VP   THE   OHKOOO. 


Poet-of-Spain  reminded  me  in  many  particulars  of  George- 
town,  Deinerara — naturally,  too,  eiiice  lK>tli  are  cities  of  Brit- 
ish colonies.  It  is  laid  out  at  right  auglee,  in  large  oblong 
blocks.  The  etreete  are  macadamized,  and  liave  gutters  of 
cut  stone,  in  which,  in  most  of  the  streets  I'xteading  north 
and  south,  is  runiiiDg  water.  There  are  always  sidewalks, 
sometimes  paved,  sometimes  "metaled,"  sometimes  covered 
with  asphalt  blocks.  The  hotises  are  built  of  brick,  wood,  or 
iron,  and  roofed  with  slate,  iron,  tilee,  or  shingles.    They  nnge 
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great  open  field  of  smooth  grass  which  extends  quite  away  to 
the  base  of  tlie  hills.  It  contains  many  large  and  splendid 
old  trees,  and  around  its  edges  a  race-course  and  grand  stand. 
Herds  of  feeding  cattle  give  a  pleasing  aspect  to  the  Savan- 
na, fieyond  it  are  a  very  fine  botanical  garden,  and  the 
Governor's  palace.  The  botanical  garden  is  especially  inter- 
esting and  worthy  of  a  visit  from  the  stranger.  Besides 
many  specimens  of  the  enormous  trees  peculiar  to  the  island 
— or,  more  exactly,  to  the  tropics  hereabout — are  splendid 
fiowers,  shrubs,  aquatic  plants,  also  fountains  and  neatly  kept 
paths.  On  the  way  back  to  the  hotel  you  will  notice  the 
plain  brick  building  of  Queen's  College,  standing  in  a  large 
inclosure.  This  is  intended  for  boys  under  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one. The  curriculum  comprises  the  English,  French,  and 
Spanish  languages,  classics,  mathematics,  and  chemistry.  It 
is  distinctly  stated  that  no  religious  instruction  is  given  in 
the  college.  The  charge  for  tuition  is  only  forty-five  dollars 
per  annum.  There  is  a  public  library  of  about  twelve  thousand 
volumes,  and  connected  with  it  a  reading-room  containing  a 
good  selection  of  English  periodicals  and  newspapers.  Sev- 
eral tri- weeklies  appear,  but  no  daily  newspapers  as  at  George- 
town. Iron  pillar  post-office  boxes  abound  in  the  streets,  and 
are  emptied  thrice  daily. 

I,  of  course,  visited  that  natural  phenomenon,  the  famous 
Pitch  Lake  of  La  Brea,  about  forty  miles  south  from  Port-of- 
Spain.  A  commodious  passenger-steamer  runs  there  two  or 
three  times  i>er  week.  Such  of  the  island  as  may  be  seen  on 
the  first  i)art  of  the  journey  is  low  and  swampy,  tlien  succeeds 
higher  ground,  covered  with  large  sugnr-cane  plantations, 
with  hills  and  woods  in  the  distant  background.  Our  first 
stop  is  at  San  Fernando,  the  second  town  of  the  island,  and 
very  curiously  situated  at  the  base  and  upon  the  flanks  of  a 
solitar}'  hill  rising  up  from  the  shore.  So  little  available 
simce  does  there  seem  to  be,  tliat  great  slices  have  been  cut 
from  the  hill  in  order  to  find  standing-room  for  the  houses. 
Near  the  landing  are  the  railway-station  and  several  large 
warehouses,  but  little  of  the  town  is  seen  from.  \i»t^^<^NRNSi?i^ 
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to  tlie  dcuse  vegetation.  We  go  on  for  an  hour  more,  ai 
then  drop  anelior  ofi  tho  poiut  of  La  Brea,  M-here  most  of 
tvniitiuiiig  jjaeeengcre  go  ashore  io  small  boate,  which  put 
to  the  Btwimcr,  The  latter  goes  on  to  a  village  called  C'ei 
two  houre  mure,  and  then  returns  to  La  Brea,  un  her  joun» 
baek  to  Port-of-Spaiu,  so  that  wo  curiosity-seekers  liave  ft 
or  five  hours  in  which  to  visit  and  insjiect  the  Pitch 
The  country  hereabout  ia  covered  with  forest,  wild  fii 
cane,  and  scrub.  Upon  the  point  of  La  Brea  are  a  small 
lagc  and  Bevt-ml  "  boiling-down  "  factories.  All  the  inlial 
ants  of  the  village  are  employed  in  cnlting  and  brining 
osjilialt  from  the  lake,  or  in  melting  it  and  packing  it  in 
rels  to  tranuport  to  New  York  and  Paris,  and,  in  fact,  all  o%-i 
the  world. 

We  land  upon  a  beach  covered  with  asphalt,  looking  Ul 
>me  great,  smooth,  dark  rock.    The  shore  all  along  is  pili 
with  great  lieajs  of  asphalt  blocks,     A  strong  but  not 
pleasant  smell  of  pitch  is  in  the  air.     The  buts  and  shops. 
very  miserable  looking.     They  stand  raised   upon  posts 
brick   or  stone,  to   insure  better  sanitary  results.     A 
twenty-five  feet  in  width,  with  gutters  at  each  side,  and 
whole  made  of  bitumen  blocka,  which  have,  in  process 
time,  become  one  8<.<lid,  smooth  mass,  runs  up  to  the  li 
about  one  nule  distant.     The  small,  two-wheeled  mole-carts, 
which  are  employed  to  bring  the  asphalt  down,  are  also  Dtilixed 
carry  people  up.     Sometimes  there  is  au  extra  animal 
ibably  a  horse — attached,  tandem  faeliion,  wliJch,  with 
litors  sitting  in  tlie  carts  on  ordinary  chairs,  makes  a  oarii 
icturc    Guides  are  taken  to  indicate  points  of  special  inl 
est,  and  explain  matters  generally.    The  road  makes  a  gradual 
though  continued  rise  to  the  lake,  which  does  not  lie  in  a 
great  depression,  hat  near  the  top  of  the  ridge,  with 
sides  sloping  away,  and  two  a  little  higher  than  the 
The  Pitch  Lake  is  a  gn.»t  Iiottomless  lied  of  asphaltttm, 
a  nulc  in  divncter.  hard  and  cold  on  its  borders,  bat  eoft 
hot  toward  the  middle.     Its  shores  are  fringed  with 
ecmb,  and  saxaD  trees,  and  its  surface  U  stndded  with 
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wooded  islands.  At  first  it  looks  like  any  woodland  lake, 
and  not  immediately  do  you  realize  that  it  is  pitch  and  not 
water.  But  the  illusion  is  soon  dispelled  by  the  color  and 
consistency  of  Uie  fluid.  You  see  before  you  great  masses  of 
rather  smooth  asphalt,  which  are  everywhere  separated  by 
streams  of  water,  some  a  foot  wide,  some  a  hundred  feet 
In  the  larger  water-courses  are  small  fish,  which  must  be  very 
warm-blooded  creatures,  and  do  not  object  to  a  little  sulphur 
and  bitumen.  In  examining  these  water-basins,  some  of  tliem 
a  few  inches  in  depth,  and  others  many  feet,  I  saw  that  they 
were  fissures  produced  by  the  pitch  oozing  from  different 
points,  and  therefore  failing  to  make  a  compact  mass.  The 
asphalt  is  black  and  brown,  hard  and  brittle,  and  full  of  longi- 
tudinal air-holes.  You  may,  however,  walk  about  the  sur- 
face, for  it  is  nearly  everywhere  strong  enough  to  bear  your 
weight.  The  ajsphalt  is  cut  out  with  pick-axes  in  square 
blocks,  and  may  be  kneaded  into  balls  like  putty.  It  con- 
tains, at  fir^^t,  a  strong  smell,  as  of  coal-gas,  but  neither  soils 
the  hands,  nor,  strange  to  relate,  leaves  any  odor.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  bitumen  everywhere  reminded  me  of  lava- 
flows  such  as  I  have  seen  on  Mount  Etna,  Sicily,  and  Kilau- 
ea,  Hawaiian  Islands.  A  hole  dug  by  the  men  one  day  is 
pretty  apt  to  be  filled  up  from  below  and  the  sides,  by  tlio 
following  day.  In  about  the  center  of  the  lake  the  asphalt 
may  bo  seen  boiling  and  mixed  with  steam  and  sulphur, 
which  gives  the  water  very  pretty  colors.  Little  pitch  vol- 
canoes thrust  themselves  up  about  two  feet  high,  in  whose 
centers,  about  sLx  inches  or  so  in  diameter,  the  pitch  is  in  a  fluid 
state,  sometimes  welling  up,  sometimes  overflowing.  The 
surface  in  the  neighborhood  is  like  treacle,  and  is  too  soft  to 
be  walked  upon.  Slight  explosions  of  gas  are  continually 
taking  i)lace,  accompanied  by  noxious  vapors  rising  from  the 
seething  mass.  The  Pitch  Lake  belongs  to  the  Government, 
aii<l  is  leased  to  various  companies.  At  the  time  of  my  visit 
two  ships  were  loading  the  asphalt  in  the  roadstead  of  La 
Brea.  I  reached  Port-of-Si)ain  in  the  evening,  having  made 
the  round  trip  in  about  twelve  hours. 
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Twice  a  month  a  line  of  eteamers  under  tlie  Venezniiliia 
flag,  though  owned  and  managed  by  Americans,  mua  s  ve* 
Bel  between  Port-of-Spain  and  Bolivar,  a  town  tliree  hao- 
dred  and  sixty  miles  np  the  Orinoco  River.  Theee  boats 
are  of  a  similar  model  to  those  in  nse  upon  the  Hudj^on  Riv^ 
and  Long  Island  Sound.  TLey  liave  two  de<ek3.  paddie- 
wheele,  draw  but  eight  feet  of  water,  and  range  from  three 
ia  six  hundred  tons  Irarden.  Then  there  are  other  steamers, 
plyingon  the  upper  Orinoco,  which  have  stem-wheels,  likeoor 
MiBsissippi  River  boats.  Though  outwardly  mygteamer  was 
like  those  of  North  America,  inside  the  arrangement  was 
very  different.  The  saloons  were  exceedingly  bare,  bmng 
fnmiehed  only  with  plain  deal  tables  and  benches,  and  with 
painted  canviLs  instead  of  earpcta  upon  the  deck.  The  state- 
rooms had  the  advantage  of  two  doors,  an  outer  and  an  inner 
one,  and  a  very  large  window,  thus  giving  free  access  to  the 
air.  Forward,  on  the  main-deck,  were  second-c'lass  passen- 
gers, and  aft,  cattle  and  merchandise.  The  eecond-claes 
leep  in  liammocks,  as  indeed  do  many  of  those  of 
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many  great  months  of  the  Orinoco,  styled  the  Macareo  River, 
which  was  at  first  al)Out  half  a  mile  in  width,  its  shores 
densely  covered  with  aqnatic  plants  and  forests.  Running 
nearly  parallel  to  this  river,  is  another  called  the  Cascuina. 
Both  are  navigable  for  steamers  drawing  less  than  ten  feet ; 
those  requiring  deeper  water  than  this  must  use  the  southern 
and  main  branch  of  the  Orinoco.  This  one  is  naturally 
always  preferred  by  ships.  The  water  of  the  river  is  a  thick 
yellow,  and  the  current  is  as  swift  as  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  As  we  went  on  all  day,  the  Macareo  narrowed  to 
about  one  hundred  feet,  but  was  very  deep.  The  banks 
appeared  quite  uninhabited,  until  we  reach^  the.  Orinoco 
proper.  First  we  passed  two  very  small  Indian  villages. 
The  houses  consisted  merely  of  grass  roofs  and  wooden  pil- 
lars, being  quite  open  on  all  sides,  and  disclosing  numbers  of 
hammocks  each  containing  a  nearly  nude  Indian.  Near  by 
were  fields  of  mandioc  and  bananas.  On  the  beach  small 
pirogues  were  drawn  up.  At  one  place  some  of  the  boys 
paddled  out  to  us,  and  in  wanton  sport  threw  on  board  many 
sticks  of  sugar-cane.  These  Indians  had  stout,  strong  bodies, 
and  broad  and  good-natured  physiognomies,  with  their  hair 
"  banged  "  across  the  forehead  and  left  long  at  the  sides. 

In  its  vast  size,  and  large  and  numerous  islands,  the  Ori- 
noco is  not  unlike  the  Amazon,  but  the  banks  difiPer  from  the 
Amazon's  chiefly  in  their  greater  profusion  of  lianas,  the  for- 
ests being  not  only  decked  but  half  covered  with  them. 
After  the  Indian  villages,  we  passed,  upon  the  Macareo,  long 
lines  of  widely  separated  mud  huts,  belonging  to  negroes  and 
low-class  Creoles.  All  these  people  wore  clothes,  had  a  vari- 
ety of  cooking-utensils,  and  better  dwellings  than  the  pure 
Indians.  Near  where  the  Macareo  enters  the  main  branch 
of  the  Orinoco  is  a  small  town  called  Barrancas — simply  two 
short  streets  of  dilapidated  mud  huts.  We  stopped  only  ten 
minutes  to  send  our  boat  ashore  with  the  mail,  and  to  bring 
on  board  two  or  three  passengers.  Some  very  lai^  islands 
invite  the  view  hereabout,  and  the  distant  ranges  of  the  Ima- 
taca  Mountains,  ridge  behind  ridge,  look  blue  and  pictaiv 
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c8i[ue.  The  ciiiTcnt  of  tbe  Orinoco  does  not  carry  down  the 
great  number  of  grassy  islands  and  tree-trunks  tliat  one  eees 
always  on  tlie  Amazon.  We  Btopped  again,  at  night,  at  a 
town  called  Las  Tablas,  situated  near  the  Caroni  River  np 
which,  or  rather  in  who&e  neighborhood,  some  hundred  odd 
miles  snath  of  the  Orinoco,  are  the  rich  quartz-gold-bearing 
reefs  of  Venezuela.  The  gold  from  this  region  is  shipped 
from  Las  Tablas,  and  gives  the  little  town,  which  is  stretched 
along  the  river-banks,  an  Importance  that  it  certainly  would 
not  otherwise  possess.  The  name  of  the  mine  is  El  Callao; 
the  ore  has  averaged  about  eighteen  dollars  per  ton,  and  the 
totiil  ainuunt  of  gold  remitted  iu  a  year  has  been  sixty  thou- 
sand ounces,  valued  at  about  one  milliou  dollars.  The  upper 
levels  arc,  bnwcver,  becuuiiug  exhausted,  and  hereafter  deejjer 
mining  will  be  undertaken.  "We  remained  at  Las  Tablas, 
but  a  short  (juartcr  of  an  hour,  and  pushed  on  for  Bolivar. 
A  fine  spectacle  at  night  were  the  many  great  prairie  tires, 
the  whole  sky  being  aglow  with  them.  A  certain  fire  would 
suddenly  aii]iu:ij-.  tiariiig  along  at  a  territie  rate,  with  a  blind- 
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was  but  a  little  lower  down.  The  banks  are  smooth  and  high 
above  the  river,  especially  in  the  dry  season,  when  the  Ori- 
noco falls  some  thirty  feet.  In  the  stream  were  anchored 
four  or  five  steamers,  mostly  small  and  of  light  draught,  with 
stem-wheels,  for  up-river  service.  There  were  also  the  New 
York  steamer,  one  from  La  Guayra,  the  principal  port  of  Ven- 
ezuela in  the  Caribbean,  and  four  or  five  small  ships.  The 
lower  Orinoco  appeared,  as  we  came  up,  to  be  as  bare  of  sailings 
vessels  and  canoes  as  its  banks  were  bare  of  villages.  The  river 
at  Bolivar  is  perhaps  half  a  mile  in  width.  On  the  first  street, 
that  facing  the  river,  are  the  shipping-offices,  the  custom- 
house, the  wholesale  warehouses,  many  of  the  finest  stores, 
and  the  best  hotels.  Water  is  pumped  from  the  Orinoco  and 
forced  into  mains  which  supply  the  city.  The  streets,  though 
paved,  are  grass-grown,  and  so  steep  that  no  carriages  can  be 
used,  and  they  are  even  dangerous  for  saddle-horses.  So 
much  of  a  climb  is  it  from  the  water's  edge  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  that  I  was  not  surprised,  though  much  amused,  to  find 
near  the  theatre  a  drinking-shop  called  "  El  Bespiroso  "  {mr 
glfCCy  a  breathing-spot).  A  pretty  little  park  contains  a  bronze 
statue  of  Bolivar,  raised  on  a  high  marble  pedestal.  It  is,  of 
course,  in  honor  of  the  great  Venezuelan  patriot  that  the  city 
has  been  named.  There  is  another  good  statue  in  Bolivar,  or, 
rather,  near  it.  In  ascending  the  Orinoco  you  may  see,  still 
a  long  way  oflF,  with  marine  glasses,  a  statue  reared  upon  a 
tall,  slender  spire,  inland,  behind  the  city,  to  the  south.  You 
naturally  marvel  at  its  singular  position,  and  none  the  less 
so  upon  walking  out  to  it.  Here  you  find  by  the  side  of  the 
road,  in  a  little  open  space  on  one  flank  of  which  is  a  line  of 
mud  hovels,  a  good  marble  bust  of  General  Guzman  Blanco, 
the  Venezuelan  patriot  and  President,  raised  about  fifty  feet 
from  the  ground,  upon  a  pedestal  of  brick  and  stucco.  The 
four  sides  of  the  substructure  contain  marble  tablets,  of  not 
very  good  workmanship.  The  atttitude  and  carving  of  the 
semi-statue  (for  it  is  more  than  a  bust,  showing  to  the  waist) 
are  very  creditable.  Owing  to  a  low  intervening  hill,  this 
figure  can  not  be  seen  from  the  city.    The  explanation  given 
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For  such  a  pccaliar  pofiltioii  is,  that  it  is  placed  in  a  district 
!  after  tiio  "  Llliistrious  Americau  Eegenerator."     It 
Doglit,  however,  to  be  placed  either  upon  tlie  gunimit  of 
eitj  hill,  in  the  opeu  square  near  the  theatre,  or  oIbb  eoi 
where  upon  the  river  eiuljankinent.     I  learned  that, 
I  stood  fourteen  yeara  in  ita  preseut  plucc,  it  was  al 
)  be  removed  to  the  front  of  the  cafitoin-house,  a  very  good 
md  appropriate  location. 

"a  returning  to  Porl-of -Spain,  we  had  a  full  list  of  firat- 
3  passengers,  among  them  a  lot  of  ladies,  moat  of  whom, 
B  noticed  also  upon  the  Auiozon  steamers,  appeared  to  be 
Q  shy  to  come  to  the  table,  and  kept  their  rooms  the  greater 
part  of  tlie  voyage,  altliough  there  was  no  motion  calculated 
to  produce  any  degree  of  sea-sickness.     The  mole  passengeiB 
spent  their  time  in  gambling  in  the  forward  cabin,  soi 
times  the  stakes  being  in  silver,  and  oceasionally  in  li 
gold  pieces.     The  favorite  game  appeared  to  be  vingt-H-\ 
This  gambling  continued  all  night,  and  greatly  annoyed 
passengers  as  had  rooms  near  the  forward  cabin.     Although 
the  inevitable  bar  was  on  board,  fortunately  there  were  not 
many  libations.     The  river  water  is  used  for  thirstrqoeni 
ing  parposes.     It  is  filtered  through  great  basins  of  a  vi 
coarse  sort  of  stone,  and  falls,  ijuito  clear,  into  a  large 
enware  jar.     In  going  down  the  river  wo  saw  many  birds — 
herons,  hawks,  geese,  and  several  others  of  which  I  do  not 
know  the  names.    We  i>assed  aI%ators  on  sandbanks,  and  a 
Lgreat  water-hog  swimming  tlie  river.     We  did  not 
■ocean  rough  in  crossing  to  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  and 
^Port-of-Spain  after  a  pleasant  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

THE  BIRTHPLACE  OF  BOLIVAB. 

A  FEW  days  later  I  left  for  La  Guayra,  Venezuela,  in  a 
steamer  of  about  two  thousand  tons  burden  and  belonging  to 
the  "  West  India  and  Pacific  Steamship  Company,"  of  Liver- 
pool, which  sends  out  two  steamers  per  month.  Though 
quite  dark,  we  steamed  safely  through  the  Dragon's  Mouth, 
the  navigable  channel  being  about  a  mile  in  width,  and  early 
on  the  following  morning  we  passed  the  small  and  low  Testi- 
gos  Islands  to  the  north,  with  the  large  Island  of  Margarita 
in  sight  upon  the  left,  or  toward  the  south.  Margarita,  with 
its  sharply  pinnacled  hills  and  its  irregular  coast-lines,  looked 
extremely  picturesque.  It  is  for  the  most  part  bare  of  vege- 
tation and  thinly  inhabited.  A  small  village  on  its  southern 
coast  is,  however,  the  center  of  an  extensive  fishing  industry. 
Toward  night  we  passed  quite  near  the  very  much  smaller 
Island  of  Tortiiga,  and  going  on  deck  at  daylight  saw  before 
us  the  northern  coast  of  Venezuela,  a  long  line  of  lofty  hills 
rising  steeply  from  the  water.  Their  crest  was  comparative- 
ly uniform,  but  their  flanks  were  much  diversified.  The 
hills  lower  down  were  of  a  rocky  character,  reddish  brown 
and  gray,  covered  with  huge  cacti.  Higher  up  they  were 
clothed  with  bright-green  scrub,  and  then,  on  to  their  tope, 
with  dwarfish  trees.  We  anchored  in  the  open  roadstead. 
The  shore  here  makes  nearly  half  a  circle,  so  there  is  consid- 
erable protection  for  shipping,  though  not  enough ;  and  a 
stone  mole  is  in  progress  of  construction,  which  will  trans- 
form the  roadstead  into  a  harbor.  A  tremendous  big  swell 
generally  rolls  into  the  roadstead  of  La  Guayra — I  know  of 
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but  twi  worse  aujwLcre :  MoUendo  in  sonthem  Pern,  and 
Vera  Cniz  in  Ttlesieo — and  it  is  frequently  bo  heavy  that  for 
Jays  liji^ether  uo  freight  can  Ije  Uudeci  or  embarked,  and 
pat^sengcrs  have  to  be  hoisted  on  board  the  eteamets  by  means 
of  chiiira  and  ropes.  To  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  an  Eng- 
lish company  is  now  engaged  in  building  a  breakwater  of 
solid  cement,  intended  to  he  about  tliree  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  length,  which  shall  make  a  quiet  haven — inclosing  an  area 
of  about  sixty  acres — for  vessels  of  the  heaviest  dranght. 
The  cost  of  this  structure,  as  ordered  by  the  Government,  it, 
to  be  three  million  dollars,  and  the  time  to  be  consumed  ia 
its  erection  five  years.  At  present  it  extends  bat  about  two 
hundred  feet  from  the  shore,  and  apparently  is  being  washed 
away  as  rapidly  as  it  is  constmcted.  The  hills  back  of  La 
Guayra  ar3  bo  steep  that  the  town  has  the  odd  appearance 
of  being  built  upon  the  sides  of  a  precipice.  The  scene,  how- 
ever, is  always  picturesque  and  interesting,  as  viewed  from 
a  distance  out  at  sea.  In  the  early  morning,  or  late  evening. 
the  upper  lillb  loiik  very  soft  and  green,  and  the  colors  of 
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fashionable  people  from  the  capital,  who  come  for  the  sea- 
bathing. General  Blanco  possesses  a  charming  yilla  there. 
You  may  reach  either  of  these  pretty  suburbs  by  carriage  as 
well  as  by  railway. 

The  appearance  of  La  Guayra  from  the  ocean  is  indeed 
odd.  It  reaches  along  the  shore  for  a  distance  of  a  mile  or 
more,  with  two  or  three  extensions  up  the  steep  hills  and 
valleys,  which  are  reddish  brown  in  color  and  perfectly  bar- 
ren,  but  for  a  few  cacti.  In  fact,  save  the  large  cocoanut- 
grove  at  Maiquetia,  no  vegetation  of  any  kind  is  in  sight,  ex- 
cept near  the  summits  of  the  range.  The  color  of  the  pre- 
cipitous heights  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  roofs  of  the  houses. 
Zigzag  paths  extend  up  the  hills,  but  the  buildings  run  only 
a  little  way.  Along  the  shore  there  is  generally  but  a  single 
row.  The  dwellings  of  the  negroes  are  little  miniature  huts, 
with  a  single  door  and  window.  The  houses  in  the  business 
quarter  are  two  and  tliree  stories  in  height.  The  streets, 
which  are  crooked  and  paved,  with  sidewalks  a  couple  of 
feet  in  width,  are  dimly  lighted  at  night  by  oil-lamps.  Upon 
a  prominent  knoll,  back  of  the  town,  is  a  fort,  though  it  is 
in  a  dilapidated  condition.  Not  far  from  this  is  a  small  bull- 
ring, which  is  only  occasionally  occupied  by  companies  from 
Spain  that  visit  in  turn  the  larger  towns  of  Venezuela. 
There  is  nothing  of  any  special  moment  to  be  seen  in  La 
Guayra ;  its  chief  interest  to  a  stranger  centers  in  its  extraor- 
dinary situation.  It  looks  as  if  it  might  slide  into  the  sea 
at  any  moment.  Though  it  is  a  very  hot  place,  it  is  regard- 
ed as  healthy.  But  its  only  excuse  for  existing  at  all,  is  that 
it  is  the  outlet,  the  seaport  of  the  city  of  Caracas,  which  is 
situated  but  nine  miles  inland  to  the  southward,  though  the 
railway  that  connects  the  two  has  to  make  a  journey  of  twen- 
ty-three miles  in  order  to  scale  the  mountains.  A  row  of 
about  a  mile  took  me  ashore,  and  landed  me  at  a  long  pier. 
In  going  from  tills  to  the  custom-house,  I  passed  a  little  park 
filled  with  flowers  and  dwarfish  trees.  It  was  surrounded  by 
a  neat  iron  fence,  and  in  its  center  was  a  very  spirited  bronze 
equestrian  statue  of  General  Guzman  Blanco,  raisied  \y^«^^ 
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white-marblo  pedestal,  on  the  BJdeB  of  wLich  ■were  emblem; 
ical  bronze  tablets.     At  each  corner  etoud  great  bronze 
deUbra.     TUia  etutue  wae  erected  in  ISSO,  &Dd  is  considei 
a  very  good  likeBeas  of  Blanco.     This  liltio  park  is  aleo 
eerving  of  mention,  as  contaiuing  aboot  all  the  trees  in 
Gnajra.    The  distance  from  La  Guajra  to  Caracas  is,  "  as  thi 
crow  flies,"  but  six  miles,  and  the  old  Spanish  mnle-trail 
crosscB  the  crest  of  the  mountains  at  an  elevation  of  six  tlioa- 
sand  feet.     It  is  said  tliat  abont  fifty  years  ago  an  Engli 
company  offered  to  excavate  a  tunnel  between  the  two  citit 
provided  the  Government  of  Venezuela  would  grant  to  thei 
forever  the  right  to  all  the  minenils  that  might  be  foui 
during  tiie  progress  of  the  wort.    The  offer  was  not  acce] 
ed,  however,  and  only  lately  a  concession  has  been  gninl 
to  an  American  company,  which  pro]>080B  to  bore  the 
subway,  with  the  intent  to  operate  a  railway  tlirough  it  b' 
means  of  ihe  cable-grip  and  stationary  engine  systejn. 

Tlio  railroad  which  runs  to  Caracas  was  built  by  an  Ei 
lish  company,  some  five  years  before  my  vi^it,  and  at  gi 
expense,  owing  to  the  number  of  cuts  and  tunnels,  and 
steepness  of  the  grade— which  is  about  three  and  a  half 
cent.  All  the  rohiug-stock  is  of  British  importation.  T^ 
passenger-trains  and  four  freight  or  '*  gooda  "  trains  are 
daily  each  way.  The  loconiotivcfi  are  sinall,  but  very  pow- 
erful. The  cars  are  small,  very  light,  of  two  classes,  tind 
with  scats  running  along  the  sides,  from  end  to  end.  A 
first-cla^s  poseenger-ticket  to  Caracas  costs  two  dollars  and  a 
half.  The  raUway  follows  the  old  coach-road,  which  is  now 
only  used  by  mule-troops.  The  cara  are  all  provided  with, 
stout,  patent  brakes,  worked  from  the  locomotive.  It  is 
there  has  not  been  an  accident  since  the  line  was  opent 
though  it  is  frequently  blocked  by  land  slides  and  by 
quantities  of  gravel  and  earth  washed  down  from  the  steep 
hills.  The  rains  are  very  heavy  and  of  long  duration.  Some- 
times the  railway  is  interrupted  for  days  at  a  time,  and  then 
the  only  communication  with  the  capital  is  by  the  steep  mnlo- 
path  over  the  mountains,  or  by  the  old  coach-road.     Tha 
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tridti  stopB  half  a  dozen  times,  generally  to  take  water  for  the 
locomotive.  There  are  no  villages  on  the  ronte,  and  the 
country  is  not  cultivated.  The  railway  is  a  very  remarkable 
feat  of  engineering,  reminding  me  of  several  in  Brazil, 
already  mentioned  in  these  pages.  It  is,  of  coarse,  a  narrow 
gauge,  which  admits  of  very  sharp  curves,  and,  in  fact,  there 
is  scarcely  in  the  whole  road  a  straight  stretch  of  five  him- 
dred  feet.  The  line  runs  far  to  the  westward,  winding  in 
and  out  of  the  valleys,  but  always  ascending  until  a  height  of 
about  three  thousand  feet  is  reached.  Here,  of  course,  the 
air  is  much  cooler,  and  wraps  are  in  request  The  views,  too, 
are  extensive  and  very  fine,  the  Caribbean  Sea  remaining  in 
sight  for  nearly  half  the  journey.  At  one  point,  called  Zig- 
zag, three  sections  of  the  road  are  in  view  at  one  and  the 
same  time.  Soon  after,  it  turns  to  the  interior  and  south, 
and  follows  along  the  precipitous  side  of  a  grand  valley,  fully 
a  thousand  feet  above  its  bed.  We  pass  through  a  great 
many  rock-cuttings  and  several  tunnels.  Some  of  the  views 
directly  below  the  road  would  prove  rather  startling  to  a 
nervous  person.  As  we  near  Caracas,  the  country  becomes 
cultivated  and  somewhat  inhabited,  though  the  train  glides  into 
a  fine  station  at  its  western  side  before  you  are  aware  of  the 
proximity  of  a  city,  so  littie  of  it  can  be  seen  by  this  entrance. 
Caracas  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a  beautiful  valley,  two  or 
three  miles  in  widti),  and  perliaps  fifteen  in  length,  closed  in 
by  mountains  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  feet  high.  Though 
comparatively  level,  there  is  an  even  but  decided  slope  from 
the  north  to  the  south.  This  promotes  a  sanitary  drainage. 
The  mountain-ranges  are  rough,  and  covered  with  bright- 
green  grass  below.  Above,  you  see  only  dark-green  trees. 
Beyond  the  city,  both  east  and  west,  are  level  fields  planted 
with  sugar-cane,  vegetables,  coffee,  and  fruits.  At  the  east- 
ern side  is  a  large  and  dense  wood.  Caracas  is  laid  out  at 
right  angles.  The  general  appearance  of  the  city,  from  the 
surrounding  hills,  is  monotonous,  the  universal  level  being 
broken  only  by  the  outlines  of  half  a  dozen  churches,  and 
the  roof  of  the  opera-house.    The  houses,  built  of  mud  or 
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brick,  with  peaked  tile-roofs,  are  mostlj  but  one  story  in- 
height.  The  streets  are  narrow,  never  (with  one  exccptioB) 
more  than  fifteen  feet  in  width,  thongb  all  are  paved  with 
cobble-stones,  and  kept  unusually  clean.  The  sidewalks  ara 
capitally  made  of  Portland  cement.  The  naming  of  the 
streets  in  Caracas  is  unique,  reminding  me  ramewhat  of  tlie 
method  employed  in  Buenos  Ayres,  though,  when  once  com- 
prehended, the  process  here  employed  is  much  lees  confusing 
than  there.  Two  streets  intersect  at  right  angles,  j\tst  about 
the  center  of  the  city,  at  one  comer  of  the  PUza  Bolivar,  the 
best  square.  These  streets  extend  toward  the  four  cardinal 
)Kiints.  Starting  from  the  comer  of  the  Piaza  Bolivar,  tliey 
are  designated  as  Xorth,  East,  South,  and  "West  Aveaneg. 
Then  the  streets  running  north  from  the  East  Avenue  are 
called  North  First,  North  Third,  Nortli  Fifth,  etc.;  and 
those  running  north  from  the  West  Avenue  are  called  North 
Second,  North  Fourth,  North  Sixth,  etc.  A  similar  nomen- 
clature is  given  to  streets  ninning  south  from  East  and  West 
Avennea,  as  South  First,  South  Third,  South  Fifth;  South 
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promise  between  French  and  Spanish  cookery.  Ketail  stores 
are  numerous  and  various,  and  a  goodly  number  of  foreign 
firms— chiefly  of  German  and  English  nationality — appear  to 
flourish.  The  dwellings  are  not  particularly  handsome,  either 
inside  or  out.  They  generally  have,  facing  the  street,  a  large 
door  and  a  large  window,  the  latter  always  heavily  barred 
with  iron  and  with  interior  shutters,  which  are  opened  to  let 
the  female  members  of  the  household  peep  through  wire  or 
wooden  gratings. 

About  the  center  of  the  western  extremity  of  the  city, 
the  top  of  the  steep  spur  of  a  chain  of  hills  has  been  leveled, 
and  its  sides  terraced  in  order  to  make  a  park  called  the 
Paseo  Guzman  Blanco,  whence  the  finest  view  of  CSaracas  and 
its  valley  and  surrounding  mountains  may  be  obtained.  The 
summit  of  this  hill  Is  perhaps  five  hundred  feet  above  the 
city.  A  good  carriage-road  turns  and  winds,  doubles  and 
zigzags,  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  At  the  base  an  enor- 
mous semicircle  of  stone  steps  leads  to  a  foot-path  which  con- 
tinues to  the  top.  Beautiful  and  rare  plants  and  flowers  are 
everywhere  set  out.  You  pass  fountains  and  pavilions,  cages 
of  animals  and  birds,  and  find  a  very  pretty  flower-garden 
upon  the  summit.  Here  stands  a  colossal  bronze  statue  of 
Guzman  Blanco,  reared  upon  a  red  and  yellow  sandstone 
base,  which  itself  stands  upon  a  huge  brick  foundation  of 
three  terraces.  Around  this  you  walk,  by  a  gradually  in- 
clined plane,  on  and  upward  to  the  statue.  The  railing  which 
bounds  this  mammoth  foundation  is  made  of  old  musket-barrels 
and  cannon-balls.  The  position  of  the  statue  is  so  prominent 
as  to  be  seen  from  any  part  of  the  city,  and,  I  had  almost 
said,  valley.  The  wonders  which  the  genius  of  man  has 
worked  upon  this  rough  and  forbidding  eminence  called  forci- 
bly to  mind  a  similar  work  effected  with  the  pyramidal  hill  of 
Santa  Lucia  at  Santiago,  Chili.  A  little  farther  to  the  west- 
ward is  the  distributing  reservoir,  the  water  used  by  Caracas 
coming  in  an  oi)en  aqueduct,  from  a  river  eighteen  miles 
distant.  Large  iron-pipes  conduct  the  water  through  the 
city.     From  the  Paseo  Guzman  Blanco  I  went  to  the  public 
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market,  situated  near  the  center  of  the  city,  and  occapylng 
nearly  an  entire  square.  T!ie  bnildings  formed  a  qnadrangle, 
"nhich  was  Diiwtly  used  by  dealers  in  knickknacks  and  by 
Email  res  tail  rate  lire.  Great,  iron-roofed  eheds  in  the  conrt- 
yard  contained  tlie  fmits,  meats,  and  vegetables.  A  profnse 
eupply  of  all  of  these  was  on  hand,  and  the  variety  of  fruits 
and  vegetiibles —coming  as  they  did  from  both  tropic  and 
tempenite  zones^trnly  astonished  me.  Opposite  the  market 
is  a  pretty  little  sfjuare,  fall  of  trees  and  flowers,  and  con- 
taining a  bronze  statue  of  the  man  who  was  at  otice  the  father 
of  General  Elanco  and  the  editor  of  an  influential  Caracas 
newspaiicr.  An  interesting  curiosity,  in  the  sliape  of  a  email 
stone  sun-dial,  made  and  used  by  Alexander  von  Humboldt 
during  his  visit  to  Caracas  in  January,  ISOO,  is  now  affixed  to 
one  of  the  corner-[)osts  of  the  railing  which  surronnda  this 
park.  From  hero  I  visited  the  Plaza  Bolivar,  close  at  hand. 
It  also  ia  a  pretty  little  square,  surrounded  by  a  neat  iron  fence^ 
and  eontitiuing  graceful  bronze  candelabra  for  gas.  In  the 
center  of  the  garden  stands  the  finest  statue  in  Caracas,  that  of 
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The  university  occupies  nearly  all  of  a  large  square.  Its 
facade  is  of  the  Gothic  order,  with  stained-glass  windows. 
There  are  two  courts,  one  beyond  the  other,  filled  with  shrubs 
and  beautiful  flowers.  The  first  contains  a  bronze  statue  of 
Dr.  Vargas,  who  bequeathed  to  the  university  a  small  library 
and  a  very  good  museum  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  rep- 
resenting the  three  kingdoms  of  nature.  The  second  court 
contains  the  bronze  statue  of  a  famous  citizen,  named  Cajegal, 
who  was  the  founder  of  mathematical  studies  in  Venezuela. 
Passing  throagh  this  coart-yard,  you  come  out  upon  a  broad 
stone  platform,  adjoining  another  street,  and  containing  a  life- 
size  bronze  statue  of  Bolivar.  The  University  Library  is 
used  by  the  public.  It  is  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  about 
thirty  thousand  volumes.  In  front  of  the  university,  and 
occupying  an  entire  square,  are  the  Halls  of  Congress,  the 
Federal  Palace,  the  Federal  Courts,  and  the  Government 
ofiices.  This  huge  quadrangular  building  is  surrounded  on 
three  sides  by  wide  avenues  containing  double  rows  of  trees, 
something  after  the  style  of  the  Paris  boulevards.  The  build- 
ing, though  only  a  single  story  in  height,  and  constructed  of 
brick  and  stucco,  is  quite  imposing.  The  interior  is  laid  out 
in  a  pretty  garden,  with  a  fine  large  bronze  fountain  in  the 
center.  A  carriage-road,  having  great  bronze  gateways,  passes 
through,  from  street  to  street.  The  space  between  the  uni- 
versity and  the  Halls  of  Congress  is  termed  the  Plaza  Guz- 
man Blanco,  from  a  handsome  bronze  equestrian  image  of  the 
general  standing  in  its  center.  Near  the  statue  are  two  enor- 
mous bronze  cannon,  made  in  Seville,  and  captured  from  the 
Spaniards  during  the  War  of  Independence.  The  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  the  Senate  and  the  Deputies,  are  exceedingly 
plain,  fitted  with  mahogany  tribunes,  and  chairs  with  broad 
arms  to  be  used  in  place  of  desks.  A  few  paintings  of  Boli- 
var* and  Blanco  alone  relieved  the  staring  white  of  the  walls. 
Directly  opposite  these  two  legislative  halls  is  the  Federal  Pal- 
ace, a  sort  of  large  reception-room,  of  elliptical  form,  occasion- 
ally used  for  state  balls,  with  a  laid-wood  floor  of  neat  pattern, 
and  furnished  with  chairs  and  sofas  covered  with  red,  yellow, 
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anil  bhie  figured  satin.  The  windows  liave  Iianginj^  of  red 
and  yellow  silk,  and  bear  the  coat-of-annB  of  Venezuela,  bean- 
tifully  embroidered  in  a  variety  of  gay  colors.  Bat  the  most 
interesting  thing  about  this  room  is  a  collection  of  painted 
portraits  of  abont  fifty  men  famous  in  Venezuelan  histon^. 
These  date  from  liu'ivar  and  the  War  of  Independence,  down 
to  the  present  day  and  Guzman  Blanco ;  and  though  most  of 
tliein  represent  miUtary  heroes,  yet  they  also  include  states- 
men and  men  of  science  and  lettera.  It  is  a  most  interesting 
and  valuable  portrait  gallerj',  of  which  all  Venezuelans 
should  be  especially  prond.  The  opera-house — called  the 
Teatro  Guzman  Blanco — is  only  two  squares  distant  from  the 
Halls  of  Congress.  This  modem  bnilding  is,  like  the  Federal 
Palace,  elliptical  in  shape,  with  a  portico  and  stained-glass 
windows.  It  has  three  galleries  and  a  parquette,  and  will 
seat  altogether  about  twenty-five  hundred  people.  The  bos 
of  the  President  i*  in  the  center  of  the  dress-circle.  A  hand- 
some crystal  ehandelier  depends  from  the  middle  of  the  roof. 
The  Imnse  is   ilhiniiiied  by  electric  lights.     Paintings  of  fa- 
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The  Panteon  Nacional  of  Caracas — a  eort  of  Venezuelan 
Westminster  Abbey — is  a  large  church  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  city,  once  old  and  dilapidated,  but  now  reconstructed 
and  put  in  good  order  for  use  as  a  National  Mausoleum.  In 
the  part  usually  reserved  for  a  high  altar  in  a  Catholic  church 
lie  the  remains  of  Simon  Bolivar,  under  a  splendid  white- 
marble  cenotaph  embracing  a  life-size  statue  of  the  general 
and  libertador  (liberator),  flanked  by  large  emblematic  fig- 
ures, and  supplemented  by  allegorical  tablets.  The  front  of 
the  monument  is  almost  covered  with  wreaths  of  artificial 
flowers,  which  produce  a  pretty  effect.  The  walls  contain 
slabs  of  alabaster  and  marble  engraved  with  coatsof-arms  of 
illustrious  Venezuelans,  and  selections  from  the  sayings  and 
writings  of  Bolivar.  Above  the  cenotaph  is  a  splendid  crys- 
tal chandelier  holding  hundreds  of  candles,  and  two  huge 
candelabra  stand  at  the  sides.  On  either  hand  are  large 
book-cases  containing  collections  of  books  and  periodicals  in 
all  languages,  referring  to  the  life  and  career  of  Simon  Boli- 
var The  Venezuelans  cherish  most  fondly  everything  con- 
nected with  the  name  and  fame  of  that  celebrated  man.  I 
went  into  a  store  one  morning  and  saw,  above  an  inner  door, 
a  marble  slab  let  into  the  wall,  which  informed  me  that  in 
that  house  was  born  the  Liberator  of  Venezuela,  in  1783. 
What  is  termed  the  National  Museum  is  simply  a  collection 
of  Bolivar  relics,  paintings,  statues,  and  rich  gift-offerings  of 
various  towns  and  individuals,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Bolivar 
centennial,  which  are  preserved  in  two  small  rooms  in.  tlv^ 
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same  Ijiiiliiing  wlicrein  is  tlie  Venezuelan  Academy.  In  refer- 
ence to  tiie  Acadeniy  I  niiglit  mention  that  its  meetings  are 
held  in  a  handsomely  frescoed  room,  in  the  center  of  which 
is  a  large  uval  table,  perhaps  twenty  feet  in  length  and  five 
in  width.  Around  this  eit  the  sixteen  membere  of  the  Acad- 
emy, in  great,  high-baeked  (.-hairs.  This  table,  covered  with 
green  baize  iu  tJie  center,  has  a  deep  border  of  inlaid  woods, 
the  dark  coeoaiiut  being  especially  prominent,  while  the  re- 
mainder ia  made  of  fragrant  cedar.  A  neighboring  room 
contains  a  small  but  valuable  library  on  general  philology, 
and  works  on  the  Spanish  language. 

The  Caracas  ladies  are  dark,  but  many  of  them  very 
beautiful,  with  velvety  skin,  luxuriant,  coal-black  hair,  and 
wondei-fnl  Hashing  eyes,  which  they  well  know  how  to  use  to 
the  utter  destnictiun  of  a  young  man's  peace  of  mind.  In 
tlie  streets  they  wear  both  black  and  Lght-colored  dresses. 
The  black  dresses,  with  the  lace-fringed  black  mantle,  seem 
to  best  become  tbeir  style  of  beauty.  They  never  wear 
hats  in  the  street,  ;iik1  rarely  boots,  but,  instead,  high-heeled 
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Caracas  been  Blancoized.  Three  statues  to  him  in  Caracas, 
and  many  others  in  diflferent  cities  of  the  republic,  erected 
during  his  lifetime,  attest  the  gratitude  of  an  appreciative 
nation.  It  certainly  can  not  be  said  that  Blanco  himself  was 
ungenerous  or  narrow-minded,  for  he  has  erected  many  stat- 
ues in  Caracas  to  famous  Venezuelans,  and  also  a  statue  to 
one  not  a  Venezuelan — George  Washington.  A  few  months 
before  my  arrival  at  Caracas,  General  Blanco,  who  had  been 
representing  his  country  in  England  and  France  for  the  pre- 
vious two  years,  returned  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Presi- 
dent, an  oflSce  to  which  he  had  been  elected  for  the  third 
time.  He  came  from  France  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  and 
was  welcomed  back  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner,  the 
people  taking  a  three  days'  holiday,  during  which  festivities 
of  various  kinds — such  as  processions,  receptions,  banquets, 
bull-fights,  illuminations,  and  a  solenm  Te  Deum  sung  in  the 
cathedral — ^followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession.  The 
oflScials  issued  laudatory  and  QoxignAxXditory pronunciamientoa^ 
while  the  newspapers  echoed  the  popular  joy  and  patriotic 
feeling  in  the  most  extraordinary  outbursts  of  rhetoric 
There  was  scarcely  a  house  in  the  city  but  displayed  the 
Venezuelan  tricolor — red,  blue,  and  yellow.  Rows  of  gas- 
jets  were  arranged  in  most  of  the  parks,  banners  marked 
"  Peace  "  were  everywhere  displayed  on  tall  staflfs,  while  the 
street  through  which  General  Blanco  passed  to  his  house 
w^as  ornamented  with  several  triumphant  arches.  The  great 
quantity  of  bunting,  everywhere  displayed,  gave  the  city  a 
very  gay  and  animated  appearance,  as  did  the  colored  lan- 
terns, which  were  suspended  between  the  trees  and  the  stat- 
ues in  the  plazas,  decorated  with  beautiful  flowers  and  ever- 
greens. The  people,  in  holiday  attire,  restlessly  paraded  the 
streets,  quite  beside  themselves  with  excitement  and  joy. 
Fire- works  were  continuously  set  oflf,  by  day  as  well  as  night. 
Two  trains  of  prominent  oflScials,  inclading  the  acting  Presi- 
dent, the  archbishop,  and  the  diplomatic  corps,  went  down 
to  La  Guayra  to  receive  the  "  Illustrious  American,"  as  his 
countrymen  love  to  style  General  Blanco,  and  to  escort  him 
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Up  to  the  ciipital.  Many  of  the  newspapere  e^me  ont  in 
(lonhle  imiuht-'re,  on  tinted  paper,  with  covers  and  illui^fra- 
lionB  -whylly  devoted  to  eulogies  of  Guzman  Blaueo.  Sev- 
eral of  the  ordinary  uewspapera  were  issued  gratis.  General 
Blanco  was  welcomed  at  La  Guayra  with  glowing  speeches 
and  itirfpiritinji  musio,  and  being  escorted  to  t!ie  capital  was 
receivfd  with  the  wildest  enthusiasm  Ly  the  citizeoa,  nearly- 
all  nf  whom  seemed  to  be  in  the  streets.  The  general  was 
attended  to  his  house  amid  a  salute  of  artillery,  ringing  of 
chiircli  bells,  the  music  of  mihtary  bands,  fire-works  burstiog 
in  air,  and  vociferous  cheering  by  the  populace.  Besides  the 
popular  amusements  above  catalogued,  might  be  mentioned 
bull-racing  in  the  principal  streets,  a  banquet  for  the  people 
in  the  public  market-place,  and  a  gala  concert  by  the  faniom 
pianist,  Terct-ina  Carrefio,  a  native  of  Caracas,  and  a  lady 
who  lias  often  been  lieani  in  Now  York,  and  always  with  in- 
terest and  delight.  Finally,  the  Venezuelan  Academy,  of 
which  Gii/iuau  Ulaueo  is  the  president,  celebrated  what  it 
wa.'!  plciued  tu  term  a  "solemn  session."     The  career  of  a 
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after  a  protracted  and  bloody  straggle,  to  sue  for  peace,  he 
was  intrusted,  with  \ns  friend  and  former  chief,  General  Fal- 
con, with  the  reorganization  of  the  republic.  Blanco  became 
Vice-President.  He  was,  at  the  same  time,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  went  to  London  to  negotiate  a  loan.  On  his 
return,  he  was,  for  a  short  time,  in  charge  of  the  executive, 
and  afterward  was  elected  President  of  Congress.  In  1868 
another  revolution  overthrew  the  existing  government.  But 
the  triumph  of  the  Liberal  party  was  soon  followed  by  a 
state  of  complete  anarchy  and  disturbance.  General  Blanco 
was  invited  to  take  command  and  restore  public  order. 
Within  seventy  days  the  campaign  was  at  an  end,  and  Blanco 
entered  Caracas  in  triumph,  at  the  head  of  eight  thousand 
soldiers.  He  became  provisional  President,  with  extraordi- 
nary powers,  and  ruled  the  country  for  four  years  as  a  dic- 
tator. 

Though  invested  with  absolute  power,  he  did  not  abuse 
the  trust,  but  devoted  his  energies  to  the  reorganization  of 
the  nation,  and  to  leading  it  into  the  paths  of  peace  and 
progress.  His  first  care  was  to  provide  public  instruction, 
which  had  been  almost  abandoned.  During  his  term  of 
office  he  doubled  the  number  of  primary  government  schools 
and  scholars,  and  established  six  normal  institutions,  and 
about  twenty  national  colleges.  In  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  as  regards  the  development  of  the  country,  what- 
ever there  was  in  Venezuela  in  1877  was  due  to  the  energy  of 
President  Guzman  Blanco.  Large  sums  were  spent  on  rail- 
ways, roads,  bridges,  telegraphs,  and  city  improvements. 
Equal  success  attended  his  efforts  in  reorganizing  the  national 
finances.  The  revenue,  which  formerly  was  not  sufficient  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  the  public  employes,  soon  increased  under 
his  administration,  so  as  to  be  not  only  sufficient  to  meet  the 
current  ex{x^nses,  and  provide  the  millions  sfuit  on  public 
works,  but  also  to  re-establish  public  credit  in  the  interior, 
and  to  leave  a  surplus  in  the  national  treasury.  Nor  were 
other  branches  of  administration  disregarded.  The  civil, 
military,  and  penal  codes  were  revised,  and  the  best  and 
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most  moilern  provisions  were  incorporated  into  them.  His 
lirofiidential  period  having  been  completed,  General  Blanco 
banded  over  the  administration  to  his  sueceseor,  and,  leaving 
everj'tliing  in  order,  went  once  more  to  Europe.  Bat  soon 
reactionary  movements  began.  The  people  rose  en  masse 
and  invoked  the  aid  of  Guzman  Blanco,  who,  thus  called 
upon  liy  his  fellow-citizL'ns,  returned  at  once  to  bia  coontiy, 
and  immediately  succeeded  in  restoring  order.  He  was  again 
elected  President,  and  directed  the  Government  of  Venezuela 
from  ISSO  to  1954.  This  second  constitutional  period  having 
corae  to  an  end,  lie  was  again  returned  to  Europe  as  amliasea- 
dur  to  France  and  England. 

The  second  term  of  office  was  no  less  fruitful  of  benefi- 
cent results  than  his  first.  He  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  holders  of  the  national  debt  whereby  an  interest  of  three 
jjcr  cent  aimually  was  secured  to  them.  This  has  regularly 
been  paid  ever  since.  The  boundaries  of  the  republic  were 
dutiued  in  all  their  extension,  and  an  immen^  territory  in 
thu  valluj  of  thi:  ArmiKon,  which  had  been  n<^lected  by  pre- 
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the  treasury.  Peace  was  steadily  maintained.  The  Consti- 
tution was  revised,  and  more  liberal  statutes  adopted.  The 
presidential  period  was  reduced,  and  a  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration was  constituted,  without  the  consent  of  which  the  ex- 
ecutive power  can  not  act. 

In  1886  Guzman  Blanco  again  assumed  the  presidency, 
and  in  1888  he  returned  once  more  to  Europe  as  minister 
plenipotentiary,  where  he  now  represents  his  country  with 
dignity  "near  the  Governments"  of  France  and  England. 
Such,  in  brief,  are  the  chief  events  in  the  career  of  this  ex- 
traordinary man.  In  view  of  all  that  he  has  done  for  his 
country,  working  under  so  many  difficulties,  General  Guz- 
man Blanco  well  deserves  to  be  considered  a  statesman  of 
high  order,  and  to  enjoy  the  title  of  "  Illustrious  American  " 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  grateful  countrymen.  His  energy, 
his  influence,  his  wisdom,  and  his  works  are  apparent  in 
every  town,  on  every  road  throughout  the  land.  He  is  the 
only  ruler  of  the  country  who  has  done  much  to  develop  it 
And  Venezuela  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most  enlightened 
countries  of  South  America.  There  is,  in  fact,  everything 
to  make  a  prosperous  country,  except  population.  There  are 
only  two  million  inhabitants  in  a  country  more  than  twice  as 
large  as  France.  All  climates  exist  there,  so  that  wheat,  as 
well  as  coflfee  may  be  raised.  The  country  is  ripe  for  devel- 
opment as  soon  as  railroads  and  other  facilities  induce  immi- 
gration. Guzman  Blanco  is  enormously  rich.  He  owns  sev- 
eral entire  provinces.  Besides  his  town-house,  in  the  capital, 
he  possesses  a  magnificent  country-seat,  up  the  valley  from 
Caracas,  about  an  hour's  drive,  and  reached  also  by  rail  The 
"season"  in  Caracas  used  to  be  whenever  Blanco  was  in 
town,  and  terminated  when  he  left.  Madame  Guzman 
Blanco  is  a  remarkably  handsome  woman,  and  is,  moreover, 
very  amiable  and  charitable. 

From  La  Guayra  I  wished  to  visit  the  only  remaining 
South  American  country — the  United  States  of  Colombia — 
yet  unseen.  So  I  took  a  steamer  of  the  West  India  and 
Pacific  Company,  which  called  first  at  Puerto  Cabello,  in  Yen- 
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eziic-la,  and  next  at  Curasao,  tlie  largest  of  the  Dnteh  "Wert 
India  Islands,  lying  about  eeveoty-five  miles  frona  the  Span- 
ish Main,  Tliea,  rounding  Point  Gallicas,  the  most  north- 
erly land  of  South  Ameriea,  we  headed  directly  for  Sava- 
nilla,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Magdalena,  which  river  I  expected 
to  iifiteiid  on  my  way  to  the  capital,  Santa  Fe  de  Bt^ota. 
Puerto  Cahello  lies  u^Kjn  a  long,  narrow,  low  peninsula,  set- 
ting out  to  the  northward  from  the  base  of  the  same  range 
of  muuntaina  which  back  La  Guayra.  The  position  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  town  are  very  picturesque.  The  roadstead 
is  of  eruscent  shape,  with  a  fine  sandy  beach,  and  groves  of 
cocoa-pahns  iu  the  distance.  To  the  east  of  tlie  town  is  an 
e.\tensiye  and  deep  liiguon,  into  which  large  steamers  may  en- 
ter, and  lie  nnugly  at  the  wharves.  The  town  reaches  directly 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  In  the  interior,  about  twenty 
miles  southeast  of  Puerto  Cabello,  is  the  important  city  of 
Valencia,  formerly  connected  with  its  seaport  by  diligence, 
but  to  which  a  railway  is  now  completed.  After  a  little 
niiji't;  than  a  day  in  Puerto  Cabello,  we  left  for  Curasao  at 
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windows,  quaint  little  towers,  steep-pitcbed  roofs,  and  bouses 
witb  gable-ends  facing  tbe  streets,  again  vividly  recall  Hol- 
land. Tbe  entrance  to  tbe  commodious  and  deep  barbor 
is  not  more  tban  tbree  bundred  feet  in  widtb.  Tbe  fortresses 
on  cacb  band  mount  guns  of  but  sligbt  caliber,  and  seem 
mucb  dilapidated.  Around  tbe  barbor  proper  are  tbe  great 
warebouses,  wbile  about  a  large  arm  of  it  are  most  of  tbe 
residences.  In  tbe  barbor  were  a  number  of  steamers,  a  few 
sbips,  two  men-of-war,  and  a  small  fleet  of  scbooners,  wbicb 
ply  between  Curasao  and  tbe  Spanisb  Main.  Diminutive 
flat-bottomed  boats  were  continually  ferrying  people  across. 

Tbe  streets  of  tbe  city  are  narrow,  and  paved  witb  little 
blocks  of  stone.  Tbe  sbort  cross-streets  are  only  four  or  flve 
feet  in  widtb.  Thougb  tbe  beat  is  great,  and  rain  scarcely 
ever  falls,  a  fresb  breeze  always  blows  from  tbe  nortb  or 
soutbeast,  and  tbe  island  is  said  to  be  remarkably  bealtby  as 
a  residence  for  foreigners.  Tbe  population  of  Willemstad  is 
about. twenty-five  tbousand,  wbicb  is  a  little  more  tban  balf 
tbat  of  tbe  whole  island.  Tbougb  a  Dutcb  colony,  it  is  a 
very  cosmopolitan  sort  of  place.  You  see  every  variety  of 
complexion,  and  bear  balf  a  dozen  tongues,  in  a  walk  of  a 
few  blocks.  Tbe  telepbone  is  in  general  use.  Tbere  is  a 
good  club  bouse,  witb  a  reading-room  well  supplied  witb 
journals  in  many  languages.  Tbe  island  produces  little  or 
notbing,  but  Willemstad,  being  a  free  port,  attracts  a  consid- 
erable transfer  of  products,  and  many  lines  of  ocean-steam- 
ers toucb  regularly  bere ;  besides,  great  quantities  of  goods 
are  brought  and  sold  to  dealers  for  the  Spanisb  Main.  Cura- 
jao  must  l)e  fed  altogether  from  without,  mucb  food  coming 
from  Europe  and  the  United  States,  and  some  also  from  tbe 
neighboring  shores  of  Venezuela  and  Colombia.  Tbe  island 
gives  name  to  the  well-known  liquor  called  Curajao.  This 
highly  esteemed  aromatic  cordial  is  made  from  small  oranges, 
or  orange-peel,  cinnamon,  and  cloves,  digested  in  weak  spirits. 

We  remained  at  Willemstad  only  during  tbe  day,  leav- 
ing at  5  p.  M.  for  Savanilla.  During  tbe  night  we  passed  be- 
tween tbe  Dutcb  Island  of  Omba,  on  tbe  right  (nortb)  band. 
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and  the  Pariiguiuia  peninsula,  connected  witli  the  mainland 
bj  a  lung  iiiid  narrow  isthmus, only  three  or. four  miles  in 
width,  on  thti  k'ft — the  channel  separating  the  two  being  but 
about  tifteeii  miles  broad.  We  aleo  crossed,  before  morning, 
the  mouth  of  the  Gulf  of  Venezuela,  into  which  empties 
Lake  Maraeavbo,  through  a  long  and  narrow  cliannel,  upon 
the  western  side  whereof  is  the  citj  of  Maracaybo — the  third 
in  eize  and  importance  in  Venezuela.  In  the  channel  of 
Maracaybo  Lake  there  is  but  ten  feet  of  water  at  high  tide, 
so  that  only  ligi it-draught  steamers  can  enter.  A  small 
American  steamer  runs  between  Curasao  and  Maracaybo 
three  times  each  month.  At  S  A.  M,  we  were  about  eix  miles 
offthe  Guajira  Peninsula  and  Point  Gallinafi,  the  northern 
extremity  of  Soutli  America.  We  could  see,  at  a  distance 
inland,  a  range  of  hills  jjerhaps  two  thousand  feet  in  height, 
the  region  about  the  point  being  generally  very  low,  Earlj 
next  morning  we  passed  the  town  of  Santa  Marta,  the  capi- 
tal of  a  province  of  the  same  name,  in  the  United  States  of 
Cr.lomhiii,     It  stands  njion  the  shore,  at  the  base  of  a  loftj- 
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and  level  expanse  of  country,  the  apeetade  was  modt  impress- 
ive and  interesting.  Though  several  attempts  have  been 
made  at  different  times,  by  foreigners,  these  peaks  have 
never  been  ascended,  at  least  never  to  their  summits.  As 
we  steamed  on  to  the  west,  the  sea-water  soon  became  very 
muddy,  much  disturbed,  and  covered  with  drift-wood ;  and 
we  knew  we  were  at  the  mouth  of  a  great  river,  and  that 
that  river  must  be  none  other  than  the  Magdalena.  The 
distant  shores  were  low,  flat,  and  densely  wooded.  We  had 
reached  the  delta.  The  Magdalena  enters  the  Caribbean  by 
two  arms,  one  about  six  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  other ; 
and  these,  uniting  some  six  miles  from  the  sea,  embrace  the 
Island  of  Gomez,  which,  therefore,  bears  to  the  Magdalena  a 
relation  similar  to  that  which  the  great  Island  of  Marajo 
bears  to  the  Amazon.  Tlie  westerly  branch,  or  Magdalena 
proper,  is  about  two  miles  wide,  while  the  eastern  branch  is 
only  about  half  a  mile.  But  both  contain  bars  which  are 
subject  to  such  great  and  sudden  changes,  as  to  make  the 
river  there  shallow  and  unnavigable.  Hence  the  produce  of 
the  interior  is  brought  down  only  as  far  as  Barranquilla, 
whence  it  is  transported  by  rail  about  fourteen  miles  to  the 
seaport  of  Salgar.  From  there  it  is  carried  in  lighters  and 
iron  barges,  towed  by  steam-tugs,  and  put  aboard  steamers 
lying  five  miles  distant  in  the  Bay  of  Savanilla.  But  I  am 
anticipating  a  little. 
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ro  ste.iniod  on  from  the  months  of  t 

clearer  and  the  land  gntdoally  roei 

bw,  tabIe-top[>ed  hills,  thickly  covered  with  gniaJl  trece  and 

I.     We  rounded  some  low  islands,  and  then  found  our- 

s  in  a  long  bay,  sheltered  somewhnt  from  the  swell  and 

ft^waves.     Tbero  were  but  two  Bteamera  and  a  email  ship  nt 

Jimchor,  and  as  we  halted  near  them  no  town  was  in  eight, 

mly  on  a  distant  biuff  a  solitary  old  cnstoin-hoase,  whoe  '~ 

3  wnlU  we  had  aeen  from  a  long  distance  in  the  offinj 

cn$tom-house  was  never  used,  hut  it  was  quite  conj 

pleted  before  it  occurred  to  the  builders  that  it  would  be  I 

rather  costly,  not  to  say  urmecesfiary,  proceeding  to  ha< 

goods  np  and  tlien  lower  them  down  the  forty  feet  of  bloj 

L«D  which  it  stands.    Soon  after  our  anchor  was  down,  a  smal 

Jvery  wheezy,  and  dilapidated  tng  came  alongside,  and  fc 

Rpasdengcra  and  baggage  stiU  farther  up  the  bay,  to  the  litl 

I  Tillage  of  Salgar,  where  the  present  terminus  of  the  railw 

■  Tnnning  to  Barranqnilla  is  built.     Landing  on  a  longwood^ 

r  pier,  upon  which  stand  the  freight-cars,  we  6r8t  had  oar  baj^ 

gage  weighed  in  the  atation-housc,  all  in  excess  of  one  han- 

dred  kilogrammes  having  to  be  paid  for  later  at  the  custom- 

honse  in  Barranqnilla.     There  are  morning  and  aftemoon 

trains  to  this  town.     The  road  led  over  the  level,  Bwainpy, 

wooded  delta  land,  where  I  noticed  great  numbers  of  many 

I  liinds  of  pelicans,  cranes,  flamingoes,  and  other  fishing-birds, 

A^rrived  at  Barranqnilla,  I  was  first  struck  oy  a  lOng  row  of 

mt  river-boats,  with  their  lofty  double  funnels,  bnilt  ex- 
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actjy  upon  the  Inodel  of  tliose  wo  use  upon  the  MississippL 
They,  were  Ijing  in  a  very  narrow  sort  of  creek,  a  part  of  the 
Magdal^na,  whose  main  stream  might  be  seen  in  the  distance, 
rushing,  pai^t  with  an  eigh^knot  current  Barranquilla  is  built 
upon  a  vast  sandy  plain,  upon  the  western  shore  and  near 
the  junction  of  the  two  arms  of  the  river.  It  is  a  town  of 
small,  single-story,  mud- walled,  aiid  grass-thatched  huts,  and 
contains  about  twenty  thousand  inhabitants.  Mule  hackney- 
coaches  abound,  and  are  extremely  nece3sary,  owing  not  only 
to  the  obstacles  presented  by  .deep  sand,  but  also  to  its  blind- 
ing glare,,  which  is  very  trying  to  the. eyes.  I  found  a  very 
good  hotel,  with  large,  airy  rooms,  and  the  breakfast  ready 
on  a  table  set  in  the  interior  corridor  of  the  court.  A  num- 
ber of  native  gentlemen  were  chatting  in  the  parlor,  which 
contained  a  prim  double  row  of  rocking-chairs,  placed  vU-Or 
vis  in  the  center  of  the  room.  These  Colombians  were  all 
dressed  in  white,  and  the  corner  rack  was  covered  with  their 
enormously  large  and  high,  conical  straw  hats.  These  in  ap- 
pearance would  become  the  conventional  and  not  yet  alto- 
gether traditional  bandit,  but  are  just  the  thing  for  peaceful 
wear  in  tropical  latitudes. 

I  made  all  my  preparations,  packed  my  mule-trunks,  and 
left  on  the  afternoon  of  December  3d,  in  one  of  the  large 
mail-steamers  for  Yeguas,  a  port  twenty  miles  below  the  town 
of  Honda,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  rail.  Caracoli,  the 
port  of  Honda,  is  six  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  the  sea, 
and  is  accessible  to  steamers  drawing  as  much  as  four  fe^t  of 
water.  The  Magdalena  is  navigable  by  canoes  almost  to  its 
source,  nearly  a  thousand  miles  from  the  Caribbean.  Honda 
is  from  two  to  four  days'  journey  from  Bogota — on  mulcr 
back  and  in  diligence — according  to  the  condition  of  the 
roads  and  the  quality  of  your  animals.  The  steamer  in 
which  I  took  passage  was  of  three  decks  or  stories  in 
h^lit,  and  atop  of  all  was  a  pilot-house.  Upon  the  main- 
deck,  at  the  forward  end,  are  the  boilers  which  are  of  the 
nmltiform  tubular  pattern,  and  wood  is  burned  under  them. 
Huge  piles  of  wood  are  made  around  the  boilers,  and  along 
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HidoB  of  the  steamera,  aud  at  least  twice  in  each  twei 

r  hours  siij>p1iea  have  to  be  taken,  eo  great  is  the  qoantj 
rned.  It  is  piled  np  for  eale,  at  frequent  intervals,  alol 
10  river-hank.     As  acoaQterpoi§a  to  the  boilers,  the  inacbl 

IB  placed  next  the  wheel,  at  the  stern,  the  interveni 
being  ased  hj  passengere  of  the  second  clasi^  bj"  t 

lor  ofiieere,  and  for   tlie  kitchen,  freight,  and  aniir 
stenuiere  are  6t«ered  by  four  connected  rudders,  wlii 
move  eimultaiieooaly.     The  largest  of  them  carrj'  abont  tw" 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  cargo.    They  are  built  in  England, 
of  iron,  and    are   put  together  in  compartments.      Aboat 
twenty  of  them  are  at  present  on  the  river,  all  in  good  i 
ning  order.     A  number  of  companies  fomierly  exiett-d,  I 
lately  there  ba£  been  a  fusion  of  intereets,  and  all  now  vrat 
under  one  direction.    Steamers  have  been  ninning  on  I 
Magdalena  about  half  a  century,     A  broad  staircase  ' 
from  near  the  prow  to  the  second  deck,  which  is  i 
exclusively  for  the  use  tif  pasaengers,     Firet  there  is  an  op^ 

loyed  as  a  sitting-room  during  the  day,  and  whi 
with  curtains  let  down,  and  supplied  with  canvas  cols,  fori 
spacious  and  cool  dormitory.     Then  come  the  stato-rooai 
numbering  only  ten.     Tl»e  saloon  is  gaudily  painted  and  s 
plied  with  large  mirrors,  tables,  settees,  and  chairs, 
state-rooms  contain  only  cots  and  rough  wafih-standa. 
traveler  must  bring  Lis  own  bedding  and  mosquito-nettio 
The  customary  bedding  consists  of  a  straw  mat,  to  place  ii 
upon  the  cot,  a  pillow,  a  pair  of  sheets,  and  a  blanket,  for  t 
late  nights  upon  the  river  are  apt  to  be  diilly.     After  i 
first  two  or  three  nights,  when  Uie  river  has  become  narrow 
and  shallower,  it  is  cnstomary  to  draw  in  to  the  bank,  ■ 

t  remain  fast  until  morning,  and  at  such  times  the  mosquito 
are  certain  to  be  very  trouhleeome.  Hence,  no  native  i 
Benger  ever  forgets  his  mosqnito-netring.  Back  of  the  ealoi 
and  cabins  is  a  large  open  space,  in  which  a  hmg  dinii 
table  is  spread.  This  space  is  also  utilized  at  night  as  a  d 
mitory,  cots  being  provided  for  the  passengers.  An  exl 
charge  of  ten  dollars  is  made  for  the  state-rooms,  and  li 
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passengers  deferentiallj  have  first  choice.  Back  of  the  open 
dining-saloon  are  the  pantry  and  stewards'  rooms,  the  bath- 
rooms and  lavatory.  Upon  the  npper  deck,  the  use  of  which 
is  denied  to  passengers,  are  the  rooms  of  the  captain,  engi- 
neers, and  pilots.  Upon  the  forward  end  of  the  structure, 
containing  these  quarters,  is  the  large,  square,  glass-inclosed 
pilot-house.  The  latter,  being  thus  situated  about  forty  feet 
above  the  river,  affords  a  very  extensive  survey  of  its  surface, 
from  which  the  wary  pilots  can  generally  detect  the  neigh- 
borhood and  proximity  of  shoals  or  reefs.  Each  of  the  large 
mail-steamers,  two  of  which  run  each  week  to  Yegnas,  car- 
ries a  physician.  This  gentleman  is  a  foreigner.  So  are  the 
captain  and  the  chief  engineer  of  many  of  llie  steamers,  gen- 
erally either  Englishmen  or  North  Americans. 

We  started  with  a  total  of  forty  passengers,  about  equally 
divided  between  the  first  and  second  class.  The  food  sup- 
plied was  of  very  fair  quality,  though  we  were  subjected  to 
a  most  imusual  and  unseemly  haste  in  its  serving.  The  plates 
are  never  changed,  but,  as  soon  as  you  are  seated,  three  or  four 
native  boys,  in  shirt  and  trousers,  and  with  bare  feet,  rapidly 
make  the  round  of  the  table  six  or  eight  times,  each  one  plac- 
ing upon  your  plate  a  different  kind  of  fish,  flesh,  fowl,  f niit, 
or  vegetable — ^hot  and  cold,  sweet  and  sour.  Soon  you  have 
such  a  heaped-up  hodge-podge  before  you  that  you  can  not 
see  nor  taste  what  you  are  eating.  Coffee  and  bread  and  but- 
ter are  served  at  six  a.  m.  ;  breakfast  is  at  eleven,  and  dinner 
at  five  p.  M.  Though  a  stampede  ensues  as  soon  as  the  second 
bell  rings,  yet  a  good  deal  of  ceremony  is  observed,  such  as  all 
standing  until  the  captain  or  doctor  takes  his  seat,  and  then 
all  sitting  down  simultaneously.  Everybody  appeared  to 
finish  eating  at  precisely  the  same  time,  for  all  rose  together. 
It  is  also  the  custom  of  the  captain  to  hand  to  the  table  two 
of  the  lady  passengers,  and  to  leave  it  with  two  others.  But 
the  speed  of  the  serving  and  eating  of  the  meal  would  put  to 
sliame  that  witnessed  at  the  station  of  an  American  Western 
railroad  where  twenty  minutes  for  dinner  had  been  an- 
nounced.   Although  there  was  plenty  of  time,  most  of  the 
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{lassengerB  liaving  nothing  to  do  but  eat  aud  sleep,  yet 
sverage  length  of  our  dinner  "hour"  was  hot  fifteen  miuQi 
Tlie  wine  sujiplied  by  tlic  eteainer  not  being  of  a  very 
rior  marl;,  most  of  the  passengers  bring  tlieir  own.     YWt* 
river-water  is  iLscd,  and  it  is  ^-ery  palatable  and  wholeeoi 
The  Magdalena  River  ie  exceedingly  tortuous,  fnll  of 
ands,  and  has  many  branches  and  eide  lakci!,  which  enter' 
through  email  creeks.    Its  very  tortuoneneeB,  however,  mal 
it  navigable,  for  its  declivity  is  very  great,  Honda  being  eighT 
hundred  and  sistj-two  feet  above  aea-level.     itany  villages 
and  towns  dot  the  Magdalena,  Mompos  being  the  third  largi- 
est,  with  a  population  of  about  eight  thoueand ;  Honda  tl" 
second,  with  twelve  thousand;  and  Barranquilla  Hie  first,  wi 
twenty  thonaand.     The  greater  part  of  the  traffic  of  the 
public  is  carried  on  over  the  Magdalena.     We  have  uatiTe 
pilots,  who  Ihoronghly  understand  the  middle  and  upper  jk*- 
tion  of  the  river,  where  the  navigation  is  extremely  difficult. 
The  channels  run  on  one  or  the  otlier  pide,  and  freqnenl 
cross  from  one  to  the  other,  through  the  resistance  of  & 
obstacle,  or  tho  conformation  of  the  banks.     Li  the  dry 
8on  the  river  usually  hollows  ont  a  sort  of  special  channel, 
which  there  will  be  a  genera!  depth  of  five  or  six  feet,  eo  tl 
Teesels  drawing  four  feet  can  pass  in  safety.     Tho  rise  of 
river  in  the  rainy  season  is  from  fiftw^n  to  twenty  feet, 
every  interval  of  five  or  six  years  there  ia  an  extra  high  fl( 
as  was  the  case  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  when  the  conni 
was  under  water  in  every  direction,  and  vilhiges  were  Jialf 
submerged.     Along  the  village  front  you  will  often  see  little 
dikes  of  tree-trunks,  sticks,  and  leaves,  but  these  serve  to  little 
purpose.     Frequently  we  notice  a  village  quite  surrounded 
by  water,  and  with  all  its  streets  water-ways,  so  that  there 
roust  be  a  foot  or  more  of  water  in  the  huts ;  but  the 
squat  in  the  doorways  and  in  canoes,  w^ting  for  the 
to  recede,  and  gazing  calmly  at  the  passing  steamer. 
Indians  like  to  live  exactly  upon  tlie  water's  edge,  and 
a  principal  cause  of  the  inundations  which  afllict  them 
though  much  of  the  land  upon  the  lower  JUagdalcua  is  )i 
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yet  there  is  an  occasional  bit  of  higher  ground,  and  here  the 
old  Spaniards,  with  more  discretion  than  their  descendants, 
always  located  their  towns,  secure  from  inundation  or  change 
in  the  course  of  the  river.  The  general  direction  of  the  Mag- 
dalena  is  from  north  to  south.  Its  waters  are  very  muddy, 
and  covered  with  small  floating  islands  of  aquatic  plants 
and  drift-wood.  Its  banks,  at  first,  to  one  ascending,  are 
low,  and  covered  with  a  scrubby  sort  of  forest,  with  ranges 
of  low  hills  in  the  far  distance,  toward  the  soath.  It  has  a 
width  varying  from  one  to  two  miles,  and  contains  many 
large  islands.  We  were  often  able  to  materially  shorten  our 
journey,  by  taking  the  creeks  and  minor  channels  between 
tlie  islands  and  banks.  The  profusion  of  water-fowl  was 
especially  noticeable ;  and  a  huge  alligator,  about  twenty  feet 
in  length,  swam  across  the  river  directly  before  the  bow  of 
the  advancing  steamer.  We  stopped  at  one  or  two  places 
during  the  first  night,  and  in  the  morning  reached  the  town 
of  Calamar,  upon  the  west  bank.  This  stands  at  the  mouth 
of  a  river,  which,  in  a  series  of  creeks  and  lakes,  with  a  little 
artificial  opening,  extends  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  with 
an  average  depth  of  eight  feet,  to  the  Bay  of  Cartagena. 
The  latter  lies  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  and  accommodates 
the  flourishing  seaport  of  the  same  name.  A  small  steamer 
makes  this  voyage  three  times  each  month,  and,  besides,  there 
are  some  freigh^boats,  though  Calamar  is  not  of  so  much 
importance  now  as  when  Santa  Marta  and  Cartagena  were 
the  only  gates  of  entry  on  the  coa^t,  and  all  the  imports  and 
exports  of  Cartagena  passed  through  it.  Our  steamer 
stopped  an  hoar  at  Calamar,  embarking  and  disembarking 
passengers,  and  taking  on  freight  and  fire-wood.  Going  on, 
we  passed  a  number  of  villages  whose  inhabitants  are  devoted 
to  fishing,  the  raising  of  cattle,  agriculture,  and  the  making 
of  earthenware. 

We  passed  the  town  of  Teneriffe  on  the  east  bank.  Upon 
a  low  hill  is  still  standing  a  church  built  by  the  old  Spaniwls. 
At  Tacatoe,  on  the  west  bank,  which  we  reached  in  the  even- 
ing, the  single  stream  of  the  Magdalena  becomes  two.    Upon 
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ttie  nortbern  one  is  tlie  largest  town  abo7e  Barranqailla- 
Hoinpoe.     Upon  tlie  soutlieru   lirancli  is   M.igangTH;.     F(d 
merlji'  the  Bteamere  took  the  northerly  brancb,  but  tliis  part  a 
the  river,  having  greatly  shoaled  within  t!ie  past  two  yeai 
ia  now  abandoned  by  tlie  larger  stenmere.     At  Maganga^  | 
nnnnal  mereantUe  fuir  is  hold,  which  was  of  more  import 
when  fewer  articles  were  imported  into  the  conntry  fro 
Enrope  and  the  United  States.     Beyond  Magangn^  the  Biva 
Cauca,  the  largcet  branch  of  the  Magdalena,  enters  it,     Here- 
aboat  we  found  the  country  flooded  for  miles  In  every  direo- 
tJon.     At  a  distanoe  npon  the   left  bant  were  some  high 
peaks  of  the  Andes,  and  nearer  some  boautifnl  ranges  of  bItM 
foreat-clad  hills.     During  the  afternoon  we  reached  the  tow 
of  Banco,  and  found  the  river  oneo  more  a  single  str 
The  people  in  this  neighborhood  are  largely  devoted  to  c 
breeding.     Valuable  cabinet   and  dyo  woods  abound, 
natives  hunt  alligators,  and  use  their  fat  for  house-ligh(| 
The  Magdalena  is  full  uf  eatable  fish,  some  of  them  of  as  heavy 
weight  as  a  hundred  pounds.     Their  great  variety  and  ijoaii- 
tity  are  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  so  many  of  tlio 
natives  dwell  directly  upon  the  river-banks.     They  fre«inenllj|J 
catch  more  than  they  can  dispose  of,  and  tlien  throw  t 
overplus  back  into  ttie  river.     With  fish,  yams,  mandioo,  am 
bananas,  they  I'eqnirc  no  other  food.     Fishing  is  also  pmsatM 
as  a  business  by  those  of  the  river-people  dwelling  near  whet 
8ftlt  may  be  elioaply  obtained.     Thuy  send  the  fish,  salted,  t 
other  parte  of  the  country.     I  have  already  referred  to  tl 
git-at  quantity  of  bird-lifa  upon  the  river,  but  wild  f 
dangerous  to  man,  also  lurks  in  the  forests,  not  far  from  tJ 
banks.     Jaguars,  pumas,  tiger-cats,  poisonous  serpents,  la[rf 
doer,  water-hogs,  wild-pigs,  are  a  few  of  the  denizens;  hoi 

Lthe  more  domestic  monkeys,  turkeys,  parrots,  and  paroqnet 
are  also  fonnd.  At  one  village  jaguar-skins  were  offered  i 
at  the  moderate  price  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  each.  The  g 
number  of  towns,  villages,  and  detached  hnte  much  surpriat 
mgi.  It  is  said  tljere  are  not  fewer  than  fifty-five  comroiE 
ties  between  Barranquilla  and  Yeguas,  most  of  them,  \ 
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ever,  on  the  lower  half  of  the  river.  Two  classes  of  natives 
inhabit  the  country :  those  in  the  bank  villages,  and  those  in 
isolated  and  distant  parts.  The  river-people  may  be  called 
more  than  "  semi-civilized."  In  character  they  are  amiable, 
docile,  peaceable,  and  hospitable.  Crimes  against  person  or 
property  are  all  but  unknown  among  them.  They  are  gen- 
erally clean — at  least  their  bodies,  if  not  their  clothes.  They 
are  intelligent,  consideiing  their  lack  of  advantages  and  op- 
portunities. Aboriginal  Indians  are  found  beyond  the  east- 
em  banks — between  them  and  the  Cordillera,  about  the  lakes 
and  creeks.  They  are  savage,  and  do  not,  of  course,  speak 
Spanish.  They  will  attack  a  solitary  traveler,  but  are  too 
cowardly  to  molest  even  a  small  party.  The  are  very  thiev- 
ish. They  are,  however,  never  seen  upon  the  river,  and 
very  little  is  known  of  their  habits  and  usages.  They  gen- 
erally prefer  a  wandering  life.  At  Banco  we  drew  in  to  the 
shore,  and  tied  up  by  a  chain  to  a  tree.  The  people  of  the 
town  came,  in  great  crowds,  down  to  the  bank  to  see  us  and 
to  sell  us  something.  The  men,  in  white  shirts  and  trousers, 
and  great  straw  hats,  formed  one  group ;  the  women  kept  by 
themselves  in  another  spot,  and  looked  very  picturesque  in 
their  white  chemises,  gay-colored  bandannas,  and  neatly 
dressed  hair.  The  women  brought  for  sale  splendid  pine- 
apples, bed-mats,  and  woven  baskets.  The  boys  bore  great 
earthenware  jars,  eggs,  and  turkeys.  As  we  proceed,  the 
forests  seem  to  increase  in  height  and  density,  and  I  notice 
many  large  silk-cotton  trees.  But  the  forest  is  greatly  want- 
ing in  representatives  of  the  palm,  orchid,  and  liana  fam- 
ilies, which  add  so  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  forests  of  the 
Amazon  and  the  Orinoco. 

A  range  of  the  Andes  on  each  side  of  the  river  is  soon  in 
sight,  that  upon  the  east,  which  forms  a  portion  of  the  bound- 
ary between  Colombia  and  Venezuela,  being  bold  and  high, 
with  many  fleecy  clouds  lying  far  below  its  summits.  We 
arrive  at  a  small  village,  which  is  the  port  of  a  city  named 
Ocana,  forty-two  miles  distant  to  the  eastward.  From  that 
region  are  exported  considerable  quantities  of  coffee,  hides, 
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I  Biigar,  lieinpen  sand.ils,  nipes.  medicinal  herbs,  and  sweets. 

1  The  rive r-vi  11  ayes  are  all  of  one  pattern.     The  huta  are  made 

of  bamboo-wattles,  iiUed  iti  with  mud,  and  roofed  with  coarse 

Great  numbers  of  dug-out  canoea  are  always  seen 

drawn  up  on  the  banks  before  tliera.     These  canoeB,  some  of 

which  are  very  large,  in  going  up-streain  are  pnshed  along, 

very  close  to  the  phore,  by  a  long  pole,  with  a  double-pronged 

I  fork  at  its  end.     This  method  of  travel  requires  about  thrice 

s  much  time  as  a  bIow  steamer.     lu  gohig  down  the  river 

I  the  Indiana  sinijily  take  advantage  of  the  current,  without 

uaking  use  of  any  sail.     The  river  here  is  about  a  naile  in 

v"i Jth,  and  full  of  enormous  sand-banks,  just  appearing  above 

the  water,  and  upon  which  we  see  groups  of  alligators.    UpoQ 

one  I  counted  a  score,  the  largest  of  which  was  over  twenty 

feet  in  length.     On  seeing  the  approaching  steamer  they 

I  would  cither  rise  and  waddle  into  the  river,  or  simply  slide 

I  off  the  hank.     AV'e  stopped  at  a  small  village,  wlience  a  rail- 

•f  has  been  undertaken  to  the  city  of  Pamplona,  and  tlienee 

corr'i.     ritiinately  it  is  to  be  extended  to  Tunja,  and  the 
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is  called  "  Angostura,"  or  the  narrows  of  tlic  river,  not  more 
tlian  three  hundred  feet  wide  for  a  distance  of  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile.  The  following  morning  we  arrived  at  Yeguas, 
just  seven  days  from  Barranquilla.  At  Yeguas  passengers 
and  freight  are  transferred  to  the  railway  for  Honda.  It  is  a 
narrow-gauge  road,  with  cars  made  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
locomotives  in  Paterson,  N.  J.  It  is  twenty-one  miles  in 
length,  and  runs  one  train  each  way  daily. 


CHAPTER  XLVm. 


To  the  rigbt  of  the  railway,  after  starting  from  Tei 
were  mauy  cnriousl)-  formed  Iiilk,  their  Bides  being  pi 
touB  terraces  of  etone,  witJi  some  verdure  lietween  tlie  b: 
Between  ua  aiid  the  river,  as  we  followed  its  course,  thoi 
high  nhove  it,  were  many  fine,  grassy  meadows,  some 
them  covered  with  cattle.  To  these  snotfeeded  foreets 
taining  a  large  proportion  of  palms,  and  then  we  gradi 
descended  and  neared  the  river-bank,  which  we  followed  to 
Honda.  Both  sides  of  the  river  now  Bhowed  high,  foreet- 
clod  mountains.  We  crossed  several  tempestuoua  torrente. 
The  Magdulena  gradually  narrowed  until,  opposite  Honda,,  ~ 
was  less  than  two  hundred  feet  in  width;  but  here 
rapids  almost  as  swift  and  violent  as  those  below  N'u 
Falls.  The  small  steamere,  which  once  a  month  go  fifty  mi 
farther  up  the  river,  do  not  pass  through  these  rapids, 
"tie  up"  some  distance  above.  Honda  is  situated  upon 
eteep  bank  of  the  western  side  of  the  river.  Its  streets 
narrow,  crooked,  and  ronghly  paved.  The  bouses  are  mi 
but  one  story  in  height ;  when  blocks  of  them  oecor,  upon' 
street  leading  up  the  hills,  tliey  are  built  in  terraces.  Tlie 
Taitway  goes  on  from  Honda,  about  one  mile  to  a  settlement 
called  Arranca  Plumas,  whence  yon  must  cross  in  a  flat-bot- 
tomed boat  and  go  on  by  land  to  Bogota.  Formerly  a  rail- 
way was  undertaken  from  here  toward  Bogota,  but,  after  a 
Bhort  distance,  it  was  abandoned.  Another,  and  a  popi 
route  to  the  capital,  if  you  succeed  in  making  connectiona 
Honda,  is  to  take  a  &ma11er  steamer,  np  the  river,  &.tty 
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to  a  place  called  Jirardot.  Thence  a  railway  is  in  course  of 
construction  to  Bogota,  about  twenty  miles  of  its  track  hav- 
ing been  already  built  and  in  running  order.  On  December 
12th  I  left  on  mule-back  for  Bogota,  with  a  mounted  guide, 
and  an  extra  mule  for  my  baggage,  first  following  the  left 
bank  of  the  Magdalena  to  Arranca  Plumas.  Here  we  crossed 
the  river  by  means  of  a  pedulum-boat— a  large  barge  attached, 
by  a  wire  cable,  to  a  pulley  running  upon  another  cable  ex- 
tending across  the  river.  The  passage  is  made  simply  by  the 
force  of  the  central  current  and  its  back  water,  which  is  suf- 
ficient to  carry  the  boat  from  side  to  side  without  any  steer- 
ing. The  mount  of  a  Colombian  gentleman  is  but  little 
different  from  that  of  other  South  Americans.  Mules  are 
preferred  for  steep  mountain  travel,  though  horses  are  in 
greater  favor  for  plain,  valley,  and  city  use.  Here,  in  Colom- 
bia, the  men  wear  wide-brimmed,  steeple-crowned  straw 
hats,  \AvLQ  ponchos^  or  ruanaSy  as  they  are  called,  generally  of 
a  water-proof  dark  cloth,  and  huge  water-proof  leather  over- 
alls, which  buckle  aroand  the  waist,  but  are  seatless.  These 
are  made  longer  than  the  legs,  and  thus  keep  the  feet  dry. 
A  slit  up  the  back  of  the  leg,  secured  by  a  small  strap,  is 
made  for  the  passage  of  the  spur.  The  shank  of  the  spurs  is 
often  four  inches  in  length,  with  rowels  quite  three  inches 
in  diameter.  The  stirrups  are  made  of  brass,  in  the  shape  of 
a  large  Turkish  slipper.  The  saddles  are  supplied  with  small 
leather  saddle-bags,  and  a  leather  case  for  a  blanket,  or  rub- 
ber poncho.  Very  stout  cruppers  and  breeching  are  necessi- 
tated by  the  steep  mountains. 

The  place  opposite  Arranca  Plnmas  was  called  Pesca- 
derias.  'We  followed  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance, 
but  so  bad  was  the  road,  from  the  recent  heavy  rains,  that 
we  were  the  whole  day  reaching  Gnaduas,  but 'fifteen  mfles 
distant,  stopping  only  an  hour  to  breakfast  at  one  of  the 
many  wayside  inns.  The  walls  of  the  public-room  of  this 
honse  were  ornamented  with  pictures  from  the  London 
"Graphic"  and  the  New  York  "Puck."  Every  one  of  the 
road-side  inns  has  a  well-filled  bar-room  attached,  where,  as 
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per  advertisement,  "snperior  brandy,  n-liolesale  and  reta 
IB  sold,  iiiiJ  also  the  native  lieer,  chlcka,  great  calabashesj 
wliieli  are  iii  freijaent  reqnest  bj  tbe  nraleteers.     The  ii 
■re  eiiuply  mud  huta,  vritli  thatched  roofa.    They  contd 
two  or  three  bedrooms  and  a  sitting-room,  where  not  ^ 
good  meals  are  prepared  at  very  eliort  notice.     The  couni 
tlirongh  which  we  passed  was  not  tliicldy  eettlerl,  and  ■ 
covered  mostly  with  timber.     Guaduas  is  a  large  town,  i 
atod  in  a  beautiful  valley.     Wo  left  it  tbe  next  nioruingl 
daylight,  and  rode  slowly  up  a  steep  range  of  mountains  | 
the  eaetward.     The  road  was  paved  with  great  stones  in  •' 
flteopCBt  inelines.  and   wonnd   altogether  too   ahraptly 
ward  for  the  comfort  of  either  man  or  beast.     On  eticlj  a 
of  the  pavement,  whick  was  often  of  the  nature  of  a  caul 
way,  there  was  a  morass,  and  frequently  the  trail  wag  simd 
a  great  stone  etaireaee,  up  whicli  the  mules  slowly  climbt 
Tvith  many  slips  and  frequent  groans.     Our  ba^age-mol 
ofteu  would  lie  down  in  the  boge,  quite  exhausted.     How- 
ever, we  kept  plodding  along  over  a  very  rocky  and  nittddy 
Toad,  up  one  hill  and  down  another,  until  we  reached,  in  the 
afternoon,  the  summit  of  a  range  of  mountains  abuut  five 
thousand  feet  above  eea-leveL     From  here  we  went  down, 
far  down,  to  the  valley,  in  which  is  Eituated  the  town  of  Vil- 
letu,  some  twelve  miles  from  Guaduas.     It  rained  bard  n]Ql 
of  the  day,  but,  at  intervals  of  clearing,  we  had  splencq 
Tiewfl  of   the  green  hilk  and   beautiful  dales,  which  i 
'erywhere  carefully  cultivated,  though  sparsely  inhabite 
m   and  sugar-cane  abounded,  and  much  of   these   wh 
iwn  ui>on  the  almost  vertical  sides  of  t!ie  hills,     Vi] 
was  like  Guaduas  on  a  slightly  reduced  scale.     It  rained  I 
alt  night,  and  in  the  morning  I  preferred  to  take  to  the  r 
rather  than  loiter  in  a  dull  inn.     The  trail  became  wora 
and  our  utmost  speed  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  an  hour.    At 
night  wc  had  only  reached  a  place  called  Agua  Larga,  whence 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  to  tbe  westward,  over  intervem 
▼alleys  and  ndges,  beyond  the  Magdalena  River  (which  ^ 
[jiot  in  sight),  past  several  ranges  on  the  other  side. 
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view  extended  to  the  snowy  range  of  the  Andes,  with  sev- 
eral table-topped  mountains — Euiz  among  them — southward 
to  the  great  cone  of  Tolima,  eighteen  thousand  feet  in  height, 
and  looking  a  perfect  presentment  of  the  world-famous  Coto- 
paxi,  a  few  hundred  miles  distant,  in  the  same  chain  of  gigan- 
tic mountains.  Among  many  mountain  views,  obtained  all 
over  the  globe,  I  must  regard  that  from  Agua  Larga  as  espe- 
cially magnificent.  The  valleys,  at  the  time,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  were  mostly  filled  with  fleecy  clouds,  which  rose 
against  the  sides  of  the  ranges,  and  made  their  tops  appear 
like  green  islands  in  a  sea  of  milky  foam.  There,  in  the  far 
distance,  were  the  sub-ranges  of  the  Andes,  dark  blue  in  tint, 
and  above  and  beyond  them  the  giant  domes  and  peaks 
covered  with  snow — calm,  majestic,  beautiful.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  left  Agua  Larga  for  the  town  of  Facatativa,  from  which 
I  expected  to  take  a  diligence  to  Bogota.  In  fact,  the  road 
from  here  on  might  have  been  used  by  carriages,  being  broad 
and  macadamized,  and  not  of  very  steep  grade.  This  was 
my  fourth  day  upon  it.  The  ride  is,  as  I  have  said,  made  in 
from  two  to  four  days,  there  being  but  forty-six  miles  of 
nmle-back  and  twenty-one  of  carriage,  thus  making  a  total 
of  but  sixty-seven  miles  from  Honda,  which  lies  northwest 
of  Bogota.  Of  the  four  or  five  mountain-ridges  which  I  had 
crossed  on  this  journey,  one  was  sixty-five  hundred  feet 
above  sea-level.  Facatativa  is  eighteen  miles  distant  from 
Villeta.  It  is  a  large  and  busy  town.  Steam  thrashing  and 
grinding  machines  are  in  use,  and  the  flour  manufactured  is 
of  very  fair  quality.  At  the  time  of  my  visit,  it  being 
market-day,  the  streets  were  crowded  with  people,  carts, 
mules,  and  horses.  The  Grand  Plaza  also  was  a  dense  mass 
of  humanity,  and  the  appearance  of  the  populace — the  men 
with  dark-blue  rxianos  and  black-banded  sombreros^  and  the 
women  dressed  in  black — was  most  funereal.  Omnibuses,  ex- 
actly like  those  formerly  plying  upon  Broadway,  New  York, 
run  each  day  between  Facatativa  and  the  capital.  They  carry 
no  baggage,  save  saddles  and  hand-bags.  Missing  the  coach, 
I  engaged,  instead,  a  covered  carriage  with  a  pair  of  horses. 
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The  road  between  Facatativa  and  Bogota  is  very  broad, 
B  once  mtu^domized,  bat  is  now  in  bad  condition,  foil 
1  ol  holes  and  qna^oires.     Fack-mulcs  at  preeent  ^ve  place 
to  ox-carts.    The  roaii  was  froquently  bordered  by  willow  aud 
eucalyptus  trees.     The  great  plain,  or  savanna,  of  Bogota  is 
very  level,  almost  devoid  of  trees,  bat  exceedingly  fertile  and 
well  adapted  for  agTlcultiiral  purposes,  to  which  it  is  every- 
where devoted.     It  is  surrounded  by  mountatuii,  and  extends 
from  north  to  south  a  diiitance  of  about  sixty  miles,  and 
east  to  west  about  thirty  miles.     As  upon  the  plaiu  of  Quii 
80  upon  the  plain  of  Bogota,  agricnltore  Hourisliee,  wh< 
barley,  and  potatoes  being  largely  grown.     The  pasturage  ij 
ezteusive  and  of  excellent  qaahty,     Huny  cuttle  are  rai 
and  their  breed,  as  well  as  that  of  horses,  sheep,  and  pigs, 
of  a  high  grade.    "While  yet  many  miles  off,  we  could 
the  cathedral  and  larger  buildings  of  Bogota,  that  city  lyi] 
upon  the  eastern  edge  of  the  great  plain  or  valley  at  the  f< 
and  extending  partially  up  the  sides  of  two  hills,  called  Gntt- 
dalupe  and  Monseratte.     These  are  on  the  western  side  of 
the  Cordillera — that  is,  of  the  most  easterly  of  the  great 
ridges  of  the  Andes  which  extend  through  Colombia  from 
north  to  south.     The  city  is  built  upon  such  gradually  in- 
clined ground,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  good  advantage 
from  the  plain.     Its  elevation  above  the  sea  is  S,U65  feet; 
consequently,  though  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  fifth  degree 
of  north  latitude,  it  is  quite  cooL     The  mean  temperatore  of 
Honda  is  95°,  while  that  of  Bogota  is  but  58° — a  difference 
of  37°,  which  we  felt  very  perceptibly.     The  situation  of 
Bogota  is  probably  as  isolated  and  as  difficult  of  access  as 
that  of  any  capital  of  like  population  in  the  world.     I  w\ 
twelve  days  on  the  route  from  the  sea-coast,  and  traveled 
total  distance  of  seven  hundred  and  five  miles.     Thou|^ 
apart  from  the  world,  Bogota  is  yet  able  to  have  news  of  it. 
We  followed  two  telegraph-wirea  from  Uonda.    The  capital 
is  not  only  in  communication  with  other  parts  of  Colombia, 
and  with  Venezuela,  hut  with  North  America,  and  thence  to 
Europe,  by  a  wire  which  runs  a  little  south  of  wcet  to 
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only  seaport  of  the  country  situated  on  the  Pacific — ^namely, 
Buenaventura — whence  a  cable  extends  to  Panama  and  New 
York.  In  a  pouring  rain  we  drove  through  the  narrow, 
rough-paved  streets,  flowing  with  rivers  of  water,  to  about 
the  center  of  the  city,  where  we  found  what  was  styled  the 
"  best  hotel."  If  so.  Heaven  help  those  who  are  compelled 
to  live  at  the  others  I  tliough  a  respect  for  truth  compels  me 
to  admit  that  our  table  was  good.  My  room,  however,  was 
small,  dark,  damp  (being  several  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
street),  full  of  flies  and  fleas,  and  abounding  with  mice.  My 
bed  was  as  soft  as  the  marble  of  a  dissecting-table.  For  my 
meals  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  street,  and  pass  throagh  a 
grocery-store  and  part  of  a  court-yard,  to  rooms  just  about  the 
size  of  the  small  tables.  A  solitary  door  was  the  only  means 
of  admitting  either  light  or  air ;  so  it  had  to  remain  open  at 
night  as  well  as  day.  In  going  to  Bogota  we  met  scarcely 
any  one  traveling,  and  but  comparatively  little  merchandise 
in  transit.  When  the  roads  are  especially  bad,  all  travel  not 
absolutely  necessary  is  intermitted.  The  Indians  I  met  were 
stalwart  men,  and  some  of  the  younger  of  the  women  were 
quite  good-looking.  I  was  surprised,  however,  at  the  num- 
ber of  middle-aged  and  old  women  afficted  with  the  goitre. 
It  is  said  the  Colombian  Government  expends  over  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  a  year  upon  the  mule-road  to  Honda. 
It  would  not  cost  more  to  keep  a  railway  in  order,  and  it  is 
of  the  very  first  necessity  for  the  development  of  the  coun- 
try that  such  a  railway  should  be  immediately  constructed. 
I  have,  however,  small  hopes  that  it  will  ever  be  built  The 
whole  genius  of  the  nation  seems  directed  toward  civil  dis- 
sension and  guerrilla  warfare.  Hence,  while  the  people  com- 
plain of  poverty,  they  offer  so  little  guarantee  and  security  to 
foreign  life  and  capital  as  to  be  quite  unable  to  secure  the 
presence  and  help  of  either. 

It  was  December,  and  the  coldest  month  of  the  twelve  in 
Bogota — a  peculiar,  damp,  penetrating  cold,  which  requires 
one's  heaviest  winter  clothes  by  day  and  three  or  four  blan- 
kets at  night.    The  native  gentlemen  all  wear  black  over- 
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coat8,or  long  dark-bine  cloaks,  with  short  capes,  like  thi 
fashion  at  Quito — thia  " coDjipinitor  style"  seeming  t 
and  properly,  iu  most  favor  at  night.  Long  hluck  frock-c 
nre  faHhiouable  here,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  enit  ie  gcuei 
of  blaek  cloth.  Tall  eilk  hats  are  also  the  mode,  and,  ■ 
the  primitive  surroundingg,  look  almoet  as  ridiculous  as  1 
did  in  Quito.  The  citizens  need  only  Mack  kid  glovee 
which  they  really  wear  in  Quito — to  complete  a  most  e 
aspect.  The  dress  of  the  women,  who  may  be  scon  ea 
the  morning  in  attendance  at  charch,  is  also  all  of  big 
with  those  of  Lima.  They  wear  the  mantilla  of  black  c 
merci,  heavily  edged  with  black  lace,  and  embroidfred  ' 
I  black  silk,  around  the  shoulders  and  neck,  and  piirtly  aroun 
I  the  head.  The  dre^ees  ai-e  worn  short,  and  Iteneath  tbei 
yoH  may  generally  detect  the  presence  of  black  stockings  a 
little  black  silk  slippers,  or  black  kid  boots.  The  ladies  c 
hlack  parasols,  and  on  Sundays  little  black  prayer-bootn 
Tbey  resemble  their  sisters  of  Quito  and  Lima,  and  some  c 
them  are  exceedingly  pretty. 

The  city  of  Bogota  lies  upon  sneh  comparatively  lei 
ground,  and  so  few  are  the  large  and  prominent  buildings,  t 
when  approaching  it  from  the  westward  you  notice  only  tl 
or  four  distinct  points,  and  one  of  these,  away  to  the  no 
east,  you  are  apt  to  imagine  to  be  a  lofty  column  in  meraon 
of — say,  the  great  Bolivar.  "With  its  high  shaft  and  circnlai 
two-storied,  Pantheon-like  base,  you  have  a  very  good  copy  o 
the  Washington  Monument  (at  Washington,  District  of  Colnn] 
bia),  as  originally  planned,  thongh  not  as  finally  complete 
But  yon  sto  thoroughly  disillusioned  on  learning  that  t 
supposed  patriotic  tribute  is  only  a  manufactory  of  briel 
with  its  accompanying  and  very  nece^ary  chimney, 
toward  the  center  of  the  city,  you  see  the  great  broad  I 
of  the  cathedral,  with  its  twin  towers,  and  to  the  right  of  tl 
again,  the  walla  of  the  Capitol  building,  and  beyond,  1 
white-sided  and  red-topped  dome  of  the  church  of  San  C  _ 

Directly  back  of  the  city  rise  the  precipitous  hills  of  Afon- 
soratte  and  Guadahipe,  the  former  about  fifteen  hundred 
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and  the  latter  eighteen  hundred  feet  in  height  above  the 
plane  of  the  Grand  Plaza.  These  monntains  are  rocky  and 
treeless,  thoogh  covered  in  parts  with  short  grass.  On  their 
summits  are  little  chapels,  the  one  dedicated  to  Our  Lord  of 
Monseratte,  the  other  to  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe.  Pilgrim- 
ages up  steep  mountain-paths  are  made  to  these  on  special 
feast-days.  Between  the  two  hills  is  a  valley  trending  toward 
the  east  Down  it  flows  a  mountain  torrent  styled  the  Bio 
San  Francisco.  Farther  to  the  south  is  a  second  break  in  the 
range,  and  down  this  narrow,  precipituous  valley  rushes 
another  brawling  brook,  the  Rio  San  Augustine.  These  two 
streams,  after  flowing  directly  through  the  city,  where  they 
are  crossed  by  innumerable  bridges,  join  their  waters,  and 
then  run  off  to  the  southwest,  where  they  join  the  Bogota 
River.  In  the  course  of  that  river,  which  gradually  makes 
its  way  to  the  Magdalena,  are  the  celebrated  falls  of  Te- 
quendama,  which  I  afterward  visited. 

In  about  the  center  of  the  city  is  the  Grand  Plaza — the 
great  square  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  large  space,  paved 
with  blocks  of  stone,  now  somewhat  overgrown  with  grass, 
and  containing  in  its  center  a  small  park  of  shrubs  and  flow- 
ers, but  no  trees  save  a  few  stunted  evergreens.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  this  miserable  little  garden  is  a  handsome  bronze 
monument  of  Bolivar,  raised  upon  a  marble  pedestaL  Upon 
the  eastern  side  of  this  square  stands  the  cathedral  and  its 
sacristy,  approached  by  a  wide  stone-paved  terrace.  On  the 
southern  side  is  the  large  building  of  the  national  Capitol,  not 
yet  completed.  On  the  western  side  is  a  block  of  stores, 
three  stories  in  height,  the  sidewalks  passing  in  front  of  and 
under  the  lower  story,  in  the  form  of  an  arcade.  And  on 
the  northern  side  are  more  6hoi>8.  But,  before  proceeding  to 
describe  public  or  private  buildings  in  detail,  I  ought  to  say 
something  of  the  general  appearance  and  character  of  the 
city.  The  houses  are  mostly  built  of  mud,  and  but  one  story 
in  height.  They  have  huge  iron  gratings  to  those  windows 
facing  the  streets.  In  the  business  part  of  the  city  the  build- 
ings are  of  brick  and  stucco,  two  stories  in  height  and  some- 


im 


AUOUlfD  AND  ABOUT  SOOTU  AMEUWA. 


ritmee  three.    Tliey  are  apt  to  have  pictnresqne  little  baliS 
niOB  trt  their  upper  windows,  but  nowhere  is  any  special  a 
tectnral  taste  displayed,  and  this  remark  will  apply  to  pnbla 
as  well  as  to  private  editiccB.     An  interesting  eSoct 
however,  prodaced  by  the  great  diversity  of  honse-frona 
The  bcttfT  class  of  residenece  have  no  especial  quarter.    TheL 
are  scattered  here  and  there,  the  best  often  being  fonnd  M 
the  meanest  and  dirtiest  parts  of  the  city.    Some  of  the  finei 
stores  and  dwelhng-houBes  have  the  first  story  of  cnt  ■ 
low  stone  and  tho  upper  one  of  brick.     The  principal  barf 
iiees  streets  are  the  two  running  parallel  north  from  the  e 
and  west  sides  of  the  Grand  Plaza,  and  all  tlie  retail  tracU 
seems  here  to  he  coneentratod  within  half  a  dozen  bloi 
In  this  neighborhood  yon  find  the  banks  and  the  post,  tela 
graph,  and  telephone  offices.    The  shops  are  mostly  small  aw 
dark,  being  lighted  only  by  the  open  doors,  and  therefore  yoi 
are  not  eurpriaed  to  lind  the  cnnntera  placed  within  a  feW 
feet  of  the  street.     The  post-office  is  situated  in  an  old  coi 
vent.     The  Bank  of   Colombia  has  a  handsome  columned 
front.     Near  by  is  the  bnilding  of  the  American  IegatioO| 
our  country    being  represented  by  an  envoy  extraordiQat 
and  minister   plenipotentiary.     Bogota  has  no  carts  or  car- 
riages.    The  streets  are  far  too  narrow  and  too  badly  paved  to 
admit  them.     Carriages  coming  from  Facatativa  proceed  only 
to  some  of  the  exterior  squares,  where  you  must  descend  a 
proceed  on  foot  to  your  hotel  or  dwelling.     Toi 
and,  in  fact,  all  goods  for  Bogota,  are  obliged  to  halt  quite  ■ 
the  limits  of  the  city,  and  he  brought  in  either  on  mnle-bi 
or  by  porters  upon  trt'stles.     Horsemen  are,  however,  allow 
in  all  the  streets,   though  they  may  be  said   to  be  "  cori 
spicuous  by  their  absence."     A  few  8edan-<?haii'6,  with  boij 
covers,  are  in  use  for  conveying  ladies  to  fashionable  i 
tions,  or  to  and  from  balls  at  night.     Yon  find  gas  in  th| 
more  wealthy  of  the  private  houses,  hut  the  streets  are  not  a| 
yet  lighted  by  that  means.     In  fact,  the  dty  is  very  badi 
and  dangerously   half  illuminated    by  keroeene-lampfl   sni 
pended  by  hide  ropes  from  houses  at  the  intersection  of  thj 


THE  ANDES  AGAIN.  445 

streets.  There  is  but  one  line  of  tramway.  The  cars,  start- 
ing at  the  cathedral,  mn  in  a  northerly  direction  through  the 
city  and  suburbs,  and  beyond  along  the  base  of  the  hills, 
about  three  miles,  to  a  little  village  called  Chapinero.  This 
line  is  owned  by  an  American  company,  the  cars  were  made 
in  Philadelphia,  and  mules  are  used  to  draw  them.  This 
tramway  is  a  very  great  success,  and  it  is  a  pity  there  are  not 
others  in  the  city,  and  one  also  across  the  plain  to  Facatativa, 
should  a  railway  not  be  built  Chapinero  is  a  sort  of  pleas- 
ure-ground for  the  citizens  of  Bogota,  and  on  Sundays  and 
feast-days  the  cars  are  sure  to  be  crowded,  and  the  road 
alongside  to  be  gay  with  native  gentlemen  on  horseback. 
These  people,  like  diose  of  Quito,  are  extremely  fond  of  rid- 
ing spirited  horses.  The  latter  have  an  easy  gait — generally 
a  pace — and  consequently  do  not  require  very  special  arts  of 
horsemanship.  The  ease  of  the  riders,  therefore,  is  not  as 
difficult  of  explanation,  as  if  more  skill  were  required.  At 
Chapinero,  besides  very  many  restaurants  and  drinking-places 
of  various  grades,  a  race-course,  a  small  theatre,  and  some 
good  baths  are  found. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 
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BoooTA  poHseasea  a  mint.     It  is  a  very  plain  edifice  ex- 
U'iorly,  s£  iDdeed  are  almost   all   tLe   public  biulclings  c 

'  tlie  city,  but  it  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  Enielting  i 
milling   apparatim.      Before   tlie  last  revolation  it   was  I 
operation  nader  Englieh  gnpervieioD,  and  engaged  in  coiuii 
silver  pieoes  of  the  value  of  fifty  centa,  and  copi>er  ones  c 
two  and  a  half  cents  in  value.    At  present  do  work  is  { 
progress.     In  fact,  yon  see  hnt  few  coins  in  circulation,  save 
five-oent  pieces  in  nickel,  and  two-and-a-half -cent  pieee«  in 
copper.    There  are,  however,  many  small  paper  bilb,  of  tlie 
valiio   each   of  twenty   and   ten  cents,  aleo  of  one  dollar, 
Eome  of  these  being  made  in  Bogota,  but  the  lietter  clai 
of  them  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  of  Nei 
York.    The  paper  currency  is  at  present  only  worth  t 
cents  on  a  dollar.     Change  is  eo  scarce  that  five  per  cent  I 
charged  for  any  amount  above  twenty  dwllare  by  the  shof 
keepers,  while  the  banks  prefer  not  to  give  any,  even  npt 
these  terms. 

There  are  only  two  or  three  churches,  besides  the  c 
dral,  of  any  very  special  interest.     The  cathedral  is  large  a 
lofty,  with  a  fajado  of  yellow  stone,  cut  from  the  neighlx 
ing  hills,  but  ita  towere  aro  of  brick  and  stucco.     Its  interioi 
is  very  plain.    The  church  of  San  Francisco  has  a  very  JV-M 
markable  high  altar,  or  rather  it  is  the  ceiling  and  woUg  (tffl 
that  port  of  the  church  about  the  high  altar  which  are  inte 
eeting.     The  amount  of  carving  and  gilding  is  quite  snr| 

I  ing.    Tlie  whole  wall  is  divided  into  great  oblong  t 
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which  make  frames  for  many  krge  figures  of  plaster  in  high 
relief  and  brightly  colored.  The  church  called  La  Tercera  is 
notable  from  tlie  amount  of  carved  wood-work,  a  dark-colored 
cedar,  which  it  contains.  All  parts  of  the  altar  and  pulpit, 
the  doors,  gallery,  organ-case,  the  frames  of  the  pictures, 
and  the  confession-boxes,  are  carved  from  this  rich  wood. 

The  national  Capitol  is  situated,  as  I  have  said,  upon  the 
south  side  of  the  Plaza  de  la  Constitncion.  It  is  a  large, 
massive  edifice,  of  two  stories,  with  a  facade  of  yellow  stone, 
and  in  the  center  a  double  row  of  great  stone  columns, 
through  which  you  look  into  a  small  court-yard  containing  a 
good  bronze  statue  of  a  worthy  Colombian  soldier — General 
Mosquera.  More  than  a  million  dollars  have  been  spent 
upon  this  building,  which  extends  the  full  front  of  the  block, 
and  more  than  one  half  its  depth.  The  rear  half  it  was  in- 
tended to  devote  to  a  grand  residence  for  the  President,  but 
this  plan  Las,  as  yet,  been  realized  to  the  extent  only  of  a 
few  feet  of  basement.  The  Capitol  will  be  approached  by  a 
great  flight  of  stone  stairs,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  rather  a 
gloomy  pile,  and  is  still  far  from  completion.  It  contains  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  the  offices  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
Government.  At  present  there  is  but  one  House,  consisting 
of  two  delegates  from  each  of  the  nine  States  of  the  repub- 
lic. I  attended  one  of  its  sessions,  and  found  the  delegates 
busy  in  forming  a  new  Constitution  and  reorganizing  the 
Government.  Notwithstanding  the  late  disastrous  revolu- 
tion, people  were  openly  saying  that  jwlitical  matters  were 
not  satisfactory,  that  another  revolution  was  imminent.  And 
thus  it  goes  with  Colombia,  as  with  most  of  the  other  South 
American  states.  Revolution  succeeds  revolution,  business 
is  paralyzed,  the  countries  are  impoverished,  and  society  is 
disorganized.  Said  a  native  gentleman  to  me  one  day,  "  We 
have  here  a  population  of  about  a  hundred  thousand — ninety- 
five  thousand  of  whom  do  no  work,  but  live  upon  the 
others  1 " 

During  my  stay  in   Bogota  the  School  of  Fine  Arts, 
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■whicli  is  domiciled  in  a  bam-like  old  building,  in  one  of  tbe 
streets  next  the  Capitol,  gave  a  "first  annoal  exposition." 
Besides  the  variona  rooms  of  the  school,  the  National  Uallery 
(to  bestow  a  bigh-eounding  name)  was  thrown  open  to  tbe 
pnblic,  at  fifty  cents  admission.     The  work  of  tbe  etndents 
in  the  dcpartinentfl  of  modeling,  crayoning,  and  dranghting 
wafi  really  raeritorioua.     But  of  tlie  remainder  of  the  "  expo- 
I  ffilaon  "  1  bardly  know  what  to  say.     An  enormous  nnmber 
I  of  paintings  of  all  sizes,  schools,  and  agee,  good,  bad,  and  in- 
different, were  huddled  indiscriminately  together  in  two 
three  long  corridors  of  what  seemed  to  be  an  old 
Many  were  by  native  artlstfl  and  poeeeesed  considerable  meiii 
I  tnt  the  majority  were  copies  and  not  original  work,  as  wag 
I  to  have  been  wislicd.    As  is  nsnal  throngbont  Sontb  Amer- 
■  ica,  in  all  governmental  or  public  exhibitione,  tbe  military 
made  a  great  display  about  the  entrance  and  tlirongh  the 
galleries.      An    entire  regimental  company   was    present. 
They  were,  like  the  greater  part  of  the  Colombian  army, 
mere  boys,  and  so  small  that  the  bayonet-tipped  muskets, 
which  they  bore  with  them  throughout  the  building,  wer« 
generally  abont  one  third  taller  than  themselvos.     The  boj 
thongh  gayly  uniformed,  wore  hempen  sandals,  into  wl 
their  bare  brown  feet  were  thrust.     All  about  the  Capitt 
entrance,  during  the  day,  you  might  notice  a  great  mani 
officers  loitering,  and  chatting  with  passing  friends.     They 
were  arrayed  in  the  most  biitterfly  style  of  nniforins — red 
trousers  with  heavy  gold  stripe,  red  caps  very  richly  ei 
broidered  with  gold  lace,  and  long,  gold-fringed  epauli 
Ton  must  not  be  at  all  surprised  at  the  large  nnmber 
officers  you  meet  in  the  streets  wearing  epaulets  with  thi 
stars,  for  Colombia  is  the  paradise  of  generals.     The  rai 
and  file  of  tho  army,  and  its  totality  of  officers,  nnmber  al 
the  same     There  are  actually  2,144  commisEioned  offioen 
8,000  private  soldiers.     There  are  seven  marshals — generat 
enjefe,  considering  the  other  generals,  must  be  the  equal  of, 
Bfty,  a  grand  marshal  of  France — 106  generals,  167  colonels, 
ind  4!*3  captains.    Thns,  in  the  Colombian  army,  one  may 
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compote,  in  round  numbers,  a  general  to  every  thirty  men,  a 
colonel  to  every  eighteen  men,  and  a  captain  to  every  six 
men!  This  seems  odd  and  humorous  enough,  though  the 
Bepublic  of  Liberia  surpasses  even  this  in  military  absurdity, 
for  its  army  consists  of  one  battalion  numbering  417  men,  of 
whom  388  are  officers !  The  President's  body-guard  num- 
bers nineteen,  of  whom  seventeen  are  officers.  Moreover, 
in  some  of  the  counties  there  are  not  enough  citizens  to  hold 
the  offices,  but  in  the  others  there  are  just  enough  to  go 
round. 

The  National  Museum  and  the  National  Library  are  lo- 
cated in  the  same  building.  The  museum  is  very  small,  and 
consists  of  a  corridor  of  inferior  portraits  of  the  old  viceroys 
and  men  famous  in  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  a  long, 
narrow  room  filled  with  an  exceedingly  miscellaneous  collec- 
tion of  historical  curiosities,  of  native  timbers,  of  zoology 
and  mineralogy,  of  Indian  earthenware,  antiquities,  and 
numismatics.  Nothing  is  of  any  absorbing  moment,  and  it 
must  be  said  that  such  a  museum  is  of  but  little  credit  to  the 
metropolis  of  a  nation.  The  library  I  found  much  more 
interesting.  It  co/itains  about  seventy  thousand  volumes,  in 
all  languages  and  upon  all  subjects.  It  is  classified  first  by 
language,  and  second  by  subject.  In  one  department,  how- 
ever, are  kept  the  books  on  South  America,  in  all  languages, 
and  about  ten  thousand  in  number.  There  are  some  fifteen 
hundred  volumes  on  Colombia  alone.  The  rooms  are  long 
and  narrow,  but  with  clear  light  and  commodious  shelving. 
This  library  is  intended  only  for  consultation,  and  contains 
a  reading-room,  which  I  found  well  filled  with  students. 
Near  the  center  of  the  city  is  an  astronomical  observatory, 
probably  the  highest  above  sea-level  of  any  in  the  world. 
The  building,  of  brick  and  stucco,  has  a  lofty  spire,  which 
gives  it  much  the  appearance  of  an  old  church.  It  is  fur- 
nished with  a  number  of  instruments,  none  of  them  of  very 
high  quality  or  in  very  good  condition.  At  present  no  astro- 
nomical work  is  in  progress.  A  new  opera-house,  to  cost  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  nearly  completed.    Formerly  a 

29 


450 


AHOirXD  AXD  ABOUT  SOUTH  AMBEICA. 


great  number  of  ncwspapere  were  publislied  id  Bogota,  b 
soiue  in  oppoeilion  to  tlie  GoverninGnt  have  bean  BUppreeaeda 
and  now  there  remain  but  four  or  live,  of  wbicli  the  moi 
I  prominent  are  tri-weekly  and  a  small  evening  dailj,     Tha 
of  course,  are  not  permitted  to  adveraelj  criticise  the  GoK 
eniment,  and  in  Barranquilln  and  other  parts  of  the  conatt 
the  prees  is  also  thus  muzzled.     To  show  tlie  intolerance  c 
ttie  Govemnient  in  this  cooueotion,  there  is  a  printed  notioi 
posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  Magdalena  boats,  to  tj 
effect  that  no  employe  is  allowed  to  discuss  tiic  polities  of  ti 
country  while  on  service,  the  penalty  to  be  immediate  < 
missal  as  soon  as  the  offense  is  proved.     This  edict,  thougu 
signed  by  the  steamer  agents,  was  made  under  official  press- 
ore.     There  are  but  few  telegrams  in  the  Colombian  papers, 
and  but  little  (eveu  of  old)  news  from  the  rest  of  the  world, 
so  the  editors  have  to  resort  to  the  easy^ing  metho<l  of  in- 
serting, on  the  lower  third  of  some  of  their  pages,  vi/'oltaliny 
or  serial  story,  which  is  generally  a  poor  Spanish  translatioaJ 
of  some  popular  though  often  very  aged  French  novel. 
bulletin  of  the  day  is  generally  published ;  and,  besides  sot 
important  matters  as  tlie  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mai 
and  the  names  of  tlie  saints  allotted  to  each  day,  the  spt 
drag-store  which  is  to  be  kept  open  that  night  is  invariaUj^ 
mentioned.     The  leading  newspaper  of  Colombia,  pnblishej 
at  Bogota,  is  called  "La  Nacion,"  with  the  sub-oxplanatioi 
that  it  is  a  "  political,  literary,  and  news  periodical,  the  o 
of  the  principles  of  the  regeneration."    By-the-by,  a  " 
eration  "  of  sotne  sort  or  other  is  alwaj-s  in  jirogress  in  Sotll 
America.      The  evening  paper  is  styled  "El  Tclegrama/^ 
though  it  never  contains  any  telegraphic  news. 

While  at  Bogota  I  paid  a  visit  to  tlie  Tcquendama  Fal 
among  the  finest  in  South  America  and  most  famous  in  tin  I 
world.     They  are  situated  about  twenty  miles  in  a  southwest- 
erly direction  from  the  capital.   They  occur,  as  I  have  already 
said,  in  the  Bogota  Kivcr,  into  which,  besides  the  two  little 
rivers  that  flow  through  the  capital,  empty  several  s 
from  the  eastern  side  of  the  plain  or  valley  of  Bogota,  foro 
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ing  altogether  what  is  here  called  a  river,  but  what  we  should 
rather  designate  by  the  title  of  big  brook.  Especially  would 
this  be  its  proper  name  in  the  dry  season  of  the  year.  You 
must  visit  the  falls  on  horseback,  and  the  time  required,  if 
the  roads  are  bad,  as  they  are  apt  to  be  during  a  large  part 
of  the  year,  will  be  four  or  five  hours.  As,  moreover,  the 
gorge  in  which  the  falls  are  situated  is  quite  narrow,  and 
there  is  much  rising  mist,  to  say  nothing  of  frequent  rains, 
to  obtain  a  good  view  it  is  customary  to  visit  them  very  early 
in  the  morning.  To  accomplish  this,  you  leave  the  capital  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  ride  about  half  the  dis- 
tance, remain  all  night  in  a  little  village  inn,  and  proceed  at 
daylight  to  the  falls.  This  was  the  plan  that,  in  company 
with  a  friend,  I  adopted.  Bogota  is  so  compactly  built  as  to 
have  almost  no  suburbs.  You  come  at  once  upon  the  great 
plain,  and  then  follow  a  very  broad  road,  inclosed  by  mud 
walls,  along  the  base  of  the  smooth,  rocky,  and  grassy  hills 
to  the  southwest.  The  road  was  enlivened  by  many  great 
ox-carts,  troops  of  freight-mules,  and  native  horsemen  mov- 
ing gracefully  along  upon  their  ambling,  though  fiery,  horses. 
The  road,  owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  was  in  a  terrible 
condition.  Our  horses  wallowed  in  the  mud  up  to  their  bel- 
lies. Here  and  there  were  dismembered  carts,  without  a 
wheel,  or  with  a  broken  axle  or  pole,  or  mired  and  aban- 
doned. A  number  of  native  beer-shops  were  open  along  the 
road,  and  at  all  of  them  our  horses  insisted  upon  stopping, 
thus  unconsciously  informing  us  of  the  habits  of  their  former 
owners  or  lessees.  At  last  we  reached  the  miserable,  tumble- 
down village  of  Soacha,  where  we  tried  to  sleep  in  a  most 
wretched  inn,  but  could  not  for  the  myriads  of  fleas.  At  day- 
light we  resumed  the  road  to  the  falls.  We  seemed  to  have 
been  gradually  entering  a  more  or  less  level  valley,  lined  by 
low  hills.  In  the  fields  were  some  large  herds  of  fine  cattle. 
At  distant  points  were  great  farm-houses,  surrounded  by 
eucalypti  and  willow  trees.  A  few  miles  from  Soacha  we 
turned  away  sharply  to  the  right,  and  soon  entered  an  opening 
in  the  low  ridge  of  hills.    Adjacent  was  a  commodious  dwell- 
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iiig,  tlie  property  of  a  brother  of  tlio  gentleman  who  owns 
the  &lla  and  the  land  round  ahimt  thera.  Sow  we  enter 
private  grounds,  paeehig  under  a  iiuge  bowlder,  a  hjwer  Qur- 
ner  of  which  baa  been  cat  away  to  make  room  for  the  road. 
At  the  mouth  of  the  gorge  are  many  very  beautiful  willow- 
trees.  The  entrance  Jteelf,  Uned  by  low,  rocky  hills,  is  aboat 
a  hundred  feet  Jo  width,  and  the  Bogota  River  is  here  less 
than  fifty  feet  broad.  Ereii  this  breadth  in  its  rapid  deecont, 
which  here  begins,  is  redueed  to  twenty  feet  by  the  great 
bowlders  which  limit  its  channel  and  obstruct  its  course. 
The  road  follows  the  river  from  here  down  to  the  falls,  about 
three  miles  distant,  being  for  long  distances  cut  out  of  the 
cliffs.  As  you  go  down,  the  hills  begin  to  be  sparsely  cov- 
ered with  Bcrubby  trees  and  pretty  fema  and  cacti.  You 
see  also  handsome  willow-trees  bordering  the  stream.  The 
river  descends  in  a  channel  crowded  with  enormous  bowlderE, 
in  the  style  of  a  raging,  roaring,  foaming  mountain  torrent, 
thus  making  a  long  series  of  magnificent  cataracts.  The 
water  shows  variously  brown,  yellow,  and  white.  The  trees 
are  dark-green,  the  rocks  are  gray,  tlie  ferns  and  cacti  of  snb- 
dned  tints,  and  the  flowers  of  many  bright  colors.  We  pass 
some  hills  where  the  country  people  are  mining  for  cool — 
near  the  surfiice,  however.  TJiis  fuel  is  of  a  very  fair  quali- 
ty, and  is  transported  to  market  in  the  great  ox-carts  of  the 
country.  The  gaa  used  in  Bogota  is  made  from  coal,  which 
is  obtained  from  the  hills  directly  behind  tlie  city.  The 
gorge  oftens  and  closes,  and  repeats  the  process  again  and 
again,  until  we  reach  the  falls.  Here  the  vegetation  has  be- 
come qnit«  dense,  the  trees  are  of  a  larger  size,  and  tlieir 
leaves  of  a  richer  imd  glossier  hue.  The  road  leads  on  and 
presents  fiue  views  of  the  fall  from  below.  But  it  is  best  to 
leave  the  path  a  little  above,  and  descend  to  the  head  of  t 
cataract.  On  each  side  of  it  are  great  bowlders  and  t 
walls.  The  browniah-yellow  stream  rushes  along  with  a  ] 
ful  velocity  and  with  a  considerable  depth,  but  not  g 
width  than  fifty  feet  directly  at  the  beginning  of  thefalL  ' 
water  first  takes  a  slight  plunge  of  about  twenty-five  f 
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to  a  rocky  ledge.  From  tbis  ledge  it  makes  one  tremendous 
leap  of  six  hundred  feet  to  the  bottom  of  the  enormous  cal- 
dron. In  its  descent  it  spreads  out  into  a  huge  column, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  width  and  fifty  feet  in 
thickness.  In  this  latter  respect  it  had  to  me  a  different  look 
from  most  of  the  great  cataracts  of  the  world.  Seen  from  the 
side,  it  presented  the  appearance  of  a  vast  round,  solid  shaft 
of  yellow  water  and  white  spray.  Though  such  a  high  fall, 
and  with  so  much  water,  I  was  surprised  that  it  did  not  make 
a  louder  noise,  that  it  could  not  be  heard  a  greater  distance. 
The  roar,  however,  must  Vary  with  the  states  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  I  fear  that  the  day  of  my  visit  was  not  propitious 
for  the  finest  effect.  A  path  leads  from  the  top  of  Tequen- 
dama  to  the  bottom,  and,  though  steep  and  difficult,  is  not 
dangerous.  I  spent  three  hours  there,  and  reached  the  city 
again  at  two  o'clock,  thus  having  made  the  entire  excursion 
in  less  than  twenty-four  hours. 

On  Christmas-day  I  left  Bogota  on  the  return  journey  to 
Honda,  the  Magdalena,  and  the  Caribbean.  I  reached  Faca- 
tativa  at  noon,  and  after  breakfast  went  on  at  once  by  mule 
to  a  road-station  called  Chimbe,  where  I  passed  a  horrible 
night,  devoured  by  fieas  and  almost  suffocated  by  vile  smells. 
I  went  on  at  daylight,  passed  through  Villeta,  and  reached 
Guaduas  at  night.  On  reaching  the  summit  of  the  ridge 
between  Guaduas  and  the  Magdalena  River,  I  had  magnifi- 
cent views  of  Tolima  and  Ruiz,  standing  out  clean  from  below 
the  snow-limit  to  their  summits.  The  vista  up  and  down  the 
Magdalena  was  at  least  fifty  miles  in  length  by  twenty  in 
width.  It  was  exceedingly  fine.  In  going  up  to  the  capital, 
I  had  lost  all  of  this  through  rain,  fog,  and  mist.  I  descended 
gradually  to  the  level  of  the  Magdalena,  winding  along  the 
great  wooded  hills  which  border  that  river.  During  the  past 
two  days  I  found  the  road  so  much  better,  so  much  drier, 
than  when  I  ascended  the  Cordillera,  that  I  was  able  to  reach 
Honda  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day.  The 
accoutrements  furnished  travelers  upon  the  road  between 
Uonda  and  Bogota  are  most  wretched,  as  are  also  the  pack- 
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mules.  Tlie  riding-mules  are  fair.  The  road,  as  I  Lave  indi- 
cated, is  very  bad  the  whole  distance  from  Honda  to  Facata- 
tiva — exccediugly  steep,  and  full  of  holes  and  great  rocks. 
The  stone  staircases,  some  of  them  riding  at  an  angle  of  thirty- 
tive  degrees,  ought  to  be  seen  and  experienced  to  be  appre- 
hended and  appreciated.  In  ascending  one  of  the  steepest 
hilk,  the  girth  of  my  saddle  broke,  and  I  slid  off  the  t-iil  of 
the  animal,  which  kicked  viciously,  but  fortunately  did  not 
quite  reach  me.  My  mule  also  fell  several  times  with  me ; 
and  when  a  mule  fails,  the  road  is  indeed  bad.  In  coming 
down,  however,  I  bestrode  a  diminutive  gray  mule,  hardly 
larger  than  a  Newfoundland  dog,  but  so  remarkably  sure- 
footed as  not  to  slip  once  the  entire  distance.  My  eaddle, 
however,  was  in  such  a  iHlapidated  condition  and  of  such 
clicap  construction  that  I  had  to  sew  up  its  sides  in  order  to 
prevent  my  mule  from  eating  the  straw  with  which  it  was 
ntuifed. 


CHAPTER  L. 

HOMEWARD   BOUND. 

The  Colombians  have  an  extraordinary  conception  of 
business  and  mercantile  habits  and  methods.  At  the  post- 
office  in  Bogota  one  man  sells  postage-stamps  of  a  certain 
low  value  only,  another  of  a  higher.  This  is  not  so  bad  as 
the  separation  of  the  office  where  you  buy  stamps  from  the 
office  where  you  mail  letters,  which  was  the  regulation  in 
La  Guayra  and  Caracas — in  the  former  town  at  a  distance  of 
nearly  a  block,  and  in  the  latter  city  at  a  distance  of  several 
blocks.  In  Bogota  accounts,  at  the  chief  hotels,  are  rendered 
in  totals,  without  any  detailed  statement,  simply  saying  that 
you  receive  to  date  the  amount  of  your  account,  which  can 
be  examined  upon  the  books  of  the  proprietor.  It  need  hardly 
be  mentioned,  however,  that  should  you  express  a  desire  to 
examine  said  books,  the  proprieter  would  feel  greatly  insulted, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  difficulty  arising  from  your  possible 
ignorance  of  the  Spanish  language,  or  the  special  style  of 
book-keeping  employed.  Still  another  instance :  the  steamer 
which  plies  between  Honda  and  Jirardot  was  detained  more 
than  a  week  beyond  its  regular  date  of  sailing,  in  order  to 
accommodate  a  certain  general  who  wished  to  take  passage 
thereon,'  and  who,  after  all,  changed  his  mind,  and  went  all 
the  distance  to  the  capital  by  mule-back  and  carriage.  Even 
the  "  regular  mail "  steamers  are  detained  a  day  or  two  for 
any  letters  which  the  Government  may  wish  to  send,  or  to  re- 
ceive any  person  of  rank  who  may  desire  to  be  a  passenger. 
Thus,  neither  post-office  nor  mail-steamer  serves  the  public 
effectively.    Exaggerated  forms  of  address  arc  the  fashion  in 


I  friei 

^^^P  to  ai 

I  torn, 
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Colombia.     Small  boys  arc  salated  by  tlielr  eldere  aB  "  Mr^J 

id  "Sir,"    A  gentleman  uses  the  same  title  to  hU  lowei 

■vaiit,  and  will  even  ask  pardon  of  ii  beggar  for  bavitig  o 

lange,  addressing  hiui  >\a  "Seflor,"     It  is  almost  needlesB  tl 

add  tbat  these  people  are  Gverlastingly  buwing  to  each  other, 

and  aiiakiug  hands  daily  in  the  streets  and  oleewhere,  aa  if 

they  had  not  met  for  yeure.     If  friiinds  have  been  separated 

only  a  week,  they  fall   into  each  other's  anna  with 

warmth,  and  very  extravagant   expression?   of   esteem    aqj 

friendatiip.    Not  eo  among  the  woniea,  and  I  especially  grioTl 

to  add  not  so  between  the  sexes.     Though  naturally  incline<' 

think  one's   own  country  ([uite  right  about  everything, 

letimes  one  is  willing  to  leani  and  practice  a  new  cus- 
tom. 

The  voyage  down  the  river  is  at  double  the  epeed  of  t 
against  the  current,  and  much  more  animated.  Sitting  { 
the  bow,  we  have  a  strong  breeze,  which,  though  warm  in  tl 
middle  hours  of  the  day,  yet  is  eufficientlj  refreebing  to  r 
lieve  high  temperature.  Our  cargo  consists  of  coffee,  c 
liides,  bales  of  tobacco,  and  vegetable-ivory  mats.  At  all  t 
stations  where  we  stop  the  crew  buy  and  sell  in  a  very  oi)e 
handed  fashion.  They  are  especially  engaged  in  laying  in  J 
store  of  things  to  sell  in  Barranquilta,  snch  as  earthen  jai^ 
straw  bed-mats,  cigars,  plantains,  boxes  of  jelly,  skins  of  wUj' 
animals,  hides,  and  fowls.  All  the  crew,  besides  their  refill 
Intiea,  seem  to  find  time  for  this  trafficking,  which  tbey  d 

both  the  upward  and  downward  journey.  It  is  a  cause  d 
delay  to  the  passengers,  to  say  nothing  of  its  iniquity,  attj 
should  not  be  allowed  by  the  company.  We  arrived  at  C  ' " 
mar  at  five  o'clock  one  afternoon,  and  could  easily  ban 
reached  Barranquilla  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  \m 

r  having  received  some  new  passengers  and  their  lug] 
,here  was  no  freight— the  captain  decided  to  take  f 
although  there  was  a  great  supply  aboard ;  and  this  at  lai 
being  accomplished,  we  heard  that  he  bad  decided  to  stay  •' 
night,  to  attend  a  ball  with  his  otBcers — or,  as  it  was  given  oafl 
to  oblige  some  of  the  passengers.     This  was.  to  us,  tlie  I 
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straw  that  breaks,  etc.  The  majority,  therefore,  made  so 
vigorous  a  protest  that  the  captain  suddenly  changed  his  mind, 
and  we  started  on,  but  had  lost  so  much  time  that  we  did  not 
reach  Barranquilla  until  midnight  We  left  Ilonda  seven- 
teen hours  later  than  was  intended,  and  during  the  voyage, 
although  it  was  one  of  the  "  mail "  steamers,  we  made  fifteen 
wearisome  stops  for  freight,  and,  notwithstanding  onr  speed 
was  double  that  of  the  upward  journey,  yet  the  time  con- 
sumed was  about  the  same. 

On  January  9th  I  took  passage,  in  another  steamer  of 
the  "  West  India  and  Pacific  Line,"  for  Aspinwall,  by  way 
of  Cartagena,  Colombia.  About  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of 
Cartagena,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  short  range  of  hills,  are 
still  standing  the  massive  walls,  forty  feet  in  height,  of  what 
was  some  years  ago  a  convent.  This  may  be  seen  a  long  dis- 
tance out  at  sea,  and  first  acquaints  the  mariner  with  the 
proximity  of  Cartagena.  Heading  in  toward  the  land,  the 
towers,  domes,  spires,  and  walls  of  the  city  shortly  appear. 
With  the  yellow  buildings,  the  gray  stone  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, the  background  of  green  hills  covered  with  grass  and 
scrub,  and  the  foreground  of  bright  azure  sea,  the  picture, 
lighted  by  a  noonday  sun,  is  very  striking  and  quite  Oriental. 
Cartagena  is  situated  almost  immediately  upon  the  waters 
of  the  Caribbean  Sea.  Vessels,  however,  do  not  ordinarily 
anchor  off  the  coast  abreast  of  it,  but  sail  or  steam  half  a 
dozen  miles  to  the  westward,  and  enter  a  large  bay,  one  arm 
of  which  gives  deep  water  up  to  within  a  mile  of  the  city's 
walls.  The  main  entrance  to  this  bay  is  at  a  comparatively 
short  distance  from  Cartagena,  but  it  was  made  useless  to 
navigation  by  having  been  blocked  with  stones  during  the 
colonial  war  with  Spain.  We  fire  a  gun  for  a  pilot,  and  a 
negro,  barefooted,  and  in  only  shirt  and  trousers,  come«  on 
board,  being  paddled  out  in  a  canoe  of  exceedingly  primitive 
form.  Neiirly  in  the  center  of  the  entrance  is  an  old  fort, 
at  present  dismantled,  as  is  another  opposite,  on  the  island 
to  the  eastward.  These  were  built  by  the  old  Spaniards, 
of  out  stone  and  brick,  and  their  fair  condition  at  the  pres- 
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ent  day  epealcB  well  for  the  quality  of  their  original  « 
Btraction.     Some  of  the  hills  around  tlie  bay  are  cultivated. 
At  about  the  center  of  the  eastern  side  is  the  eutrancc  to  the 
_  canal,  which  leads  to  the  Magdalena  River  at  C'alamar.     The_ 
y  narrows  as  we  pass  two  more  smal!,  dismantl«(l  forte,  aj 
»on  after  anchor  near  a  fifth  one,  as  broken-down  as  1 
thers,  auil  find,  for  our  companionship,  a  Colombian  | 
boat,  Kn  old  bark,  and  a  email  English  steamer.     Car 
i«  about  uino  hours  from   Salgar,      Tug-boate  bring  ne,  ] 
barges,  a  freight  of  coffee,  ivory-nnte,  aiiil  dye-woods,  whi 
we  go  ashore  in  row-boats. 

Although  the  place  at  which  vessels  lie  at  anchor  is : 
ft  eonsidorabie  distance  from  the  city,  yet  there  is  |den^  4 
room  and  of  water,  and,  in  fact,  the  harbor  is  the  best  un  t~ 
northern  coast  of  Colombia.  C^artagena  is  sitnated  at  1 
nortbem  end  of  the  harbor,  on  a  narrow  neck  of  sand  1 
I  miles  in  length.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  peninenla,  with  Utrnm 
',  ocean,  or  Caribbean  Sea,  on  one  side,  and  the  waters  of  I 
bay  upon  the  other.  On  the  mainland  are  great  groves  a 
cocoanut-palms;  within  the  city  proper,  which  complut 
fills  its  walls,  are  only  a  few  trees  in  some  of  the  private  a 
dens  and  conrt-yards.  The  city  is  about  three  fourths  of  I 
mile  long  from  north  to  sonth,  and  half  a  mile  wide  1 
east  to  west.  The  walls  wliich  incline  this  s]iace  are  Tery4 
solidly  built  of  brick  and  cut  stone,  with  gates,  towere,  kbA. 
bastions.  They  will  average,  perhaps,  twenty  feet  in  height, 
and  thirty  in  width.  They  were  once  fortified  with  about 
two  hnndred  cannon,  but  at  present  are  all  but  dismantled. 
The  few  guns  still  mounted  are  very  old  and  rusty,  and  prob- 
ably quite  unserviceable.  The  main  jiart  of  the  city  comma- 
nicates  with  a  smaller  section  by  means  of  an  elaborate  stone 
gate,  of  very  massive  construction,  which  opens  upon  a  wide 
ditch  formerly  spanned  by  a  bridge.  The  latter  was  drawn 
np  at  night,  or  could  be  drawn  up  in  presence  of  an  enemy, 
as  might  be  seen  from  the  spaces  left  in  the  walls  for  the 
pulleys  and  chains.  The  city  in  general  appi^aranoe  much 
resembles  Ctira^ao,  or  Willernstad,  though  its   commercial 
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importance  has  declined,  it  is  claimed,  in  favor  of  Barran- 
qoilla. 

We  remained  only  one  day  in  Cartagena,  and  started 
early  the  following  morning  for  Aspinwall,  carrying  one 
hundred  laborers,  mostly  negroes,  for  the  Panama  Canal. 
During  the  day  and  night  we  crossed  the  month  of  the  Gulf 
of  Darien,  and  the  next  morning  sighted  the  isthmus.  It 
was  the  Point  of  San  Bias,  and  from  here  high  wooded  hill- 
ocks, rising  ridge  behind  ridge,  extend  westward  toward  the 
town  of  Porto  Bello,  and  thence  on,  in  low,  smooth  ranges, 
to  Aspinwall.  Observed  from  the  sea,  Aspinwall  appears  to 
sit  exactly  in  the  water.  At  the  eastern  side  is  what  is  called 
Coolie  Town.  Here  also  is  situated  the  large,  three-storied 
hospital.  Upon  my  first  visit  to  Aspinwall  quite  two  thirds 
of  the  town  had  been  burned,  but  now  it  seems  to  be  mostly 
built  up,  and  in  a  finer  style  than  before.  From  the  offing 
you  notice  no  particularly  large  buildings,  save  the  great  ware- 
houses of  the  many  steamer  companies  which  do  business  here. 
Directly  upon  the  ^ea,  which  is  faced  by  a  long  stone  wall, 
shaded  by  a  large  grove  of  cocoanut-palms,  is  a  street  of  neat 
cottages — the  best  houses  and  the  best  dwellingnsite  of  Aspin- 
wall. The  town  now  consists  of  four  or  five  parallel  streets  of 
wooden  two  and  three  story  houses.  The  roofs  are  generally 
of  zinc,  but  the  remainder  of  the  buildings  is  of  plank.  As- 
pinwall is  simply  a  great  lumber-yard,  and  a  fire  would  prove 
most  disastrous.  In  fact,  if  a  fire  ever  got  well  under  way, 
and  was  accompanied  by  a  strong  wind,  nothing  could  save 
the  town  from  utter  destruction.  The  huge  iron  steamer 
warehouses  would  be  a  credit  to  a  city  like  New  York. 
Next  to  them  runs  a  very  wide  street,  one  half  of  which  is 
occupied  by  the  traffic  of  the  Panama  Railway  and  the  other 
by  a  good  plank  road.  The  sidewalk  passes  under  the  houses, 
in  the  arcade  style  of  South  American  towns.  Here  are 
shops  of  every  character,  steamer  offices,  the  foreign  consu- 
lates, very  many  bar-rooms,  hotels,  and  restaurants,  and  not  a 
few  gambling-saloons.  Gambling,  both  here  and  at  Panama, 
is  carried  on  quite  openly,  and  is  a  passion  with  all  classes. 
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The  favorite  games  are  roulette  sind  baccarat.  Aspiowall  iB 
a  verj-  mushnwrii  sort  of  town,  similar  to  what  San  Fnmcifico 
must  have  been  in  the  first  flash  of  its  gold  discovery.  The 
jMjpnlatiori  embraces  representatives  of  every  class,  from 
every  nationality.  The  etreets  are  crowded  with  people,  and 
there  is  sacli  a  conjmotion  as  one  witnesses  in  West  or  South 
Streets,  New  York.  Prices  are  exceedingly  high,  and  eveiy- 
tliing  is  on  a  silver  or  gold  basis.  The  silver  solea  of  Pera 
and  the  silver  pesos  of  Chili,  representing  a  United  States 
dollar,  the  fifty -cent  pieces  of  Bogota,  and  the  smaller  divis- 
ion (if  reales  (ten-cent  pieces),  form  the  circulatin'g  medinm, 
while  American  gold  coin  is  always  at  a  preminm.  Appio- 
wa!l  is  connected  \vitli  the  rest  of  the  world  by  three  Eng- 
lish companies  of  steamers,  and  by  American,  GenDan, 
French,  and  Spanish  lines. 

Although  on  arriving  at  Aspinwa]]  I  had  completed  my  cir- 
cuitous tour  of  South  Atneriea,  I  determined  to  take  anoth^ 
look  at  the  canal,  and  at  Panama,  before  leaving  for  the 
United  States.  Railway  fares  were  not  now  specially  high — 
reduced   to  ten  dollara  in  silver — except  for 
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were  largely  increased  in  number  and  in  ^ize,  and  elaborate  cot- 
tages and  expensive  hospitals  had  been  erected.  But  not  one 
tenth  of  the  former  number  of  laborers  were  at  work,  and 
the  actual  excavation  of  the  canal  itself  seemed  hardly  a  whit 
further  advanced.  Many  residents  of  Aspinwall  and  Panama 
corroborated  my  observations,  and  appeared  to  think  the  canal 
in  a  "  very  bad  way."  They  informed  me  that  there  was  only 
enough  money  on  hand  to  last  about  a  year,  and  they  thought 
it  extremely  doubtful  if  the  company  could  float  another 
loan.  They  said,  moreover,  that  even  if  money  and  laborers 
were  at  hand,  the  canal  could  not  be  completed  in  ten  years' 
time. 

In  the  elements  of  the  cost  of  human  life,  the  Panama 
Railroad  was  once  unrivaled,  but  has  now  been  distanced  by 
the  canal.  The  death-rate  is  chiefly  from  yellow  fever,  and 
is  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  iifty  per  thousand.  The 
Kroomen,  or  negroes,  from  western  Africa,  stand  the  hard- 
ships best,  but  tlie  Jamaicans  die  like  dogs.  Not  a  tenth  of 
the  canal  has  been  built,  and  the  greatest  and  costliest  part  of 
the  achievement  yet  to  be  done,  the  management  of  the 
Cliagres  River,  remains.  How  stands  the  work  to-day  ? 
Three  hundred  million  dollars  have  been  spent.  The  stock- 
holders have  on  hand  one  hundred  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars'  worth  of  machinery,  one  hundred  and  fifty  mill- 
ions' worth  of  uncollectable  claims  against  swiniiling  officials, 
and  fifty  million  dollars'  worth  of  uncompleted  canal.  The 
further  capital  required  is  to  be  purchased,  if  at  all,  only  at  a 
perilously  heavy  shave.  The  Panama  Canal  must  be  regard- 
ed, therefore,  as  the  most  gigantic  financial  disaster  of  the 
nineteenth  century  ;  for  no  one  now  doubts  that  the  scheme 
has  finally  collapsed,  and  that  the  long  dream  of  water  tran- 
sit across  the  Isthmus  is  apparently  as  far  from  realization  as 
ever.  It  could  not  have  been  otherwise  with  an  enterprise 
that,  as  originally  planned,  and  in  favorable  circumstances, 
would  require  the  work  of  fifty  thousand  men  for  twenty 
years !  But,  after  all,  is  the  canal  worth  building?  Its  neces- 
sity and  use  have  been  greatly  overestimated  and  misstated. 
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Tlie  trnffic  between  Australia  and  India,  and  Europe  and 
America  would  [lass  tliroiigli  Suez  rather  than  Panama  ;  and 
the  tmdo  of  the  west  coast  of  Sontli  America  with  the  east 
coast  of  North  America  and  with  Enrope  could  never  make 
a  satisfactory  return  on  an  investment  of  probably  one  billion 
dollare.  The  cnnal,  even  if  it  carri^  all  the  commerce  of 
the  M-orld,  could  hardly  pay,  at  such  a  fabulous  cost. 

I  had  intended  to  go  from  Aspinwall  to  Cuba,  by  way  of 
Jamaica.  But  small-pox  was  raging  in  Kingston,  and  there- 
fore I  should  either  be  quarantined  at  Havana,  or  perhaps 
not  allowed  even  to  land ;  for  such  detention  is  usual,  under 
those  circumstances,  in  certain  parts  of  the  West  Indies.  So 
I  decided  to  take  a  steamer  belonging  to  the  "  West  India 
and  Pacific  Company,"  the  line  by  which  I  had  recently 
voyaged  so  much.  Proceeding  by  their  route  to  New  Orleans, 
and  thence  to  Ilavana,  the  time  of  transit,  provided  I  made 
prompt  connections,  would  be  nearly  the  same  as  by  way  of 
Kingston.  Returning  from  Panama  to  Aepinwall,  I  left  for 
New  Orleans  on  January  20, 18S7. 


HOMEWARD  BOUND. 


463 


came  the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  with  its  fifty  geysers 
and  ten  thousand  springs.  The  sequel  to  these  were  the 
chain  of  Oreat  Lakes  and  Niagara  Falls,  sailing  down  the  one 
and  sharing  the  general  frenzy  to  jump  down  the  other.  So 
to  New  York,  the  apple  of  the  Knickerbocker  eye,  after  a  total 
journey  in  the  three  Americas  of  fifty-five  thousand  miles. 
I  had  been  absent  two  and  a  half  years.  Wonderful  to  relate, 
I  had  not  lost  a  single  day  through  accident  or  illness. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  all  the  days  of  all  my  readers  may 
equally  be  blessed. 
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Abdon  Ahuroada,  CaptaiD,  181. 

Acapuloo,  loDely  voyage  of,  1. 

Aconcagua,  116. 

Agua  Larga,  438 ;  view  from,  439. 

Aguardiente,  for  fever,  16. 

Alameda  de  los  Deecalzoa,  62. 

Alexander  Selkirk,  an,  11. 

All  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  180. 

Amazonian  passenger-line  of  steamers, 
850. 

Amazon  River,  the,  nature  of  the 
largest  part  of,  852;  central  part, 
856 ;  description  of,  857 ;  craft  upon, 
859;  width  of,  865. 

Ainbato,  town  of,  22. 

Amenities  of  travel,  298,  299. 

Andes,  the,  28,  39,  40. 

Aracaju,  town  of,  816. 

Arequipa,  town  of,  77,  78. 

Arica,  town  of,  102. 

Arranca  Plumas,  settlement  of,  436. 

Asphalt,  898,  899. 

Aspinwall,  distance  of,  from  New  York, 
1,2;  location  of,  459  ;  houses,  459 ; 
warehouses,  459 ;  sidewalks,  459 ; 
gambling,  459,  460 ;  prices  and  cur- 
rency,  460. 

Asuncion,  city  of,  160,  168,  164,  165, 
166;  cathedral,  166;  market,  167; 
female  dress,  168;  climate  and  cur- 
rency, 169  ;  cemetery,  160, 170,  171. 

Autofagasta,  smelting- workn  at,  103. 

Bnbcl  on  shipboani,  115. 
Baccarat  and  roulette,  460. 
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Bahia,  harbor  of,  805,  806;  city  of, 
806 ;  large  negresses  in,  306 ;  sedan- 
chairs,  807 ;  Government  House  and 
Municipal  Hall,  807,  308;  theatre, 
hotel,  newspaper-oflSces,  808 ;  tram- 
ways, 808;  churches,  809;  library 
and  hospital,  810;  Public  Garden, 
811. 

Ballivian,  Sefior  Manuel  Vicente,  98, 
94. 

Balsa,  a  raft  or  lighter,  47. 

Banco,  village  of,  438. 

Barbados,  most  important  of  the 
Windward  Islands,  866;  a  sanita- 
rium, 868 ;  well  served  with  steam- 
ers, 368. 

Barrancas,  town  of,  401. 

Harranquilla,  town  of,  426,  427. 

Bartica  Grove,  880. 

Bedrooms  in  BraziliiA  farm-houses, 
287. 

Belem,  another  name  for  Pari,  344. 

"Best  "hotel,  441. 

Blanco,  General  Guzman,  statues  of, 
403, 411;  wonderful  welcome  to,  417, 
418;  when  and  where  bom,  418; 
how  educated,  418 ;  how  he  rose, 
418,419;  Vice-PrcMdent,  419;  pro- 
visional President,  419;  influence  on 
education  and  public  works,  419; 
revises  civil,  military,  and  penal 
codes,  419,  420;  recalled  by  the 
people,  420 ;  second  term,  420 ;  ex- 
tends boundaries  of  the  republic, 
420;  encourages  national  progress, 


ISO;  improves  financtB  of  the  roun- 

try.  42(1,  J2I ;  lilieiwl  polidj,  421  ; 
bU  yri.lib.  mi  :  hSe  wife,  4i\. 
f  Bogota,  sltualSoD  of,  44^ ;  iioliktiiHi  of, 
440;  b>il  rouU  near,  441;  llocciu- 
berin,44l;  ilmta  at  mtn  uid  noni- 
00,  Ui  i  Capiuil.  443,  447  ;  cbapvls, 
443  i  Gritiiil  Pliuut,  443  ;  bouses,  44» ; 
lialuoi^cg,  444 ;  binks  uuj  hIiojis, 
444;  carriages  and  baggage,  444; 
Bcdon-cliairi,  444  ;  kcroitcitD-lanipg, 
444,  440  ;  tramwajr,  440  ;  faorscmcii, 
44S;  miQl  and  currtmc;,  44d ; 
cliurclies,  446, 447  ;  Sohool  ot  Flue 
Arta,  44^  448;  National  UuMnun 
aad  National  Librtu?,  441> ;  obaerra- 
lai7,449;  iicrspBpor»,'(Si);  no  antb 
urbs,  431 ;  coal-gas,  4Ba ;  boMl  billi>, 
ii6;  tmde  with  Bamuiquilll,  *Ui. 
Builing-^Qwn  bctories,  SU8. 

',  Bimon,  403;  fitntuc  ot,  413  ; 
1  for,  410 


[   Boiipland,  Aim^  204.  Son. 

[  Dra;ti],  a  nmatitutionul  empire,  £S6  ; 
futw  In  Sonth  America,  SSG;  rut 
n-Bourors,  national  limincCE,  and 
novy,  2BBi  slarerr,  2fl8 ;  alflve  re- 
volt, i6»,  2fl4 ;  einnncliMtion,  364  ; 
■boUlion  ot  slnrCTjf,  a«4,  3115. 
Bri^akwater  uAotid  dement,  4ne. 
BHdgflown,  roedalead  ot,  SftS;  ciljr 
of,  UUS,  S6T;  Btreeu  and  building, 
S6^ ;  calhodral  and  public  bulld- 
~a,  867;  hoaHcs  of,Gni:1i»b  rcsi> 
dcntti,  SUB,  899  ;  gugaT-iuilla,  SUB. 

I  Brignndne^  IBI. 

[  British  Uiiiuia,  coan  ot.  370,  S73 1 
Immigrants,  S78 ;  unvannaB,  378, 
S74 ;  susar  eiport,  874 ;  sugar  es- 
B,  b74  ;  protinceg  of,  874  j  poT. 
enuncnl,  8T4,  S76 ;  gold-mining, 
SaS;  ciporta,  8»S,  388. 

I  Dapnod  Ajrrca,  city  of,  IBS,  lt>3,  IG4 ; 
PIhzs  de  la  Victoi'la,  1B4  :  Coa;n«as 
DoU  and  Town  Hall,   IBS;   public 


cemoler;,  IfiS,  IBS;  Tillaiuii)  (m 

IM;  liieatrve,  16U,  lat. 
Bullooks,  how  they  are  lio 

ail,  SU8.  8fi4. 
Bniierfiies,  18:f. 

Ctcen-B,  ticDcral,  B1,  03. 

Oachooim,  a  bueiiH'tii  center,  312. 1 

Colamar,  lownof,  431. 

Calloo,  toKtl  at,  40,  Gu. 

Cam  elolee,  floating  islands,  108. 

GampinaH,  coffee  planlationa  at,  ft 

Cape  Froward,  1!K. 

Caracas,  dty  of,  4»T ;  all 
CO,  41)7,  4il8;  dlstmioe  from  1 
Ouajnt,  40S ;  railway  and  c<iacb> 
rood,  408;  locDlum,  40a;  airoct  n.>- 
Uicnclatnre,  410;  Psmo  (iunaan 
Blaneo,  411;  aiueduot,  411;  mar- 
lict,4l!t;  public biuldings,41S,4)S: 
tliiiieruly  library,  413;  munidp*! 
coui^,  4t!l;  Federal  Palace,  413, 
414;  [lortraits  ol  Vaiezuelan  patri- 
otB,  414;  Testro  Qunnan  Bliuook 
4U;  Teotro  CaineoH,  414; 
Naaionat,  41&;  KarioDal  Hue 
4lti:  ladies,  110;  public 
menu  due  to  Blant-o,  41A,  417. 

Caraeoli.  port  ut  Hondo,  4ST. 

OnrrGao,Teracliia,4l8. 

Cartagena,  bay  of,  481 ;  appMni 
the  city,  407 ;  location  oT.  4g7  ;  fi 
of,  4flS;  inside  Iho  oitr,  4nS,  4 

OnstilJan  language,  ambitioiu  Mtvi 
nt,  10. 

Caicliiug  tbc  oMrlcb  and  the  rliea,.! 
148. 

Daiica,  Ibe  river,  438. 

Caxonca,  town  of,  27(1. 

Cayenne,  difficulty  of  rcacliing,  t 
hotiSM  and  other  buildings,  S8S,  3M; 
how  kid  oiit.  880;  vnltuiK,  8HV, 
390;  streets,  SOD;  diessof  (h«  wom- 
en, 39(1;  FrKUcU  garrison,  3Sn; 
gold-niiuins.  ^90  ;  Caltbaso-potiii 
Eqimrc,  881 :  tliv  CaMTiie,89l ;  Pboe 
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d'Armes,  391  ;  GoTemment  House, 

392 ;  semaphore,  392 ;  brilliant  Uvh^ 

892,  393. 
Geibo,  port  of  Monte  Caseros,  205. 
Ccrro  de  Santa  Lucia,  108. 
Chagrca,  the  river,  B,  461. 
Chalmers,  Mr.  George,  276,  277. 
Gbapinero,  pleasure-ground,  445. 
Chica,  a  native  beer,  438. 
Chill,  115. 
Chililaya,  84. 
Cblloe,  118. 
Chimbo,  valley  of,  42. 
Chimborazo,  its  appearance,  15,  21, 42. 
Chinese  View,  247. 
Chinese  workmen,  460. 
Choice  of  routes,  13. 
Christophe  Colomb,  town  of,  2,  3. 
Chuquipoyo,  altitude  and  atmosphere 

of,  21,  22. 
Coach-lines    and    horseback    service, 

174. 
Coast  of  Peru  and  Bolivia,  46. 
Coffee  interest,  San  Paulo,  headquarters 

of  the,  260. 
Coffee-tree,  the  first  planted  in  Brazil, 

260. 
Colombia,  United  States  of,  421 ;  revo- 
lutions in,  447 ;  army  of,  448. 
Colomoians,  dress  of  the,  427;  their 

conception  of  business,  455. 
Columbus  and  the  Indian,  statue  of,  3, 

64. 
Column  of  the  2d  of  May,  67. 
Concordia,  20:»,  206. 
Consuls  and  vice-consuls,  136. 
Convict-life,  a  gHmi>scof,  291. 
Corcovado  peak,  217,  218.  219,  220. 
Coronel,  the  jrrcat  coal  region  of  Chili, 

118. 
Corrientcs,  town  of,  175. 
Cotopaxi  by  moonlight,  24. 
Country  of  hammocks,  the,  351. 
Cou^ifio,   Scilora,  117;    her  immense 

possessions,  \\K 
Cura9ao,  capital  of,  422,  423. 


Daly  Falls,  193,  195. 

Deck-washing,  356. 

Delta  of  the  Orinoco,  393,  402. 

Demerara  Kiver,  course  of  the,  880, 
381 ;  scenery  along,  381. 

Domestic  interiors,  262. 

Dom  Pedro  II.,  239,  240,  241;  inter- 
view  with  his  Majesty,  252,  253; 
appearance,  manners,  and  habits, 
252,  253,  254  ;  memorable  senti- 
mcnts  of,  254  ;  intellectual  tastes  of, 
255;  biographical  sketch  of,  255, 
256. 

Donkeys,  17. 

Double  palm-tree,  391. 

Dragon's  Mouth,  393. 

Drunkenness,  99,  100. 

Duel,  a,  crushed  in  the  bud,  200. 

Dutch  architecture,  422,  423. 

Earthquakes,  cause  of,  40. 

Ecuadorian  scenery,  43. 

El  Cerro,  144. 

Elevated  lakes,  80. 

El  Respiroso,  403. 

Embroidered  bed-linen  in  miui  huts, 

199,  278,  274. 
Emperor's  View,  329. 
Encamacion,  180. 
Encouragement  to  colonists,  1 72. 
Engenhos,  or  sugar-mills,  841. 
Engineering,  remarkable  examples  of, 

800,  302,  409. 
English  steamers,  211,  428,  429. 
Entertainment,  an  African,  281,  282, 

283. 
Entre  Rios,  269. 
Esmeralda,  the,  61,  62. 
Essefpiibo,  mouth  of  the,  379,  880. 
Exaggerated  courtesy,  455,  466. 
Excavator,  6. 

Facatativa,  Grand  Plaza  of,  439. 
Falkland  Mands,  13:t,  184,  137,  138, 
1^9;  vicissitudes,  139,  140. 
,  Farm,  a  typical  Paraguayan,  196. 


Finiwrof  God.  261. 

RahinB-ratt,  SUB, 

Forest  Ii]ibLtnDt9,  nilJ  and  t: 


Galapagos  lalitid^,  in,  tl. 
Gambling,  87,  4U4,  4ri9.  4G0. 
Uarduns,  Mr.  E.  S.  KaiidV,  3. 


Gold-wubing,  SM. 

GoremiDeiit  nork,  406. 

Goya,  town  of,  102, 

Grui  ChocQ,  district  of  the  ArgentiDe 

Republic,  IB2. 
UuaduaB,  town  of,  437,  433. 

Guayaquil,  Gulf  or,  II,   Ij;   city  of, 
13, 


ITainacas,  loGniioii  of,  b;  Columbiu, 
351. 

Qiunmocks  on  boatd  cliip,  SSO,  SSI ; 
Bradlian  mode  of  using,  SOS  ;  mari- 
tal, sas. 

Ilastiugs,  an  English  gnrrisoa-post,  3S8. 

Hippolvte,  a  guide,  STI. 

Honda,   town  of,    430 ;    streeta    and 
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Iron  knockers,  817. 
Itaoolumi,  peak,  293. 
Itaparica,  cataracts  of,  832. 

Jaguara,  relics  of  an  immense  farm, 

288,  289,  290. 
Jamaica  negroes,  3,  6,  461. 
Jatoba,   village  of,   330;  how   people 

Utc  there,  331. 
Jarari,  the  monitor,  257,  258. 
Juan  Fernandez,  106. 

King  of  Rapids,  828,  329,  330. 
Koninklijkc,  West-Indische  Maii-dlcnst, 
details  about  the,  383. 

La  Brea,  position  of,  897 ;  Pitch  Lake 
at,  398,  399. 

Lafayette,  village  of,  270. 

Lafone,  Mr.,  his  negotiations,  130. 

La  Guayra,  town  of,  405 ;  api)carance 
from  the  ocean,  407;  without  in- 
terest, 407 ;  seaport  of  Caracas, 
407. 

Lake  Titicaca,  82. 

La  Paz,  city  of,  86,  87,  88 ;  altitude  of, 
89 ;  streets  and  bouses,  90 ;  Alame- 
da, 91 ;  market,  92  ;  flower- women, 
93 ;  theatre,  94,  95  ;  ncwspajK^rs, 
95,  96 ;  bank,  96 ;  imports,  exports, 
and  mines,  96,  97. 

La  Plata,  city  of,  157,158. 

Las  Tablas,  town  of,  402. 

Lava-like  coast  range,  48. 

Lawlessness  of  Jatoba  and  Piranhas, 
333. 

Liebig  factory,  207,  20S,  209,  210. 

Life  on  a  Paraguayan  ranch,  198. 

Lima,  city  of,  60,  51,  63;  cathedral, 
54  ;  houses,  55,  65, 66 ;  public  build- 
ings, 65,  56  ;  market,  56,  57  ;  Xa- 
ti(mal  Library,  57  ;  public  prome- 
nade, 62 ;  Pantoon,  62,  63  ;  gardens, 
65  ;  education,  67  ;  climate,  69  ;  di- 
vernions,  71. 

Llanos,  4u2. 


Local  travel,  356. 
Lopez,  palace  of,  164. 
Lota,  117. 

Macareo  River,  the,  401. 
Mackenna,  Benjamin  Vicnfia,  109. 
Macusi    Indians,    character    of    the, 

382. 
Macuto,  village  of,  406. 
Hagangu4,  annual  mercantile  fair  at, 

432. 
Hagdalena  River,  the,  425,  426,  427, 

430,  431,  436. 
Maiquetia,  village  of,  406. 
Man&os,  location  of,  360  ;  most  con- 
spicuous   object  of,    360  ;  general 
features  of,  361 ;  water-works,  361, 
362 ;  Botanical  Museum  of  Amazo- 
nas,  862 ;  library,  362. 
Maracaybo,  city  and  lake  of,  424. 
Margarita,  Island  of,  406. 
Marianna,  town  of,  297. 
Mat^-sipping,  202,  208. 
Meals  in  a  hurry,  429. 
Melancholy  nomenclature,  127. 
Messier  Channel,  119,  120. 
Mestizoes,  19,  20. 
Mills  at  Morro  Velho,  2S3. 
Minas-Gcracs,  province  of,  267. 
Mine  of  Morro  Velho,  278,  279,  280, 

281,  284. 
Mlssiones,  province  of,  180. 
Mollendo,  a  terminus,  73. 
Mompos,  village  of,  430. 
Monte  Caseros,  town  of,  205. 
Monte  Cristo,  Countess  of,  118. 
3f<mtevideo,  city  of,  144,  145;  cathe- 
dral,  146;  Plaza,   146,147;  Prado, 
147;  opera,  148. 
Morro  Velho,  village  of,  276  ;  the  mine 

of,  278,  279,  280,  281,  284. 
Mountains  and  volcanoes,  40,  83,  84, 

120,  121  ;  Organ,  248,  251. 
Mountain  travel,  14,  74,  75,  98. 
Mules,  17,  22,  23,  292,  454. 
Muleteers  and  cart-drivers,  272. 


r  VitiTC  h>H]i!tallt7,  18. 
|;  ll«vj,  Hilt  ltranll«n,  SBfl.  2B7,  268, 
'  lIe|ErO(-<i  pRipiirtioD  uf,  in  liruil,  397 ; 
■nil  crcolw,  iS3. 
Niagara  o(  Soulh  Amorica,  the,  192, 
Nicilivm.T,  town  uf,  8i>3. 
Norti-  incl  PamjKro,  151. 
Kova  Fdburgo,  sua. 

■'flbMM,  port  of,  SBa. 

Ooana,  <nl7  of,  Ioi'dUoq,  f  33. 

Ueular  flirtation.  Ha. 

Olliida,  •  d(«i]-and-alice  plaiw,  S40. 

OrioHtniloQ,  110, 

OrinuMi  Kivor.  tlip.  how  i(  differs  Irora 
the  Anuuon,  -Jul. 
['  Orinoca  Sw«iiiahiri  Linn.  KM). 
I  thay*,  Bulnaj,  Kfl. 
LOniba,  iBland  of,  4SS. 
I'Oatrieb-fcalhera,  ISO,  ISI,  143. 
^  Ouro  Prelo,  toirn  of,  S»8, 284,  i»i,  290. 

Uverianil  mate!),  IIS. 

Pai^itDUTa,  niiuH  near, -IT, 

Palmoiraa,  hcnlth  resort,  a69. 

Palms,  areaue  ut  Bural,  !S3. 

Pampas,  1GS. 

Panama  Cnnal,  4,  S,  8,  t ;  Rmall  prog. 
te9£,  460;  Freucli  setUcmebts,  ilKl, 
461 ;  deaths  caiimkI  by  jeilaw  hver, 
4fil ;  {greatest  fiDnociul  disaster  ot 
thccenlur}',  4ni  \  nae  it  irorth  bulld- 
Ingf  461,  46:  ;  would  one  bitlioa 
dollars  boce  proilucvd  ulir'fiKnor; 
results?  4B2;  probable  coarse  of 
tcafflc,  402. 

Panama,  cily  of,  7,  8  ;  InlhiauB,  S. 

PSo  d'Asauoar,  S32. 

Par&,  city  of,  looatlon  anrl  ohnractin', 
848  ;  tmtnwaf  s  and  harknej-anchifa, 
844;  market,  844,  34S;  Botanical 
Gardens,  SIS  ;  privsl«  dwellings, 
84S ;  streets,  34B,  340 ;  businesa, 
346 ;  ctliDBte,  346 ;  opera-buuse,  846, 

uari,  vUlnge  of,  ITiJ, 


rara^'nMsii   SUer,  tlaag   Ote   I 
the,  SIS, 

PangUBTan  nttives,  1S4,  lao. 
raramarlbo,  city  of,  884 ;  canals,  Si 
clmrches  and  cemeicrim,  S'S ;  i 
tLod    ar^.«ng<Den,    gR5,    36S;    > 
and  appcannou  of  the  women,  3 
Intense  beat,  887 ;  Govcrnmoii  biUI 
ings,  387  i  public  garden,  887;  C 
lonial  CouDoil,  8S7;  n«<r*papcrs  m 
circalatiitg  libraries,  SHS. 

Parani.  port  of,  IBS. 

Paranfi  tUfef,  banki;  of  the  upper,  lit 

Pass,  tlic  Rail  do  Serra,  246. 

Passport  nultiance,  the,  SIG. 

Patagonia,  14i>,  141 ;  future  of,  1 

Pnulii  Affunxo,  cnlartcts  of,  3Sa,  i 

PaTsaadn,  town  of,  auo, 

Payta,  town  of,  4S,  46. 

Pedra  do  Sao,  or  bclUtone,  394.  i 

Penal  colonSi^  II,  129,  819,  379,  S 
888,  393. 

Penedo,  town  of.  317  ;  «traeta,.S 
newspapers,  818;  ourrcnoy,  318; 
Ugions  iiroocesion,  319, 320;  thMtri 
8  SO. 
^eroBmlineo,  eitf  of.  836.  380 ;  b 
neas,  336;  Freddciit's 
School  of  Fine  Arts,  387;  h 
337  i  Uouae  of  DepuUcs,  337,  ! 
cemetery,  838;  market,  3S8;  C 
mercial  Auocialion  BuildinjE,  3 
private  imidences,  339  ; 
and  waterworks,  339. 

pprsonal  bapgagt^  4. 

Pern  and  Chili,  war  betrcm,  60, 

Pern  ri  an  iodependenre,  atmicenttrjr  d 
60;  currency,  60,  8]. 

Peecaderias,  opposite  Arranca  PIdb 
437, 

Pctrupolis,   town   ul,   !4ft,   SOO,  I 
imperial  palnoc  at,  2B4. 

Piabonha  ffircr,  the,  along  th«,  t< 

PiassabosBD,  village  of,  316, 

Piuhincha,  volcano  of,  38,  39,  41^  41.,] 

Piedsde,  village  of,  2ai. 
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Piranhas,  town  of,  823 ;  poreity  of  the 
people,  324. 

Pirogues,  359. 

Pitch  Lake  of  La  Brea,  897,  898,  899. 

Pixarro,  remains  of,  54. 

Place  des  Palmistes,  891. 

Poliocmen  in  Santiago  and  New  York, 
112. 

Poncho,  the,  20. 

Ponte  Nora,  town  of,  298. 

Population,  between  fiarranquilla  and 
Yeguas,  482, 488. 

Port-of-Spain,  city  of,  894,  895 :  streets 
and  houses  of,  896;  GoTcmment 
buildings,  396;  Queen's  Park,  396, 
397 ;  Botanical  Garden  and  Queen's 
College,  397 ;  IMtch  Lake,  897. 

Posadas,  town  of,  179. 

Postponement,  a  single  passenger  oc- 
casions, 834. 

Prairie  fires,  402. 

Princess  Isabella,  256. 

Proposed  tour,  267. 

Propria,  town  of,  321. 

Puerto  Bcrrio,  river-port,  434. 

Puerto  Cabello,  town  of,  422. 

Punta  Arenas,  or  Sandy  Point,  town  of, 
129,  180. 

Pyjamas,  387. 

Queluz,  town  of,  270,  271. 

Quito,  city  of,  24,  25;  cathedral,  26; 
troops,  27 ;  cemetery,  29 ;  penitenti- 
ary, 80;  Capitol,  31;  President,  31, 
32 ;  bells  and  bugles,  88 ;  religious 
paintings,  33 ;  European  ministers, 
34  ;  banks  and  currency,  85 ;  native 
doctors,  36 ;  outskirts,  37 ;  education, 
88. 

Racial  varieties,  19,  20. 

Railway,  to  Panama,  4 ;  only  one  in 
Ecuador,  16;  between  Arequipaand 
Puno,  78,  79, 80 ;  between  Valparaiso 
and  Buenos  Ayres,  114;  longest 
straight  reach  of,  in  the  world,  158; 


Fell    system    of,    802 ;    expensive 
one,  408. 

Reeruiting,  unique  method  of,  150. 

Relics  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  106. 

Religious  parades,  12,  69,  70, 809,  810, 
819,  820. 

Requiem,  grand,  for  Ferdinajid  II.  of 
Portugal,  234,  235. 

R6sum6  of  travel,  462,  468. 

Revolutions,  447. 

Riachuelo,  steam-frigate,  the,  256, 
257. 

Rich  mines  of  Venezuela,  402. 

Rio  das  Velhas,  down  the,  285 ;  primi- 
tive life  on  the  banks  of  the,  288. 

Rio  dc  Janeiro,  harbor  of,  213;  city, 
213-216 ;  idleness  and  curiosity  of 
the  natives,  221,  222,  223 ;  effect  of 
the  climate  on  whites,  224  ;  summer 
residences  of  the  wealthy,  224 ;  yel- 
low fever,  224,  226 ;  currency,  225, 
226;  market,  226,  227;  carnival, 
227,  228,  229,  230 ;  Botanical  Gar- 
dens, 231,  232,  233;  Acclimation 
Square,  233;  Cascade  Grotto,  233; 
Misericordia  Hospital,  235,  286,  237 ; 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  237  ;  theatre, 
237,  288 ;  National  Library,  242  ; 
National  Museum,  242,  243 ;  Astro- 
nomical  Observatory,  244, 245 ;  His- 
torical, Geographical,  and  Ethno- 
graphical Institute  of  Brazil,  245. 

Rio  dc  la  Plata,  the,  143,  152. 

Rio  Negro,  the,  360. 

Rio  Vermelho,  the,  808,  809. 

River  huts,  two  kinds  of,  359. 

River  people,  more  than  semi-civiiized, 
438. 

River  villages,  of  one  pattern,  434. 

Road  to  Quito,  21 ;  between  Honda 
and  Facntativa,  454. 

Rocking-stoncs.  159,  160. 

Rodrigucs,  Dr.  J.  Barboza,  362. 

Rosario,  city  of,  1 60. 

Route,  the  Uspallata,  113,  114;  choice 
of,  122. 
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^^H  Bujal  Dutch  Weel-Ioilia  Mnil,  pkrllcu- 

BntmUd,  villas  of,  40S.                   ^^^H 

^^H      Ian  of  ilie. 

^^H  Busbj,  Dt.  a.  a.,  101. 

Suropi,  idiotic  way  of  aulUi^.  403. ^^^H 

^^H  Satnra,  cown  ot,  '2X6. 

Stanley,  harlior  ot.  134 ;  dty  ot,  ^^^H 

^^H  S^l  An^Btiuo.  Capo.  S4!. 

^^^H 

^^^K  Biiot  Roqw,  Cnpc,  H42. 

^^^1  StlpU-.  Tillige  of,  43A. 

Sugi>r~LcH[Pu>ik,S31.                      ^^^1 

^^H  Sin  Cri»tor&l,  palaoe  of,  !S3. 

Surinani,  cobhI  at.  X83.                      ^^^H 

^^■&l>  Fernanda,  Won  of,  394,  39T. 

Stritierhuid  of  Bruil,  281.               ^^^| 

^^■San  GmUdo,  to<ni  of,  3(K). 

^^^H 

^^^B&n  lotenm,  faBiulct  of,  188. 

Tacatue.  rilht^  of.                            ^^^H 

^^^^^■San  Luii,  a  veTyordiaarj-Iuukiiigtain), 

ToDcriffe,  town  of,  4SI.                     ^^^H 

^^^P     342. 

TmiQcndama  Falia,  thv,  460 ;  Idc«I^^^| 

^^^BSan    UartiD,   Geneni,    momimcDI  lo 

inn  1  bo«  (0  rundi  them,  4ai  i^^^H 

^^H     thenieax>f7  0[,lBi. 

B«ent  uf  ail  bundml  feet,  463.    ^^^| 

^^H  fian  Paulo,  dt;  of.  as9,  ISO. 

Tiicrcanpolis,  town  of,  SGI.               ^^^H 

^^■.Ban  Salvador,  now  caUcd  WatUnghl. 

Thomilikc,  Mr.  J.  U..  1«,  77.           ^^^H 

^^H 

Tliroiigh.«xpresi  routce,  abwue  ^l^^^^l 

^^m  San  Scbrtstiui,  Tillage  uf,  397. 

South  Amcn'ca.  I9n,  2D0.            ^^^H 

^^H  SanU  Luiia.  town  of,  !80,  aUl. 

^^^B  Santa  Maria,  town  of.  <2i. 

Ticrra  del  Fuego.  1ST,  139,  131,  ia^^^| 

^^B  Baliurem.  town  of,  3&S. 

Tvucn.  peak  of,  24fl,  S4T.                 ^^^H 

^^B  Bantiago.  dt;  of,  106;  Capitol.  110; 

Time  aud  dislimt«,  how  csUmBl«4^^^| 

^^"        graceful  monument,  111;    liotanical 

'                    and  ZoaiogiCAl  Gardeiu.  Ill ;  Ala. 

Tclima,  great  rone  of,  439.               ^^^H 

mnln,  HI.  113;  thealrv.  113.  US. 

Torliiga,  Iglsnd       405.                    ^^^H 

I                ainTnmfi,  Tillage  of,  201, 

Traipu.  town  of.  323.                        ^^^H 

^^W     Bantoli,  seaport,  sec,  306. 

^^H  Bceaerj  between  ParA  and  Bra^n^o, 

Trinidad,  hUnd  of,  394.                   ^^H 

^^r       347,  349,  349 ;   at  the  mouth  of  the 

Tupl  Indian*,  187.                             ^^^H 

1                    Xingu,  888,  8M. 

BedM-chain,  444. 

^^^H 

Scnwpborei,  »03. 

Urufoay  RErer,  the,  SOi.  aoa.          ^^^H 

UraguDyann,  town  of,  206.               ^^^H 

^^L 

Uru^ayan  soldiers,  ISO.                   ^^^H 

^^H  Serpent's  Mouth,  3S3. 

^^^^1 

^^■.  flerra  da  Roa  Tls»,  302. 

Td-reni,  what     U,  3!8.                  ^^^H 

^^H  Serni  do  Mar, 

Valencia,  dty                                   ^^^H 

^^H.Slnra  ^?vnda,  424,  435, 

T&lpnnUso,  city  of,  104 ;  CMmopol^^^H 

^^H  Hlver  alatiiene.  81. 

aspect    ot,   ion;    eunHt    vIow^^^^H 

^^VBlphoDk  elasliea,  sel. 

^^H 

^^■-Bmoking  in  Paraguay,  169. 

Vanipire  GnHIo,  S-10.                        ^^^H 

Taqueiro.  a.  and  b>»  family,  837.     ^^^H 

^^V8oach»,  Tillage  of,  451. 

Tenuuela,  the  Cmipy  laiutH  of,  4^^^H 
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one  of  the  richest  countries  in  South 
America,  421. 

Venezuelan  veneration  for  Simon  BoU- 
Tar,  416. 

Vessels  between  Port-of^pain  and  Bol- 
ivar, 400. 

Victoria  Regia,  878,  379. 

VilleU,  town  of,  438. 

Vingt-et-un,  404. 

Vino  del  Mar,  107. 

Volcano  of  Pichincha,  88,  89,  40,  41. 

Voyage,  an  expensive,  9. 

Washington,  George,  statue  of,  in  Ca- 
racas, 417. 


Wellington  Island,  119. 
Whjte's  Uotel,  245,  246. 
Willcmstad,  422,  423. 

Xingu    River,    the    mouths   of,  858, 
356. 

Yahgans  and  Onas,  savages,  182. 
Yeguas,  village  of,  435. 
Yellow  fever,  8,  224,  225. 
Yerb*.mat4,  202,  208. 

Zigzag,  what  it  is,  409. 
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